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Chapter 1

1. Why do you think Leena 
doesn’t want her husband to 
know she is going to school?

2. People have many reasons for 
not finishing school. What 
are some of those reasons?

3. When is a good time to 
go back to school?

Chapter 2

1. Should Leena be happy enough 
with what she already has?

2. What does Leena mean by 
“doors to the sky”? Are “doors” 
always open to everyone?

3. What “sky” are you reaching for?

Book Summary

Leena’s children are older, so she goes back to school. All goes well until Omar, 
her husband, finds out. “Why are you doing this to me?” says Omar. “Are you 
trying to make me look like a stupid fool?”

Omar wants Leena to take care of the books for his business. He wants her to 
take care of their kids and home. He wants to keep things as they always were. 
But Leena wants more for herself. She dreams of becoming a teacher.

Does Omar find a way to rise above his fear as Leena reaches to touch the sky?



Doors to the Sky Discussion Questions 2

Grass Roots Press • www.grassrootsbooks.net

Chapter 3

1. Leena learned math by keeping 
the books for her husband’s 
business. What have you learned 
to do outside of school?

2. How can people help 
themselves learn?

3. How did you learn your 
first language?

Chapter 4

1. Why does Leena want to 
finish high school?

2. How is Omar acting? Why do 
you think he is acting this way?

3. How have times changed 
since you’ve been alive?

Chapter 5

1. Why do you think Leena 
wouldn’t want Omar 
to see her now?

2. What makes you think of 
the place you grew up?

3. What can you learn from people 
who come from other places?

4. Why do you think Leena gets 
along well with everyone?

Chapter 6

1. Leena is no longer “quiet as a 
mouse.” How is she acting now?

2. Why does all of this make 
Omar so angry?

3. When would you keep on 
doing something that a loved 
one did not want you to do?

Chapter 7

1. How do you think Leena feels 
as she writes the note to Omar? 
How would you have felt?

2. Do you think someone can 
really forget to breathe? Do 
you ever “forget to breathe”?

3. How can you tell when you 
are ready to do something 
that is hard for you?

4. When does time go fast for you?

Chapter 8

1. Why do you think Omar seems 
to have had a change of heart?

2. Who is the best teacher 
you have ever had?

3. Do you think Leena has really 
finished school forever?
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Chapter 9

1. Why doesn’t Leena just do 
what she wants? Why does she 
need her husband’s okay?

2. Why do you think Omar 
always pushes back?

3. House, children, business, 
school: Can Leena do it all? 
What tips could you give her?

Chapter 10

1. Why would Leena make a 
good teacher? Would you 
make a good teacher?

2. Would you rather go to classes 
or take an online course?

3. What course or program 
would you like to get into? 
How can you find out more?

Chapter 11

1. Why does Leena still 
want to please Omar?

2. What do you do when 
someone needs your help and 
you are short on time?

3. How do you plan your 
time to fit everything in?

Chapter 12

1. Why is this book called 
Doors to the Sky?

2. What is the meaning of 
“the sky’s the limit”?

3. How true is Leena’s mother’s 
saying, “Only from the heart 
can you touch the sky”?


