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I am regularly asked about backers and adhesives. There are many different kinds of backers (or 
bases) that you can mosaic on. It can be very confusing and overwhelming. Different backers are 
appropriate for different environments, tesserae and adhesives. So choosing a backer and the 
appropriate adhesive is crucial to the success of your mosaic project. Being familiar with your 
choices in backers and adhesives will help you achieve the desired result you want with your 
mosaic piece.  

This book is a compilation of some of the different mosaic backers that I have used throughout my 
years as a mosaic artist. I have also researched different adhesives and what they will bond to and 
included them in this list. 

The following alphabetical list of bases and adhesives will help get you started. We have assigned 
each backer to a Group. Our groups are: Engineered Wall Board, Glass, Masonry, Mesh, Plastics, 
Wood, Natural, and Metals. Then we have listed each backer and given a description for each, 
stated the common uses, how to cut and shape, the surface preparation, what adhesives work, the 
weight considerations, grouting considerations, best ways to hang, sources to buy the backers 
from, and any pros and cons.
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Particle Board
Plastic Objects
Plywood
PVC
QuikStik Mosaic Mesh
River Stone
Schluter Ditra
Schluter Kerdi Board
Skeewbacker
Slate
Styrofoam
Terracotta
Textile Objects
Wedi board
Wood objects
Wood Wall
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Acrylic (Lexan + Plexiglass)
Brick Wall
Cement Block Wall
ClearBack
Concrete furniture
Concrete steppingstones
Concrete wallboard
Concrete walls
Drywall (Gypsum Board)
Fiberglass Mesh
Glass Objects
Glass Pane
Hardboard
HardiBacker
MDF
Metal Objects
Metals
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Skeew.biz
Delivering the joy of making better mosaics is the mission of 
Skeew. Innovating mosaic backers, tools, and tesserae and 
sharing how-to videos, articles, newsletters, and e-books are 
methods that make it possible.
 
At its beginning, Skeew’s founders determined that it would do 2 
things better than all other mosaic suppliers. First - make backers 
that are as lasting as the tile that goes on them. Second - make 
backers that let artists unleash creativity like never before.

Today, Skeew offers more mosaic backer choices than any 
supplier on earth. And, mosaics on Skeew’s backers can someday 
be enjoyed as an antiquity.

© Skeew 

Lou Ann Weeks
Lou Ann has been a mosaic artist and teacher for nearly 20 years 
and a stained glass artist before that. Stained glass remains her 
most used tesserae. She has been privileged to study with some 
of the world’s most renowned mosaic artists and attend the 
Orsoni school in Venice, Italy.

Early on she decided to focus on large architectural installations. 
Over the years she has produced very complex mosaic projects. 
They are in large part a contributor to her expertise with the 
variety of mosaic backers discussed in this book.  

As a mosaic teacher, Lou Ann has conducted many classes, but 
her work with the website I-C-Mosaics.com has allowed her to 
share her expertise with hundreds of thousands of mosaic artists 
and enthusiasts that she could have never help in a classroom.
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Group:  Plastics

Description
Acrylic is a useful, clear plastic that resembles glass, 
but has properties that make it superior to glass in 
many ways. For example, a great advantage of acrylic 
is that it is only half as heavy as glass. It is also four to 
eight times stronger than glass. Acrylic is used to 
make various products and is known as the clearest 
material with a transparency rate of 93%. ClearBack is 
made from acrylics. Plexiglass is a brand of acrylic and 
is sold under many different names such as Acrylite, 
Lucite and Perspex. Lexan is another commonly used 
plastic. It is easier to scratch than Acrylics. 

Acrylic (ClearBack, Plexiglass, Lexan)
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Weight
Acrylic is very lightweight, but since you are adding mosaics 
to it, make sure your hanging system will support your 
project.

Grouting
Before you grout, if you are making a GOG (glass on glass) or 
GOA (glass on acrylic), you might consider putting a 
Weldbond wash over your piece. This wash is essential for 
sealing any edges where grout can seep under, leaving a 
discolored area between the backer and tesserae. This is 
called grout bleed. Dilute the Weldbond with water and paint 
over the entire surface, letting excess drain off. Then let dry 
overnight. Grout as usual with either sanded or unsanded 
grout, being careful not to scratch your glass with the sanded 
grout.
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Common Uses
Stained glass that is somewhat transparent is perfect on 
acrylics for achieving a glass-on-glass technique that many 
artists use. ClearBacks are wonderful for hanging in the 
window and letting the light shine through for that beautiful 
“Tiffany” style look.

Cutting + Shaping
To cut or shape acrylics, we recommend a saw with a 10” 180 
tooth blade. You can also use a variable speed jigsaw set at a 
low speed with a fine blade. If you score and snap acrylics, 
there is a good chance it will break unevenly for you. Drilling 
holes is achieved by using a drill with a bit for acrylics.

Surface Preparation
A clean, dust-free surface is all you need. 

Adhesive
I have tested many adhesives and my preference is the GE 
Silicone glue for household. Other adhesives that other 
artists use are MacGlue, E6000, Weld Bond, and many more. 
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Pros
See-through for GOG and GOA techniques
Lightweight
Will not shatter
4 to 8 times stronger than glass
Inexpensive

Cons
Can scratch easily
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Hanging
Holes need to be drilled into the acrylic before you begin your 
mosaic. ClearBacks may be pre-drilled because they are made 
for mosaics.

Sources
Skeew.biz for ClearBacks
Home Improvement Stores for acrylic sheets and panels
Hardware Stores for acrylic sheets and panels
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Group:  Masonry

Description
Brick is a most common type of masonry in use in industrialized 
nations and may be either weight bearing or a veneer. 

Common Uses
Brick walls are often great surfaces to create a mosaic on. 
Especially for community, neighborhood or school projects that 
have brick walls. You may need an un-coupling backer (see Ditra).

Cutting + Shaping
There is no need for cutting or shaping to be done to existing 
brick walls.

Brick & Concrete Block Wall
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Surface Preparation
Always start with a clean surface. If there are any rough areas, 
sand down as smooth as possible. You may want to apply a layer 
of thinset on the area the mosaic is going onto and let dry before 
you begin your project. This will give you a nice, clean and 
smooth surface for your mosaic.  

Adhesive
Thinset or any outdoor, weatherproof adhesive is recommended.

Grouting
Grout the mosaic as usual with sanded grout.

Hanging
If you prefer to hang a completed mosaic on a brick wall using a 
picture wire, make sure you have already installed the hanging 
system into your mosaic and then you can purchase brick or 
siding clips that fit over the brick which will hold a wire hanging 
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Brick & Concrete Block Wall

system. Masonry bits are necessary for attaching hooks to the 
wall.

Sources
Community neighborhoods, your backyard, etc.

Pros
Brick walls are sturdy and will support heavy mosaics
Great for a large community mosaic project

Cons
Plan to deal with weather conditions since installation is outside
Bricks are rough and difficult to install screws into



Group: Masonry

Description
Don’t be confused by Cement. Cement is one of the ingredients 
in concrete. If you mix water and cement and aggregates like 
sand, stone, etc., you get concrete. Concrete stands alone. 
Cement boards include Hardiebacker, Durock, Fiberboard, 
Wonderboard, and others.

Common Uses
Birdbaths, statues, paving stones, fountains, showers, doorsteps, 
etc.

Cutting + Shaping
To cut concrete, you need a circular saw with a tungsten, carbide 
or diamond blade. To cut cement board (Hardibacker), you can 
score and snap the sheet along the scored line. Use a carbide-
tipped scoring tool to make your score lines.

Concrete, Cement Board

Mosaic by Lou Ann Weeks © Skeew 10



Title

© Skeew 

Surface Preparation
Generally no surface preparation is needed, just start with a clean 
surface.

Adhesive
Since any concrete or cement boards are rated to be used in wet 
areas, always use an adhesive like thinset or one that states it is 
moisture-proof, weatherproof, etc.

Weight
Very heavy depending on size.

Grouting
Use sanded grout as usual.
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Concrete, Cement Board

Hanging
If you hang Hardibacker or similar cement board, make sure you 
use screws that are corrosion resistant. If you are installing two 
side-by-side, don’t butt them up against one another – leave a 
small gap for expansion and contraction.

Sources
Any home improvement store, garden center, concrete statue 
yard

Pros
Concrete and cement boards are resistant to moisture and mold, 
giving superior performance along with a limited lifetime 
warranty.

Cons
Weight - heavy
Difficulty in cutting



Group: Engineered Wall Board 

Description
Drywall (aka plasterboard, wallboard, gypsum panel, green 
board, sheetrock, or gypsum board) is a type of board made 
from plaster, wood pulp, or other materials used to form the 
finished construction of interior walls of houses. 

Common Uses
Mosaics are commonly placed on drywall to create backsplashes 
and bathroom borders. You can use mesh as a substrate and then 
adhere your mosaic to drywall as well. Any kind of decorative 
mosaic can be a wonderful addition to the walls of your home. 

Cutting + Shaping
None

Drywall
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Hanging
If you are hanging a mosaic on a drywall using a picture hanging 
wire, make sure you consider the weight of your mosaic and the 
hanging system’s weight ratings. 

Sources
Your home or office walls

Pros
Backsplashes and other mosaics in your home add your own 
artistic flare to your décor.
Readily available

Cons
May not be able to take your mosaic with you if you move. 
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Surface Preparation
You can mosaic directly to the drywall in your home or office. 
Make sure the surface is clean and dry. Rough up the surface 
using sandpaper. If need be, prime the walls with a sealer-primer 
before sanding. 

Adhesive
Thinset is a good choice if you are installing a backsplash or 
bathroom border due to the moisture in these areas. 

Weight
N/A

Grouting
Use sanded grout unless there is less than 1/16” grout line. Tape 
off surrounding areas where you don’t want grout to adhere to or 
“stain” and grout as usual.
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Group:  Mesh

Description 
Fiberglass mesh is a neatly woven, crisscross pattern of 
fiberglass. The mesh is often about 3/16” in size. For mosaic 
artists, there are 2 kinds: the non-adhesive fiberglass mesh and 
the self-adhesive fiberglass mesh. QuikStik Mosaic Mesh is a self-
adhesive fiberglass mesh that is alkali-resistant.

Common Uses
Self-adhesive fiberglass mesh is used when working over a 
pattern, just tape the pattern down, place the mesh over and 
press your tiles into the mesh. It can be cut into sections for 
easier transportation to the installation site, and works well on 
walls, floors and tabletops. Fine for indoor and outdoor usage. 
Non-adhesive mesh requires clear plastic between the pattern 
and the mesh and you will need to use either thinset or glue to 
stick your tesserae to the mesh.

Fiberglass Mesh
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Hanging
You can install your mesh that has your mosaic on it to a vertical 
wall. Just put your adhesive onto the wall, press your mesh into 
it. To keep it from sliding, anchor it with either push pins or 
screws to hold in place.

Sources
Skeew.biz
Home improvement stores for non-adhesive mesh

Pros
You can reposition your tesserae easily on self-adhesive mesh
Easy to cut so you can create individual mosaics on the mesh, 
then transfer them to a larger mosaic
Great for community projects
Transporting your mosaics to the installation site is easy
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Cutting + Shaping
Mesh is very easy to cut with scissors.

Surface Preparation
Prepare your backer with your adhesive first, then lay your mesh 
that has your mosaics on it, into the adhesive. Make sure your 
adhesive is thick enough so that some comes up through the 
mesh and grabs your tiles.

Adhesive
Mesh works well with all types of adhesives, particularly thinset.

Weight
Very lightweight

Grouting
Grout your mosaic as usual with sanded grout.
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Cons
Fiberglass can irritate your skin, so wear protective clothing
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Group: Glass

Description
According to the dictionary, glass is a hard, brittle substance, 
typically transparent or translucent, made by fusing sand with 
soda, lime, and sometimes other ingredients and cooling 
rapidly. It is used to make windows, drinking containers, and 
other articles. Tiffany, in my opinion, was the master of stained 
glass and mosaics on glass, a technique now referred to as glass-
on-glass.

Common Uses
Mosaic windows, window panes, suncatchers, glass jars, glass 
vases, and lots more provide wonderful bases to mosaic on.

Glass Panels, Objects
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Grouting
You can use your regular sanded grout if you are careful to not 
scratch your glass. Unsanded grout works as well with grout lines 
that are less than ¼” wide.

Hanging
Hanging a framed glass window works well as you can use the 
frame it is in to house the hanging system. If you want to hang 
your glass without a frame, you would need to drill holes into the 
glass which requires a carbide bit or diamond core bit made for 
glass for your drill. Here is a good step-by-step: https://
www.wikihow.com/Drill-Holes-Through-Glass
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Cutting + Shaping
Glass can be cut and shaped using a scoring tool and running 
pliers. You score the glass and break it with the pliers. You can 
also use a wet saw and a grinder to cut and shape and smooth 
edges.

Surface Preparation
As long as your glass surface has no cracks and is free of dirt and 
dust, there is no preparation.

Adhesive
Many adhesives work with glass. Weld bond, GE Silicone Glue, 
MacGlue, different epoxies; make sure you read the labels and if 
there are fumes, work in a well ventilated area.

Weight
The weight depends on the thickness. For a 1/8” thick square 
foot piece of glass, it weighs approximately 1.64 lbs.
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Pros
Glass is easy to mosaic on
You can create beautiful “Tiffany” style mosaics
Hang them in your window as suncatchers
Make great home décor items

Cons
Glass can shatter
Scratches easily
Need clear drying glue for GOG technique and it takes awhile for 
glue to dry if sandwiched between 2 pieces of glass
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Sources
Used furniture stores for old windows
Antique stores
Garage sales
Goodwill stores
Dollar stores
Thrift stores
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Group: Wood

Description
Wood has been a popular backer for mosaic artists. I try not to 
use it as it will warp and rot and there are so many better options 
for backers out there. However, if you want to use wood, there 
are many kinds you can buy at home improvement stores like 
MDF, plywood, hardboard and particleboard. Particle board is 
made up of wood chips and resin and coated or veneered; 
plywood is several thin layers of wood veneer glued together; 
MDF is medium density fiberboard which is made from recycled 
wood fibers and resin. Hardboard is similar to MDF only denser, 
stronger and harder, also very heavy.

Common Uses
Furniture, wall hangings, picture frames, wooden boxes, wood 
tabletops, tree stumps, the list goes on.

Wood, Hardboard, MDF, Plywood, Particle Board, Wood Objects, 
Walls, Furniture
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Adhesive
I do not recommend putting any wood backers outside, so 
adhesives that are water-based like Weldbond are only good for 
inside wood mosaic projects. You can use any type of white glue, 
thinset, anything that works on wood, just consider the 
environment your mosaic will be in.

Weight
Wood can be very heavy, depending on thickness and size you 
use.

Grouting
Grouting is normal for projects made on wood. Just follow the 
surface preparation notes above and make sure you sealed the 
wood first.

Hanging
There are many options for hanging a wood backer. You can 
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Cutting + Shaping
Cutting and shaping wood can be accomplished with different 
kinds of saws and knives.

Surface Preparation
Always start with a clean surface. Wood should always be sealed 
as this puts a barrier between your adhesive, grout and the 
wood. This is important to eliminate any moisture from your glue 
or grout to be soaked up by the wood and pop tiles. A good 
sealer is ½ Weldbond and ½ water. Make sure you cover all 
surfaces, including edges. Let dry thoroughly before you mosaic.  
Some woods that are very smooth should be “roughed” up to get 
a better grip for your tiles before you seal it. If there is any paint 
on the wood, you may want to sand it. MDF will come apart on 
you in damp environments, as will plywood which will also warp. 
Furniture is fun to mosaic, make sure it is sturdy enough to 
support your mosaic.

21

Acrylic (ClearBack, Plexiglass, Lexan)Fiberglass MeshGlass Panels, ObjectsWood, Hardboard, MDF, Plywood, Particle Board, Wood Objects, 
Walls, Furniture



Pros
Easy to find
Fairly inexpensive

Cons
Wood will always eventually warp and rot
Should not be used in wet areas
Can be heavy and hard to hang if you don’t want to frame it
Need correct tools to cut it

Title

© Skeew 

frame them and use a normal picture hanging system or you can 
drill holes, put screws through the wood and attach d-rings to the 
back before you mosaic it.

Sources
Home improvement stores
Craft and hobby stores
Used furniture stores
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Group: Metals

Description 
There are many different metals appropriate for mosaics, steel, 
cast iron, iron, bronze, brass. Make sure the metals you choose 
are sturdy. Aluminum may be too flexible causing tiles and grout 
to pop or crack. Metal can also contract and expand under 
different temperatures, so keep that in mind.

Common Uses
Metal tables, tabletops, mailboxes, backsplashes, different metal 
objects

Cutting + Shaping
Cutting can be done by saws with metal cutting blades, torches 
and metal cutting shears. The selection is based primarily on the 
metal. Shaping tools include hammers, torches and specialty 
tools for metal fabrication shops.

Metal Objects, Metals
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Hanging
Drill holes and add hanging system before adding tile, or put the 
finished piece in a shadow box or floating frame by glueing it to 
the frame.

Sources
Hardware stores
Home improvement stores

Pros
Durable

Cons
Metal expands and contracts in different weather conditions 
which will cause tiles to pop off.
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Surface Preparation
Remove any oils that might be on the metal. If the surface is really 
smooth, you may need to rough it up to get some “teeth” for 
your adhesive and tiles to grab onto.

Adhesive
Epoxy adhesives work well on metal. Usually you’ll have to mix 2 
components together before the epoxy is ready, but they work 
well. Be cautious about fumes so wear masks when necessary 
and work in a well-ventilated area.

Weight
Varies

Grouting
There can be issues with grout reacting chemically to aluminum if 
it directly contacts it. Grout other metals as usual with sanded 
grout. 
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Cutting + Shaping
You can cut PVC with any kind of saw.

Surface Preparation
Make sure PVC is clean, and you will want to rough it up to aid 
adhesion.
 
Adhesive
In my research, I came across information where Mapei’s Aqua 
Defense product, painted on PVC prepares the surface to accept 
thinset. I haven’t tried this, but Mapei recommended this to 
someone who stated it worked well. Another suggestion I found 
was to use a PVC Primer first which is reported to break down the 
PVC’s smooth surface so thinset has something to grip. Epoxy 
glue made for plastic was another suggestion.

Weight
Varies with size, thickness
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Group: Plastics

Description 
Wikipedia says “Plastic is material consisting of any of a wide 
range of synthetic or semi-synthetic organic compounds that are 
malleable and so can be molded into solid objects. ... Plastics are 
typically organic polymers of high molecular mass and often 
contain other substances.”  PVC is a common strong but 
lightweight plastic used in construction. So many items in our 
lives are made of plastic. The challenge with some plastic is that it 
may be flexible and not sturdy. I don’t recommend putting 
mosaics on any surface that is not stable enough or has any 
movement. 

Common Uses
PVC is commonly found in cylindrical shapes, so it is perfect for 
garden art, decorative umbrella stands, and more.
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Pros
PVC is a very sturdy substrate
Waterproof, long-lasting
Readily available

Cons
PVC may flex and can get hard and brittle in cold weather. Be 
sure to plan your project in accordance with your weather 
conditions.
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Grouting
Grout with sanded grout as usual.

Hanging
Frame or drill holes and hang with chain

Sources
Home Improvement stores
Hardware stores
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Group: Natural 

Description 
Nature provides us with some wonderful backers for mosaic 
artists: rocks, pebbles, slate, etc. The bigger and flatter, the 
better. You can mosaic on them or use them in other mosaic 
projects. Pebbles are another great found object that work well in 
mosaics.

Common Uses
As stated above, you can mosaic on them for decorating your 
garden or any outdoor area. Pebbles are wonderful for creating 
walkways or adding them to a mosaic wall hanging. 
 
Cutting + Shaping
No cutting or shaping is necessary; you just use what you have 
found.

River Stones, Slate, Natural Rocks
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Hanging
Make sure you don’t try to hang a mosaic that is too heavy on a 
wall with an insufficient hanging system.

Sources
Outside on the ground
craft or hobby stores also sell rocks and pebbles
Garden centers

Pros
Inexpensive

Cons
Don’t drop on your foot
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Surface Preparation
Make sure rocks and stones are clean, free of any oils or dirt. 

Adhesive
Thinset is one of the best outdoor adhesives. You can build up a 
bed of thinset and “sink” your small rocks or pebbles into it.  You 
can also use E6000 or other silicone adhesives that state they are 
good for outdoors.

Weight
Depends on sizes and shapes of rocks you use. 

Grouting
Using a sanded grout works well here. Tape off any areas you 
don’t want to get grout on and grout as usual. Remove tape 
when grout is dry.
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Group: Engineered Wall Board

Description
Ditra and Kerdi boards are made by Schluter. Ditra provides 
uncoupling to prevent cracked tiles and grout. Ditra also serves 
as a waterproofing layer that protects moisture-sensitive 
substrates. They can be installed on top of concrete, plywood, 
OSB (oriented strand board), gypsum, existing vinyl floors, 
structural planks, sub-floors, and radiant heated floors. KERDI-
BOARD is a multifunctional tile substrate and building panel, 
which can also be used in bonded waterproofing assemblies with 
tile. Wedi board and Skeewbacker boards are similar. They both 
have sytrofoam in the middle with outer layers of water-resistant 
materials. Wedi board has a cement-fiberglass outer coating and 
Skeewbackers are made with a high-density, waterproof 
extruded polystyrene core and a reinforced, waterproof 
membrane on both sides to give triple protection from water and 
vapor intrusion.

Ditra, Kerdi, Wedi, and Skeewbacker Boards
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Weight
Super-lightweight

Grouting
You can grout over the edges with sanded grout.

Hanging
Make sure to install a hanging system before you start the 
mosaic.

Sources
Home Improvement Stores
Tile Distributorships
Skeew.biz
Wedi.com
Laticrete.com
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Common Uses
Construction uses include showers, walls, floors, etc. Mosaic 
artists can use these for any kind of mosaic project in a shower, 
on a wall, on the floor, etc.

Cutting + Shaping
You can cut all of these boards with tools around your home, 
either a utility knife or a jigsaw. 

Surface Preparation
No preparation needed before you mosaic other than to possibly 
install your hanging system into the Wedi boards and 
Skeewbacker boards before you begin your mosaic.

Adhesive
Thinset, Weldbond, GE Silicone glue, any adhesives that will not 
impact the Styrofoam edges. 
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Pros
Lightweight
Water resistant

Cons
Wedi boards have cement dust and fibers and edges chip easily
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Group: Plastics

Description
Styrofoam is a generic term for expanded polystyrene foam. It is 
a type of plastic which is petroleum based. It is very lightweight 
and can easily be cut. Styrofoam blocks can be purchased and 
then cut and shaped into whatever size and shape you wish. 

Common Uses
Styrofoam balls can be mosaiced for outdoor garden art or small 
ones for Christmas ornaments. Shape it into a heart for a 
decorative sculpture. Manican heads can be covered in mosaics. 
Add Styrofoam shapes to a mosaic surface to create a 3-D 
mosaic. Just about any shape you want to make is a possibility.

Styrofoam
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this provides a barrier to solvents that may be in some adhesives.

Weight
Very lightweight - The only weight will come from the thinset and 
your tesserae.

Grouting
Use regular grout; nothing unusual to grouting Styrofoam.

Hanging
If you want to hang an ornament made with Styrofoam, cut off 
some of your ribbon and make it a loop, tying a knot in the end. 
Then put the loop of string through a bent wire and push it into 
the top of the Styrofoam ball. Push until the string is secure, add 
glue, and ready for hanging.
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Cutting + Shaping
Sharp blades, hot wire cutters, electric knife, are all good tools to 
use for cutting and shaping. Make sure you work in an area 
where you can control all the little Styrofoam balls that will 
ultimately come off and make a huge mess.

Surface Preparation
My advice is to wrap the Styrofoam in QuikStik Mosaic Mesh, 
cutting the mesh so that it fits tight to the surface. Then apply a 
layer of thinset mortar over the mesh generously to coat the 
entire surface. Let it dry and now you have a waterproof surface 
ready for your tesserae.

Adhesive
Glues that do not contain solvents will work on Styrofoam. Make 
sure you ready the labels as they can melt or dissolve Styrofoam 
if it does. Thinset works great, weld bond is fine, GE Silicon Glue, 
etc. If you coat your Styrofoam in thinset, this provides a barrier 
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Pros
Very lightweight
Easy to cut and shape
Waterproof after prepared
Does not rot

Cons
Made from oil, not a planet-healthy material
Messy to cut and shape

Title
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Sources
Craft stores
Companies that sell structural foam blocks
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Group: Clay

Description
Terracotta is a clay-like earthenware ceramic which is very porous. 

Common Uses
Used for flower pots, ornamental sculptures, also bricks. 

Cutting + Shaping
You can smash terracotta into pieces, but not easily cut or shape.

Surface Preparation
Because terracotta is a porous material, the entire surface needs 
to be sealed before adding tesserae to it. If you don’t seal it first, 
the moisture from your adhesives and grout can be absorbed 
into the terracotta, causing your tiles to pop and possible 
cracking in the grout. I like to use ½ weld bond and ½ water 
mixture and paint this all over all the surface areas and let dry. 

Terracotta
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Sources
Home improvement centers
Garden centers

Pros
Make beautiful mosaic decorations
Readily available

Cons
Breakable
Expands and contracts in some weather conditions 

Title
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mixture and paint this all over all the surface areas and let dry. 
Then add tesserae.

Adhesive
If your mosaic is going to be an outside mosaic, use either thinset 
or another exterior adhesive that will not be affected by weather 
conditions.

Weight
Can be heavy depending on size

Grouting
Grout as usual; however, make sure you apply a penetrating 
grout sealer. This will aid in preventing any kinds of mold or 
mildew to form.

Hanging
Not recommended.
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Group: Natural

Description
Textile objects are any object made from a type of cloth or woven 
fabric. Cotton, linen, silk, etc., are examples.

Common Uses
Sculptural forms are fun
3-D Elements

Cutting + Shaping
Fabrics are easy to cut with scissors
Shape using your hands and objects

Surface Preparation
Coating the textile in Thinset is the technique. Let dry between 
coats, add several layers of thinset until you obtain a very hard 
surface to mosaic on. 

Textile Objects
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Sources
Usually you can find a towel or type of fabric you want to use for 
this in your own home. 

Pros
Inexpensive
Fun to shape own backer
Get to be messy

Cons
None that I know of

Title
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Adhesive
You can use thinset or weldbond or any other type of adhesive, 
depending on environment this project will be exposed to.

Weight
Varies with size and type of tesserae you apply to the mosaic.

Grouting
Recommend using sanded grout.

Hanging
If this is a wall hanging, after the surface is hard, you can drill 
holes into it and use screws, washers and d-rings to hang a wire 
between. Make sure you use the appropriate hanging system for 
the weight of your mosaic.
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An adhesive is required in mosaics, but not all adhesives are compatible with all 
backers. So, we have included the following table of adhesives to show which 
backers they are compatible with. It has been compiled from my experience and 
research. 

Adhesives not on this list may be just as effective. When considering a different 
adhesive please read all Manufacturers’ labels for instructions on how to use their 
products and practice all safety measures associated with these products.
**See PVC Adhesives on page 24
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BACKERS GE Premium 
Silicone II Clear  THINSET WELD BOND E6000 MACGLUE EPOXY GLUES

Acrylic (Lexan + 
Plexiglass)

X X  X
Brick Wall X X X X X

Cement Block 
Wall

X X X X X
ClearBack X X  X

Concrete furniture X X X X X
Concrete 

steppingstones
X X X X X

Concrete 
wallboard

X X X X X
Concrete walls X X X X X

Drywall (Gypsum 
Board)

X X X  
Fiberglass Mesh X X X X X
Glass Objects X X X X X
Glass Pane X X X X X
Hardboard X X X X

HardiBacker X X X X
MDF X X X X

Metal Objects X X X
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BACKERS GE Premium 
Silicone II Clear  THINSET WELD BOND E6000 MACGLUE EPOXY GLUES

Metals X X X
Particle Board X X X X
Plastic Objects X X X

Plywood X X X X
PVC X** X

QuikStik Mosaic 
Mesh

X X X X
River Stone, 

Slate, Pebbles
X X X X

Schluter Ditra X X X
Schluter Kerdi 

Board
X X X

Skeewbacker 3D X X X
Stucco Wall X X X
Styrofoam X X X
Terracotta X X X

Textile Objects X X X
Wedi board X X X

Wood objects X X X X X
Wood Wall X X X X X
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Links to additional videos and articles pertaining to backers and adhesives are 
listed below.

I-C-Mosaics.com
          Video library:   https://i-c-mosaics.com/mosaic-technique-videos/
mosaic-art-learning-system.html
          Articles:          https://i-c-mosaics.com/blog/articles.html

Skeew.biz
          How to library:  https://skeew.biz/mosaic-how-to/category.html

More free E-Books at:   https://i-c-mosaics.com/mosaicebooks/e-shelf.html
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Thank you for reading this e-book. We hope it 
helps you have the joy of making better mosaics.

Please visit Skeew.biz to get more mosaic ideas 
or supply the ideas you have.
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