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Special Edition Workshop
Explorer’s Box

Kit Materials: Tools and Supplies:
 □ 8x91/4” Book Board Base
 □ (2) 13/4x91/4” Book Board Long Walls
 □ (2) 13/4x73/4” Book Board Short Walls
 □ 21/2x91/4” Book Board Right Lid
 □ 53/8x91/4” Book Board Left Lid
 □ 11/2x87/8” Book Board Collage Tray Wall
 □ 11/4x87/8” Book Board Collage Tray Floor
 □ 5x83/4” Mat Board
 □ (3) 12x12” Text Weight Prints
 □ (1) Sheet Gift Tissue
 □ Bronze Clasp with Screws
 □ (4) Bronze Corners with Nails

 □ CS® Bookbinding Glue
 □ 12” Paper Trimmer
 □ 3x14” Grid Ruler
 □ (3) Foam Brushes
 □ Scissors
 □ Bone Folder
 □ Pencil
 □ Red, Brown and Black Acrylic Paint
 □ Cloth Tape
 □ Wax Paper
 □ Mat Board Die Cut (Optional)
 □ Hammer and Small Screwdriver
 □ Awl or Paper Piercing Tool
 □ Clear Acrylic Spray (Optional)

Preparation

1. Place one 12x12 Text Weight 
Print into the trimmer with the 
grain (deepest dip) running top 
to bottom; cut at 87/8”. 

2. Place one 12x12 Text Weight 
Print into the trimmer with the 
grain (deepest dip) running top 
to bottom; cut at 87/8”. Trim the 
87/8x12 horizontally at 10”. 

3. Place one 12x12 Text Weight 
Print into the trimmer with the grain 
running top to bottom; cut at 8”. Trim the 
8x12 horizontally at 8, 61/2 and 31/4”. Trim the 
11/2x8 horizontally at 5 and 21/2”. 

4. Trim the 5x83/4” Mat Board vertically at 43/4, 
41/2, 41/4, 4, 33/4, 31/2, 31/4, 3 and 2”. Cut the 
2x83/4” horizontally at 8, 71/2, 7, 6 and 5”.  

5. Use CS® Bookbinding Glue to laminate the 
two 1x2” mat board pieces and two 1/2x2” 
pieces together to create clasp hardware 
mounts.
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Click or enter the following link to view the video workshop: https://youtu.be/ZUoIWazINks
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Box Structure Assembly

1. Use a grid ruler to draw a guideline 3/4” from one long edge of the 11/2x87/8” Collage Tray Wall. 
Glue the long edge of the 11/4x87/8” Collage Tray Floor to the center of the wall to form a “T” 
shape. Set aside to dry. 

2. Adhere the long edge of one 13/4x91/4” Long Wall on top of the left edge of the 8x91/4” Base. 

3. Add a 13/4x73/4” Short Wall onto the top edge of the base to form a corner joint. Continue adding 
the second long and short walls to form a rectangle on top of the base. Apply glue to all 
connecting surfaces. Set aside to dry. 

4. Place the 53/8x91/4” Left Lid and 21/2x91/4” Right Lid vertically 
and side by side on your work surface. Use the zero center of 
a grid ruler to place the 1/2x2” (smallest) laminated hardware 
mount onto the right edge of the Left Lid and glue into place. 
Align the 1x2” (larger) hardware mount to the left edge of the 
Right Lid. 

5. Draw a guideline 1/4” from all outside edges of each lid, and 1/4” 
from the edges of the hardware mounts.  

6. Using the pencil guidelines as a guide, glue the 1/4” strips of 
mat board onto the perimeter of the lids and around the 
hardware mounts, trimming the length of the strips as needed.  

7. Optional: Add other mat board elements, die cuts, letters or 
shapes to the covers. 

8. Install the T-shaped piece assembled earlier into the left side 
of the box to form a long, shallow compartment. Apply glue 
to all connecting points. 

9. Place the left and right covers onto the box base and hinge 
together with cloth tape. 

Outside Decoration

1. Starting at the short edge, roll up the tissue paper. Trim the 
rolled piece to 11” to create one 11x30” piece long enough 
to wrap around the entire box. Crumple and uncrumple the 
tissue. 

2. Thoroughly apply bookbinding glue to the entire left cover of 
the box with a foam brush. Be sure the glue reaches all nooks and crannies. 

3. Place one end of the tissue onto the cover, centered from top to bottom, leaving 1/2” of tissue 
extending beyond the right edge of the cover. Press into place with fingertips, allowing the 
wrinkles to remain in tact. 
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4. Apply glue to the left long wall and cover with crumpled tissue. Working one section at a time, 
continue to wrap the remaining outside surfaces of the box with tissue.  

5. Trim excess tissue from the left edge of the right cover, leaving a 1/2” flap extending beyond the 
edge of the lid. 

6. Wrap and adhere the 1/2” flaps around the box. Remove any excess tissue, as needed. 

7. Cut two pieces of tissue to approximately 3x9”. Crumple and uncrumple. Cover the top and 
bottom exterior walls of the box and glue down the flaps in the same manner. 

Outside Painting

1. Cover your work surface with wax paper. Squeeze a 2” glob of brown paint and a 1/2” glob of 
black paint on a piece of aluminum foil, wax paper, or non-porous craft sheet. 

2. Pick up a generous amount of brown paint to fully load a foam brush. Then sparingly dab the 
corner of the brush into the black paint to pick up a small amount. 

3. Begin painting the back wall and bottom of the box using a pouncing/brushing movement to 
thoroughly cover the tissue and create a mottled blend of brown and black paint. 

4. Continue painting around the outside perimeter of the box with the same technique. 

5. Once the paint on the bottom is dry enough, set the box onto the waxed paper and paint the 
outside of the left and right walls. Add more paint to the palette, as needed.  

6. PRO TIP: Working with smaller amounts of paint and refilling more frequently prevents the 
colors from over blending and turning into one color. And, yes, you will get paint on your 
fingers. 

7. When painting the covers, load the brush with a generous amount of brown paint and pounce 
into the crevices first. Then continue with the flat surfaces. Mottle with black paint once all 
crevices are filled. 

8. Add paint to the edges of the covers and box, painting an additional 1/4” into the inside walls 
and covers. 

9. Use a baby wipe or paper towel to squeeze excess brown/black paint from the foam brush. 
Squeeze a small amount of red paint onto the palette. 

10. Drag the foam brush across the paint to load the large, flat side of the brush. 

11. Lightly drag the brush across the raised areas on the covers. Don’t be alarmed when you see 
the brightness of the red. It will appear darker when dry. Drag the brush in different directions. 
When dry, red paint can be softened with additional brown/black. 

12. Continue adding red highlights to the raised surfaces of the box, as desired. Walk away from 
the project until it’s thoroughly dry. AT-HOME TIP: Place the brown/black foam brush into a 
sealed bag to prevent drying. The brush and paint will be available for touch-ups. 
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Inside Wrapping 

1. Fold each 31/4x8” piece of text weight paper in half lengthwise with the print on the inside of 
the fold. 

2. Temporarily place the paper into the box, covering the inside of one short wall and rounding 
the corners. Make a crease in the paper at each corner. 

3. Remove the paper and unfold. Tear or cut along the corner crease until reaching the horizontal 
intersecting fold. This will create two tabs. Tuck the tabs inward to form a half-box shape. Dry 
fit the placement of the piece in the box. If desired, glue down the tabs. 

4. Apply glue to the anticipated covered area of the box and install the paper covering. Burnish to 
smooth the paper. 

5. Repeat steps to install the second 31/4x8” paper to cover the remaining short wall and corners. 

6. Fold the 11/2x21/2” trimmed pieces of text weight paper in half lengthwise with the print facing 
inward, and install into the top and bottom walls/corners of the collage tray in the same 
manner.  

7. Dry fit the trimmed 87/8x12” piece of text weight paper onto the inside cover, starting from the 
left flap, and working up and down the side walls and collage tray. Be sure the paper is level, 
centered from top to bottom with equal margin on the left edge before installing. If desired, 
make preliminary creases. Be sure the lid is completely open and the paper works tightly into 
the hinge. 

8. Apply glue to the box in the anticipated covered area and install the cover wrap, burnishing and 
smoothing as you work. 

9. Dry fit the 87/8x10” Text Weight Print, starting with the right edge of the right cover and working 
toward the bottom of the box. The papers will overlap in the bottom of the box. Apply glue and 
adhere in the same manner. 

10. Patch any errors or uncovered areas. The print is very forgiving. 
 

Finishing Touches 

1. Place the left and right hardware clasp onto the corresponding mounting areas on the outside 
covers. Close the clasp to determine the best position for each piece. Pierce at each hole with 
an awl.  

2. If desired, glue the clasp into place and secure by adding the screws. 

3. Spray the box with clear acrylic spray while in a well ventilated area, if desired. 

4. Install the bronze hardware to the four outside corners of the box with a hammer and miniature 
nails. You may find it helpful to pierce a hole for each nail with an awl prior to installation.


