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reading comprehension

Activity            Stop and Think

Read the paragraphs. 
Stop and think as you read.

The government wants to build a tower in a park.  
Wangari writes protest letters.

Stop and think: What do you think Wangari says in her  
 protest letters?

The women in the GBM want to protect the land. The government is angry. 
They call Wangari crazy. The women stop the tower from being built.

Stop and think: What words would you use to describe Wangari?  
 What words would you use to describe the women?

The government tries to shut down the GBM. But the women do not  
give up. They keep fighting for the land. Sometimes the women are beaten. 
But they win many battles. The women save many parks and forests. 

Stop and think: In your opinion, why does  
 the government want to  
 shut down the GBM?

Good readers are active readers.

Good readers stop and think about 
what they are reading. Active reading 
helps readers understand the ideas.
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Activity            Main Idea and Details

Check the details  
that support each main idea.

The first one is an example.

12

The writer’s words The invisible message

The farmers know when drier months come.
The weather is the same year after year.
The farmers must prepare for the dry months.

1. Wangari get a scholarship.
 
 

2. The President says the women have  
    “insects in their heads.”

 
 

Activity            Invisible Messages

Read the writer’s words. 
Figure out the invisible message.

23

Good readers can find  
the main idea and details.

The main idea is the important idea. 
The details support the main idea. 

The details help you understand  
and remember the main idea.

Writers do not always explain everything.

Sometimes, writers expect readers to read 
between the lines. Writers expect readers 
to figure out the invisible messages.

Main idea Details

Planting trees helps the women  
feel confident.

4  The women stand up for their rights.
     The women plant trees.
4  The women stand up for the rights of the land.

1. The earth is naked.
(a) __ People cut down the trees for firewood.
(b) __ The land gives the people all they need.
(c) __ Rain carries the topsoil into rivers.

2. The GBM pays women to  
    plant trees.

(a) __ Farm women plant trees.
(b) __ Church women plant trees.
(c) __ The GBM spreads.
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Activity            Fact and Opinion

Read the sentences. 
Write (F) for fact or (O) for opinion.

1. The GBM plants 51 million trees. _____ 
Planting a tree is a simple thing to do. _____

2. Wangari’s parents work hard. _____ 
Wangari’s family farms the land. _____

3. Wangari is a smart child. _____ 
Wangari studies biology for five years. _____

34

Question Chapter Answer

When was Wangari born? Early Years 1940

1. Where was Wangari born?
 
 

2. Why does Wangari become  
    famous?

 
 

3. When does Wangari die?
 
 

Activity            The Table of Contents

Read each question. 
Look at the Contents page in your book. 
Which chapter has the answer to the question? 
Write the name of the chapter. 
Find the answer to the question. Write the answer.

5 4

Good readers know the difference 
between facts and opinions.

Facts can be proven.

Opinions are personal beliefs.

Good readers use the Table of Contents. 

The Table of Contents helps readers  
find information quickly.
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Activity            Make a Connection

Read the idea from the story. 
Make a connection to your life.

6
Reading is more than understanding 
the ideas on a page.

Good readers connect the ideas  
to their lives. 

Idea

The hummingbird flies over the  
fire, again and again. Each time,  
a drop of water falls from its  
beak. The fire burns on. Is the  
hummingbird wasting its time?  
What if the other animals help?  
If they work together, they can  
put out the fire. The hummingbird  
showed them how.

Your Life

What lessons does Wangari’s hummingbird story teach? 

Tell a story about a time when you worked with others to reach a goal. 
The story can come from many experiences such as working with others  
in your family, at your place of worship, in the workplace, in a union,  
or in a school.

 How did you all reach the goal? 
 What part did you play in reaching the goal? 
 Who is the hummingbird in your story?
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1
Good writers know that  
writing is a process.

Good writers think of ideas 
before they write.

Good writers check their writing.

l Writing l

Activity            Write Your Ideas

Complete these paragraphs about working together. 
Use your ideas from Activity 6.

Your teacher will help you with spelling.

Read each paragraph out loud. 
Which paragraph do you like better? 
Copy the paragraph on the lines.

Check for capital letters and end punctuation.

Paragraph 1

Wangari’s hummingbird story teaches us _______________________________________

_____________________ . The hummingbird helped the other animals by ___________

_________________________________________________________________________ . 

Paragraph 2

I worked with others. Our goal was to ________________________________________

___________ .  I helped us reach our goal by ___________________________________

_____________________ . ________________________________ was the hummingbird 

in the group because ________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ .
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Activity            Organize Ideas

Read the details for Idea Maps 1 and 2. 
Are the details a cause or an effect? 
Copy the details into the correct box.

2 5

Good writers know  
that writing is a process.

Good writers organize their ideas 
before they write.

One way to organize ideas  
is to use cause and effect.

Effect

_____________________

_____________________

Effect

The earth is naked.

Effect

_____________________

_____________________

Effect

_____________________

_____________________

Cause

Wangari has no job.

Cause

_____________________

_____________________

Details

Rain carries the topsoil into rivers. 
People cut down the trees.

Details

Wangari loses her home. 
Wangari has no money.

Idea Map 1

Idea Map 2
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Choose details from Idea Maps 1 and 2  
to complete the answers.

1. What happens when people cut down the trees?

 __________________________________________________________________ .

2. Why does Wangari have no money?

Because ___________________________________________________________ .

3. Why does Wangari lose her home?

Because ___________________________________________________________ .

Activity            Use Capital Letters and Punctuation

Read these sentences. 
Circle the capital letters and end punctuation.

1. Is the hummingbird wasting its time?

2. Wangari is born in Kenya.

3. She is African.

4. Wangari’s husband is called Mwangi.

Read these sentences.  
Add capital letters and end punctuation.

5. is mwangi african

6. wangari is from the kikuyu tribe

7. wangari studies in the united states

8. she protects the land

9. the women protect uhuru park

3 6

In this activity…

 use capital letters

  at the beginning of a sentence, 
 with names of people and places, and 
 with the names of groups of people.

 use punctuation

  at the end of a sentence.
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Activity            Predict the Word

Complete each sentence. 
Use the pictures to predict the word.

1 7

l  Word Attack Skills l

Readers see new words all the time. 
They need to decode the new words.

Good readers decode words  
in different ways. 

They use pictures to predict words. 
They use meaning clues to predict words.

These are two ways to decode words.

Complete each sentence. 
Use meaning clues to predict the word.

3. She falls in ____________________ and marries in 1969.

4. The family has enough clean water to ____________________ .

5. ____________________ give shade and food to people.
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 1. This ____________________ 
plants a tree.

 2. Wangari ____________________ 
her cell phone.



word attack skills

Activity            Find Common Patterns

Look at each word in the box. 
Each word has a common pattern. 
Group the words under the correct pattern.

2

Good readers look for  
common patterns in words.

This is another way to decode words.

tell 4  cut  game  well

nut  bell  fame  shut

same  but  cell  name

ell  ut  ame

________________   _______________   _______________

________________   _______________   _______________

________________   _______________   _______________

________________   _______________   _______________

Read the sentences in the box. 
Circle the words that have one of these patterns:

   ell   ut   ame

tell

Find the Common Patterns

1. Wangari answers her cell phone.
2. They tell her she won a prize.

3. They cut down all the trees.
4. But now they are planting more trees.

5. The world knows the name Wangari.
6. Her fame will live on.

Many words have common patterns. 

The patterns look and sound the same.

8

99
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Activity            Divide and Conquer

Read these words. 
Look for common endings. 
Write the base word on the line.

loves  _______________

knowing _______________

1. doing _______________

2. brothers _______________

3. sisters _______________

4. healthy _______________

5. teaches _______________

6. oldest _______________

7. finishes _______________

 
Read each sentence out loud. 
Circle the words with common endings.

15. Wangari loves to tell the  
 hummingbird story.

16. Knowing is not the same as doing.

17. Wangari has five brothers and sisters.

18. The land is green and healthy.

19. The mother teaches Wangari to  
 respect the land.

20. The oldest brother is in school.

3 8

Many words have a base word with 
a common ending.

Good readers look for base words 
and common endings

This is another way to decode words.

 8. shocked _______________

 9. planting _______________

 10. fences _______________

 11. cooking _______________

 12. heating _______________

 13. pays _______________

 14. changes _______________

love

know

21. Wangari finishes school. 

22. She is shocked to see the land.

23. Planting trees is the answer.

24. Trees give people wood for fences,  
 cooking, and heating.

25. The GBM pays poor women and  
 changes life for them.
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l Crossword l

Wangari Maathai

Crossword Clues

All the answers to the clues are from Wangari’s biography.

ACROSS

 2. where we go to learn things

 4. how we feel if we are good to our bodies

 5. what we do at night when we are sleeping

 6. July, September, April

 7. to encourage somebody to do something

 8. the colour of grass

 10. we can build fences with this

 12. feeling sure and good about yourself

 13. to complain about something

DOWN

 1. what trees give us to make us cool

 3. a small bird that beats its wings  
 very fast

 4. how we feel if we do not eat

 9. a morning drink

 10. we drink this 

 11. a large area covered with trees

1

2 3 4

5 6

7
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11

12

13



12
answer key

12

Wangari Maathai

1. Main Idea and Details: (1) a, c (2) a, b

2. Invisible Messages*: (1) Wangari is smart.  (2) The President wants  
to give the women a bad name. The President wants people to think the  
women are crazy or foolish. The President is afraid of the women’s power. 

3. Fact and Opinion: (1) F/O (2) O/F (3) O/F

4. Table of Contents: (1) Early Years / Kenya (2) Wangari’s Work / She helps her people by planting trees.  
Or Wangari’s Vision / She starts the Green Belt Movement. Or A Women to Remember / She wins the  
Nobel Peace Prize. (3) A Women to Remember / in 2011

5. Organize Ideas: Idea Map 1: Cause: People cut down trees. Effect: Rain carries the topsoil into rivers.  
Idea Map 2: Effect: Wangari has no money. Effect: Wangari loses her home. (1) Rain carries the topsoil  
into rivers. (2) she has no job (3) she has no money 

6. Use Capital Letters and Punctuation: (1) Is the hummingbird wasting its time? (2) Wangari is born in Kenya. 
(3) She is African. (4) Wangari’s husband is called Mwangi. (5) Is Mwangi African? (6) Wangari is from 
the Kikuyu tribe. (7) Wangari studies in the United States. (8) She protects the land. (9) The women protect 
Uhuru Park.

7. Predict the Word*: (1) girl; child (2) answers; uses (3) love (4) drink (5) Trees

8. Find Common Patterns: (1) cell (2) tell (3) cut (4) But (5) name (6) fame

9. Divide and Conquer: (1) do (2) brother (3) sister (4) health (5) teach (6) old (7) finish (8) shock (9) plant 
(10) fence (11) cook (12) heat (13) pay (14) change (15) loves (16) Knowing / doing (17) brothers / sisters 
(18) healthy (19) teaches (20) oldest (21) finishes (22) shocked (23) Planting / trees (24) Trees / fences / 
cooking / heating (25) pays / changes

*Accept any answer that makes sense.

Crossword Solution
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