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reading comprehension

Activity            Stop and Think

Read the paragraphs. 
Stop and think as you read.

Gladys finds life hard. She is always sad.  
She cannot care for Norma Jeane. Gladys places  
her baby with foster parents.

Stop and think: Why do you think Gladys  
 cannot care for Norma Jeane?

Gladys visits Norma Jeane every Saturday.  
When she visits, they talk little. Gladys never  
hugs or kisses Norma Jeane.

Stop and think: How do you show someone  
 you care about them?

Good readers are active readers.

Good readers stop and think about 
what they are reading. Active reading 
helps readers understand the ideas.
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Activity            Main Idea and Details

Check the details  
that support each main idea.

The first one is an example.

12

The writer’s words The invisible message

Joe DiMaggio does not forget his promise.
Joe is an honest man.
Joe can be trusted.

1. Norma Jeane doesn’t have a nickel  
    to ride the bus.

 
 

2. Marilyn falls in love many times.
 
 

Activity            Invisible Messages

Read the writer’s words. 
Figure out the invisible message.

23

Good readers can find  
the main idea and details.

The main idea is the important idea. 
The details support the main idea. 

The details help you understand  
and remember the main idea.

Writers do not always explain everything.

Sometimes, writers expect readers to read 
between the lines. Writers expect readers 
to figure out the invisible messages.

Main idea Details

Norma Jeane feels no love.
4  Norma Jeane’s mother never hugs her.
4  Norma Jeane never knows her father.
     Norma Jeane is an only child.

1. School is hard for Norma Jeane.
(a) __ The school girls ride the bus.
(b) __ The school girls make fun of Norma Jeane.
(c) __ The school girls call Norma Jeane dumb.

2. Marilyn wants to become a  
    movie star more than anything.

(a) __ Marilyn takes acting lessons.
(b) __ Marilyn lacks talent.
(c) __ Marilyn eats less to save money for  
          acting lessons.
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Activity            Fact and Opinion

Read the sentences. 
Write (F) for fact or (O) for opinion.

1. Foster parents make a lot of money. _____ 
Gladys pays the foster parents $5.00 a week. _____

2. Norma Jeane gets married at 16. _____ 
Norma Jeane marries too young. _____

3. Marilyn is the most beautiful star in Hollywood. _____ 
Marilyn acts in Some Like It Hot. _____

34

Question Chapter Answer

Where is Norma Jeane born? Early Years Los Angeles, California

1. When is Norma Jeane born?
 
 

2. When does Marilyn become  
    a star?

 
 

3. When does Marilyn die?
 
 

Activity            The Table of Contents

Read each question. 
Look at the Contents page in your book. 
Which chapter has the answer to the question? 
Write the name of the chapter. 
Find the answer to the question. Write the answer.

5 4

Good readers know the difference 
between facts and opinions.

Facts can be proven.

Opinions are personal beliefs.

Good readers use the Table of Contents. 

The Table of Contents helps readers  
find information quickly.
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Activity            Make a Connection

Read the idea from the story. 
Make a connection to your life.

6
Reading is more than understanding 
the ideas on a page.

Good readers connect the ideas  
to their lives. 

Idea

Marilyn often feels like two people.  
She is Norma Jeane, the orphan.  
Norma Jeane belongs to nobody.  
She feels alone, like an outsider.  
She is also Marilyn Monroe, the  
star. Marilyn belongs to the world.

Your Life

Sometimes people feel that they are alone. For example,  
they might feel alone if they lose a good friend. 

At other times, people feel like they belong. For example,  
meeting with friends at school makes them feel like they  
belong to a community.

 What makes you feel like you belong? 
 How does the feeling of belonging affect you?

 What makes you feel like you are alone? 
 How does the feeling of loneliness affect you?
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1
Good writers know that  
writing is a process.

Good writers think of ideas 
before they write.

Good writers check their writing.

l Writing l

Activity            Write Your Ideas

Complete these paragraphs about being belonging 
and loneliness. Use your ideas from Activity 6.

Your teacher will help you with spelling.

Read each paragraph out loud. 
Which paragraph do you like better? 
Copy the paragraph on the lines.

Check for capital letters and end punctuation.

Paragraph 1

__________________________________________________________ makes me feel like

I belong . I feel like I belong because __________________________________________

______________________________ . When I feel like I belong, I ___________________

______________________________________________ .

Paragraph 2

______________________________________________________________ makes me feel

alone. I feel alone because ___________________________________________________

___________________ . When I feel alone, I ____________________________________

_______________________________________ .
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Good writers know  
that writing is a process.

Good writers organize their ideas 
before they write.

One way to organize ideas is  
to use comparison and contrast.

Activity            Organize Ideas

Read the details for Idea Maps 1 and 2. 
Are the details about Norma Jeane (the child)  
or Marilyn (the adult)? 
Copy the details into the correct box.

The first one is an example.

2 5

Different DifferentSame
 
   She has many problems.

Details

She has many problems. 4 She drinks too much.  School girls make fun of her.

She takes drugs. She tries to kill herself. She feels alone.

Marilyn  
(the adult)

Norma Jeane  
(the child)

Idea Map 1
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Different DifferentSame

Details

She marries a man she hardly knows. She feels like an outsider.

Her mother never hugs her. She cannot find love and happiness.

She falls in love many times.

Idea Map 2

Marilyn  
(the adult)

Norma Jeane  
(the child)

Choose details from Idea Maps 1 and 2 to complete the paragraphs.

Paragraph 1 (from Idea Map 1)

Marilyn has many problems. As a child, school girls ____________________________ . 

She feels alone. As an adult, Marilyn drinks ___________________________________ .

She _________________________________________________ . She tries to kill herself.

Paragraph 2 (from Idea Map 2)

Marilyn cannot find love and happiness. As a child, her mother ___________________

___________________________________ . She feels like __________________________

___________________________ . As an adult, Marilyn marries a man ______________

________________________________________________ . She falls in love many times.



8
marilyn monroe

Activity            Use Capital Letters and Punctuation

Read these sentences. 
Circle the capital letters and end punctuation.

 1. Marilyn Monroe meets Ronald Reagan.

 2. She is born June 1, 1926.

 3. She is born in Los Angeles.

 4. Did someone murder Marilyn?

Read these sentences.  
Add capital letters and end punctuation.

 5. norma jeane is born in california

 6. her mother is gladys

 7. norma jeane marries jim dougherty in june 1942

 8. she dies in august 1962

 9. did marilyn kill herself

3 6

In this activity…

 use capital letters

  at the beginning of a sentence, 
 with names of people and places, 
 with months of the year.

 use punctuation

  at the end of a sentence.
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Activity            Predict the Word

Complete each sentence. 
Use the pictures to predict the word.

1 7

l  Word Attack Skills l

Readers see new words all the time. 
They need to decode the new words.

Good readers decode words  
in different ways. 

They use pictures to predict words. 
They use meaning clues to predict words.

These are two ways to decode words.

Complete each sentence. 
Use meaning clues to predict the word.

3. Gladys never ____________________ or kisses Norma Jeane.

4. When I ____________________ , will you place flowers on my grave?

5. Only close friends and ____________________ attend Marilyn’s funeral.
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 2. These _________________ take  
a bus to school. 



Activity            Find Common Patterns

Look at each word in the box. 
Each word has a common pattern. 
Group the words under the correct pattern.

2

hug 4  game  bug  tame

name  pink  fame  think

sink  tug  drink  drug

ug  ame  ink

________________   _______________   _______________

________________   _______________   _______________

________________   _______________   _______________

________________   _______________   _______________

Read the sentences in the box. 
Circle the words that have one of these patterns:

   ug   ame   ink

hug

Find the Common Patterns

1. Gladys does not hug Norma Jeane.
2. Does Marilyn drug herself?

3. Why does Norma Jeane change her name?
4. Fame is not enough.

5. Does Marilyn kill herself with drink?
6. The police think so.

8
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Many words have common patterns. 

The patterns look and sound the same.

Good readers look for  
common patterns in words.

This is another way to decode words.
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Activity            Divide and Conquer

Read these words. 
Look for common endings. 
Write the base word on the line.

falls  _______________

mentally _______________

1. places _______________

2. washes _______________

3. dishes _______________

4. children _______________

5. friends _______________

6. hardly _______________

7. knows _______________

8. changes _______________

 
Read each sentence out loud. 
Circle the words with common endings.

16. Gladys places Norma Jeane  
 in a foster home.

17. Norma Jeane washes dishes.

18. Many children live with  
 Norma Jeane.

19. Norma Jeane does not have  
 friends.

3 8

Many words have a base word with 
a common ending.

Good readers look for base words 
and common endings

This is another way to decode words.

 9. actor _______________

 10. takes _______________

 11. acting _______________

 12. lessons _______________

 13. dies _______________

 14. keeps _______________

 15. guessing _______________

fall

mental

20. She hardly knows her husband.

21. Norma Jeane changes her name.

22. She is an actor.

23. She takes acting lessons.

24. She dies young.

25. She keeps us guessing.
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l Crossword l

Marilyn Monroe

Crossword Clues

All the answers to the clues are from Marilyn Monroe’s biography.

ACROSS

 2. a place that is famous  
 for making movies

 4. opposite of ugly

 5. these shine at night

 7. dresses, pants, shirts

 9. synonym for film

 11. not young

 12. not noisy

 13. you do this at night

DOWN

 1. people put these on a grave

 3. not the same

 5. opposite of fail

 6. this place has sand and water

 8. a child with no mother and father

 9. June, November, April

 10. _________ and groom
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10

11

12
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Marilyn Monroe

1. Main Idea and Details: (1) b, c (2) a, c

2. Invisible Messages*: (1) Norma Jeane is poor. Norma Jeane walks to school.  
(2) Marilyn is looking for love. Marilyn cannot find love.

3. Fact and Opinion: (1) O/F (2) F/O (3) O/F

4. Table of Contents: (1) Early Years / June 1, 1926  (2) Stardom / after she stars in Some Like It Hot  
(3) Marilyn’s Tragic Death / August 5, 1962

5. Organize Ideas: Idea Map 1: Different: School girls make fun of her. / She feels alone. Same: She  
has many problems. Different: She drinks too much. / She takes drugs. / She tries to kill herself.   
Idea Map 2: Different: She feels like an outsider. / Her mother never hugs her.  Same: She cannot find  
love and happiness.  Different: She marries a tman she hardly knows. / She falls in love many times.   
Paragraph 1: make fun of her / too much / takes drugs  Paragraph 2: never hugs her / an outsider /  
she hardly knows

6. Use Capital Letters and Punctuation: (1) Marilyn Monroe meets Ronald Reagan. (2) She is born June 
1, 1926. (3) She is born in Los Angeles. (4) Did someone murder Marilyn? (5) Norma Jeane is born in 
California. (6) Her mother is Gladys. (7) Norma Jeane marries Jim Dougherty in June 1942. (8) She dies  
in August 1962. (9) Did Marilyn kill herself?

7. Predict the Word*: (1) washes; dries (2) girls; children (3) hugs (4) die (5) family; relatives

8. Find Common Patterns: (1) hug (2) drug (3) name (4) Fame (5) drink (6) think

9. Divide and Conquer: (1) place (2) wash (3) dish (4) child (5) friend (6) hard (7) know (8) change  
(9) act (10) take (11) act (12) lesson (13) die (14) keep (15) guess (16) places (17) washes / dishes  
(18) children (19) friends (20) hardly / knows (21) changes (22) actor (23) takes / acting / lessons  
(24) dies (25) keeps / guessing

*Accept any answer  Crossword Solution 
  that makes sense.
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