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reading comprehension

Activity            Stop and Think

Read the paragraphs. 
Stop and think as you read.

Life under the Taliban is filled with danger.  
In 2009, Malala and her family flee Swat.  
They return a few months later.

Stop and think: Why do you think Malala’s  
 family return to Swat?

Malala decides to take a risk. She signs  
her blog with her real name. The Taliban  
now know Malala.

Stop and think: What word would you use  
 to describe Malala? Why?

Good readers are active readers.

Good readers stop and think about 
what they are reading. Active reading 
helps readers understand the ideas.
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Activity            Main Idea and Details

Read the details.  
Circle the correct main idea.

The first one is an example.

12

The writer’s words The invisible message

Often, Malala is the top student  
in her class.

Malala is very bright. 
Malala works hard. 
Malala thinks school is important.

1. The Taliban start to destroy  
    girls’ schools.

 

2. Malala dreams about visiting Swat.
 

Activity            Invisible Messages

Read the writer’s words. 
Figure out the invisible message.

23

Good readers can find  
the main idea and details.

The main idea is the important idea. 
The details support the main idea. 

The details help you understand  
and remember the main idea.

Writers do not always explain everything.

Sometimes, writers expect readers to read 
between the lines. Writers expect readers 
to figure out the invisible messages.

Details Main Idea

Swat has mountains.
Swat has blue lakes.
Swat has green valleys.

(a) Swat is peaceful.
(b) Swat is beautiful.

Malala has a special relationship with her father.
Her father says, “I will protect your freedom.”
Malala’s father wants her to follow her dreams.

1 (a) Malala’s father is very smart.
   (b) Malala’s father is very loving.

Women must stay at home.
Women cannot work.
Women must obey men.

2 (a) The Taliban are strict.
   (b) The Taliban are strict with  
        women.
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Activity            Fact and Opinion

Read the sentences. 
Write (F) for fact or (O) for opinion.

1. Swat has a river. _____ 
Swat is a land of beauty. _____

2. Malala is not safe. _____ 
The man shoots Malala. _____

3. Malala works hard. _____ 
Malala wins the Nobel Peace Prize. _____

34

Question Chapter Answer

When is Malala born? Early Years July 12, 1997

1. Why does Malala protest?
 
 

2. When is Malala shot?
 
 

3. Who shoots Malala?
 
 

Activity            The Table of Contents

Read each question. 
Look at the Contents page in your book. 
Which chapter has the answer to the question? 
Write the name of the chapter. 
Find the answer to the question. Write the answer.

5 4

Good readers know the difference 
between facts and opinions.

Facts can be proven.

Opinions are personal beliefs.

Good readers use the Table of Contents. 

The Table of Contents helps readers  
find information quickly.
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Activity            Make a Connection

Read the idea from the story. 
Make a connection to your life.

6
Reading is more than understanding 
the ideas on a page.

Good readers connect the ideas  
to their lives. 

Idea

Malala writes a blog about life  
as a girl under Taliban rule.  
She writes about being afraid  
to go to school. 

Your Life

A blog is a personal website that contains the writer’s experiences.  
Anybody can write a blog. A blog gives the writer a voice. 
Malala uses her blog to tell people about life as a girl under Taliban rule.

Imagine you have a blog. 
 What topic would you write about? 
 Why would you choose this topic? 
 What would you say? 
 Who would be your audience?
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1
Good writers know that  
writing is a process.

Good writers think of ideas 
before they write.

Good writers check their writing.

l Writing l

Activity            Write Your Ideas

Complete these paragraphs about having a blog. 
Use your ideas from Activity 6.

Your teacher will help you with spelling.

Read each paragraph out loud. 
Which paragraph do you like better? 
Copy the paragraph on the lines.

Check for capital letters and end punctuation.

Paragraph 1

In my blog, I would write about ______________________________________ because 

_________________________________________________________________________ . 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

would be my audience.

Paragraph 2

The most important thing I would say in my blog is _____________________________

________________________________________________ . I would also tell people that 

__________________________________________________________________________

_______________________ .
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Activity            Organize Ideas

Look at the idea map. 
What is the topic of the idea map? 
What are the 3 main ideas?

Add these details to the idea map. 
Put the number in the correct box. 
The first one is an example.

2 5

Good writers know  
that writing is a process.

Good writers organize their ideas 
before they write.

One way to organize ideas  
is to use a main idea and details.

Malala

B. 
Malala  

is a good  
student.

Detail: Detail:

Detail:

Detail: Detail:

Detail:1

Detail:

Detail:

Detail:

6. Malala’s mother teaches her to  
 speak the truth.

7. Malala is often the top student  
 in her class.

8. Writing about her school life in  
 a blog is dangerous.

9. Malala’s father is her role model.

4 1. Malala works hard in school.

2. Malala’s parents send her to school.

3. Malala believes all girls should get  
 an education.

4. Malala risks her life for her beliefs.

5. Malala wins prizes in school.

A.  
Malala  

has good  
parents.

C. 
Malala  

has strong  
beliefs.
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Choose details from the idea map to complete the paragraphs. 
Copy the details into the paragraphs. 

Paragraph A

Malala has good parents. Malala’s parents ____________________________________ . 

Malala’s mother ____________________________________________________________

_______________ . Her father _______________________________________________ . 

Paragraph B

Malala is a good student. She works hard ______________________________________

________________ .  She wins _______________________________________________ .

She is often the ____________________________________________________________ . 

Paragraph C

Malala has strong beliefs. She believes all girls __________________________________

___________________________________________ . She risks ______________________

for her beliefs. Writing about her school life in a blog is _________________________ .

Activity            Use Capital Letters and Punctuation

Read these sentences. 
Circle the capital letters and end punctuation.

 1. Malala is born in July.

 2. What is her father’s name?

 3. His name is Ziauddin.

 4. Malala dreams about Swat.

Read these sentences.  
Add capital letters and end punctuation.

 5. where is pakistan

 6. malala is born in mingora, pakistan

3 6

In this activity…

 use capital letters

  at the beginning of a sentence,  
 with names of people and places, and 
 months of the year.

 use punctuation

  at the end of a sentence.

 7. her mother’s name is torpekai

 8. malala goes to england for treatment

 9. she goes in october, 2012
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Activity            Predict the Word

Complete each sentence. 
Use the pictures to predict the word.

1 7

l  Word Attack Skills l

Readers see new words all the time. 
They need to decode the new words.

Good readers decode words  
in different ways. 

They use pictures to predict words. 
They use meaning clues to predict words.

These are two ways to decode words.

Complete each sentence. 
Use meaning clues to predict the word.

3. Barbers cannot shave off men’s _____________________.

4. Malala ____________________ her blog with a false name.

5. The streets are ____________________ after people flee Swat.
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 1. These young ____________________ 
are studying.

 2. This Taliban fighter is 
____________________ a gun.
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Activity            Find Common Patterns

Look at each word in the box. 
Each word has a common pattern. 
Group the words under the correct pattern.

2

Good readers look for  
common patterns in words.

This is another way to decode words.

lake 4 seat  make  day

say  stay  heat  shake

beat  take  way  treat

ake  ay  eat

________________   _______________   _______________

________________   _______________   _______________

________________   _______________   _______________

________________   _______________   _______________

Read the sentences in the box. 
Circle the words that have one of these patterns:

   ake   ay   eat

lake

Find the Common Patterns

1. Swat has a lake.
2. What will it take for Malala to see Swat again?

3. What does Malala say about education?
4. How long will she have to stay in England?

5. The Taliban beat men.
6. They treat women worse.

Many words have common patterns. 

The patterns look and sound the same.

8
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Activity            Divide and Conquer

Read these words. 
Look for common endings. 
Write the base word on the line.

mountains _______________

valleys _______________

1. wearing _______________

2. thinker _______________

3. teaches _______________

4. fights _______________

5. older _______________

6. lucky _______________

7. stays _______________

 
Read each sentence out loud. 
Circle the words with common endings.

15. Swat has mountains and valleys.

16. The woman is wearing a burka.

17. Her mother is a free thinker.

18. Her mother teaches her to speak  
 the truth.

19. Malala fights with her older brother.

20. Malala is lucky.

3 8

Many words have a base word with 
a common ending.

Good readers look for base words 
and common endings

This is another way to decode words.

 8. girls _______________

 9. going _______________

 10. writes _______________

 11. being _______________

 12. fighter _______________

 13. shoots _______________

 14. misses _______________

mountain

valley

21. The school stays open.

22. They ban girls from going  
 to school.

23. She writes about being afraid.

24. The Taliban fighter has a gun.

25. The man shoots Malala.

26. Malala misses the beauty of Swat.
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l Crossword l

Malala

Crossword Clues

All the answers to the clues are from Malala’s biography.

ACROSS

 3. a place to go for treatment

 5. we need this to buy things

 7. some men have this hairy thing on  
 their faces

 8. to order someone not to do something

 10. mothers and fathers

 13. people can use this to go places if they  
 do not have a car

 14. opposite of true

DOWN

 1. opposite of boy

 2. the colour of a clear sky

 4. demanding that rules are obeyed

 5. outdoor place to buy fresh food

 6. having fear

 9. having fame

 11. we wear these on our feet

 12. we do this when we hear a good joke

1 2

3 4 5

6 7

8

9

10 11

12

13 14
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Malala

1. Main Idea and Details: (1) b  (2) b

2. Invisible Messages*: (1) The Taliban do not want girls  
to get an education.  (2) Malala misses Swat.

3. Fact and Opinion: (1) F/O (2) O/F (3) O/F

4. Table of Contents: (1) Malala’s Peaceful Protest / because the Taliban attack girls’ schools  
(2) Malala Is Shot / while she is on a bus; October, 2012 (3) Malala Is Shot / a young man

5. Organize Ideas: Circle A: Details 2, 6, 9 Circle B: Details 1, 5, 7 Circle C: Details 3, 4, 8

6. Use Capital Letters and Punctuation: (1) Malala is born in July. (2) What is her father’s name? (3) His name 
is Ziauddin. (4) Malala dreams about Swat. (5) Where is Pakistan? (6) Malala is born in Mingora, Pakistan. 
(7) Her mother’s name is Torpekai. (8) Malala goes to England for treatment. (9) She goes in October, 2012.

7. Predict the Word*: (1) girls; students (2) holding (3) beards; hair; mustaches (4) signs (5) empty; quiet; 
deserted; abandoned

8. Find Common Patterns: (1) lake (2) take (3) say (4) stay (5) beat (6) treat

9. Divide and Conquer: (1) wear (2) think (3) teach (4) fight (5) old (6) luck (7) stay (8) girl (9) go (10) write 
(11) be (12) fight (13) shoot (14) miss (15) mountains / valleys (16) wearing (17) thinker (18) teaches  
(19) fights / older (20) lucky (21) stays (22) girls / going (23) writes / being (24) fighter (25) shoots  
(26) misses

*Accept any answer that makes sense.

Crossword Solution

1 2

3 4 5

6 7

8

9

10 11

12

13 14
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