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Reading Level: 3

Interest Level: Adult

Book Summary

Paul is a struggling artist, doing what he must to make ends meet. Then one 
day, the beautiful Zena walks into his life, and Paul’s world changes forever. He 
becomes a major player in a plan to steal works of art worth millions. As the plan 
unfolds, Paul realizes that he has been deceived, but Paul’s love for Zena continues 
to grow, as does his understanding of who Zena really is. 

Author Biography

Anthony Hyde is best known for The Red Fox, the first of his spy novels. His 
father, Laurence Hyde, was an important artist. So, writing a story like Picture 
This came naturally to Anthony. Anthony was born in Ottawa, where he still lives. 

Note to the educator: The following activities are suggestions only. Please 
choose and adjust the projects and questions according to the specific needs 
and level of your students as well as their experience with doing novel studies. 
Students can work individually, in pairs, or in small groups.



Picture This  Reading Guide 2

THINKING ABOUT THE BOOK

Book Cover and Title

Tell students that this book is about a crime. Read the title to the students. Have 
students look at the cover and describe what they see. Ask them to predict what the 
story might be about. 

The Art World

(a) Ask students to brainstorm what kinds of things people have collections of 
(e.g., seashells, comic books, action figures, stuffed animals, baseball cards). 
Ask students if they collect, or have ever collected, anything. Have students give 
reasons why people collect things. 

(b) Explain to students that art is a big business. People collect art that can be 
worth millions of dollars. Have students discuss why a piece of art can be worth 
millions of dollars and why someone would spend millions of dollars on a piece 
of art.  

(c) Have students discuss their experiences with art by asking the following 
questions: 

In your opinion, what counts as art?

What did you enjoy most about art in school?

In what ways are you artistic (e.g., drawing, matching colours, taking pictures)?

Do you know anyone who is artistic? Describe their talent.

What kinds of art do you like? 

Have you ever been to an art show or art gallery? Describe the experience.
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WORKING WITH THE BOOK

Characters

(a) Each of the characters in the novel is dishonest in some way. As students read, 
have them note examples of each character’s dishonesty and the motivation for 
their behaviour.

Dishonest Behaviour Motivation

Paul

Zena

Victor

Harold Green

Thomas Crowder
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Plot: Moving the Action Forward

(a) The plot moves forward as Paul tries to figure out what is going on. As they 
read, have students (i) list all the questions Paul asks and (ii) fill in the answers 
as they are revealed.

Questions Answers

(b) After students have read the book, have them discuss the following:

Why was Paul so interested in finding out the answers to his questions?

Describe the ways in which Paul discovered the answers to his questions.

Were there any parts of the story that you found hard to believe? Describe 
which parts and explain why they were hard to believe. 
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Plot: Conventions and Formula

Explain to students that many crime movies and stories follow a formula made up 
of conventions, or predictable elements. As students read the novel, have them fill in 
examples for the crime-story conventions listed in the chart.

Convention Example

1. Everyone in the robbery  
has a specific part to play.

2. The item to be stolen  
is hard to get to.

3. The robbers have to  
depend on some luck  
during the robbery.

4. Tense moments arise  
during the robbery.

5. One of the robbers  
betrays the others.

Zena knew the layout of Green’s house and his habits
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Setting 

Explain to students that the setting is the time and location in which a story takes place. 
Have students fill in the chart with words and phrases that describe the two settings 
provided. Ask students to visualize each setting. Ask them (a) how the setting makes 
them feel, and why, (b) what the setting makes them think of, and why, and (c) how the 
setting matches Victor’s character.

Victor’s office (pages 15 and 17) the Lively Bean (page 30)
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TALKING ABOUT THE BOOK

1. “She stepped into the room and looked around, and I fell in love with her. Sure, 
why not? I think it was the eyes, mainly.” (page 7)

 (a) Do you think Paul’s first feelings toward Zena were love? Give reasons for 
your opinion.

 (b)To what extent do you think love at first sight is possible?

 (c) Paul was attracted by Zena’s eyes. Make a list of what else might create an 
immediate attraction between two people. Make a list of what kinds of things 
keep a relationship strong. Is there an overlap between the two lists?

2. “Yes, I was an artist. Poor. Struggling. Not quite starving. Painting was my life, 
but sometimes making a living was hard.” (page 8)

 (a) What words would you use to describe how Paul felt about painting? 
Explain your choices.

 (b) Painting was Paul’s passion. Do you think he should have followed his 
passion, even though he didn’t make a lot of money at it?

 (c) Why do you think it is hard for many artists to make a good living?

 (d) Do you think society (or the government) should financially support people 
who follow a passion that does not earn them a decent living?

3. “I didn’t believe any of this... But I believed her. Not who she was pretending to 
be but the person she truly was.” (page 10)

 (a) Reread pages 7 to 10. Why didn’t Paul believe Zena? Do you think he had 
enough evidence to disbelieve Zena?

 (b) Zena lied about her background out of self-interest; she needed Paul to paint 
the pictures for her. Why else do people lie sometimes?

 (c) What influences in life shape people’s characters and behaviours?

 (d) “To thine own self be true.” What does this quote mean to you? Is it 
possible to always be true to yourself?
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4. “Discretion,” he said. “It’s the first thing you learn in this business.” (page 19)

 (a) What does “discretion” mean? Why does Victor have to be discreet in his 
business?

 (b) What do the following characters keep their mouths shut about, and why? 
Do they end up revealing the truth? Why or why not?

 Paul  Zena  Harold Green  Thomas Crowder

 (c) Describe a time that you were discreet, or kept your mouth shut. Why were 
you discreet? Did you end up revealing the truth? Why or why not? Do you 
regret your behaviour?

5. “‘I’m terrible,’ he had said, ‘but painting helps me understand and appreciate 
the real thing.’” (page 26)

 (a) Explain what Harold Green meant when he said this.

 (b) Many things that look beautiful, simple, or effortless are often the product 
of a long process involving hard work, effort, sacrifice, and even pain. For 
example, a ballerina seems to float across a stage, but we know that she has 
practised until her toes bled. Give other examples of product and process.

 (c) Have you ever tried to do something only to be surprised at how hard it 
was? Describe your experience. What was hard about doing it? Why do you 
think you expected it to be easier? Did you keep at it? If yes, what kept you 
going?

6. “‘The moment I saw you,’ Zena said, ‘I knew you were perfect.’

 The moment I saw you, I thought, I knew you were perfect, too.” (page 33)

 (a) Both Zena and Paul use the word “perfect” to describe each other. Explain 
what each of them is specifically talking about. To what extent was the use of 
the word “perfect” suitable in each case?

 (b) Is it possible for something to be perfect? What kinds of things? Is it possible 
for a person to be perfect? Why or why not?

 (c) Describe the most perfect thing/person in your life. Why do you think it/the 
person is perfect?

7. “Victor’s exchange plan was a scam, a big lie. I’ll give him credit, though—it 
sounded good, it looked good.” (page 58)

 (a) Why do you think Victor’s exchange plan sounded and looked good to Paul 
and Zena at first? (Think about Victor’s character, his background, and the plan 
itself.) How did Paul come to realize that the plan was a scam?
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 (b) What kind of a person makes a good scam artist? To what extent did Victor 
have these qualities?

 (c) Have you ever been the victim of a scam, or a scam artist? Describe the 
experience. Why was the scam artist able to fool you? How did they fool you? 
At what point did you know you were fooled? What did you do?

8. “They are my father’s soul, and they are the soul of my family.” (page 75)

 (a) What does the word “they” in the above quote refer to?

 (b) Zena wanted the Persian paintings so desperately that she broke the law to 
get them. What motivated Zena to go to such lengths to get the paintings?

 (c) What does the word “soul” mean to you? What do you think Zena meant 
by saying the Persian paintings were the soul of her family? Did the paintings 
turn out to be the soul of Zena’s family? Explain your answer.

9. “‘Only we can see them,’ she said, ‘that’s the trouble. They belong to everyone, 
all over the world.” (page 78)

 (a) What do the words “them” and “they” in the above quote refer to?

 (b) Why is Zena prepared to part with the Persian paintings? 

 (c) Imagine you create a beautiful piece of art. Would you (a) keep it for 
yourself, (b) sell it for a lot of money to an individual, (c) give it away to an art 
gallery, (d) sell it for a lot of money to an art gallery, or (e) something else? Give 
a reason for your answer. 

10. Some sentences take on a deeper, more important meaning after you know the 
whole story. Explain how the meaning of the each sentence below changes or 
becomes more important after knowing the whole story.

 (a) “He was waiting for me in the back of the store. Behind the scenes, as 
always.” (page 16)

 (b) “Victor loved coffee… With Victor, there was always some new, fancy 
blend.” (page 16)

 (c) “What a two-faced liar he is! A hypocrite! All he really cares about is being 
rich.” (page 34)

 (d) “Zena led the way—she knew where she was going… ” (page 42)

 (e) ”Sounds simple, but it will be rather tricky, I think.” (page 50)

 (f) “Won’t do you any good. She bought two tickets, so she must be going with 
somebody else.” (page 54)
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WRITING ABOUT THE BOOK

1. Choose a character or event from the novel that you connected with in some 
way. For example, did the character or event remind you of something in your 
life? Cause an emotional reaction in you? Teach you something? Describe what, 
how, and why.

2. Chapter 2 is entitled Victor, a Crook. Chapter 3 is entitled Harold Green, Man 
of the World. In Chapter 2, Paul describes Zena as “Zena the Beautiful.” Think 
of a person in your life. What key word would you use to describe this person? 
Write a paragraph about this person. Include three examples that support the 
word you chose to describe them.

3. Everyone can probably think of a time they were dishonest in some way, even if 
it was telling just a white lie. Think of a time you were dishonest in some way. 
Then choose one of the writing activities below:

 (a) Write a journal entry that describes how you were dishonest, and why.

 (b) Write a note to the person who was affected by your dishonesty, explaining 
how you were dishonest, and why.

4. The Persian miniatures in the story were described as “priceless.” What does the 
word “priceless” mean when used to describe an object? Think of an important 
object in your life. Write about the object. Describe it. Explain how you got it. 
Explain why you feel it is priceless.

5. Email Anthony Hyde via his Writers’ Union of Canada profile page and tell him 
what you thought of his book: anthonyhyde1@me.com.
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PROJECTS and ACTIVITIES 

1. Be a Movie Critic

Choose one of the following movies and view it with the students. Then have 
the students discuss the questions below.

Theft by Deception (2010), Director: David Dietrich 
A police detective gets a paroled art thief to steal valuable paintings,  
which he presents to his wife as gifts in order to save his marriage.

The Italian Job (2003), Director: F. Gary Gray 
A team of thieves pulls off a daring heist of 35 million dollars worth of gold 
bars. One of the thieves betrays the others. The betrayed thieves come up with  
a plan to steal back the gold and get their revenge.

Ocean’s Eleven (2001), Director: Steven Soderbergh 
A group of people come up with a plan to rob three Las Vegas casinos.

The Thomas Crown Affair (1999), Director: John McTiernan 
A very rich and successful playboy amuses himself by stealing artwork, but 
meets his match in a seductive detective.

 (a) Who were the main characters? Describe their relationships (e.g., tense, 
familiar, relative strangers, friendly).

 (b) Summarize the thieves’ plan. Were there any tense moments or surprises 
during the theft? Describe the moments. What made these moments tense?

 (c) Did any instances of luck help the thieves carry out their plan? Describe 
what happened.

 (d) Describe any instances of betrayal. Did the betrayal affect the planning of  
or the carrying out of the theft?

 (e) Was there a love interest? Describe how this relationship affected the 
planning of or the carrying out of the theft. Do you think the movie was better 
because it included a love interest? Explain why or why not.

 (f) Would you recommend this movie to friends? Why or why not?

Note: Students may have other suggestions for movies involving theft. Less 
recent movies are most likely available on loan from your public library.

2. Love at First Sight

Search online for the lyrics to and a recording of these two songs: 
 “Love at First Sight” (2001) by Kylie Minogue 
 “Love at First Sight” (1990) by Styx
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Have students listen to each song. After listening, ask the students (a) how the 
songs made them feel, and why, (b) what was similar and different between the 
songs, and (c) to what extent the songs reflect their ideas of what love and love 
at first sight mean.

3. The Essence of a Person

Provide students with a variety of magazines that contain pictures (sports 
magazines, food magazines, gardening magazines, etc.) Have students create a 
collage that reflects who they really are.

4. Reading Eyes

 (a) Have students discuss the meaning of the following quote: 
 “The eyes are the window to the soul.”

 (b) Ask students if they are good at reading a person’s eyes. Provide close-up 
photos of people portraying a range of emotions (joy, anger, excitement, fear, 
despair, etc.). Magazines and stock photo sites are good sources for photos. 
Cover up each photo so that only the eyes are visible. Have students guess 
what emotion the person is feeling. Ask students to explain what about the eyes 
helped them make their guess.

5. Fraud

 (a) Have students discuss what the following warning means: 
 If something seems too good to be true, it probably is.

(b) Explore with students ways in which people can protect themselves from 
fraud. Are there online sites that give tips on how to protect oneself from 
fraud? Are there organizations, groups, or government offices that help victims 
of fraud? How can people identify possible scam artists or situations that are 
fraudulent?

6. Responding to Art

Have students search “Group of Seven paintings” in Google Images or Yahoo! 
Images. Give students time to scroll through the first two pages of results and 
look at the images of the paintings. Then have students choose one painting 
that they like and one painting they do not like. Have students discuss their 
choices by comparing the two paintings in terms of subject matter; colours; how 
real the subject matter looks; and how the paintings make them feel, and why. 
Then have students research the painting that they liked (e.g., by finding the 
artist’s name, the name of the painting, the year the painting was done, the type 
of painting). Have the student write a brief description of the painting for use in 
an art gallery.
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FURTHER READING available from Grass Roots Press

If students liked this book, they might also enjoy:

The Hangman, Louise Penny, Good Reads

The Stalker, Gail Anderson-Dargatz, Good Reads

Chickenfeed, Minette Walters, Quick Reads

An Accident Waiting to Happen, Vincent Banville, Open Door Series

Dead Man’s Island, John Escott, Oxford Bookworms

Good Reads books are produced in partnership between  
Grass Roots Press and ABC Life Literacy Canada, with support 

from Human Resources and Skills Development Canada.


