
Chapter 2: Labor Savers 

Items described in this chapter are recommendations to help save garden space, precious time and 
back breaking energy. 

Anchor and Stacking Joints enable you to easily connect 2” x 6” lumber so you can build Raised 
Gardens easily. The uniquely designed Stacking Joint rotates to any angle from 60 to 180 degrees, 
is stackable, and enables the gardener to create a raised bed garden with better drainage and 
contain soil neatly in any given area. An added benefit to raised bed gardening, in the springtime, 
the soil warms earlier resulting in earlier, positive gardening experiences. 

Season Extender Kit 
The Season Extender Blanket, an extremely light-weight, spun fiber cloth, is used to extend the 
growing season by protecting young transplants and seedlings from frost in the spring and to protect 
mature, fruiting plants from early frost in the fall. The system is easily installed by sliding hoops into 
the stakes of your stacking joints and then blanketing the hoops with the Season Extender Blanket 
making a greenhouse environment for plants. Use the provided clips to fasten the blanket to the 
hoops and sideboards and use the anchoring pins to anchor the blanket to the soil. 
An added benefit to using the Season Extender Kit is insect protection. Cucurbits, like squash, 
melon, and cucumber covered with the Season Extender blanket during the time when the adult of 
the squash vine borer enters the garden to lay eggs can virtually eliminate the problem. To insure 
pollination and fruit set of cucurbits, remove the blanket when both male and female flowers begin 
opening. 

Drip Irrigation/"Soaker" Hose 
Water, the number one component to successful gardening, is a must for plant growth. The 
installation of a drip irrigation or "soaker" hose system, available at home, hardware and garden 
centers, can provide essential water for germination of seeds, establishing transplants, flowering and 
setting fruit, and better flavor during the ripening process. Adequate moisture on a timely basis (both 
systems can be automated) reduces tomato splitting and undersized fruit. A drip irrigation system 
delivers water at the roots of the plant, not on its foliage, thus reducing disease problems. Installation 
of a drip or soaker hose irrigation system can insure success whether used in a freestanding garden 
or Raised Garden  

Veggie Wall 
Veggie Wall enables you to grow tomato vines, pole beans, cucumber vines or morning glory in 75% less 
space on a 25 sq.ft. surface of extra strength teepee netting.  The teepee poles are constructed of 
sunlight protected high strength PVC. 

Moisture Holding Polymers 
Soils, in Raised Beds, window boxes, planters, or freestanding gardens need help in retaining precious 
moisture, particularly on a sunny, windy day.  Under these conditions, plants often wilt and die.  Moisture 
holding polymers, sold under several popular trade names, can be mixed with the soil at planting time to 
increase the soil’s ability to hold moisture.  In dry form, polymers are white, crystalline granules which 
absorb hundreds of times their weight in water, making them a "water reservoir" ready to release water to 
soil as it dries.  Read and follow label directions when using moisture holding polymers. We also 
recommend that the polymer not be used when planting seeds as the polymer may push the seeds out of 
the soil as it fills with water. 
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