
party wine list
& event guide



Here at Taurus Wines we have over twenty years of experience 
supplying weddings, celebrations and parties throughout the Surrey 

Hills and beyond. Over the years we’ve identified our best-selling party 
wines and have produced this list as a time-saving summary. Read on 

for our expert advice on how to choose the right wine and how much to 
order for your special occasion.

Which wine should I choose?  
Feel free to browse through our entire selection of wines, Champagnes and  
spirits online at tauruswines.co.uk, or keep reading to see what our other 
customers have enjoyed at their parties. Please feel free to ask us for advice –  
but don’t over-think it; if you think it tastes good, then you’re onto a winner. 

I’m buying a lot of wine, will I get a discount? 
On orders of £500 or more we can offer highly competitive pricing, just chat to 
one of our staff members when you come in for your meeting. If you’d like to 
make use of our sale-or-return service, then unfortunately we can’t offer a discount. 
Our prices always include local delivery of the wine, any cool boxes you need (if 
you’re buying ice from us), plus we pick-up empty bottles, which we can 
responsibly recycle for you – saving you time and money. 

Can I try the wine before I buy? 
This is the fun bit! We suggest you buy several bottles of your shortlisted wines a 
little while before your event and open them with friends and family, or with your 
caterer if you’re having a pre-event tasting meal. If you end up buying your wine 
from us we’ll refund you £50 towards the samples as long as your total spend, not 
including wines that might be returned if you’re using sale or return, is over £1000.

How does sale or return work? 
Sale or return is when we agree to take back unopened and undamaged bottles of 
wine after your party and refund you their cost. This is limited to 25% of any one 
line and is by prior arrangement and only on current vintages. We’re happy to 
accept the return of part cases, as long as the bottles are in their original boxes 
and in saleable condition (i.e. with the labels undamaged). Sale or return is a 
useful system if you worry that you might run out of wine and want to make sure 
you’ve ordered more than enough for your party.  

Can I borrow glasses from Taurus Wines too? 
Yes, we have beautiful crystal glasses that we can lend you for your event. Since 
coronvirus we can no longer lend glasses free of charge to be returned clean, as we 
have to make sure they are cleaned by us to our high standards after each loan. 
Therefore, glass hire is £8 per tray of 24 glasses. Breakages must be paid for on a 
glass-by-glass basis.

How much will I need? 
This depends on your type of party... 

Drinks party
One glass of wine or fizz per person per 20 minutes for the first 

hour, and thereafter one glass every half an hour. 

So, for a two-and-a-half hour party you’ll need six glasses per 
person (i.e. one bottle). 

Seated lunch or dinner 
Half a bottle per person. In summer it tends to be two-thirds 

white/rosé to one-third red wine, and in the winter it’s  
equal quantities of each.

First hour Subsequent 



How do we chill our wines if there are too many bottles for our fridge? 
If you buy your ice from us, we can lend you a thermal cool box that can fit up to 
40 bottles – plus ice – and will chill your wines in only 20 minutes. For events 
with more than 250 guests, hiring a refrigerated trailer might be more practical. 
Don’t rely on using the one your caterer (if you’re having one) uses – they’ll most 
likely only have room for the chilled food in there. We can recommend contacts 
for refrigerated trailers; prices start from about £200 for a weekend.

What happens if our wedding or event has to be postponed or cancelled? 
Should a paid order be cancelled or postponed for reasons beyond your control we 
will, where practical, offer a credit note. We’ll try to be as reasonable as possible 
and handle things on a case by case basis. Some wedding insurance policies cover 
all deposits – it may be better for you to simply claim from your insurance 
company. We are very empathetic to those having their plans put on hold due to 
the Coronavirus. Please get in touch with us if you need to put your wedding or 
party date back and we will do all we can to accommodate you.

Do you sell barrels of beer? 
We have a fantastic range of local beers available by the keg, bottle and can. Our 
relationship with the local breweries means that we sell their beers at the same 
price as they do, and ordering through us means a more cohesive service for you. 
If you order a barrel we’ll deliver it along with your wine and tap it in situ on the 
day of your party.

What do we do about corkage costs at our venue? 
Some venues ask for a corkage charge if you’re providing the wine. They’re often 
open to negotiation or will exchange corkage for a flat fee. It’s also worth checking 
the small print of the contract – does it stipulate the bottle size? If not, using 
magnums (twice the size of normal bottles) may halve your corkage bill. 

Is this a list of your most reasonably priced wines? 
These are what we would call our ‘house’ wines. These wines are actually harder 
for us to source; low profit margins and high taxation mean that many vineyards 
prefer not to make ‘cheaper’ wines. We mainly sell screw-top wine for parties as 
this closure is the best defence against the possibility of corked wines, and 
caterers prefer them as they’re easier to open and serve quickly.

Why don’t you sell anything cheaper? 
Except for the occasional bin end, we don’t sell anything at £7.99 or under any 
more for the simple reason that at that price you are only getting 30p’s worth of 
wine and the rest is duty, VAT and shipping costs. A £8.99 bottle, however, will 
have the same production, shipping and duty costs, and only a slightly higher tax 
burden. This means the value of the wine in a £8.99 bottle is almost five times the 
quality of the £6 bottle, for just £3.00 more.

Do you sell organic and vegan wines? 
Yes. Next to some wines in this list you’ll 

see these symbols. The leaf means it’s 
organic or naturally produced and the V 
indicates that it’s vegan (ie it doesn’t use 

egg whites in its production). We have more organic and 
biodiverse wines in stock, however the increased production 
costs means they’re harder to pitch at the ‘party wine’ level. 

Have a browse of our website  
tauruswines.co.uk for our full range.
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taurus wines’ top tips
Here are some tried-and-tested ideas to help you personalise your special 

occasion and also save yourself time, money and trouble. 

✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴

Alternative drinks can make a reception more memorable. Kir Impérial (sparkling 
wine with a drop of framboise) is the perfect summer drink and looks lovely with 
some tiny wild strawberries in the glass. In winter, mulled wine or Winter Pimm’s  
(a brandy-based tipple, mixed with warm apple juice) fills the air with a festive 
atmosphere. Mojitos and vibrant Aperol Spritzes are recent big hits, or simply add a 
pretty, edible hibiscus flower that will bloom in the bottom of each Champagne glass 

✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴

If you’re lucky with the weather, don’t let the red wine sit on the tables in direct 
sunlight. Beaujolais should be slightly chilled (11°-13°C) and all other reds served at 
up to 18°C. More than this means hot, harsh-tasting wine that no one will enjoy.

✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴

If you’re serving dessert during the speeches, use a demi-sec Champagne or Prosecco 
for the toasts as the sweetness of the pud will make a dry Champagne taste sharp.

✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴

If you’re having Champagne, it’s best to use a flute. Coupe-style glasses look beautiful, 
but let fizz go flat easily (and make it easier to spill). Modern flutes with hollow stems 
look trendy but the Champagne can quickly become warmed by the drinker’s hand. 

✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴

Getting married? Don’t forget the ushers... A bottle of wine or whisky in a wooden 
box, Cuban cigars or a decanter all make ideal thank you gifts – and we can deliver 
them all with your wine. Do ask in-store, we’re more than happy to provide inspiration.

✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴


