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Chapter One

1. Describe Anna’s mood at the 
beginning of the novel. Why 
does she feel this way? 

2. What is meant by a cold case?

3. Albert Romaine gives information 
to Anna about Shelley Vincent. 
What do we learn about Shelley 
and Albert’s life together?

4. Albert makes small talk before 
leaving when he asks Anna about 
her car. What is small talk?

5. When do people usually make 
small talk? What do they talk 
about when they make small talk? 
Do you enjoy making small talk? 
What subjects do you talk about 
when you meet somebody new?

Book Summary

Shelley Vincent has been missing for over a year. Her fiancé, Albert Romaine,  
is desperate to find out what happened to her. With Christmas less than a week 
away and no plans to speak of, PI Anna Sweet is happy to take the case. 

But as Anna digs deeper into Shelley’s past, she uncovers more questions than 
answers. Why would a woman with everything to live for simply disappear?  
Was Shelley murdered? And if so, why didn’t the police find her body? 

Anna begins to have a bad feeling. She learns that her every move is being tracked… 
and she fears a killer is closing in. 

Whoever holds the key to Shelley Vincent’s disappearance isn’t talking—and Anna 
Sweet is running out of time.
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Chapter Two

1. Jimmy Wilson tells Anna that he 
“never felt better.” How can you 
tell that he means the opposite?

2. Describe a time you said one  
thing when you meant 
the opposite?

3. What does Jimmy think happened 
to Shelley Vincent? Why does 
he reach this conclusion?

4. Why is Anna upset with 
her sister, Cheri?

5. Describe Evan’s relationship 
with his grandfather.

Chapter Three

1. What do we learn about Shelley’s 
relationship with her mother, 
Grace, and her sister Rosemary?

2. What question does Anna 
ask Rudy Brown that 
the police did not?

3. How does Rudy describe 
the customer, Joe?

4. What is meant by first 
impression? How important 
is a first impression?

5. Describe a time you had a 
first impression of someone 
that later changed?

Chapter Four

1. Based on the information 
learned so far, what do you 
think happened to Shelley?

2. What does it mean to 
keep an open mind?

3. The author does not directly 
tell us how Evan feels. How 
does the author let us know 
what Evan is feeling?

Chapter Five

1. What makes Anna think 
that Shelley was depressed 
and nobody noticed?

2. What does Elle mean when  
she says that she told Shelley  
“not to settle”?

3. What new information do we find 
out about Shelley in this chapter?

4. Elle believes that Shelley and 
Albert are very different from 
each other. How does being 
different from one another affect 
the two people in a relationship?
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Chapter Six

1. Why doesn’t Anna tell Gino that 
she’ll be alone for Christmas?

2. Shelley and Albert do not 
appear to have any hobbies or 
belong to any social groups. 
Does this tell you anything 
about them? If so, what?

3. Name some things people like to 
do in their spare time. What do 
you like to do in your spare time?

Chapter Seven

1. What does Anna notice about 
Joe that makes her suspicious?

2. Have you ever had a bad 
feeling about someone without 
knowing why? How much 
should you trust this feeling?

3. What trend does Anna see 
in Shelley’s relationships? 

4. Chapter Seven ends with a cliff 
hanger. What does that mean? 
How is ending a chapter with 
a cliff hanger effective? As a 
reader, do you like chapters 
that end with cliff hangers?

Chapter Eight

1. How does the author build 
tension in this chapter?

2. Who do you think was trying 
to break into Anna’s office?

3. In your opinion, is Gino right 
not to tell his son, Nick, what 
happened? Why or why not?

Chapter Nine

1. Do you believe Joe’s explanation 
for why he didn’t tell Anna 
about his position in Timber 
Construction?

2. Has your opinion of Joe Costa 
changed since Rudy told Anna 
about him? If so, describe how 
and why.

3. What does gut feeling mean? 
Anna says that she has a gut 
feeling that Joe Costa knows 
something about Shelley’s 
disappearance. Do you believe 
Anna’s right? Explain why or 
why not.

4. Anna says that she feels as if she’s 
being played. What does being 
played mean?

5. Describe a time when you felt  
as if you were being played? 
What did you do?
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Chapter Ten

1. What happens in this 
chapter to build tension?

2. Do you believe Anna is in 
danger? Explain why or why not.

3. Based on what you’ve learned 
this far, what do you think 
happened to Shelley?

Chapter Eleven

1. Are you surprised by what Anna 
discovers in Carleton Place? 
Explain why or why not.

2. How does Anna’s opinion 
of Joe Costa change? Why 
does her opinion change?

3. How did Albert try to 
control Shelley?

4. Put yourself in Shelley’s place. 
Would you have acted as she did?

 

Chapter Twelve

1. How did the author create 
suspense in the book leading 
up to this chapter?

2. What does Anna do to try to 
keep control of the situation?

3. What do you think should 
happen to Albert?

Chapter Thirteen

1. Would you say that Anna had a 
good Christmas after all? Give 
a reason for your answer.

2. Describe a time you dreaded 
something that turned 
out well after all.

3. What does Anna mean when 
she says that their lives 
will not be predictable?

4. In what ways are people’s lives 
predictable? Unpredictable? 
Would you like a life that 
was completely predictable? 
Explain why or why not.


