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Deborah Samuels, CEO 

For the be)er part of 20 years, I have been involved with jewelry as a member of our family 
business. Over 60 years ago, my father began as a diamond cu)er and eventually built a very 
successful diamond manufacturing business. The foundaBon was always on producing only the 
finest quality diamonds and diamond jewelry. Never taking shortcuts was a lesson drilled into 
me from a very early age, and my goal was to carry this lesson over the Lumije. 

We put this guide together to simplify the purchase of diamond stud earrings, which could be 
called the "black cocktail" dress of fine jewelry. Becoming a true diamond expert takes a lot of 
learning and hands-on experience. Diamond studs are a significant purchase, so it's essenBal to 
be armed with some basic knowledge, which this guide will give you. OpBmally, though, it is 
best to rely on an expert you trust due to the many nuances in choosing quality diamonds.   

I would be honored to earn that trust.   I am available to answer any quesBons you have about 
diamond studs or any other piece of jewelry. Please email me at deborah@lumije.com, and I 
will respond as quickly as possible to your query. 

Not only do we only offer only the highest quality product and stand behind that product, but 
we also empower women through our charity partner Bpeace.org.  Bpeace's mission is to help 
women entrepreneurs grow their businesses in conflict-affected communiBes. A percent of 
every purchase goes to Bpeace to help them do this vital work. So not only will you look great 
when buying from Lumije, but you can feel great, too. 

Thanks, 

!



Diamond Studs are the Black Cocktail 
Dress of Diamond Jewelry 

There is a reason why diamond stud earrings are the 
classic go-to jewelry for so many women. Not only are 
they stylish, timeless, and beautiful, but they are also 
versatile. They go just as well in an evening gown as they 
do with jeans and a t-shirt. In addition, they lay close and 
securely to the ear, making them comfortable and 
perfect even for active wear.   

Whether it's a gift for yourself or to wow your significant 
other, a beautiful pair of diamond stud earrings can make 
you feel good about yourself and increase your confidence 
no matter where you find yourself.  

You'll wear them all the time and cherish them forever. 

A Pair of Diamond Studs is a 
Significant Purchase 

For a pair of one-carat total-weight diamond stud 
earrings, you will spend close to $4,000, depending on 
the color and clarity. 

It is a significant purchase, and a li)le knowledge can help 
you choose the right pair 



Balancing the 4C’s:  How to 
Find Your Perfect Studs. 

The 4C’s are a set of criteria that was developed 
decades ago by the GIA (Gemological InsBtute of 
America). It is made up of carat, color, cut, and 
clarity.   

Here is what you need to know about each. 

The carat of a diamond describes the weight of 
the diamond. Not the size the diamond appears 
to be. 

A single carat is about 200 milligrams, so 
diamonds with higher carats are heavier—in total weight. Some diamonds are cut in a way that they are 
very deep (bigger looking from the side). Since no one will be looking at your studs from the size, we 
suggest you know the proporBons of your diamond rather than just on carat size. A diamond can have a 
higher carat weight but a smaller diameter (appear smaller) than a lower carat-weight diamond that is 
not cut as deep.  

One thing to clarify with studs is that the total carat size of diamond stud earrings is for the enBre pair. 
That means each diamond in a one-carat diamond stud earring set is 0.50 carats. Therefore, when it 
comes to smaller sizes, you will want to be careful that you are not choosing a too-small pair. 

The average carat size for diamond stud earrings is one-carat total weight. 



The cut of a diamond describes the appearance of the diamond’s proporBons of the diamond. In a round 
brilliant, this has been mathemaBcally figured out. As we described earlier, these proporBons will 
ulBmately determine how much sparkle your diamonds have. 

Excellent Very good Good Fair Poor 

There is an ideal depth that a diamond should have:  if it is too shallow, then too much light will escape 
from the bo)om of the diamond and will not be refracted back to the eye—this cuts down on the 
sparkle of the diamond. The same thing happens if a diamond is too deep. In this case, the light doesn’t 
escape at the bo)om but gets diffused within the stone and doesn’t refract back out from the top of the 
diamond, also cucng down on the sparkle of the diamond. So the depth of your diamond should be just 
right—not too deep and not too shallow. 

Note: The cut is not the same as the shape 

The color of a diamond describes how white the diamond is. This is rated on a scale of D to Z, with D 
having minimal coloring and Z being considered “yellow-grade.” So, a diamond will be much more yellow 
as you conBnue through the alphabet. 



Look at the raBngs: 

D through F:   

No color 

G through J: 

Almost colorless 

K through M: 

Faint 

N through R: 

Very light 

S through Z: 

The grade of color you choose will all come down to personal preference. Some women prefer whiter 
clear diamonds (closer toward D), while others might select a li)le extra color (more toward Z). The less 
color, the higher the price (usually). 

The clarity of a diamond is a measure of the diamond’s imperfecBons. Therefore, the term “inclusions” 
will describe the defects inside the diamond. In contrast, the term “blemishes” will focus more on the 

outside shortcomings. 



The more imperfecBons a diamond has, the less bright and cloudier it might look. However, the 
inclusions oken do not detract from the beauty of the diamond, although they do allow for a less high 
price. Here is a look at the clarity grades for a diamond. 

FL: Flawless 

IF: Internally flawless 

VVs: Very, very slightly included 

VS: Very slightly included 

SI: Slightly included 

I: Included 

Most importantly, it would help to consider what is most important to you. Then, you will need to 
balance these elements depending on your budget and what aspects are most important to you. 

Consider the Shape 
The most popular shape of diamond studs is round brilliant. This is the most common shape and is seen 
in about 75% of diamonds. As a point of interest, round diamonds are the most expensive of the cuts. 
For this reason, we have chosen a round shape for our Lumije Signature Studs. 

Picking the Setting of Diamond Earrings 
The most important thing you need to consider is the diamond's actual secng. This describes how the 
diamond is a)ached to the rest of the earrings. 

The most common setup would be a prong. This type of secng keeps your diamond in place by adding 
three, four, or six prongs. 



You can never go wrong with gold. 

You do need to do your research when it comes 
to the actual gold you are using. Though higher-
karat gold is much purer and more expensive, it 
is also less durable. So, you will want to find a 
middle ground regarding the karat. 

Here is a brief look at current gold prices based 
on the pennyweight value of karat per gram. 

14K: About $30 

18K: About $40 

We like 14K because it is a nice balance 
between quality, affordability, and durability. 

What About Lab-Grown Diamonds? 
Diamonds are expensive because they are scarce. The number of one-carat gem-quality diamonds mined 
in a year would fit in one exercise ball. Diamonds take billions of years to grow deep beneath the earth's 
crust; diamond mining is expensive and speculaBve--there has yet to be a discovery of a significant mine 
in 20 years. Although lab-grown diamonds are less expensive, about 30% less, they have problems in 
that there is no stopping the process from becoming cheaper and more efficient. This means that the 

The total gem-quality diamonds of one-carat mined 
in a year would fit in one exercise ball. 



pair of lab-grown diamonds will likely be worth much less in the future, with no natural bo)om to the 
market. 

A one-carat diamond grown in a lab might only cost you $800; however, the resale value is pracBcally 
zero. 

These pods are used to grow 
diamonds in the "lab." 

The noBon that lab-grown diamonds 
are more sustainable is also not true. 
An enormous amount of energy is 
used to grow these diamonds on a 
large scale. The name lab-grown 
conjures up pictures of a prisBne 
laboratory complete with white coats, 
but as the above image shows, the 
reality is quite different. 

Conclusion 

You might not be an experienced diamond buyer, but being armed with some knowledge can help you 
avoid some pitalls.  

Even with this knowledge, you may feel overwhelmed. 

I created our Lumije Signature Studs, which take the guesswork out of buying the perfect pair of 
diamond studs.  



All you need to do is choose the color and clarity opBon (we offer two). Then select the total carat 
weight that best fits your budget. You get classic, well-made, and ethically sourced natural diamonds 
that are the color and clarity we say they are. 

Again, if you have any quesBons, contact me at deborah@lumije.com. I can guide you through the 
process.


