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Editor
Welcome everyone, in this month’s issue 
we say rest in paradise to industry veteran 
Bruce Jenson.  We have a lovely story from 
his wife Barbara Jenson titled A STORY OF 
A LIFE VERY WELL LIVED. I highly recom-
mend taking the time to read it! 

We also look at this years Hurricane season 
for North America. Knowing when to stock 
up is a very smart move for interiorscap-
ers! And speaking of weathering the storm, 
there is a great article from William Braid of 
Plant Designs in London, England.  William 
goes into detail about how business has 
changed and in some cases for the better.

We pick up once again with Carolyn Goodin 
and the history of the industry part 4.  The 
Nasa study is discussed and how the indus-
try took this information to market compa-
nies in the late 1980’s through the 1990’s into 
the early 2000’s.  

As a disclaimer some of the studies have 
been proved otherwise however I have 
included links to six of the original NASA 
studies directly from the NASA archives and 
you can make your own opinions.  

We also are showcasing an article that 
was run in another publication.  A Miami 
penthouse that won a Biophilic Design 
Gold award from an installation of a green 
wall system from GSky Plant systems just 
recently sold.  The house is gorgeous and is 
a great example of Biophilic Design in many 
ways.  

Have a great August and enjoy this 
month’s issue!

Elliott Bennett



Article Credit: By Alan Woodward,  INSIDER

2021 

HURRICANE SEASON

ropical Storm Elsa made landfall 
on Florida’s Gulf Coast on Wednes-
day, bringing 65-mph winds and 
heavy rain.

 Storms get names when their cyclonic winds reach 
39 mph, and Elsa is already the year’s fifth named 
storm. It’s the earliest point in the Atlantic hurricane 
season that we’ve ever seen the fifth named storm 
form. 

That’s not wholly unexpected, though: Two months 
ago, ahead of hurricane season, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration reported 
a 60% chance that 2021 will be an “above normal” 
hurricane year, just like 2020.

Last year’s hurricane season broke two records — it 
had the highest number of named storms ever, 30, 
and the most ever to make landfall, 11.

“The NOAA May forecasts for 2020 and 2021 are 
very similar,” Astrid Caldas, a senior climate scien-
tist with the Union of Concerned Scientists, told 
Insider. She added that the agency will update its 
forecast in August.

For now, NOAA predicts between six and 10 
hurricanes in 2021. That includes three 
to five major hurricanes — meaning 
a hurricane that’s a Category 3, 
4, or 5, with winds at least 111 
mph. There were seven major 
hurricanes in 2021.

Overall, the average number of 
predicted storms per season 
has increased. NOAA recently 
updated its seasonal hurricane 
predictions based on data from 
1991 to 2010, so a season that’s con-
sidered average now would now have 

14 named storms, seven of which are hurricanes. 
That’s up from 12 storms in total, with six being 
hurricanes.

The number of predicted storms per season is 
increasing.

By definition, any cyclone-shaped storm with 
winds faster than 39 mph is a tropical storm. 
Above 74 mph, it’s a Category 1 hurricane on the 
Saffir-Simpson scale. Typically, hurricane season 
runs from June 1 to November 30, with activity 
peaking around September 10. But Caldas thinks 
the season may be getting longer over time.

“2021 is the seventh year in a row that a storm 
formed before the official start of the season,” 
she said. The first storm of the season, Ana, 
formed in May.

A key factor in determining whether a hurricane 
season will be above or below normal is the El 
Niño/La Niña cycle. 

El Niño suppresses hurricane formation because 
it produces strong westerly winds across the 
Atlantic that shear the tops off of tropical storms 

as they build. La Niña, by contrast, weak-
ens those same winds, allowing more 

storms to form. In 2020, there was 
no El Niño to suppress hurricane 

activity, Caldas said. That, 
combined with warmer water in 
the Atlantic and an enhanced 
monsoon season in western 
Africa, increased the likeli-
hood of an active hurricane 

season.

Conditions are similar this year, 
she said, though La Niña might 

emerge later in the season.

T

The 2021 hurricane season is expected to be ‘above 
normal’ yet again — and that’s based on a new 

official definition of normal
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In 2020, there was no El Niño to suppress hurri-
cane activity, Caldas said. That, combined with 
warmer water in the Atlantic and an enhanced 
monsoon season in western Africa, increased the 
likelihood of an active hurricane season.

Conditions are similar this year, she said, though 
La Niña might emerge later in the season.

Hurricanes are getting stronger, wetter, and 
slower

Earth’s warming increases the chance that a 
hurricane will be more devastating. Rising ocean 
temperatures in particular play a major role, 
since the temperature of the water below a storm 
influences its wind speed. A 1-degree-Fahrenheit 
rise in ocean temperature can increase a storm’s 
wind speed by up to 20 miles per hour, according 
to Yale Climate Connections.

That also enables storms to intensify and develop 
into powerful hurricanes in less time. There’s a 
term for this: Rapid intensification refers to an in-
crease of at least 35 mph in a storm’s wind speeds 
within 24 hours. 

Last year, this happened with Hurricane Laura — 
its winds jumped from 75 to 140 miles per hour 
on August 26, catapulting the hurricane from 
Category 1 to Category 4.

These intensification events have gotten more frequent 
over the last 40 years. One study found that the chance 
a hurricane will undergo rapid intensification went from 
1 in 100 in the early 1980s to 1 in 20 by mid-2005.

“Hurricanes are becoming stronger, wetter, slower, and 
more destructive, and all these trends have been linked 
to anthropogenic global warming in one way or another,” 
Caldas wrote in a blog post.

Over the past 70 years or so, the speed at which hurri-
canes and tropical storms move has also dropped about 
10%, according to a 2018 study. That’s a problem, since 
it means any given storm has more time to pummel an 
area with wind and rain.

To make matters worse, a warmer atmosphere can hold 
more moisture, so a 10% slowdown in a storm’s pace 
could double the amount of rainfall and flooding that an 
area experiences. The peak rain rates of storms have in-
creased by 30% over the past 60 years. That translates 
to up to 4 inches of rain in an hour.

Click on picture  video link below to learn more on how sci-
entists say climate change can make hurricanes stronger,

Making The New Normal Better!8

https://www.insider.com/climate-change-can-make-hurricanes-stronger-2017-9?utm_source=copy-link&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=topbar


iplantsmagazine.com | Edition #7 - July 9



Making The New Normal Better!10



iplantsmagazine.com | Edition #7 - July 11

Article Credit: PROFILEmiami  /  Images Credit: Douglas Elliman

teve Bendat of Aquantis Group has 
once again broken the record for most 
expensive single family home sale in 
West Palm Beach after his project at 
6717 S Flagler Dr closed for $15.057 

million. The record breaking sale comes just over 
two years after Bendat first broke the record with 
his project at 2914 Washington Road, which sold 
in May 2019 for $11.5 million. 6717 S Flagler Dr was 
listed in May 2020 as the most expensive home in 
West Palm Beach to ever hit the market, priced at 
$17,750,000 with Burt Minkoff of Douglas Elliman. 
The price was reduced to $16,750,000 and went 
into contract within 30 days of the reduction. Chris 
Leavitt of Douglas Elliman represented the buyer in 
the transaction which closed on July 8, 2021. 

Designed by developer Steve Bendat and architect 
David Lawrence, 6717 S Flagler Dr is an estate com-
pound that maximizes the tropical nature of South 
Florida, overlooking the spectacular Intracoastal 
with views of the ocean. The home has the feature 
to run completely on solar power energy with elec-
trical service tied to a solar panels that are capable 
of net zero metering. 

6717 S Flagler Dr spans 15,000 SF spread over 
three-stories. The home features an interior 
“floating” glass staircase, an outdoor stainless-steel 
circular staircase, an all-glass indoor elevator with 
back-lit onyx surround, a commercial exterior 
elevator, six bedrooms, nine bathrooms, and two 
powder rooms. There is also a theater room, a ded-
icated gym, a private guest house, a home office, 
and a four-car air-conditioned garage. 

Other features include the finest finishes such as 
custom hidden base and door surrounds with a 
Reglet system throughout, 10 foot solid core doors 
with Tactus hidden hinges, walnut and lacquer cabi-
netry, backlit Illuminated stone wine cellar and glass 
elevator shaft, polished steel, walnut and glass 
floating staircase, LED ceiling cove lights, even a 
glass fronted spa overlooking the Intracoastal.

Outdoors features lush landscaping with a pool 
with jacuzzi, multiple patios over each floor, and a 
rooftop deck complete with a summer kitchen. The 
home also features a coveted private dock across S 
Ocean Blvd. on the Intracoastal Waterway. 

The property is uniquely designed to be Hurricane 
resistant, built with extra-large footers, reinforced 
steel, poured concrete floors, and concrete-filled 
block, making the home virtually indestructible 
and soundproof. The home is also pre-wired with 
fiber optic cable capable of transmitting 8K video 
to every room and patio. There’s also a whole house 
70Kw generator at the ready in case of emergency. 
All recessed lighting is the highest end Tech Light-
ing Element fixtures.  

S

The Worlds Finest 
Pent House

TOUR A RECORD BREAKING WEST PALM 
BEACH WATERFRONT ESTATE WHICH JUST 

SOLD FOR $15.057 MILLION

https://profilemiamire.com/miamirealestate/2021/7/13/tour-a-record-breaking-west-palm-beach-waterfront-estate-which-just-sold-for-15057-million
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Article By: Carolyn Goodin, CLP 

             n 1989, NASA released its findings re    
             garding the healthful benefits of plants.  
              Originally the study was to find a means to provide 
renewable sources of Oxygen to be used in the space 
stations.  

Prior to the study, the discovery of Sick Building Syn-
drome, attention to “Stress in the Work Space”, psy-
chological studies indicating a need to coexist among 
the green things, and the discovery of harmful VOC’s, 
Volatile Organic Compounds, off gassed by ordinary 
building materials, furnishings and cleaning supplies, 
encouraged NASA to expand the study.

In cooperation with ALCA, Associated Landscape 
Contractors of America, and its new acquisition Plants 
for Clean Air Council, PCAC, the study set out to identify 
solutions to the aforementioned problems. The ques-
tion: How do we improve indoor air quality such that 
people will not get sick while working or living indoors? 

The subjects of study were plants, more specifically, 
“Houseplants” which people tend to buy for various rea-
sons.  The knowledge of the photosynthetic mechanism, 
the push for coexisting among the green things, the 
Back to Nature Movement, and a new quest to “Bring the 
Outdoors In,” plants were the logical study.

Placing plants indoors for their natural forms and sourc-
es of renewable Oxygen, was a good start.  However, 
with VOC’s floating around in the interiors, and with the 
knowledge that plants absorb CO2, a question arose as 
to whether plants absorb other molecules as well.  

It was logical to explore this possibility.  The following 
is a list of VOC’s and the materials which off gas them.  
Some of this information may be shocking. (Source: 
mashrita nature cloud 1, www.mashrita.com)

1. Trichloroethylene:  computer ink, lacquer, varnish, 
paint and paint remover, adhesives.

2. Formaldehyde:  paper bags, paper products such 
as tissues, waxed paper, plywood, synthetic fabrics.

3. Benzene:  used to make plastics, resins, lubri-
cants, drugs.  found in tobacco smoke, furniture wax, 
glue.

4. Xylene:  rubber, leather, tobacco smoke, vehicle 
exhaust.

5. Ammonia: window cleaners, floor wax, smelling 
salts, fertilizers.

6. Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) main source, vehicle emis-
sions and factories burning fuel.

7. Sulfur Dioxide (SO2):  burning of fuel by factories 
and industry.

8. Suspended Particulate matter (SPM’s):  suspended 
solids and liquids too small to see with the naked eye.

All of these chemicals cause the irritations men-
tioned earlier, but with long exposure can cause 
serious damage to the cardiovascular system as well 
as cause asthma.  Not good!  NASA placed a number 
of different kinds of plants in sealed jars and injected 
the chemicals into the encasement.  What they found 
was astonishing. Plants do, in fact, absorb these nas-
ties, metabolize them and return pure, life sustaining 
Oxygen.  Plants indeed, filter air of harmful substanc-
es and are a means  for reducing  the ailments that 
plague our indoor spaces!  To be effective the study 
recommended, 1 medium sized plant for every 100 
square feet of indoor space. 

I

History part 4The Famed
NASA
Study
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Nephrolepis bostoniensis 
Great for eliminating formaldehyde.  Typ-
ically, a hanging plant “Boston Fern” can 
and should be employed as table plants 
as well.  Although it requires a good deal 
of humidity, it also returns a good deal of 
humidity.  It has a high transpiration rate 
because of multiple leaflets on its fronds.  
For dry indoor air it is a living humidifier.  
It requires a bit more grooming and care, 
but the grace and lacy appearance is 
great for spirit lifting.  Ferns will grow well 
in a north facing window where it tends to 
be cooler. 

NASA thus proved that Man MUST coexist among the 
green things, especially indoors where bad air tends to 
be trapped.  If people want to be healthy, plants must 
be employed in indoor spaces.  Which plants delivered 
the most benefits?  The following list outlines the 10 
most beneficial plants for cleaning indoor air pollution.  
They are not listed in order of effectiveness, but by the 
toxins they absorb. 

These are the top 10, however there are many others 
that have been added through continued studies. 
It would be wise to capitalize on this information in 
sales and marketing programs.  We are experiencing 
a contraction in the industry, presently, and it will be 
prudent to reinvent ourselves.  One of the best ways 
to get people to buy plants is to educate them to the 
health benefits plants provide.  If we are to regrow our 
industry, it is quite frankly, up to us.  Ponder this!  Next 
time we will add more history to the story. Until then, 
stay well and stay professional!

Spathiphyllum,
“Peace Lily” 
Rich, shiny green foliage 
with bright, contrasting 
white bracts, Spathiphyllum 
is not only showy, but very 
effective in absorbing irri-
tants from the air. In fact, 
this plant will absorb nearly 
all of the nasty VOC’s from 
the air! It’s a Super air filter. 

Sansevieria trifasciata
 ‘lauerntii’  Silver, or yellow edged 
Bow Stringed Hemp or Snake Plant
This plant does its work at night. 
It is part of the CAM group (Cras-
sulacean Acid Metabolism.) Great 
plant for Bedrooms. It absorbs: 
formaldehyde, xylene (cigarette 
smoke) benzene and Trichloreth-
ylene. Another super filter!

Hedera helix “English Ivy” 
One of the best filters of cigarette 
smoke and the carcinogens found 
within. Cleans air borne fecal 
matter from insects and rodents. 
Yes Rodents!

Epipremnum aureum  
“Golden Pothos” is very effec-
tive for eliminating formalde-
hyde. Great for office plants, 
and anywhere synthetic 
fabrics are employed.  

Dracaena deremensis 
fragrans 
This is a cane plant that 
is available is many 
varieties. The ‘Janet 
Craig’ with its rich 
green, shiny leaves is a 
favorite.  These elimi-
nate trichloroethylene 
from solvents, particu-
larly varnishes. If there 
is furniture in the room, 
there are varnishes!

Chamaedorea  seifrizii 
Known as the “Bamboo 
Palm”  it has a high 
transpiration rate and 
thus adds humidity to 
the environment. It also 
eliminates benzene and 
trichloroethylene.  Its 
relatively slender form, 
allows it to be em-
ployed in narrow areas. 
Placement near copy 
machines, a source of 
VOC from computer ink, 
is helpful.
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Please find below links to six of the Nasa studies related to this article!

Cleaner Air for home and office

Foliage Plants for improving indoor air quality

Houseplants, indoor air pollutants and allergic reactions

Interior landscape plants for indoor air pollution abatement

Phytoremediation of indoor air

Plants and their microbial assistants

Rhapis excelsa “Lady 
Palm” Handles a vari-
ety of light situations, 
this palm eliminates 
most if not all of the 
nasty VOC’s, making 
it an excellent choice 
for indoor air filtering. 
It grows slowly which 
means it costs more 
than other palms, but 
with proper care it will 
sustain for long periods 
between rotations.

Clorphytum comosom “Spider 
Plant” This plant is mostly em-
ployed as a hanging basket.  One 
can place this on shelving or banks 
of file cabinets, where the shoots 
with new plantlets will drape 
beautifully.  Excellent absorber of 
Carbon Monoxide.  This is a partic-
ularly deadly VOC, because it has 
no odor.  Most VOC’s can be de-
tected my smell.  For example, new 
carpet has a distinct smell. Rule of 
thumb is if one can smell it, it is off 
gassing VOC’s.  Thus, the Spider 
plant is one of those plants which 
will help cover the bases.  It also 
absorbs cigarette smoke.

Dracaena marginata 
“Dragon Tree” This is a plant 
that never goes out of style.  
Its architectural form makes 
this plant very desirable.  In 
addition, it absorbs Xylene 
and Trichloroethylene. Thus, 
it is another great selection 
for office spaces.

Please visit https://ntrs.nasa.gov/search?q=B.%20C.
%20Wolverton&subjectCategory=LIFE%20SCIENCES
%20(GENERAL) for additional studies.

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0444/6253/8915/files/Cleaner_Air_for_home_and_office_-_Dr_Wolverton.pdf?v=1627528766
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0444/6253/8915/files/Foliage_Plants_for_improving_indoor_air_quality_-_Dr_Wolverton.pdf?v=1627528798
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0444/6253/8915/files/Houseplants_indoor_air_pollutants_and_allergic_reactions_-_Dr_Wolverton.pdf?v=1627528815
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0444/6253/8915/files/Interior_landscape_plants_for_indoor_air_pollution_abatement.pdf?v=1627528829
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0444/6253/8915/files/Phytoremediation_of_indoor_air_-_Dr_Wolverton.pdf?v=1627528845
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0444/6253/8915/files/Plants_and_their_microbial_assistants_-_Dr_Wolverton.pdf?v=1627528856
https://ntrs.nasa.gov/search?q=B.%20C.%20Wolverton&subjectCategory=LIFE%20SCIENCES%20(GENERAL)
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By: William Braid
Owner Plant Designs, London England

he pandemic has been difficult for everyone, and dealing with it as a business has been an unprece-
dented challenge. Whilst many businesses could transition into home working during the seemingly 
endless lockdowns, for Plant Designs and our horticultural teams it wasn’t quite that simple. With 
clients all across London, we had to adapt to a new way of living whilst ensuring our plants were 
nurtured and thriving. Even now, we continue to work under the cloud of COVID as factors such as 

self-isolation remain a potential hurdle for our vital teams who do not have the luxury of working from home.
However, though the past year brought complexities, we look forward to the future with a cautious sense of 
optimism. Our business and industry has been through many changes, but there’s hope ahead.

T

How Plant Designs London Adapted to the Pandemic

Weathering the Storm
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MAINTENANCE

During spring 2020 and the strict-
est of lockdowns here in the UK, 
gaining site access became an 
issue due to many offices being 
vacated while everyone was work-
ing from home. We had to commu-
nicate regularly with our clients 
to stay abreast of the changing 
landscape, which our client manag-
ers did virtually through frequent 
emails and phone calls. As soon as 
our maintenance teams were given 
permission to return to client sites, 
it was important that they could 
do so safely, so they used their 
own methods of transport where 
possible in order to avoid London’s 
public transport – something that 
we usually rely on heavily. 

A choice we made that hugely helped 
us throughout lockdowns and periods 
of restricted access was the use of 
Vulkaponic in our planting. As a sub-
strate, Vulkaponic’s ability to retain 
excess water meant that when we could 
not tend to our client sites as often as 
we would have liked, the plants had a 
much better likelihood of surviving. This 
greatly reduced the cost of plant re-
placement, and ultimately put us under 
less strain as a business, both financially 
and operationally.

RETENTION

Not only did we have to overcome 
logistical issues regarding the main-
tenance of our planting, but we had to 
face the harsh reality of temporarily 
losing 40% of our clients within a month 
of the lockdown taking effect. This was 
a tough storm to weather, but one that 
was made much easier by the fact that 
much of our business is structured on a 
rental and maintenance basis. 

With clients renting our indoor planting 
month-by-month, most understood the 
importance of continued maintenance 
so that the plants would still be alive 
upon their return to office. 

This structure, along with the loyalty of 
many of our clients, has allowed us to 
stay afloat throughout many worrying 
months.

OPPORTUNITIES

Although there have been many nega-
tives to come out of this strange period, it 
has also given Plant Designs the opportu-
nity to develop a clearer focus on who we 
are as a company. While business may have 
slowed during the pandemic, our hard work 
as a company did not. 

We have used the time to grow in many 
ways, including branching out into new and 
exciting sectors. Over recent months we 
have been developing our events depart-
ment, our design and build department, and 
our brand new retail space located above 
our showroom in Farringdon, London. 

Having already developed a successful 
Christmas business, we spotted that certain 
clients wished to host other impressive and 
memorable events year-round, and from 
there our events department was born. 
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In our design and build department, the team is now working with interior designers and architects across Europe to provide consul-
tancy and fulfilment services. A rapidly growing appreciation of biophilic design in the industry has led to much interest in our services, 
particularly given our work on several ambitious projects across London. From the design and tender stage all the way through to plant 
species and sourcing, our team works with clients to ensure that biophilia is at the forefront of every project we take on.

One of our biggest changes has been the opening of our new Plant Designs store, a venture we undertook in reaction to the ever-in-
creasing demand for houseplants. Our beautiful shop is filled to the brim with hundreds of houseplants ready for the public to take 
home, as well as expert shopkeepers offering tailored advice. Retail has been, and continues to be, a learning curve for us as a company 
but we are taking it in our stride and are proud of where the shop has gotten to in such a short space of time. 

To match our changing business model, we have made many other changes to our brand, marketing, training, and management – some 
of the systems that support our incoming and ongoing business. We have also increased personnel by 30% in the past three months 
alone in order to meet our increasing ambition.

A BRIGHTER FUTURE

We’re glad to say our business is now trading 
better than it was pre-pandemic and are set 
for a good level of growth this year. Though the 
path to recovery has been worrisome at times, 
this  demonstrates that Plant Designs is on 
a strong trajectory. Looking forward, we see 
many exciting opportunities for growth, both in 
terms of our business and our internal company 
and culture. 

As people begin their return to post-pandem-
ic life, the need for planting has never been 
greater. In the wake of home working, the office 
must feel safe and welcoming. After months 
of limited gatherings, live events are set to be 
bigger and better than ever before. And with an 
increased appreciation of what ‘home’ means, 
people are dedicated to making it a sanctuary 
of sorts. Plants sit at the centre of all of this, 
and as a company we feel ready to step up 
to the plate. The future of indoor planting is 
dynamic and exciting, and at Plant Designs we 
can’t wait to see where this takes us as both a 
company and an industry.
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Press Release
A new committee is ready to take Plants@Work forward

In a step towards normality, plants@work met last Thursday partly via Zoom and partly in person for their AGM with the main task 
of electing a new committee.

Madeleine Evans of Indoor Garden Design retired from the role of Chair after being at the helm for three years.  Kenneth Freeman, 
interior landscaping consultant and owner of Purposeful Places, accepted the role of chair going forward.

“Following in Madeleine’s footsteps is going to be a hard act to follow as she has been a brilliant Chair but I am looking forward to 
the year ahead as our industry gathers pace - hopefully in less stressful conditions 

than the last year and a half,” commented Kenneth.

To support Kenneth, Shirley Anne Marshall and Prettpal Somel both of Ambius will share the supporting role of Deputy Chair. Arvin 
Bhudia of Lechuza steps into the role of membership secretary while Ruscha Mars owner of the Good Plant Company retains her 
position as Social Secretary. They will be supported by Shirley Smith joint owner of Botanica Nurseries and Emily Vernon from 
phs Greenleaf. Ambassador Ian Drummond of Indoor Garden Design will remain a supporting committee member.

The year ahead

There is much to look forward to with a new team leading the way, including our Awards’ ceremony in September with pre-event 
seminars; the publication of the revised book and more celebrations hopefully in person to celebrate plants@work’s 20th year.

As well as continuing with many of our established events, the new committee have already mentioned ways in which they would 
like to see the organisation develop including reinstating training programmes and researching industry bench marks.

https://www.plantsatwork.org.uk/
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Press Release
Myplant: 23-25 February 2022
The official date of the most important professional trade fair in Italy for
horticulture, garden and landscape has been confirmed.
The sixth edition of Myplant & Garden will take place from 23 to 25 February 2022 in Fiera 
Milano-Rho, Italy
Milan, May 2021 - This piece of news is meaningful for both the Italian and the international industries. It is a strong 
signal of restart for production, commerce, and economy post-corona. 
According to the data presented by AEFI (association for exhibition and trade fairs in Italy) to various ministries, 
200,000 companies choose Italian trade fairs every year, because of their strategic role in the corporate growth and 
development. Italian trade fairs generate a turnover of over 60 billion Euro and they boost half of the Italian export 
around the world.
In this scenario, Myplant has rapidly brought the garden industry in the focus of international markets, offering an 
ever more qualified platform for business, presenting new opportunities, new channels, and sharing the most signifi-
cant trends and innovations in the sector.
Notwithstanding the declarations of the government, the Italian trade fair world –second player in Europe, and fourth 
on a global level – is still waiting for the promised help and contributions outlined in 2020. This predicament, as the 
recent release from AEFI confirms, is leaving the organisers of trade fairs that bring wealth to the whole country with 
no support, thus creating a dangerous market asymmetry with its international competitors.
However, if the choices and strategies of the institutions still seem blind to the situation, Myplant & Garden will pres-
ent the best of production, technology and innovation to the operators of the garden industry in February 2022.
It will do so in compliance with health regulations and it will take good care of the thousands of companies and 
professionals that have participated in and contributed to the event over the years. Thanks to them the trade fair has 
become a unique phenomenon of experiences, business and relations in the international panorama, an event that 
generates expectations and that is an asset for the whole industry.
“Companies deserve it, visitors deserve it, all those who have put a lot of time, effort and passion in cultivating this 
event deserve it. The fair has always been successful and positive for everybody, and it wishes to keep being so.”
We keep growing, we keep doing it together. Let’s start over from February 2022.
Myplant & Garden – International Green Expo 
Fiera Milano – Rho Pero | 23-25 February 2022 | cadence: annual | visitors: professional only | head office: VG Crea, 
Milan, Tel. +39 (0)2.6889080. info@myplantgarden.com | www.myplantgarden.com
Press contact 
Ferdinando Crespi Ufficio Stampa 
ferdinando@crespius.com
Myplant & Garden - International Green Expo 
Myplant & Garden is the most important professional trade fair for horticulture, garden and landscape in Italy. 
It is the main reference for the Italian industry and top-level actor for international markets. 
The trade fair promoted green culture, circular economy, environmental protection and green design.

https://myplantgarden.com/
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http://www.thewaterboy.net/
https://www.nosweatliners.com/
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https://iplantsmagazine.com/blogs/i-plants-magazine-news/a-huge-thank-you-to-our-awesome-biophilic-design-awards-sponsors
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https://greenplantsforgreenbuildings.org/
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https://seasonscapes.com/
https://www.landscapeprofessionals.org/LP/Certification/LP/Certification/interior-technician.aspx
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http://www.cdplants.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Smartee-Plants-Professionals-Guide-Indoor-ebook/dp/B07BBTBDWB
http://www.americangranby.com/AQUAmatics.aspx
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Bruce - such a well known name in the interior landscape field - 
chose to leave us on July 15th at Advent Hospice in Orlando, 
Florida. Bruce was 80 years old by exactly one week. He had not 
expected to achieve this milestone but achieve it he did since 
Bruce, his whole life, was a total achiever. Born into a Scandi-
navian family in Toronto in 1941 - a greenhouse facility family - 
out in the countryside of Scarborough where he grew up and 
attended school. Bruce loved and participated in all sports - 
likely the smallest hockey player ever - but he eventually 
settled on motor racing as his first love. He participated in 
motor racing all across North America for decades, ending up 
with club racing in Central Florida until he had to call it quits a 
couple years ago. Most of his many race cars were painted with 
a big green leaf - the logo of the business - to represent the 
nurseryman that he was. It was called the great big green 
racing machine and proudly promoted Jensen Exotic Plants.

The equal love of Bruce's life was our foliage nursery business 
and Bruce's beloved farm in Newcastle, Ontario which had 
replaced the old family greenhouses in Scarborough in 1974. 
Bruce had the dual talents both as a greenhouse grower and 
also his impeccable eye for design which caused him to be 
pre-eminent in the interior landscape field, becoming one of 
the most sought-after and well respected members in this 
field, fulfilling major contracts throughout Canada and the USA 
- most of which are proudly home to many of his plants and 
trees today. Now the Florida nurseries provide the highest 
quality foliage of all sorts and sizes to the current interior 
foliage industry. His very first jobs at the start of this new 
industry were Yorkdale shopping center in Toronto and the 

brand new Toronto airport.  These were scheduled for installation the 
first week after Bruce and Barbara were married in 1965 so any possible 
honeymoon did not exist - it was off to work for Bruce as a married man 
of four days. This began perhaps three decades of interior landscape 
work throughout Canada and the United States and the opening of 
company offices in many major centers such as Halifax, Montreal, 
Toronto, Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver, and Boston, Denver, Minneapo-
lis. If you have a minute, here are some of the installation highlights:

-The John Hancock tower in Boston The Minneapolis zoo in Minnesota 
One -Denver Place in Denver
-The Bank of Canada and Rideau Centre and the majority of all govern-
ment buildings in the Ottawa/Hull metropolitan area.
I-BM head offices in Toronto and Montreal Expo67 in Montreal , as well as 
Point Claire mall.
-West Edmonton Mall in Edmonton, Alta, Calgary Centre and the Red Deer 
Mall as well as many others in Alberta.
-BCE Place in Toronto, Commerce Court, First Canadian Place, the 
-Sheraton Centre, the Weston Centre, GE head offices and Sun Life 
Centre as well as almost every other office tower in the city.
-Square One shopping centre in Mississauga, Ontario as well as 28 other 
large and small shopping centers throughout the major Metropolitan 
Toronto area
-Scarborough Town Center and Scarboro City Hall

The Sun Princess for Princess cruise lines as their first foray into bringing 
green spaces into their cruise ships.

Before turning the interior landscape business over to others in 1995 and 
choosing to concentrate on growing the finest foliage for the interior 
landscape industry, Bruce had over 650 weekly maintenance contracts 
and a staff of 85 doing their very best to make sure that Jensen plants 
were very well cared for in the Jensen tradition,

Bruce and Barbara loved to explore our world and visited all seven 
continents. With all this travelling, Bruce learned many new ideas from 
interior gardens in other parts of the world which he brought back home 
to integrate into his designs. Seeking out head gardeners for a myriad of 
installations, he was welcomed with open arms to show off their ideas, 
such as the Shangri-La hotels world wide which always had extensive 
plantings - and even Balmoral Castle greenhouses in Scotland - one of 
the Queen's residences.

Bruce's two children - Jill and Eric - continue in the family tradition - Jill 
running the foliage business in Florida as a grower of plants for the 
interior landscape field. Jill is now the third generation of the family in 
the foliage industry in North America since Bruce's Dad first emigrated to 
Canada in 1929 as a grower from Denmark. Eric has followed his Dad into 
motor racing where he now coaches young future drivers. 

Eric has two wonderful daughters - Chloe and Siena who were the light of 
Bruce's eyes. He loved them both unconditionally. He was currently so 
proud of Chloe who will be attending university this fall in London, 
England.

And Barbara stays behind to make sure everything Bruce loved so dear 
will be well cared for and nourished. He physically will be missed for ever 
but he will always be in the hearts of many.

BRUCE JENSEN 
- A STORY OF A LIFE VERY WELL LIVED.
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