
½ Bushel Basket Liner 
By Jennifer Johnson and Kim Boyce 
 
Make this liner to use with a ½ bushel basket to make a smooth container to store fiber.  The liner prevents 
snagging of your wool and keeps splinters from getting in your fingers.  Also, you can remove the liner after 
you fill the basket and use it as a soft carrying bag with the nifty handles.  
 
The finished liner weighs 5 oz, and most of my skeins are 4 oz weights.  If you don’t want to purchase 2 skeins 
and not use all of the second, I would find similar weight yarns in my stash and make the ribbed rim a fun stripe 
or contrasting color. 
 
Needles:  Qty (4) US SIze 6 (4.00 mm) DP needles 

US Size 6 (4.00 mm) circular needle 16” (40.50 cm) 
Gauge: 28.5 rows and 15 sts per 4 inches 
Measurements:  Basket measures 11-12 inch diameter (34-35 inch circumference) inside bottom 
Top circumference is 43 inches 
Yarn:  Whispering Pines Soft Shetland Wool 2 ply sport weight Millspun Yarn 2 skeins 
6 markers (optional) 
 
Step 1:  Knit a circular base 
With size 6 dpns, cast on one stitch 
Row 1:  K1, p1, k1 in the same stitch 
Row 2:  Turn the needle and purl across the row. 
Row 3:  Turn the needle again and, Kfb (knit front and back) of all stitches 
Row 4:  Turn the needle and purl across the row 
Row 5:  Turn the needle, KFb of all stitches 
Row 6:  At this point you should have 12 stitches. Divide these stitches onto three dpns so you have 4 stitches 
on each DPN. Knit all stitches, joining in the round. 
 
Going forward you are going to create 6 sections where you will knit in the front and the back of the first stitch 
in the section and then knit until you hit the next section.  I place a marker before the KFB stitch, so you will 
use 6 markers if you like. 
 
Ready?  OK, Here we go: 
 
Row 7:  *Kfb, k1* around 
Row 8:  K around 
Row 9:  *kfb, k2* around 
Row 10:  K around 
 
Repeat this process, increasing by one k stitch per set, (EX next round *kfb, k3* repeat) until you have 186 
stitches on the needles 
 
When comfortable, transfer stitches to size 6 circular needle 
 
After *kfb k31* row and a knit row, you should have a circle with a 12 inch diameter and you should end up with 
186 sts on your needle. 
Purl one row - this delineates the beginning of the vertical rise of the basket 
 
Step 2:  Knit the sides of the liner 
 
Knit in the round until distance from purl row is 4.5 inches.  
Make an increase stitch every 31 stitches (doesn’t have to be exact) so you end up with 192 stitches on the 



needles 
Knit 4.5 inches more 
 
Step 3:  Add the handle slits 
 
Purl one row. 
Next row:  Cast off 18 sts, knit 78 sts, Cast off 18 sts, knit 78 stitches. 
Next row:  Make 18 sts, knit 78 stitches, make 18 stitches, knit 78 sts. 
Next Row:  *k2 p2* ribbing for 3 inches and then cast off. 
 
Alternate option for last row of ribbing: 
 
Next row:  *YO k2* together to the end of the row (eyelet stitch) 
Next row:  Knit all stitches 
Cast off 
 
Thread a ribbon or some form of drawstring through eyelets and cinch tight once liner has been applied to 
basket. This is a great time to decorate with a pretty bow, some flowers, or anything that is cute and functional. 


