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Highlights of the 2023 TPIE & 
International Plantscape Awards

The second annual International Plantscape Awards Gala was a 
huge success!

Elliott and Tammy want to send out a heartfelt thank you to 
all our award winners and all companies who entered, as well, 
thank you to our corporate partners and sponsors, corporate 
table sponsors and individual ticket holders for the outstanding 
support that was received for the 2023 International Plantscape 
Awards Gala that was held at TPIE on January 19, 2023 in Tampa, 
Florida.  

We increased our awards program entries by over 50%, and our 
gala event participation by over 80%. We raised a total of $50,000 
which was over 139% increase in event gross revenues from the 
previous year. 

The total net revenues from this year’s gala was $20,000 
which went to support the National Horticulture Foundation, 
specificaly designated to the ‘Interior Initative Growth 
Endowment Fund (IIGF)’ to create long term sustainability for the 
Interiorscape Industry! 

*10% proceeds of each awards entry from the awards program
was also designated back to the IIGF that is included in the gross
and net revenue totals listed above.

Much gratitude and love to you all!!!
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Thank you for your 
amazing support!

Elliott Bennett & Tammy Hildebrand

I-Plants Magazine
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2023 Hall of Fame inductees Jim Mumford(above) & Bill Lyon(below).

New Beginnings!16



17iplantsmagazine.com | Edition #23-MARCH Issue



New Beginnings!18

Who could 
forget the 
fire alarm!
Photo credit to Bill Lyon from Plant-TecH2O 

for taking pictures of both the awards gala 

and T.P.I.E show.  Thank you for all you do!!
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Who are we to judge?
At the end of 2022, I had the honor and 
privilege to help with the judging of 
the 2023 Interiorscape annual awards 
program.  Myself, and 2 others, who have 
been in the industry for many years, 
reviewed more than 72 applications for 
these coveted awards. At first, I was 
intimidated. I have never done this before. 
My biggest question was how do we judge 
an applicant without physically inspecting 
the project? The answer was we must rely 
heavily on the photographic evidence, 
and particularly the descriptions of the 
projects, which are submitted by each 
applicant. 
Alright, that seemed appropriate. I 
reviewed a dozen or so applicants, but 
did not submit my scores until I reviewed 
them a second time and then a third. Then 
I took the average of my scores, which 
were pretty consistent, and sent them in. 
After that I began to score and send with 
my first review, confident that my review 
would be accurate. 
There were certain rules that were to be 
followed. Certain questions that should 

have been answered, above all the names of 
the applicants were not to be submitted so 
as to keep the anonymity of the applicants, 
sacred.
With each judge submitting their individual 
scores, the 10 highest collective scores were 
tallied and considered the finalists. We 
then had a phone meeting to discuss the 
finalists. At this meeting the winners were 
chosen. This was not an easy task. Each 
candidate had particular merits which stood 
out. Each candidate had unusually creative 
talents, and the end products were just 
awe inspiring. These characteristics made 
selecting one winner extremely difficult.
I was particularly impressed with the scope 
of some of the projects.  Hundreds, if not, 
thousands of plants were involved. The 
creativity of the designs literally took my 
breath away.  With respect to the green 
walls, the mechanics, installations, and 
colors were spectacular.  
Office building plantings, involving free 
standing plants, long planter boxes, and 
in some cases giant specimen trees, were 
astounding. While the sources of such 
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materials were unknown to me, I could 
not get over the fact that such specimens 
are even available in today’s market! When 
judging individual free-standing plants, 
I looked for architecture. When I was 
in the business, I specifically looked for 
usual plants with unusual forms.  Doing 
so, made an ordinary plant extraordinary.  
I called these plants “Living Sculptures,” 
which afforded clients the luxury of seeing 
something interesting, rather than the 
usual.  
In the category of replica plants aka “fake” 
plants, I was overwhelmed by the realism 
of these items.  The industry has made 
giant leaps in this area these last few 
decades.  Awesome is not the word for 
such creations.  Back in my day one could 
distinguish the living, vs the non-living 
a mile away. Not so now a days.  These 
are exceptionally realistic especially the 
mosses. Speaking of the “wow” factor, 
these arrangements definitely scored high 
in WOW!
The category, “Special Events and Holiday” 
displays were creative, lovely to look at, 
colorful, and remarkably festive.  From 
decorated Christmas trees, to wreaths, 
to bowl arrangements, to specialty 
lighting, these were fabulous! The unusual 
selection of materials, the artistry of 
designs, screamed festive, and joy to the 
eyes of the beholder.

What more can I say? Picking winners 
was not easy. I congratulate all of 
the applicants for the thought, the 
fortitude, and creativity that went into 
these projects.  What I learned from 
being a participant in this process is 

that the Interiorscape industry is alive 
and well. From the magnitude of giant 
projects to small bowl arrangements, 
the contributions proved to me that our 
industry is sound.  Interiorscaping has 
made tremendous leaps in technology 
and varieties of available material. In 
other words, a standing ovation for all 
who participated, for your outstanding 
achievements.  
Thank you, for showing the world that 
plants continue to be a part of healthy 
living and the wellbeing   of humanity. 
In any form it is true that healthy plants 
make happy people.  Any work space 
that remains barren of plant forms, is 
simply inhospitable.  In conclusion, the 
Interiorscape industry is here to stay. A 
giant WELL DONE to all of you. Until next 
time stay informed, stay creative and 
above all stay professional!

By: Carolyn Goodin, CLP-I

https://www.amazon.com/Smartee-Plants-Professionals-Guide-Indoor-ebook/dp/B07BBTBDWB


Painting 
the Company Vision 
for Your Team
By: Edward McDonnell

I’ve been asked in the past by our team: 

• Where are we headed as a company?

• What are our core values?

• What does our company look like in

3 years?

Here is a one-line Vision: At Botanical Designs, 

we’re creating a nationwide commercial 

plantscape provider, focused exclusively on 

achieving top notch quality and service level 

for our clients.

One liners are great, but they don’t necessarily 

tell you the “how” on achieving that vision. 

They require more detail to answer the 

questions above.

At our business, it was critical to figure out 

a way to paint the vision in much more 

detail, and we came upon the concept of 

an “operating system” for our business.  

We decided to implement Entrepreneurial 

Operating System (EOS) traction, though there 

are other operating systems out there that 

are equally good, such as Rockefeller Habits 

and The Great Game of Business.  The key is to 

have a system, and to stick with it

In this article, I want to show how we present 

our Vision to our team, and I hope that you can 

get some value out of seeing this.  For us, it has 

created a great foundation for helping to answer 

other important questions for our team that go 

beyond this framework:

• What type of leadership development

program do you need internally?

• What services will we offer to achieve it?

• What staffing positions will we need to

get there?

• What accounting system and CRM

should we choose?

• What do we need to budget financially

to get there?

• How do we communicate the vision to
our team?
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This format is from the book Traction by Gino 

Wickman. Botanical Designs did not create 

this system, and we have simply applied it to 

our business.  The key parts of the Vision are 

Core Values, Core Focus, Core Target (or Big 

Hairy Audacious Goal a.k.a. BHAG), Marketing 

Strategy, and 3-Year Picture.

For us, the Core Values are the critical 

foundation of the Vision.  Here is one way you 

can determine yours:

1. Write down the names of individuals at

your company who, if you had 100 of

each of them, you would be the best

company in the whole world

2. Then, think about specific traits on

why they are each so great – list out

those adjectives

3. Next, narrow the list to between 4 and 6

Core Values – and there you go!

4. Circle back on this list a few months

later to see if they still fit – if so, then

this probably the right list for you and
your company

When you think about your vision, perhaps it is 

not based around growth. Perhaps it is around 

remaining a lifestyle business, or even planning 

for an exit, or transition to the next generation of 

your business, or around something completely 

different. Your vision is your own. This type of 

tool can help you to capture that vision, and to 

communicate it to your team.

I am happy to hop on a call and chat through 

EOS and our experience, or I would also 

recommend speaking with Karin Horn at NIN. 

This is just a very quick glimpse of what EOS 

represents.

ABOUT:

Edward McDonnell is CEO of Botanical Designs 

and McCaren Designs. He joined the industry 

in 2018 and learned quickly from the existing 

teams at Botanical Designs that Quality and 

Responsiveness are the best way to be.  Since 

then, Botanical Designs has also acquired 

McCaren Designs, Greenwalls.com, The Interior 

Foliage Company, and Plants Unlimited, and 

has built a track record of continuing the high-

quality legacy of the prior owner of each of those 

companies.  Edward and team have focused 

on building robust backend systems to help 

employees solve issues, so that they can focus 

on what they do best: top level quality and 

responsiveness for clients.
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In recent years, workplace design has undergone 
a significant transformation. With the rise of 
the wellness movement, many companies are 
reimagining their workspaces to promote employee 
well-being and productivity. This is accomplished by 
incorporating hospitality design elements, such as tall 
large-scale planters, into the office environment.
When placed strategically throughout the office and 
planted with plants, they can create a calming and 
peaceful atmosphere, leading to a more productive 
workforce.

Tall planters, in particular, are a great fit for the 
modern workplace because of their ability to add a 
sense of scale and depth to an interior. By bringing 
the natural beauty of plants to the workplace, tall 
planters can help to create a welcoming and inspiring 
environment for employees and visitors alike.
In addition to their aesthetic appeal, large-scale 
planters can also provide practical benefits. They 
can be used to divide open spaces, create privacy for 
work areas, and even act as natural sound barriers. 

These features can help create a more functional and 
efficient workspace tailored to the business’s specific 
needs.

At Architectural Supplements, we understand 
the importance of large-scale planters in modern 
workplace design. Our wide selection of planters 
includes options for every type of space, from tall and 
narrow to large, expansive designs. We offer a range 
of materials, including fiberglass, Fiber Clay, Fiber 
Stone, and recycled plastic, allowing you to choose 
the perfect planter for your space.

In conclusion, large-scale planters are a great fit for 
the modern workplace, especially as offices take 
on more hospitality design elements. Businesses 
can create a functional and inspiring space by 
incorporating natural elements into the office 
environment. At Architectural Supplements, we have 
a wide selection of planters to choose from, making it 
easy to find the perfect fit for the workplace.

Greening the Workplace: 
How Large-Scale 
Planters 
Elevate Your Office’s 
Design Game.
By: Jean-Pierre Sijmons
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10 Fun 
Shamrock 
Facts for 
St. Patrick’s 
Day

The shamrock is so heavily associated with 
Ireland’s heritage and history that it is often called 

the unofficial symbol of Ireland.

1. Shamrocks Only Have 3 Leaves

Lots of people confuse the shamrock with the 

so-called lucky four-leafed clover. These plants 

are not quite the same thing. Although they are 

both clovers, they are different because of the 

number of leaves and the associated meanings 

that are given to the plants based on this. Both 

the shamrock and the four-leafed clover come 

from the white clover plant. This plant normally 

has only three leaves that come off from each 

stem. Trifolium Repens is the scientific name for 

this plant, and Trifolium means “three leaves.” The 

four-leaf version is a rare variation or mutation of 

this clover and is, therefore, much harder to find. 

In fact, there are also five-leaf clovers and more 

which are also rare.

2. The Shamrock Is Not the Official Symbol of Ireland

This three-leaf clover called the shamrock is one of the 

most widely recognized symbols of Ireland and is often 

referred to as the unofficial symbol of this country. The 

official symbol is actually the Irish harp instead.

Many people take one glance at the shape and the 

green color of this plant and then immediately identify 

it with Ireland. The shamrock is referred to as the 

national plant of this country which lies off the west 

coast of England. It is normally worn with much pride 

as a symbol on St. Patrick’s Day. This occasion falls on 

March 17th each year.

3. Shamrock Means “Summer Plant”

The name for the shamrock originates from the age-

old Irish word “seamrog.” This word is translated in 

some cases to mean “summer plant,” which makes 
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sense because white clover is prolific in the summer 

months. You often see bees all over it. The name also 

comes from the Gaelic word meaning “little clover.”

4. Saint Patrick Used the Shamrock to Teach

About the Holy Trinity

When Saint Patrick traveled over to Ireland in the 

fifth century and began preaching the word of God, 

there was a small problem. Unlike today, Christianity 

was traditionally spread around by word of mouth. 

Armed with this knowledge, this Saint is said to have 

used the shamrock and its distinctive three leaves 

to teach the people all about the Holy Trinity: the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Saint Patrick showed the Irish people that while the 

parts of the Holy Trinity were each separate entities, 

they were also all connected together as well. It is 

the same with the shamrock because it has three 

separate leaves which grow and then branch out 

from one single stem. We still do not know for sure 

whether the connection between this Saint and the 

way that he is said to have taught with the clover 

is actually true. However, it is certainly a good story 

nonetheless. It does make sense that a three-leaf 

clover is a symbol of the Holy Trinity.

5. St. Patrick Made the Shamrock Famous

Eventually, this plant came to be regarded as 

something holy. It came to represent the teaching 

of the man turned Saint who had come to preach 

the word of God to all people. It is widely believed 

that Saint Patrick also suggested that the shamrock 

would offer a bit of luck. For these reasons and also 
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the religious connotations too, the symbol of this 

wonderful plant is often displayed proudly in Irish 

parades and celebrations. It is a plant and a symbol 

that is well loved by the people of this charming 

country.

6. The Shamrock Was a Symbol of Rebellion

The meaning of symbols can often change 

throughout history, and sometimes rather 

dramatically too. In the early 1900s, the shamrock 

became a symbol of rebellion of the Irish people 

against the English. As a symbol of rebellion, openly 

displaying this three-leaf clover was made illegal and 

punishable by death.

7. Shamrocks Were Important to Ancient Druids

This plant isn’t just connected with Irish Christianity 

either. Druids are said to have thought that this 

three-leafed clover was actually a lucky charm to 

ward off any evil spirits. They also thought it was holy 

because the three leaves form what is called a triad, 

which was important to their beliefs.

This triad symbol is derived from the ancient and 

Pagan belief that earth and water are representative 

of a goddess. This goddess encompasses every 

stage of a woman’s life: the Maiden, the Mother, 

and the Crone. The triad is a design of three 

interlocking and overlapping oblong shapes with a 

triangle in the middle. This is symbolic and stands 

for the goddess who embraces all three of these 

particular female entities.

8. Three Is a Symbolic and Special Number

The very concept of threes is vastly important in 

Celtic symbolism. Most Pagan religions regard 

the number three as being holy because of the 

numerous philosophies and states of being 

which can be applied to it. Positive, neutral 

and negative is one. Masculine, neutral, and 

feminine is another. Maiden, mother, and 

crone is yet another. Three is representative of 

luck in so many religions, specifically in Celtic 

Druidism, which predates Christianity by many 

thousands of years. So we can see why a plant 

that had three distinct leaves was going to be 

so important to faiths and religions where this 

number really stood for something.

9. The Shamrock Is Still Used in Weddings Today

Shamrocks are often placed as a lucky emblem 

and motif in the wedding bouquet of an Irish 

bride. This is an old custom and tradition that is 

still often followed today in modern weddings.

10. You Can Grow Your Own Shamrocks

The shamrock is said to be a fairly easy plant to 

grow, and you can get them as seeds or bulbs. 

If you plant these indoors around early January 

time, then you could get a nice little growth 

by the time St. Patrick’s Day comes around in 

March.
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