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Hampton Mantel Shelf Installation
60 & 72-inch

	HAMPTON MANTELS ARE MANUFACTURED FROM OUR PATENTED NON-COMBUSTIBLE CAST CEMENT-LIKE MATERIAL

	COMPOSED OF NATURAL AND ABUNDANT MATERIALS 

	YOU SAVE A TREE BY USING OUR PRODUCT

	MEETS NON-COMBUSTIBILITY STANDARDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ASTM E136

	Molded and textured from a real wood beam. “When looking at Hampton Mantels, you would think they’re real wood.”  They 
offer a truly realistic look of solid wood and give you the ability to place your mantel closer to the fireplace without worrying about 
combustibility. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS
Fireplace Clearances for Mantel Shelves:  
When determining placement of your mantel shelf, follow your fireplace manufacturer’s clearances for non-combustibles or local code, 
as applicable. Please be careful not to touch the mantel bottom when the fireplace is in operation, as heat is commonly generated 
along the bottom of the mantel. 
The bottom of the mantel should be a minimum of 6-inches above the top trim of the fireplace of any unit 50K BTUs or lower 
and a minimum of 12-inches above the top trim of the fireplace of any unit exceeding 50K BTUs. For ventless fireplaces, due 
to the possibility of concentrated heat rising up the wall, we recommend following the manufacturer’s requirements or a 
minimum 12-inch clearance even though our product is non-combustible.  
Play it safe by adhering to all local safety and fire clearance codes and/or fireplace manufacturer’s instructions or consult a 
professional.  
The enclosed mounting system is intended to be mounted onto a flat surface such as drywall, into a minimum of two studs. For all 8” x 
8” and 70-inch mantels we recommend using at least three studs. 
Installation of your mantel will require a minimum of two people to lift and install though, three people is ideal. If you are unsure how to 
install the mantel, consult a professional contractor. 
NOTE: For safety reasons and, due to weight, we highly recommend three people for installation of 8” x 8” and 72-inch mantels.

Tools and Materials Needed for Installation Included in the Box

Tape measure Blue painter’s easy release tape 1 Mantel 12 Thin washers

Pencil Black Sharpie® marker or similar 1 Mounting bracket 1 Mantel template

Power drill 5/32-inch drill bit 4 Mounting screws 9 Thick spacer washers

Power impact driver or socket set 10mm socket

Level Scotch® type tape

Stud finder



If attaching the mounting bracket over a masonry surface use proper masonry anchors. If unsure which fastening method to use, 
contact a fastener specialist. If the masonry surface is uneven such as multi-level brick or stone, we recommended you consult a 
professional contractor as it may require chasing (removing) some material to create a level surface for the mantel. 
If your wall area has faux brick or brick veneer, it’s very important to find the underlying studs and mount the bracket so the screws 
enter the studs.

MANTEL MOUNTING INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Remove the long foam piece from the top of the shipping carton. Place the foam on the floor in an area away from items that 
might drop onto the mantel and cause damage. 

2. With at least two people holding the brackets on the mantel, carefully lift and remove the mantel and place on the foam.  Rotate 
on the foam so the open side with the brackets is facing the mounting wall.  Make certain the brackets are facing down as shown 
below.  

3. Choose placement for your mantel. Placement should be at a height for non-combustible product or higher if used above a 
ventless fireplace. 

a. If your mantel will have combustibles on top, you must follow the fireplace manufacturers height minimums for combustible 
product.
b. Consult your fireplace instructions or in the case of an existing fireplace contact your local fireplace store for the minimum 
mantel height above the fireplace.
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4. Establish the center point of where you want the mantel.  Place a small vertical line on a piece of tape on the wall just above the 
center of the fireplace trim as shown in Fig. 1.

5. Measure the enclosed wall bracket to find center and make a mark.

6. Using two people, mount the enclosed wall template as shown in Fig. 2. Line up the centerline of the template with the centerline 
mark you placed on the tape and line up the mantel bottom line on the template to the height of safe mantel bottom mounting 
position from the fireplace opening. Once centered at the correct height, tape or pin the corners of the template to the wall. 

7. Place a horizontal piece of tape just above the template with a vertical line that is in line with the fireplace center-mark as shown 
in Fig. 2.
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Example of template

8. Measure from the top of the fireplace opening to the bottom of the mantel outline on the template, checking height to ensure it 
matches the required fireplace clearance.  Adjust the template as needed.

9. Using your level, place it along one of the solid lines on the template and adjust the template to level. Re-tape the template and 
check level again. The line on the template must be level. It may require a stronger masking tape to hold the template on the wall. 

10. Slide a stud locator along the dashed line on the template to locate studs. Make certain you are in the center of the stud and for 
each one, place an “X” mark on the template on the line above the dashed line in the area shown in Fig. 3 

11. IMPORTANT: If any of your “X’s” fall into the area marked “Position of the Male Bracket” erase or put a line through the X. You 
cannot use that stud or hole in the bracket. 

12. Just below each of your non-crossed out X’s place a dot mark exactly in the center of the dashed line. These dots will be your 
screw locations. See Fig. 3 

13. Place your wall bracket on the template so the top edge of the bracket is lined up with the line above the dashed line and your 
center mark of the bracket is in line with the centerline of the template. Your X’s will be just above the bracket. See Fig. 4 

14. Adjust the wall bracket right or left until slots in the bracket are in line with your marked X’s. You must have at least one X (stud) 
on each side of center. If you end up with more on each side of center, that’s even better. Note: the wall bracket must be inside 
the inner edge of the mantel on the left and right side. See Fig. 4 

15. Once the bracket is adjusted, use a Sharpie® marker (or similar) and put marks on the bracket holes where each X is. Below the 
X’s are your locations for the bracket screws. It is possible to have three or four. 

16. Remove the bracket. 

17. At each stud mark on the dashed line, drill a pilot hole using a 5/32-inch drill bit. Drill 2-inches into the stud at each of your marks 
on the dashed line. Note: To gauge the 2-inch depth, you can measure 2-inches from the point of your drill bit and mark with a 
piece of tape. 

18. Remove the template from the wall and save it in case you need to re-install the mantel.



INSTALL MANTEL ONTO BRACKET:

1. We recommend a minimum of two to three people to install the mantel. With too few people, it’s possible to drop and damage 
the mantel when installing. 

2. Measure the full length of the mantel to determine the center. Place a small piece of easy-to-remove painter’s tape at center 
near the top back and lightly mark your center point on the tape. 

3. The side with the metal male brackets goes against the wall and these fit between the wall bracket bar and the wall. 

4. With one person on each end, hold the mantel securely, line the mantel up with the taped center mark on the wall. (For any 8” x 
8” or 72-inch mantel have the third person holding the mantel in the center.) 

5. Place the mantel with the bracket side against the wall to where it’s about 3-inches above the bracket. Putting some pressure 
against the front side of the mantel towards the wall, slowly lower the mantel so the male brackets fit firmly behind and down the 
wall bracket. 

19. Take your wall bracket and insert the screw through the farthest right previously marked slot drilled. Add two thick washers to the 
back of the screw. See Fig. 5. 
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20. Place the bracket on the wall, lining up the bracket slot with the screw and washers to the farthest right hole in the wall. 

21. Using your drill or impact driver with a 10mm socket, slowly screw it in, keeping the washers on the screw. Tighten ¾ tight. You 
want to be able to slide the other end of the bracket up and down the wall. 

22. Repeat steps 19 - 21 for the farthest left hole. 

23. For the remaining drilled holes, take two thick washers and tape them together with a small piece of scotch tape. Take a pen or 
something pointed through the center of the washers to make an opening for the screw. Because the bracket is pretty tight to the 
wall, slide the taped washers behind the bracket so they are lined up with the hole and push the screw through the washer and 
into the hole you drilled into the wall and tighten 3/4 tight. Repeat this for remaining marked holes. 

24. Using your level on top of the bracket, check level and adjust the bracket if needed. 

25. Holding the bracket, go back and tighten the screws so the washers are snug to the wall. Do not overtighten to the point that the 
washers push into the wall board.



CARE AND MAINTENANCE:

1. Hampton Mantels require extraordinarily little maintenance. 

2. Dry dusting is the preferred method. Use only a non-abrasive moist soft cloth to wipe the surface clean. 

3. Do not use any cleaners, oils, polish or chemicals on the surface or damage to the surface may occur. 

4. Do not scrub the surface.

If, during your install, you have any questions, please contact our customer service team via chat at www.hamptonmantels.com during 
business hours from 8:00am to 4pm Monday through Friday (Pacific Time) or via email at hello@hamptonmantels.com,

6. During the following process, make sure you securely hold on to the mantel. To make certain the mantel slides down level on 
both sides, you may have to make some soft blows with your fist on the top of the mantel near each bracket. DO NOT use a 
hammer or a hard object on the mantel. Using your level, check the level of the mantel. Adjust mantel if necessary. 

7. If you find the mantel does not slide down or is too snug to the wall, do not force it down. You must take the mantel off and set it 
down on the foam. Often times, walls have some warp so it may take extra washers to compensate. It is also possible that the 
screws were overtightened. Be very careful when removing it, make certain you are continually holding the mantel.  Use some 
soft blows on each bottom side and the mantel will come up. This is where the third person in the middle would be especially 
helpful. 

8. If you must remove the mantel, go back to your wall bracket and unscrew it from the studs. Add another supplied washer or two 
(depending upon your needs) in between the wall bracket, screw and wall. 

9. Reinstall the wall bracket on one side. Repeat for the other side. Re-install the mantel as previously detailed (Steps 5 – 7).

10. If you find the mantel is tipping forward, it may require spacers beneath the bottom back edge in two places. We have included 
some additional thick and thin washers to be used as spacers. If you need more than one, a trick is to use Scotch® tape to hold 
them together and have someone carefully push the front bottom edge up while another pushes the spacers under the bottom 
back edge. Place two sets of spacers evenly distributed if possible. 

11. Check level lengthwise and front to back. 

12. If you added spacers you may have a gap along the bottom or side edge. You can fill the gap with a paintable caulking 
compound and either paint it to match the wall or mantel color. It’s particularly important to place a piece of painter’s tape right 
to the edge of the mantel so calking doesn’t get on the mantel. Remove the tape as soon as you complete the calking, or it may 
damage the finish of the mantel.


