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Pre-reading Activity

* Complete this column after you read the passage on the next page.

127

Tattoos

What do you KNOW 
about the tattoos?

What do you WANT
to learn about tattoos?

What did you LEARN 
about tattoos?*
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Lesson 16

Tattoos

Vocabulary words
offence represented trend

committed rank fashionable

Tattoos are an old form of body art in many 

cultures. In the past, people got tattoos for 

many reasons. In ancient Rome, tattoos were used to mark slaves. In 

ancient China, a famous story describes a general who had a tattoo 

drawn on his back. The tattoo reminded him to be loyal to his 
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country. In Borneo, warriors who had killed in battle had tattoos drawn on their hands. 
These marks brought them respect.

In Japan, a criminal’s first offence was marked with a tattooed line across his 
forehead. Another curved line marked a second offence. If the criminal committed 
a third offence, he received a third line. These three lines made up the Japanese word 
for “dog.” Many years later, tattoos became highly regarded in Japan. Royalty were the 
only people who were allowed to wear fancy clothes. So, people began to decorate their 
bodies with tattoos.

In South Pacific cultures, tattooing was also very important. The word “tattoo” comes 
from this area. It means “to puncture the skin.” The people thought that tattoos 
represented a person’s energy. All through their lives, people added tattoos to their 
bodies. In New Zealand, the Maoris tattooed their faces to show their rank in the 
family.

Tattoos were not common in Europe until the late 1700s. Captain Cook brought a 
tattooed man back from the South Pacific. The sight of this man’s tattoos started a 
fashion trend. This trend did not last a long time.

Tattoos became unpopular when sailors and gang members started getting them. Also, 
heavily tattooed men and women found work in circuses. Tattooed people were not 
respected. Tattoos began to shock people.

This negative attitude towards tattoos has changed. Film stars and musicians began to 
get tattoos. This made tattoos fashionable again. Now, tattoos are popular with all 
ages. Even a Barbie doll has a butterfly tattoo. Now that tattoos are common again, it is 
likely that their popularity will fall. After all, tattoos are more often out of fashion than 
in fashion.

Discussion
Why do you think some people get laser surgery to remove their 

tattoos?
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Check your understanding

Circle the best meaning for each bold-faced word. 
Try to figure out what the word means by looking at 
the way it is used in the sentence.

A

1. Stealing, murder, and rape are each an offence in our society.
 a. escape
 b. illegal act
 c. capture

2. Joe committed a crime. Later, he turned himself into the police.
 a. did
 b. saw
 c. heard

3. The beaver was carved into the totem pole. The beavers represented the land.
 a. were a picture of
 b. were a carving of
 c. were a symbol of

4. A general has the highest rank in the army.
 a. name of a person
 b. position
 c. pay

5. Young people are more likely to follow a trend than senior citizens.
 a. current style
 b. something that is out of style
 c. mistake

6. People often copy movie stars because they wear fashionable clothes.
 a. clothes or objects that look strange
 b. clothes or objects from the past
 c. clothes or objects that are popular
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Boost your understanding

Circle the answer that makes the most sense.B

1. It is an offence to
 a. walk your dog.
 b. steal money.
 c. plant flowers.

2. If someone committed a crime, she
 a.  tried to catch a thief.
 b.  did something illegal.
 c.  ate too much food.

3. At the Olympic games, the flags represented

 a. all the countries that took part in the games.
 b. a beautiful display of colours.
 c. something for the athletes to carry.

4. At Dan’s workplace, holiday times are fixed according to rank, so
 a. people in a higher position or rank get first choice.
 b. people with no ranking get first choice.
 c. everybody gets the same holiday times.

5. Fashion trends are likely to
 a. tell you what is cheap.
 b. tell you what is new and popular.
 c. tell you what is old and unpopular.

6. If Rosa wants to be fashionable, she will wear
 a. her grandmother’s clothes.
 b. the same type of clothes every year.
 c. new styles of clothes.
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Expand your understanding

Complete each sentence by writing the correct vocabulary 
word in the space.C

Vocabulary words
offence represented trend

committed rank fashionable

idiom
f o r  t o d a y“Keep up with the times.”

Sam “keeps up with the times” by watching the music shows 
on television. 

“Keeping up with the times” means being aware of the latest 
trends.

1. The teenager __________________ a crime by throwing a brick through a shop 
window.

2. He gave her roses, because they __________________ love.

3. Skateboarding is still a popular __________________ among teenagers.

4. The reporter asked Leo his __________________ in the army.

5. This year, everyone thinks it’s __________________ to wear baggy clothes.

6. Armed robbery is an __________________ that will put a criminal behind bars.
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Apply your understanding

Write sentences using the vocabulary words.D
offence ____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

committed _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

represented ________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

rank ______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

trend _____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

fashionable ________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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E

The word fashion came into use over 500 years ago. Since then, fashions have 
changed many times. Things that were fashionable when you were young are now 
old-fashioned.

The words fashion and trends are often used together. Someone who sets fashion 

trends is called a trendsetter. Sometimes, we say a fashionable person looks hot. The 
only thing that is constant about fashion is that it changes.

In your opinion, what are some fashion trends?

_____________________ ____________________

_____________________ ____________________

_____________________ ____________________

What was fashionable when you were a teenager?
Example: straight hair, short skirts, The Beatles 

_____________________ ____________________

_____________________ ____________________

_____________________ ____________________

Extend your understanding


