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A hummingbird in the forest.
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The bird is tiny. The bird can fly fast. 

The bird’s wings beat fast. The bird’s 

wings hum when it flies. We call the 

bird a hummingbird. Wangari loves  

to tell the story of the hummingbird.

The Hummingbird 
Story

 
 

A hummingbird 
beats its wings  

from 10 to 80 times 
per second.
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A deer watches the fire.



The Hummingbird Story

The forest is on fire. The forest 

animals are afraid. The animals 

watch the fire burn the forest. The 

hummingbird does not watch. The 

hummingbird acts. The hummingbird 

flies over the fire. From its beak falls  

a drop of water.
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The hummingbird finds water.



The Hummingbird Story

The hummingbird flies to the stream. 

It takes another drop of water. The 

hummingbird flies over the fire, again 

and again. Each time, a drop of water 

falls from its beak. The fire burns on. 

Is the hummingbird wasting its time?
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Wangari tells her story.



The Hummingbird Story

What if the other animals help? If they 

work together, they can put out the 

fire. The hummingbird shows them 

how. But knowing how isn’t the same 

as doing. Wangari’s story inspires 

people to do the best they can. 
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