
INSTALLATION MANUAL AND WARRANTY  GUIDE

If you have any questions about installation or warranty on your system,
please do not hesitate to contact us at:

Info@thepowertap.ca
1-236-883-7000



Installation Instructions
**Failure to properly follow our guide will result in a voided warranty**

BEFORE INSTALLATION:
 Identify the number of channels you will be using, and set aside the 

appropriate amount of strain relief plugs
 DO NOT INSTALL ANY WIRING UNTIL SYSTEM IS MOUNTED
 When installing battery cables, please connect the ground cable first
 Install ground to battery. This will ensure the best grounding connection 

for your system
 Remove any old accessory harnessing to prevent any electrical problems
 Do not modify our system with a different inline fuse, as that will void 

warranty
 Do not modify our systems controller. It is setup as is. If you need help, 

please email us at info@thepowertap.ca
 All of our channels when used by themselves are capable of handling 30 

amp loads at max. When doubled, they are capable of handling 60 amp 
max. Our system has a total amperage max of 100. Please divide and use 
your channels accordingly.

 There is only one cable that needs to be run to our switch controller. 
Please identify a suitable grommet that leads through your fire wall 
instead of drilling a hole. We have left the bare ends out of the enclosure 
to help with easier installation through grommets.

 When installing new strain relief plugs, please ensure the caps are 
tightened. Failure in making sure they are tight will result in water 
damage, and a voided warranty.

 Our system has a red LED that indicates it is getting power from your 
source. If your having trouble with a channel, please check the fuse.

 Our system is capable of powering winches, air compressors and more, 
but please use your brands power interrupter to ensure a good 
connection.

 The Power Tap is not responsible for any damages due to misuse or 
improper installation. IF YOU ARE UNCOMFORTABLE INSTALLING 
THIS SYSTEM YOURSELF, PLEASE GO TO A LOCAL SHOP. WE ARE 
MORE THEN HAPPY IN ASSISTING THEM TO HELP INSTALL YOUR 
NEW PURCHASE TO PREVENT INJURY AND DAMAGES.



Overview of the Power Tap – 10:

The Power Tap 10 is a solid state power distribution system that can be used for 
automobiles, emergency vehicles, motor sport vehicles, marine vehicles, RVs & 
Camper Vans, as well as off-grid uses such as being a primary main power source 
for your solar DC cabin.

Our system provides you with 100a at your disposal at any time. Including if your 
key is not in the ignition. With 10 channels that are supplied with 30a max, there is
no need to choose a specific channel for a specific accessory.

Our enclosure is made of high quality poly-carbonate, that is able to withstand 
temperatures of -40 to +130*c. It is also water and dust proof. We are able to 
obtain this by using a o-ring on our enclosure lid, as well as on our strain reliefs, 
to make sure that even if you get yourself in a deep “puddle” our system will still 
be there to provide power (given your battery still works) If you have not seen this 
in action, please check out our site.

The Power Tap 10 provides you with 3 cables needed for proper installation. A 
power cable, a ground cable, and a m12 communication cable. Our switch 
controller only requires 1 connection, as power is provided from our system, to the
controller through this cable. You can also add controllers to the main system 
depending on your use. IE: RV, Camper Vans or off-grid cabins. DO NOT 
MODIFY THIS SYSTEM.

The Power Tap designed this system with no low voltage cut off. Some may say this
is a bad move on our part, but we firmly believe that this is actually an advantage 
to our customers, especially those in emergency services. Many other systems will 
cut off power at 11.6v. If you are using the system for lighting a dark path, or 
providing your vehicle with necessary drive-line enhancements, or to get yourself 
out of that said deep “puddle” with a winch, we do not want them to give out when
you may need them the most.
The Power Tap 10 is quite versatile, and as long as it is 12/24 volts with DC 
current, The Power Tap 10 will be there when you need it most!



INSTALLATION FOR VEHICLE (Auto, Marine, RV, Camper Van, Emergency
vehicle):

1. Identify the number of loads you will be using, and how many loads per channel you will
be using. Select the correct strain relief plug for your loads. (Solid plugs may be taken 
out, and drilled to size/amount of cables needed for a channel. Strain relief will cinch 
plug by 1mm at its tightest, so ensure correct sizing before drilling)

2. Identify the mounting place for the system. If you need a custom mount made, please 
contact us at info@thepowertap.ca and we are more then willing to help you get 
something fabricated.

3. Identify a suitable grommet in your firewall or suitable hole to pass the communication 
cable through. We have left the bare ends accessible for easier installation.

4. Run the communication cable through fire wall or suitable hole from inside your vehicle 
to outside of the vehicle.

5. Remove lid of system, and install system in identified mounting place with 4 provided 
screws. 

6. Add each accessory to your selected channels and use a small amount of dielectric 
grease to make sliding wiring through strain reliefs easier. Write down what accessory is
connected to what channel for labelling your switch controllers. Each channel has a 
positive and negative shown on the board of our system to ensure proper installation. 
Use a screw driver to depress the wire hold down in the terminal itself, and the wire 
should slide in with ease.  (see pic)
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7. Cut communication cable to size, cut and peel back black wire insulation revealing all 
12 wires inside (see pic)

8. strip all 12 wires of their insulation, and install into the terminal connectors at the 
bottom of the board. Each terminal has a listed channel #. A List of switch & wire colour
is below to ensure proper installation. RED IS POSITIVE, BLACK IS NEGATIVE FOR 
THE SWITCH PANEL TO KEEP THINGS SIMPLE. (See pic)



9. Tighten each strain relief that has been changed until it will not tighten anymore. TO 
PREVENT OVER TIGHTENING DO NOT USE A WRENCH OR PLIERS.

10.Once all loads are connected as well as the communication cable, tighten all screws 
back into the enclosure in a star pattern to ensure a proper lid to enclosure seal. (seepic)

 



11.Label switches according to channel (see pic at top of page)
12.Connect Switch controller to m12 cable in the vehicle. MAKE SURE CABLE IS 

PROPERLY INSERTED BEFORE TIGHTENING. Ensure all switches are in the off 
position (LED at the top should be 
away from the controller) and 
position on PANA-VISE mount. 

13.Run power and ground cabling to 
vehicle power source. Ensure the red
cable is secured to the positive of the
battery/source, and the black cable 
is secured to the negative of the 
battery/source.

14.Make sure red LED on the board is 
lit, all fittings are properly tightened 
and secured, and test your loads.

15.The system is now ready for use!  



ADDING CHANNELS AFTER INITIAL INSTALLATION:
1. Remove negative (-) cable from battery/source
2. remove any dirt or dust from the enclosure lid
3. remove lid screws in star pattern to prevent warping
4. unscrew strain relief cap
5. replace strain relief plug with a two or 4 hole pass through plug, or 

drill solid plug with amount of pass through holes needed at the same 
size of the cable you intend on passing through. Plug will cinch by 1mm
when the cap is fully tightened.

6. Put cap over wires and pass wires through the holes in the plug, and 
install them into that specific channels terminal block as demonstrated 
previously during installation

7. Test that the channel works before moving forward, by actuating that 
channels switch on the panel

8. Tighten cap on the strain relief as much as possible by hand. This will 
prevent over-tightening of the strain reliefs, which may cause a failure 
in the sealing of our enclosure

9. inspect lid seal to make sure it is free of dirt, dust and contaminants. 
Please rinse lid with water and wipe clean before re-installation.

10.Re-install lid back onto the enclosure with the retaining screws in a star
pattern to make sure our enclosure seals properly.

11.Put the negative (-) cable back onto the battery/source
12.THE SYSTEM IS NOW READY FOR YOU TO USE YOUR NEW 

ACCESSORIES!

If you choose to run 2 accessories (IE: Fog lights, head lights, etc) off of 
the same channel, we include 2, and 4 hole strain relief inserts.



To hook up a accessory or piece of equipment 
that has hi/low, spot/flood, or light/halo options

 Disconnect negative (-) from battery or power source
 Choose two (2) channels for your accessory from 1-10
 Run the positive (+) and negative (-) wires from the 
accessory or equipment through the rubber grommets in 
the side of the enclosure meant for that channel
 strip the bare ends of the wires
 insert one (1) positive and negative wire set into the 
first channel you have chosen while inserting a screw 
driver blade into the terminal block.
 insert the other positive (+) and negative (if provided. If
one was not provided, splice the single negative into two 
(2) inside the enclosure) into the second channel you 
have chosen using a screw driver blade in the 
rectangular slot in the terminal block.

 Re-install negative (-) to battery or power source 

(Now, either you can use two separate switches on our board 

to switch between these options, or you can get a tri-pole 

switch. If you are using our switch panel, we recommend 

using two switches, as changing out switches will leave you 

will a hole in the switch board.)



To hook up a accessory or piece of equipment that will 

draw between 30-60 amps:
 Disconnect system from battery or power source
 Choose two (2) channels for your accessory from 1-10
 Run the positive (+) and negative (-) wires from the accessory 
or equipment through the rubber grommets in the side of the 
enclosure meant for that channel
 cut two pieces of red wire and two of black wire at proper 
gauge 
 strip the bare ends of all of the wires
 using our block connectors, connect one end of both previously 
cut red wires to the block connector, as well as the accessory 
positive (+). Do the same for the black wires, and accessory or 
equipment negative (-)
 Now connect each of the two smaller positive (+) wires to the 
first and second channels chosen. Do the same for the negatives 
(-)
 at the side of the board where the comm wire comes in and is 
connected to the board, disconnect the second chosen channels 
wire, and cut it at the main wire insulation while making sure you
do not cut any other wires.
 cut a small piece of similar gauge wire, and strip the insulation 
off of both ends
 while depressing the button on the top of the terminal, insert 
one end of the new wire into the same channel as the first 
channel.
 then take the other end, and put it into the secondary channels 
terminal.

 Re-install the negative (-) to the battery/power source

(this will jump the connection, meaning that when the first channel is 

turned on, it will also provide a signal to the second channel, having it 

turn on at the exact same time, providing you with up to 60A)



WARRANTY
Limited Lifetime Warranty

Power Tap has a Limited Lifetime Warranty. 

If any of the below are the reason of return, warranty will be denied and
the customer will be sent an invoice for all fees associated with the

inspection of the device & return shipping.

(1) any damage due to any of the following: (1a) shipping or other
transportation; (1b) storage; (1c) improper use or improper installation; (1d)

failure to follow the product instructions or to perform any preventive
maintenance; (1e) modifications; (1f) unauthorized repair; (1g) normal wear

and tear; or (1h) external causes such as accidents (including, without
limitation, any damage resulting from a vehicle crash), abuse, or other actions
or events beyond Seller’s reasonable control; (1i) water damage from improper

installation of accessory wiring or fittings;

(2) non-Qualifying Products (i.e. this Limited Lifetime Warranty does not cover
claims related to products manufactured by third parties, or products installed or

used in tandem with Qualifying Products, including, without limitation,
accessories or other electronic or electrical equipment that is being powered by

a Qualifying Product);

(3) claims made by parties other than the original consumer Buyer (i.e. this
Limited Lifetime Warranty does not cover claims made by subsequent vehicle

owners or subsequent owners of an otherwise Qualifying Product other than the
original Buyer).

Contact us:
The Power Tap

Unit 44 – 12211 Cambie Rd
Richmond, BC, Canada

v6v2h8
Email: Info@thepowertap.ca , Warranty@thepowertap.ca

Phone #: 236-883-7000
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