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Pre-reading Activity

What do you KNOW 
about storm chasers?

What do you WANT
to learn about storm 
chasers?

What did you LEARN 
about storm chasers?*

* Complete this column after you read the passage on the next page.
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Vocabulary words

worst hobby risk appear

When summer comes, most of us hope for sunshine 

and good weather. But, a small number of 

people want to follow the worst weather in the country. These 

people are called storm chasers. Their hobby is chasing storms. The 

more violent the storm is, the better they like it. 
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Discussion

Do you like to watch storms?  Why or why not?

Storm chasers want to be right in the middle of storms. But this is not a safe place to 
be. Lightning can kill or injure. Hurricanes and tornadoes can destroy cars, homes, and 
buildings. That’s enough to make most of us run for shelter. So why do some people 
risk their lives to watch storms? 

Storm chasers enjoy the sight and sound of storms. They feel excited when black clouds 
appear and the air is alive with electricity. They love being at the centre of a storm.  

Storm chasers need to be weather experts. That’s because it’s hard to know when and 
where a storm will happen. They spend their free time checking weather reports. 
They learn how storms develop and move. When the conditions are right, they drive 
hundreds of miles to find the storm. Once they “catch” the storm, they film it and take 
lots of pictures. 

The most popular vehicles for chasing storms are four wheel drive SUVs. Storm chasers 
like to travel with a partner. One person is the driver and the other person reads the 
map. 

Storm chasers need to be patient. That’s because big storms are not that common. 
Often storm chasers end up seeing only grey skies and rain.

Storm chasers also need to know how to stay safe. Heavy rains can flood roads and 
make driving unsafe. Because of its danger, storm chasing is only for the experts. For 
the rest of us, it’s better to watch storms on TV. 
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A

Check your understanding

Circle the best meaning for each bold-faced word. 
Try to figure out what the word means by looking at 
the way it is used in the sentence.

1. Oscar was upset because he had the worst seat at the football game.

 a. very bad
 b. good
 c. bad

2. Sewing is a popular hobby and a good way to save money. 

 a. something that is dangerous
 b. something people have to do but don’t want to
 c. something people like to do in their spare time

3. Rock climbers risk their lives when they climb without ropes to break their fall. 

 a. do something that is very safe
 b.  do something outdoors
 c. take the chance of getting injured or killed

4. The noise of an engine made us look up. We saw a plane appear in the sky. 

 a. drop out of sight
 b. come into sight
 c. hide behind clouds
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Boost your understanding

Circle the answer that makes the most sense.B

1. If a situation goes from bad to worst, it

 a. gets better.
 b. gets more serious.
 c.  is not a problem.

2. A hobby is something you might do

 a. at work because your boss told you to do it.
 b. for fun during your spare time.
 c. only if you got paid to do it.

3. You would be taking a risk if you

 a. read a book about war.
 b. watched a movie about war.
 c. were a soldier in a battle. 

4. When the sun appears, you might

 a. cool off.
 b. get warm.
 c. take off your sunglasses.
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C

Expand your understanding

Complete each sentence by writing the correct vocabulary 
word in the space.

idiom
f o r  t o d a y“tempest in a teapot”

My sister and I argued last night, but it was just a 
“tempest in a teapot.” 

A tempest is another word for storm. A “tempest in a 
teapot” is a lot of fuss about a small problem.

Vocabulary words

worst hobby risk appear

1 Swimming near sharks is a __________________.

2. It was the __________________ movie I’ve ever seen. 

3. Alan’s __________________ is repairing motorbikes.   

4. Leaves __________________ on the trees in spring.   
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D
Apply your understanding

Write sentences using the vocabulary words.

worst _____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

hobby _____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

risk _______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

appear ____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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An adjective is a part of speech. Adjectives describe nouns or 
pronouns. Adjectives can also be used to compare things.  For 
example, these three adjectives are used to compare things: 
bad, worse, worst.

When comparing two things, use the adjectives bad and worse. 
Example: The smell of rotten eggs is bad, but the smell of rotten fish is worse.

When comparing three things, use the adjectives bad, worse, and worst.
Example: The weather forecast is bad for Monday. The forecast is worse for Tuesday.  
But Wednesday has the worst forecast.

When you aren’t comparing anything, use the adjective bad.
Example: I had a bad sleep last night.

Complete these sentences by choosing the correct 
adjective.  

1. Sadie has three dogs. They all bark at visitors but Max is the __________________. 
(bad, worse, worst)

2. Leila asked her friend, “Which looks __________________, my green top or my blue 
top?”( bad, worse, worst)

3. Last night’s storm was so __________________ that it blew down three trees. (bad, 
worse, worst)

4. Being late for class was __________________, but forgetting my books was
 __________________. (bad, worse, worst)

5. The flu is __________________ than a cold, but stomach flu is the _______________
of all. (bad, worse, worst)

E

Extend your understanding

 A noun is the 
name of a person, 
place, or thing. 




