
 
 
 
 
D-1 DIVER LAUNCH EDITION                           
Material: 904L stainless steel.                           
Diameter: 44 mm. 
Watch face: Matt black with 
white markings.  
Glass: Domed sapphire crystal 
with 3-layer anti-reflection 
coating. 
Rear housing:                           
904L brushed stainless 
steel engraved with                           
specifications. 
Clock movements:                           
Sellita SW200-1                           
Automatic. 
Bezel: One-way 120- 

    Perfection on your wrist 

             It's difficult to define perfection. Aera, on the other hand, has 
positioned itself high up in the world of watches with high-class design and 
no compromise on quality. All in a short period of time. 

             Text: Alexander Ocean 

Click 904L brushed stainless 
steel with matt black details. 
Water resistance:                           
300 m.                           
Power reserve:                           
38 h. 

The idea of creating classic yet  
modern products is not easy with 
today's competition. It's no secret that 
many people try. New clockmakers 
appear all the time, but only a few 
survive. Aera is almost certainly a 
survivor. The new company, Aera, has 
introduced two watch models that are 
well-regarded among watch 
enthusiasts, with an extreme product 
focus and no compromise on quality. 
Both watches are functional; one is a 
diving watch and the other is a pilot's 
watch. 
Aera has an undeniably international 
character, with production in 
Switzerland and assembly in 
England, and their designs being 
influenced by places all over the 
world. Aera's design and concept 
have been in the minds of the 
founders for over 20 years. "We made 
the decision as long as 20 years ago. This 
wasn't a spontaneous 

idea, but rather something that we have 
worked on for many years", says  
Jas Minhas, one of Aera's founders. 
Jas is a third generation watch enthusiast. 
Both his father and grandfather worked 
in clockmaking. Olof Larsson, another Aera 
founder from Sweden, has a family history 
with watches. 
If you look at the world's largest 
watchmakers, such as Rolex, Audemars 
Piguet, and Patek Philippe, you will notice 
that they all have a common denominator 
in that they have specific details that set 
them apart from the rest, which are their 
unique hallmarks. Aera's hallmark is 
without doubt the highly unique watch 
glass which is domed with a triple-layer 
anti-reflection coating.  
This gives the watches a very eye-catching 
and elegant touch that can't be properly 
captured in a photo but requires you to 
hold the watch and gently turn it so the 
light reflects off of it at which point you 
notice the brilliant design that has gone into 
these watches. 

Aera is all about functionality. They don't 
just make watches that tell the time; all of 
their watches have specific functions. They 
are also obviously visually appealing. The 
various straps are another detail that adds to 
the visual appeal of the watches. 
Purchasers are always given at least 
two straps that can be easily changed to 
suit their own preferences. Maybe you 
want to match your watch to your 
accessories, or maybe you just want to 
change the strap material for 
convenience. 
It is not recommended to dive with a  
leather strap.  Some  examples  of the large 
selection of straps are the popular and very 
practical black and grey rubber straps, as 
well as more elegant models in leather 
and other materials. 
We had the opportunity to sit down 
with Aera's two co-founders, Jas 
Minhas and Olof Larsson, who told 
us about the company and their 
products. 
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What is the process of developing a watch 
brand, from concept to the first watch on 
your wrist? 
- Our process can be divided into two 
parts: name and design. It is difficult to 
come up with a good name that is not 
already registered. We chose "Aera" as the 
brand name and were fortunate to be able 
to register it in most countries after a 
lengthy process. The other part, design, 
was just as difficult. We decided early on 
to design "tool watches," or watches 
designed for specific environments such 
as diving. Furthermore, in terms of 
design, we collaborated with various 
design firms to develop the designs we 
have today. This is something we are 
constantly working on. Everything from 
the smallest millimetre on the latch to the 
edges of the rubber strap is critical to us. 
Even though the design work has been 
demanding, it has also been one of the 
most enjoyable. 
The watch faces on your watches are 
stamped "Swiss", can you explain what 
production looks like? 
- For watches to be legally  
identified as ”Swiss made” a certain  
proportion of the watch must be 
manufactured in Switzerland. Our clock 
movement is entirely manufactured in 
Switzerland, thus ”Swiss made”. After 
the clock movement is manufactured, it 
is shipped to our factory where we 
assembly the clock movement with the 
casing and add the strap. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Given everything going on in the world, 
would you say that Aera launched at the 
right time? 
- Simply put, the pandemic has 
made it difficult to find work. Many 
trips and meetings have been 
cancelled. Production has taken 
longer than it should have. Costs 
have also risen. Aside from that, 
there is no danger of things 
worsening, on the contrary. The 
future looks promising. 
There is a lot of competition in the watch 
market; what distinguishes Aera from the 
rest? 
-There are numerous watch 
companies on the market. What 
matters is that you find a market niche 
with little competition, because the 
existing offering is simply inadequate. 
Our fundamental approach is to 
provide a product that is absolutely 
world class while also being the most 
affordable. Our top priority is quality. 
For example, we use a special steel for 
our watches called "904L," which is 
only used by Rolex. Because that steel 
is so expensive, no other exclusive 
watch brand uses it. Even our buckle is 
made of the same steel, despite the fact 
that we could have used a cheaper 
alternative. We don't compromise on 
quality because we sell our products 
directly to the customer, which means 
quality products at a competitive price. 

 
 

Currently, you have two models. Do you 
have more on the way? 
 - Yes, for the time being, we have two 
models: pilot and diver watches. Next 
year, we'll have more variations of those 
two, as well as a new model. Two new 
models will be introduced the following 
year. So there's a lot going on, but we 
decided to start with two models. 

 
You currently only sell via your own website; 
do you plan to change that? 
- We have a lot of people who want 
to sell our products in their stores. 
For the time being, we have decided 
not to engage in this type of 
collaboration. It is critical that we 
keep our price tag. However, I can 
state that the future is exciting. 
Unfortunately, I am unable to 
provide any further information at 
this time. 

Where do you see Aera in five to ten years? 
-  We will have five different 
models, including a GMT and a 
chronograph, in five years. We will 
also have many different variations 
of all of our models, as well as 
exciting collaborations with limited 
edition watches. Of course, our 
brand will grow stronger over time, 
and we will be seen in more 
contexts. The future will be 
absolutely fantastic! To order Aera’s 
products, please visit their website 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P-1 PILOT LAUNCH EDITION                           
Material:904L stainless steel.                           
Diameter: 43 mm. 
Watch face: Matt black with 
white markings.  
Glass: Domed sapphire crystal 
with 3-layer anti-reflection 
coating. 
Rear housing:                           
904L brushed                          
stainless steel engraved 
with                          
specifications. 
Clock movements:                           
Sellita SW200-1                           
Automatic. 
Bezel: One-way 120-Click 904L 
brushed stainless steel with matt 
black details. 
Water resistance:100 m.  
Power reserve: 38 h.


