the goodies

Ashley Hilton is a Nelson-based jeweller who
uses metals mined in ethical, eco-friendly ways

On & scale of one to 10, with one being George Bush and 10 being

Nandor Tanczos, where do you sit? I'd ke to put myself about Saeen
take it prefty serioushy

What do you do that you're ashamed of? | drive a lot, and | still haven'y

oought a bike, which I'm pretty ashamed of. | only live five minutas’ ride
What about global warming? Are humans responsible or was it going
to happen anmpway? | think it's pretty much indisputable now that it's a
hosman problam

What's the green issua closest to your heart? Jewellary aside, 115 the g
iarn that's proposed on the Maokeaul [Gorgel

Do you compast? Yeah. I've got 8 compost. And a vage garden. And chickens

What about the last time you caught a bus? | haven't caught a bus since
3 e Welhngron, whech was about a yaar ago

Were your underpants made in China? | go commando, ['m afraid! Though
1 eshamed to say I'm weanng 4 pair of jeans | bought at Old Newy when
ads in thie 51885 = 20 | have no doubt they ware made in China

MNow we've established your green credentials, tell us about your

jm”!l",'. Wy main range that's going really el 13 eiched. | make up guine

sampla rings, earmngs of brooches - wery simple rectanglas = and caree out

the designs with a btthe chisel. | call it etching, but it's carving really

And you've started using what you call ethical metals? Wy dad waorks now

A ThiEn

S

wiath this ecosntric guy on the Wast Coast who has 8 small alluvial
ant. Ha takes a big vacuum cleaner and sucks up sand off the baach
wni in Charbeston and runs it over mats and collects the fine gold. It's a bit
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o wiarkl = you've got to malt it down and frux B Some copper 1o give it
strength — but its something | enjoy. I've had a few commissions wath ethcal
gold. | sull use a kot of regular matersals, I'm getting about 75 parcent of my
gitver from recycled sourcas, but 26 percent is straight out of the ground

So what's wrong with regular gold? Vel & lot of what ['va learned is fram
the Mo Dirty Gold campaign. And they're talking about 1hase really large stnp
mines mthe Amenicas where they pour chemicals into the ground, mcluding
a lot of arsenic and cyanide, and leach the gold oul that way.

That's part of it. The other part is the lange international maming CoMmpansis
that are going imo South Armescan cowntries and displacing indigenous people
They are being moved off thedr land and thay arg not gating any royvalties. Its

gamilar 1o what happens in the coffee industry.,

Thene's not 8 100 percent alermatve at the moment — but every little bit of
pressuré you can put on your suppliers helps. | Saed 10 My Suppliers, ©| know
a percentage of your ssher 15 recycled — and that percantage, can | buy that!™
dnd, according to tham, | was the first person who had asked
Do people ask for ethical metals for wedding rings because they're
symbolic? I'd [fke to think so. But | havan't had as big 8 take-up on the ethical
gobd as I'd hoped for. | thought it was something pacple would be raalby
intangsted i = bul Somwe people just angenm T a1 all. wIEaSWwITH GREG ROUCHAN

‘Fleurs Place is everythmg I

hoped it would be'.
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