
The History of The Hahei Homestead 

Wigmore 

Robert Wigmore was an Irishman, from County Cork, born in 1816. It is 

believed that he first came to New Zealand in 1840 at the young age of 24. 

 It is assumed that during his stay in Whitianga, observing the kauri timber 

trade, that he visited Hahei. He left New Zealand in the year 1843 going to 

South America on a brig called “Bristolian”, which left Auckland. 

He was in back in Ireland in the year 1847, working as a civil engineer. When he 

was 33 he was in Canada where he married Fanny Willis. In the year 1866 he 

returned to New Zealand with a wife, Fanny and 5 children. It is also assumed 

that he returned to Hahei that year. He is shown as owning 230 acres valued at 

six hundred pounds. One block of 184 acres (Grange Road area over to the 

Wigmore Stream purchased in 1871, then other block of 46 acres purchased in 

1873 from Wigmore over the Pa hill.) 

Somewhere between 1868 and 1874 he built the “Big House” which still 

remains here today. It is understood that he actually built this house himself as 

he was an excellent carpenter. It is constructed of kauri timber, the logs were 

dropped into the bay and left to float ashore. The timbers are fixed with square 

nails. 

They had extensive gardens along with fruit trees and even to-day there are 

remains of the rock walls from these gardens and two old pear trees from the 

orchard. He also was the first in the district to plant paspalum grass. The 

Morton Bay fig tree and the Magnolia tree, by the Big House and the Osage 

Orange tree across from the store were also planted by Mr. Wigmore. The 

Osage trees (or Bow Wood) originate from the Red River Valley in Oklahoma 

USA and were used by the Indians to make bows and the earlier settlers to 

make wagon wheels. 

On September 19, 1890 Mr Wigmore died of natural causes out on his farm. 

Fanny Willis, who was only 19 when she married Robert Wigmore, continued 

to live on at Hahei until her death in 1911. She is buried by her husband. The 

burial place of Robert Wigmore and his wife Fanny in Hahei is marked by a 

cairn in the Wigmore Historic Reserve, at the end of Hahei Beach Road by the 

beach. 

Harsant 



Walter and Mabel Harsant had five children when they all finally came to live in 

the Big House at Hahei in 1915. Gladys, Dorothy, Muriel, Sonny (Walter Jr.) and 

Fred, later to come was Ken (Horace).Walter’s brother Horace was single and 

also came to live with the family. 

 People of this time were known for their hospitality, tennis, billiards and 

dances were often held in the house and gardens. For over twenty years 

church services were held on the Homestead lawn at Christmas. Schooling was 

initially conducted at the Homestead with a live-in teacher or a member of the 

family. The roll ranged from seven to ten pupils. 

Vaughan Harsant (son of Horace and his wife Florence) purchased the old 

Homestead to live in in around 1958. Electricity was finally brought into the 

valley area, and into the Big House, in 1961. (During the construction of this 

line Horace accidentally stood on a laid charge of dynamite and his leg was 

blown off!) 

In 1969 the Vaughan Harsant family offered 80 acres to the Land and Survey 

Department as a Recreational Reserve. This magnificent piece of coastline was 

officially gifted in 1972 and today is known as the world renowned Cathedral 

Cove Reserve. It was donated by Vaughan and his wife Dawn with the wish that 

all could enjoy its unspoilt beauty and it would remain untouched from 

subdivisions and commercial enterprises.  

The family also established the Hahei Holiday Resort which is dedicated to the 

same principal, so that families and visitors can come and enjoy the beauty of 

Hahei, no matter what their financial circumstances are. 

Jackson 

Shaun and Jo Jackson purchased the Homestead and property from the 

Harsant family in January 2018. They have been sympathetically restoring the 

beautiful Kauri home, have enhanced the landscaping, and have added two 

beautiful, private boutique accommodation units overlooking the stream 

running through the back of the property. 

The Lawnmowers Son first opened its doors st a boutique local gallery to 

support our Hahei and wider Mercury Bay artists in 2018.  The popularity of 

this prompted Shaun and Jo to expand the Art Space with a secondary Gallery 

and a beautiful outdoor space under Mavis the Morton Bay Fig tree in August 

of 2020.  



This beautiful new space has attracted artists from all across New Zealand, 

working in a variety of medium. 

 

Read more about Hahei and its rich Maori and European history here: 

https://www.haheicommunity.co.nz/ 

 

https://www.haheicommunity.co.nz/

