
2021 Virtual National Women’s Music Festival
Performance Schedule and Artist Information

Saturday  –  July 3, 2021     7-10pm 

(Central Daylight Savings Time)

7pm – Be Steadwell (Laura Kolb)
7:30 – Giwayen Mata  
8:00 – Holly Near & Jan Martinelli (Laura Kolb)
8:30 – Kofy Brown (Emily Kimmel-Kurtz)
9:00 – Big Bad Gina (Sunny 

For artist merchandise please go to the artist websites or Goldenrod.com

Holly Near &  
Jan Martinelli

“I do not separate 
my music from 
my heart nor 
do I separate 
my ideas from 
my daily life. I 

open myself up to learning as much as I can about 
humanity and this mysterious life experience, but I 
do not relate to political work as a series of ’causes.’ 
Moment by moment, I integrate what I learn into my 
personal life, personalizing my politics. It is from this 
personal place that I write my songs.”

50 creative years and 30 recordings. Respected 
around the world for her music and activism, her joy 
and passion inspire people to join in her celebration 
of the human spirit. Equally compelling at her shows 
or through your speakers, her music fully engages 
listeners in the world around them. Holly has made a 
career speaking to anyone in the world who believes 
in peace, justice, and feminism, a wonderful spectrum 
of humanity.

hollynear.com

Kofy Brown

an Oakland, CA musician, 
singer and songwriter has 
been a pioneering force in the 
Bay Area’s hip-hop soul scene 
since the early 90’s. Leading 
her band on tour paving the 
way for other indie artist to trek 

forth, the KBB have spread the gospel of Brown’s 
unique style of soul, rock, funk and more all over 
North America, Canada and Europe. Kofy Brown has 
thrived by following her own creative path. She and 
her band the KBB have developed a reputation for 
putting on an outstanding live show. Her music is a 
soulful combination of funk, rock, blues and hip-hop 
topped off with a singing and rap style she calls word 
song.

Kofy Brown is co-creator /bass player and one of 
the lead songwriters and vocalist in the legendary 
all black girl rock trio Sistas in the Pit. Kofy Brown 
is also currently playing drums and vocalizing with 
her latest project, Skip the Needle. Skip the Needle is 
comprised of veteran vocalists and musicians, Vicki 
Randle, Shelley Doty and Katie Colepits. The four 
women deliver a hard edge blend of soul, funk, rock 
and more.

Other projects include drumming for the refreshingly 
smart and witty Americana artist, Dillbilly, and 
occasionally holding down bass duties for the gospel 
soul infused Marcelle Davies-Lashley and folk-soul 
artist, Gina Breedlove.

Kofy Brown is a fiercely independent recording artist. 
The Washington DC native has released eight full-
length recordings on her own indie label Simba Music 
and is currently working on album number nine. 
She’s played the prestigious North Sea Jazz Festival, 
toured with Iggy Pop and has placed music on MTV 
and other indie films. Kofy Brown doesn’t plan on 
stopping anytime soon. Kofy Brown – Love Warrior

kofybrown.com

Big Bad Gina

Jori Costello, singer/songbird, guitar groovin, 
percussion pounding Goddess.  Renee Janski of 
UU choir fame, amazing Amazon arias and multi-
faceted musicianship. And Melodie Griffis of U of A 
jazz combo talent with an Angelic Cameroon croon 
keeping it rockin on the bass and jazzin it up with her 
ultra-fine guitar riffs ~ Add a slew of instruments, some 
kickin original tunes and select scintillating covers, 
and you have Big Bad Gina! an all womyn’s band 
based in Fayetteville, AR and ready to rock the region 
and nation with their award-winning “Amazon Warrior 
Princess” Goddess Groove! It’s Folkin’ Rockin’!

facebook.com/bigbadgina

Be Steadwell is a musician, 
filmmaker, storyteller from 
Washington DC.  In her live 
performances, she utilizes 
looping, vocal layering and beat 
boxing to compose her songs 
on stage.  Be’s original music 
features earnest lyricism, and 

affirming LGBTQ content.  Be’s goal as a musician 
is to make other black girls, queers, introverts and 
generally marginalized weirdos feel seen and loved.

With a BA from Oberlin College and an MFA in film 
from Howard University, Be’s love for music expands 
into filmmaking.  Her film Vow of Silence screened in 
film festivals around the world, including Black Star, 
HBO’s OutFest, The Schomburg Center, Inside Out 
Toronto, and Fringe Fest UK.  

Be has shared stages with fellow artist activists Big 
Freedia, Nona Hendryx, Nikky Finney and Gina 
Yashere.  In 2017 Be sang at The Women’s March 
on the National Mall behind Maxwell and Janelle 
Monae in Toshi Reagon’s Big Lovely Band.   In 2019, 
Be composed the music for The Alvin Ailey Dance 
Company’s production of “the gone”.  Later that 
year, Be wrote and directed a musical, A Letter to 
My Ex.  Be’s musical tells stories of love- narrating 
one character’s journey through the year following a 
breakup.  In 2020, Be released her newest album, 
Succulent.  During the pandemic, you can find Be on 
her Patreon channel- Patreon.com/besteadwell.  

besteadwell.com

Giwayen Mata is the award-winning, dynamic, 
soul stirring, all-sistah, dance, percussion, and vocal 
ensemble that celebrates the richness of traditional 
Afrika by exhibiting its exemplary art forms. The 
ensemble performs traditional, contemporary and 
original pieces that address issues pertaining to 
people of color, women, and the environment. The 
seed for the ensemble was planted in 1991 when 
Ramatu Afegbua Mahmud Sabbatt organized sistahs 
for jam sessions in city parks of Atlanta. This was 
done in the spirit of the principles of Kuumba and 
Kujichagulia (Kiswahili words for creativity and self-
determination).

This experience allowed many of the participating 
women to hone their respective talents either 
individually or with performing companies. In 1993, 
GIWAYEN MATA was formed in response to a call to 
Gail Vernon Zuri Sami Ra Maati Jordan from Amirah 
Wazir.

At Zuri’s request, Omelika Kuumba brought together 
eight of the other women from the jam sessions: 
Osunlade Fatunmise, Sarahn Henderson, Ife 
Hendricks, Sauda Jackson-Bey, Shalewa Mackall, 
Andrea Richards, Ramatu Sabbatt, and Ama Tyus. 
While rehearsing for Celebration ’93, the ensemble 
sought a name that would embrace the spirit and 
principles with which it was seeded. 

Ramatu, a native of Nigeria, shared the Hausa term 
GIWAYEN MATA with the ensemble.  The words 
literally translate as “Elephant Women”.   Elephants 
live in matriarchal social structures, and the females 
are respected for their powerful yet gentle and 
nurturing nature. Leaders of women’s organizations 
in Nigeria are referred to as “the GIWAYEN MATA”.  
This became the selected name and it is interpreted as 
“Elephant Leaders of Women” because the founders 
chose to be trailblazers, playing the jembe drum – an 
unprecedented first on the stages of Atlanta.  As artists 
of Afrikan descent, the ensemble felt a responsibility 
to be the leaders in the preservation of the cultures of 
Afrika and the Afrikan Diaspora.

Hailing from the US, Haiti, Senegal, and Ghana, 
GIWAYEN MATA represents women of international 
origins at various stages of womanhood. Collectively, 
they share more than 50 years of experience in modern, 
jazz, ballet, contemporary, Afrikan, Afrikan-American, 
and Caribbean dance forms, and sign language. Their 
backgrounds reflect multidisciplinary experiences as 
dancers, percussionists, choreographers, vocalists, 
thespians, poets, academicians, and lyricists.

giwayenmata.org

https://www.hollynear.com/
https://www.kofybrown.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bigbadgina
https://www.besteadwell.com/
https://www.giwayenmata.org/

