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A group of paperboys in 1910.



55

Elias Disney hires boys to deliver 

newspapers. The boys get up at 

3:30 a.m. They deliver papers every 

morning. They deliver papers every 

evening. The boys work long days. 

The boys work in wind, snow, rain, 

and heat.

The Lesson  
of Hard Work

Boys 
who deliver 
newspapers  
are called 
paperboys.
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A tired paperboy sleeps on the stairs.



The Lesson of Hard Work

Walt is a paperboy. He is only nine 

years old. Walt is the son of Elias. Walt 

finds getting up so early hard. He is often 

tired in school. Walt delivers newspapers 

for six years. Walt learns about hard 

work.
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Walt is born  
in 1901.
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Walt’s mother and father.  

1913



The Lesson of Hard Work

Elias wants to keep his customers 

happy. He teaches Walt not to throw 

the paper. Elias says: “Take the paper 

to the front door. Work hard. Give the 

customer your best.” Walt remembers 

these words.
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Elias 
is a strict 

father.


