
We live in a world where ‘disposable’ has become normality in so many aspects of our lives - 
even furniture. It’s almost like fast fashion for our homes, and it’s easy to see the appeal. These 
kinds of furniture can typically be found at low prices with seemingly unmissable discounts. 

But there’s a hidden cost involved…

This disposable furniture is mostly low-quality with sub-par materials and craftsmanship. It’s 
easily damaged or broken, and when things do go wrong, it’s usually extremely difficult or 
impossible to repair. It’s also tough to re-sell this type of furniture, leaving you with limited 
options when it comes to replacing it with something else (which normally means throwing it 

away).

But it doesn’t have to be that way! You can still keep up with the latest home décor trends 
(even if those trends do change) with high-quality, recyclable, and agile modular furniture.

Items like furniture, electricals and 
homeware that are in good condition 
can re-used, sold, or donated. But 
just under a third of people (30%) 
decided to throw them away instead!

30%
The Numbers

670k
Roughly 670,000 tonnes of furniture 
and 310,000 tonnes of textile waste 
are sent to landfill every single year, 
and that’s just in the UK! That’s the 
equivalent to throwing away 6,500 
typical UK houses, foundations and 
all…

Almost half of all the furniture at 
Household Waste Recycling Centres 
was assessed as being entirely re-
usable. That includes the furniture 
either being in its existing assessed 
condition, or with very minor repairs. 
That equates to roughly 110,000 
tonnes of furniture that simply didn’t 
need to be thrown away!

50%

In the UK along, close to 22-million 
pieces of furniture, alongside more 
than 11,000 bikes and 28-million 
toys are thrown out by families and 
individuals after suffering even the 
smallest amount of damage.

22m

What can we do?

Recycle Repair

According to research carried out by 
the North London Waste Authority, 
less than 1 in 10 people attempt to 
fix their furniture when it becomes 
broken or damaged.

1/10

Reuse

How to reduce 
furniture waste

Repurpose

Furniture at the end of its 
life that cannot be repaired 
or reused can often be 
recycled, especially those 
made of metal and wood. 
Most furniture can be taken 
to your local recycling centre, 
the details of which can be 
found on the Recycle Now 
website.

If you have a piece of 
furniture that’s still useable, 
you could consider selling it, 
passing it on, or donating it. 
There are many charitable 
organisations that will collect 
and often repair unwanted 
furniture for the purposes 
of selling it or passing on to 
those in need.

Upcycling is a hugely popular trend right now, and there are almost endless amounts of 
online tutorials that can help you to give that slightly tired piece of furniture a whole new 
lease of life. From simple coats of paint to more elaborate restoration projects - upcycling 
is the perfect way to repurpose.

We only use UK-sourced steel to make the Shelved system, and all of the steel we use is made 
from 55% recycled content. The Shelved system is 100% recyclable too. Even our packaging 
is made with recycled or recyclable materials where possible. That means little to no waste 
throughout the entirety of the process, from manufacture through to having the system in 
your home.

All components within the Shelved system are replaceable with parts that can be ordered quickly 
and easily from the Shelved website. So that means should something break, it’s simple to 
fix. So no need for unsightly or unsafe alternative fixes, or having to dispose of your furniture 
entirely.

We understand that just like fashion and décor trends, your life can change at any moment 
too. That’s why the Shelved system can be reconfigured to suit your needs. You can repurpose 
your Shelved TV unit into a desk for example, or a sideboard into a children’s bedroom storage 
unit. You have almost limitless options. And even if you move home, your system can be moved 
with you without the need to be replaced. You can adjust it to fit your new home with ease.
Discover a better, more sustainable way to organise your home with Shelved.

Make a difference with Shelved

Repairs are often the last 
bastion of hope for old 
furniture. You can often 
find a way to repair it, as 
usually the damage is purely 
cosmetic. If your DIY skills 
aren’t quite up to scratch, 
you’ll usually find that 
there are a number of cost-
effective repair services 
available locally.

Reuse / Recycle / Repair / Repurpose

Discover more at www.shelved.co.uk

https://www.recyclenow.com/
http://www.shelved.co.uk

