
Photo Drop Box Project
Design by Julie Heyer

Materials
Book Board:

• (3) 1⅛ x 6-11/16” Spines
• (2) 3¾x4⅜” Short Wall Supports
• (2) 4x4⅝” Short Walls
• 4x6¾” Book Board Base
• (2) 4½x6¾” Long Walls

Paper:
• (2) 12x12” Prints for Laminating Walls and 

Spines
• (2) 6x12” Prints for Outside Wrap
• (18) 6¼x8½” Black Inside Pages
• 3¾x6¾” Black Box Base Cover
• 4¼x6¼”Black Photo Mat

Other:
• (3) yards 5-ply Black Waxed Linen Thread
• Bookbinding Needle 
• Spine and Page Stitching Template 

(Download)
• (3) Knobs and Screws

Tools
(2) Foam Brushes
Bookbinding Glue
Black Acrylic Paint
Plate (for paint)
Bone Folder
Table Covering
Craft Knife
Cutting Mat 
Ruler
Pencil
Scissors
Awl
Stitching Cradle
Cork
Crop-A-Dile
Small Hammer (Optional)
Jumbo Paper Clip
Adhesive or Temporary Adhesive

View the workshop video here: https://youtu.be/Xzdv6f1V7Z4

Paint Boards
1. Sort the book board pieces in order by size and set aside the narrow spines. Label the two 

smallest pieces “Short Wall Supports”.  Label the next two pieces “Short Walls”. Label the next 
larger piece “Book Board Base”, and label the two final, largest pieces “Long Walls.”

2. Paint all edges of each 1-1/8 x 6-11/16” Spine with black acrylic paint. The pieces can be 
stacked together, and all sides can be painted at once. After painting, unstack the layers so 
they don’t stick together.

3. Stack and paint one short edge of each 3¾x4⅜” Short Wall Support.

4. Stack and paint one short edge of the 4x4⅝” Short Walls. Paint about 1/4” of one face of the 
wall adjacent to the painted edge.

5. Stack and paint one long edge of each 4½x6¾” Long Wall.

Pierce
1. Place one spine onto a piece of cork board. Center the piercing template onto the spine and 

secure temporarily with a very small amount of adhesive. Pierce through the board with an awl.
Tap the awl with a craft hammer to ease hand strain. Mark the larger center hole with the 
piercing tool, as well.
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2. Repeat for the remaining two spines.

3. Punch the hole marked in the center of each spine with a Crop-A-Dile on the 1/8” setting.

Laminate

1. Adhere all Spine pieces to the plain side of a 12x12” Print with the “lumpy” side of the pierced 
spine facing away from the paper. Align the edges of the boards with the edge of the paper 
where possible. Glue the base to the other edge of the paper. Burnish the paper thoroughly 
onto the boards with a bone folder.

2. Adhere the Long Walls to the plain side of a 12x12” Print with the painted long edges adjacent 
to the edge of the paper. Adhere the Short Wall Supports to the other side of the print, aligning 
the painted edges of the walls with the outside edge of the paper. Burnish with a bone folder.

3. Remove the Spine pieces and Base from the paper with a craft knife and cutting mat, cutting 
as close to the boards as possible.

4. Transfer the stitching holes on the spines through the paper with an awl and cork board.

5. Add a knob to the center of each spine, keeping the screw on the non-laminated side.

6. Adhere the remaining exposed side of the Spine boards to the remaining portion of the same 
12x12” paper.

7. Remove the long and short wall supports from the paper with a craft knife and cutting mat.

8. Cut the Spines from the paper and pierce stitching holes through the wrap with an awl. 

Box Assembly

1. Place one short wall on a work surface vertically with the painted wall facing up. Adhere one 
short wall support to the center of the short wall with the laminated side facing up and the 
painted short edges at the top. Repeat for the second short wall support and short wall. This 
will create a 1/8” ledge on all four sides.

2. Position the base on your work surface with the laminated side facing up. Adhere the short 
walls to the base with the short wall support resting on top of the base and the painted edges 
at the top to form two 90º angles. The printed side of the walls will be facing the inside of the 
box.

3. Adhere the long walls to the base with the laminated sides facing inside the box and the 
painted edges facing the top.

4. Cover the outside of one long side wall with glue. Center one 6x12” print onto the wall with the 
edge of the paper aligned with the painted edge of the box. Glue down the flaps on each side. 
Repeat for the other side to finish wrapping the perimeter.
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5. Glue the two long flaps onto the bottom of the box. Tuck in the excess paper at each corner, 
and glue the short flaps.

6. Adhere the 3¾x6¾ Black Box Base Cover to the center of the bottom of the box. Center the 
4¼x6¼” Black Photo Mat to one side of the box, if desired.

Signature Preparation

1. Fold all 6¼x8½” papers horizontally in half and burnish the crease with a bone folder.

2. Nest pages together in sets of four. Place the first stack into a stitching cradle and rest the 
page piercing template into the valley fold. Pierce through all pages at each marked spot on 
the template. Sort the pierced pages into nine signatures of two pages each and set aside.

Stitching

1. Cut the waxed linen thread into three pieces of equal length. (Each piece will be approximately 
one yard.) Thread the needle with one piece of waxed linen. 

2. Align one signature next to the first column of stitching holes on one spine on the side without 
the knob. Enter the top stitching hole from the inside of the signature to the outside of the 
spine, leaving a 3” tail.

3. String the paperclip onto the waxed linen thread and re-enter the spine and pages at the same 
hole. The clip will maintain a small loop of thread to be used later.

4. Stitch in and out of the pierced holes in the signature and spine until reaching the other end. 
The thread will be on the outside of the spine.

5. Align a second two-page signature with the second column of stitching holes and stitch back 
up to the top. The thread will be on the outside of the spine. Gently remove all slack from the 
thread, remove the paper clip, and bring the needle through the small loop.

6. Pull firmly on the thread tail on the inside of the first signature. Slide the thread tail under the 
nearest long stitch until a loop is formed, bring the tail through the loop, and pull to form a knot.
Repeat to make a second knot.

7. Bring the needle underneath the stitch on the outside of the spine that connects signatures one
and two, and stitch a third signature into the third column of holes.

8. When reaching the bottom of the column, bring the thread underneath the stitch on the outside 
of the spine that connects signatures one and two. Re-enter the inside of signature three. Bring
the needle under the nearest long stitch and pull until a small loop forms. Drop the needle 
through the loop and pull to form a knot. Repeat to create a second knot. Trim the thread tail.

9. Repeat stitching process to install two-page signatures in the remaining two spines.
Drop the three books into the box with the spines resting on the side wall supports. Celebrate 
the completion of your project!
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