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Chapter One

1. Why is Anna being so careful 
in how she deals with Max?

2. What reasons does Gail share 
with Anna for her worry 
about her grandmother?

3. Jada calls Anna ‘a soft touch.’ 
What does this mean? 

4. Do you think that you have ever 
been a soft touch? Explain.

Chapter Two

1. Evan appears happy but he has 
a troubled family life. Discuss.

2. Do you feel any sympathy for 
Cheri? Why or why not?

3. Anna meets Wanda Miller’s 
neighbours. Why does 
Laurie tell Anna not to trust 
anything Hal tells her?

Book Summary

Sometimes home is not a safe place to be. PI Anna Sweet is hired to look out for 
Max, a troubled teenage runaway. For Max, the woods provide safety and shelter. 
Until he is discovered. Max’s parents declare him mentally unfit and try to lock him 
up. But Anna holds the secret to his freedom.

Anna agrees to take on another case, as a favour to Gail, a childhood friend. Gail, 
who lives overseas, is worried. Gail’s grandmother has strangers living in her home 
and is not answering her calls. Anna agrees to drop by the house and stumbles 
across a body. Sometimes, favours can go horribly wrong. Anna juggles both cases 
while hiding a decision that will change her own life forever.
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4. Anna has a feeling or 
intuition that something 
isn’t right with Wanda. Do 
you believe in intuition?

5. Can you remember a time when 
you listened to your intuition? 

Chapter Three

1. Describe the relationship between 
Anna and Detective Johnny Shaw.

2. An acronym is made up of 
letters that stand for words. 
What does a.k.a. stand for?

3. Make a list of some other 
common acronyms.

4. Why does Anna say that Shaw 
is going to have to make room 
for her in the investigation?

Chapter Four

1. Anna and Jimmy’s relationship 
is complicated. Discuss.

2. What does it mean ‘to scratch 
each other’s backs’?

3. What more does Anna learn 
about Tori and Bevan from the 
young woman living next door?

4. What does Anna share with 
Jada about Max’s family?

5. Why does the stranger call Anna 
and how did he find her?

Chapter Five

1. How does the author 
build sympathy for Max 
in this chapter?

2. Jada says that Max is 
‘marching to his own drummer.’ 
What does she mean?

3. Do you think that someone 
who does not care what 
others think has a happier 
or a more difficult life?

4. Why does Anna think Wanda 
Miller was killed after Jimmy 
tells her what he’s uncovered?

Chapter Six

1. What next steps are Jimmy 
and Anna planning to take 
in the Miller investigation?

2. Does Anna believe Max 
when he tells her that he was 
the problem at home?

3. How are Anna and Jada taking 
care of Max without making 
him feel like a victim?

4. Do you think Anna should 
continue to probe Max’s 
past or let him be now 
that he appears happy?
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Chapter Seven

1. What does Sara reveal 
about Max’s relationship 
with their parents?

2. Max’s parents say that 
they believe he has mental 
problems. Do you agree?

3. What does it mean ‘to air 
your dirty laundry’?

4. Do you believe it is a good idea 
not to share family problems 
with people outside one’s 
family? Why or why not?

Chapter Eight

1. Describe Ivy Dodds? How long 
has she been Hal’s caregiver?

2. What information does Ivy 
share about Tori and Bevan?

3. Ivy seems to think that Tori 
and Bevan might have killed 
Wanda. What do you think?

Chapter Nine

1. Do you believe Tori’s version of 
her relationship with Wanda?

2. Is it ever a good idea to take 
a stranger into your home?

3. Have you ever made an instant 
connection with a stranger that 
turned into a friendship?

4. Why does Anna believe they 
need to look at other suspects 
for Wanda’s murder?

Chapter Ten

1. Do you think Anna should have 
set up a meeting between Sara 
and Max without letting their 
parents know? Why or why not?

2. Where does Max’s mom 
want Max to go and why?

3. What does Anna ask Tori when 
they meet at the YWCA?

4. Who is Olivia?

5. Do you believe that Tori is telling 
the truth? Why or why not?

Chapter Eleven

1. What does Anna conclude 
about Max’s parents and Aunt 
Sheila after her research?

2. What surprising information 
does Max share about his 
grandfather Keane?

3. If you were Max or his 
parents, would you be upset 
if your wealthy relative left 
all their money to charity?
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Chapter Twelve

1. What scam were Olivia and 
Ivy running on seniors?

2. What are some ways 
that people can protect 
themselves from scams?

3. Anna believes Ivy killed 
Wanda—what does Anna 
believe happened?

4. What do you think should 
happen to Olivia and Ivy?

Chapter Thirteen

1. What does Jada find out about 
Grandpa Keane’s inheritance?

2. What would happen if 
Max’s parents had him 
declared mentally unfit?

3. How does Anna convince Max 
that he’s not mentally ill?

4. Max’s parents were ‘gaslighting’ 
him. What does this mean?

Chapter Fourteen

1. What does Olivia say 
happened to Wanda?

2. How are Max’s parents and 
Olivia and Ivy alike?

3. How does Anna surprise 
her family and friends?

4. Is this a satisfying end to 
the Anna Sweet series?


