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Chapter 1 

1. What do you think of Kara’s 
bringing Rick to the house?

2. Is it fair for Rennie 
to be so angry?

3. Why is it sometimes better to 
walk away than to talk?

Chapter 2

1. Why do you think the trip 
seemed long to Rennie?

2. Might anything be different 
if Rennie had called 
Kara before he did?

3. What do you do to keep 
awake when you feel tired?

4. If you were Rennie, what 
would you do now?

Book Summary

Rennie walked into the house. He took one step and stopped dead in his tracks. 
The house was empty! Everything was gone. Kara and the kids were gone too.

Kara has left Rennie for another man. “You’re never home,” Kara tells him. 
Rennie is a truck driver. It’s the only way he knows to make a living. Rennie 
knows he hasn’t been the best husband. He also knows he still has a crack at 
being a good dad.

Does Rennie find a way to keep his job and get his family back together?
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Chapter 3

1. What do you think of 
what Kara did?

2. Can you sleep when something 
is on your mind?

3. How much do you share 
with your close friends? 

Chapter 4

1. Is Kara right to give up 
on the marriage?

2. Why do so many marriages 
break up these days?

3. Do you think a marriage 
breaks up because of one 
person? Or both? 

Chapter 5

1. Why do you think Kara says 
the children need Rennie 
“more than ever”?

2. Why do you think children 
often live with the mother?

3. After a breakup, what 
should happen to things 
passed down in a family?

4. Can someone be a good parent 
and not a good partner?

Chapter 6

1. Do you think the kids 
will like what Rennie has 
done to the house?

2. What’s the best buy you ever got?

3. In your area, where can you 
buy good used things?

4. How does fixing up your home 
in little ways make you feel?

Chapter 7

1. Why does nothing seem 
right to the children?

2. Who seems to be in charge— 
Rennie or the children?

3. How much should children 
help out around the house?

Chapter 8

1. In what ways is Rennie changing?

2. Why should children 
have structure and 
routine in their lives?

3. What does it mean to “be 
there” for someone?

4. Do you ever feel as if you 
are climbing a mountain? 
What keeps you going?
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Chapter 9

1. Why is Diana’s present better 
than bringing food?

2. What small gifts do you 
remember best?

3. How do you help people 
you know in small ways?

Chapter 10

1. Why did this visit go so much 
better than the first one?

2. What are ways that people 
learn to do things?

3. What’s a good dinner to have 
children help you cook?

4. Rennie said the dishes “may 
not be pretty but they do 
their job.” How is that the 
same as what is going on 
with Rennie and his kids?

Chapter 11

1. What does Rick seem to 
want in a woman?

2. Should Kara be asking 
Rennie to help her out? 

3. Do you think people can 
ever really change?

Chapter 12

1. Do you think it was all right for 
Rennie to dance with someone?

2. Why do you think Rennie told the 
woman he had been true to Kara?

3. Why do songs make us think 
of people and times?

Chapter 13

1. It seems that Kara has been 
doing some thinking. What 
do you think has been 
going through her head?

2. Is it possible to file for 
divorce too soon?

3. Why is it possible that people 
break up and fall in love again?

Chapter 14

1. Think about the title of this 
book. What does math have 
to do with the story?

2. People say marriage is a two-way 
street. What does that mean?

3. What can push a person 
to make changes? 


