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Chapter 1

1. If you were Mia, would you 
talk to Bob about the time and 
money he spends on his car?

2. What do you like to do? How 
do the things you like to do 
affect the people in your life?

3. Think of something you made 
or did that made you proud.

Chapter 2

1. Do you think that Bob is 
too sure of himself?

2. Is there ever a good reason to call 
in sick when you’re not sick?

3. Tell about a time when you have 
been in a race against time.

4. What does it mean to 
you to be “rich”?

Book Summary

The Hot Summer race is only a week away. Bob’s car is not ready. So he starts 
calling in sick. “Don’t worry,” says Bob to his wife. “You watch. I’m going to 
win the Hot Summer race. We are going to be rich!” Instead, Mia, his wife, has 
to get a job. When Mia does not come home one night, Bob knows something 
has to change. 

Bob risks everything for the love of racing—his job, his marriage, and his life. 
Does he find a way to have it all?
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Chapter 3

1. Do you think Bob should 
keep on racing?

2. Do you call anyone by different 
names at different times? Why?

3. Think of times when 
people have to act fast. 

Chapter 4

1. What do you think of 
Bob’s idea for Mia?

2. How would you feel about 
Bob’s idea if you were Mia?

3. How do you think Mia’s mother 
feels about what is going on?

Chapter 5

1. Do you think Bob and 
Mia made a fair deal?

2. Have you ever felt the need to 
do something, no matter what?

3. When do you know you should 
tell someone how you really feel?

4. What does Bob mean when he 
says, “You only live once”? 
What about “life is short”? 

Chapter 6

1. Bob saw the gold sun as a 
good sign. Do you ever see 
something as a “sign”?

2. Before Bob knew it, the race was 
over. Why does time sometimes 
go fast and sometimes slowly?

3. Do you believe that hard 
work always pays off?

4. What makes you feel 
like a winner?

Chapter 7

1. Do you think Mia has a 
good reason to leave Bob?

2. What do you think of Lou?

3. How do you feel when 
someone tells you something 
nice about yourself?

Chapter 8

1. Do you think Mia should have 
gone to the lake with Lou?

2. How important is it to try 
something you really want to do?

3. Does it always help to tell 
people your real feelings?

4. Why do people feel the need to 
escape from their real world at 
times? How do they escape?
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Chapter 9

1. Why didn’t Mia tell Bob 
more about her weekend?

2. How do you show someone you 
are trying to make things right?

3. What does it take to 
keep a promise?

Chapter 10

1. What does it mean to be 
living “hand to mouth”?

2. Do you think Bob should take 
a job if he gets an offer?

3. Do you think it was a good idea 
for Mia to find a new job?

4. How do you feel about 
taking a risk?

Chapter 11

1. How could Bob work full-
time and still race his car?

2. If you were Bob, would you 
take the job? Why or why not?

3. How do you juggle all 
the things you do?

Chapter 12

1. Why was Joe’s job offer wiped 
so easily from Bob’s mind?

2. How could having a sponsor 
make it possible for Bob to 
take the full-time job?

3. How do you make up your mind 
when you have to make a choice?

Chapter 13

1. Why are two heads 
better than one?

2. If something you might do 
includes other people, should 
you talk to them first?

3. When do you know it’s 
“time to talk”?


