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10th Anniversary 

Celebrating 20 Years in Hill City 
Many thanks for your enthusiasm, trust and support! 

277	Main	Street	
Hill	City	SD	57745	
605-574-4954	
www.warriorswork.com

Sculptors	
Dale	Lamphere	
North	Rim	Glass	
Becky	Grismer	
Anna	Achtziger	
Raymond	Huck	
Jeff	Schaezle	
Ray	Kobald	
Bud	Bell	
Chris	Powell	
Ed	Thomas	

Painters	
Sarah	Rogers	
Joe	Geshick	
Frank	Howell	
Shelly	Hearne	
Tim	Peterson	
Ben	Wright	
Lynn	Thorpe	
K.	Henderson	
Fritz	Scholder		
C.	Her	Many	

Proud to Represent

Horses

Dear Friends and Visitors,

Welcome to the 10th annual Sculpture in the Hills Show & Sale, 
an event unique in the Black Hills region. Here in the relaxed 
atmosphere of  our Big White Tent—just a few miles from two 
of  the largest sculptures on earth—you can savor the diversity 
of  sculptural art, meet artists from near and far, and select new 
sculptures for your home or office.

At Sculpture in the Hills, you are a participant. Take your time, 
visit with our artists about their inspirations and techniques, 
and cast your ballot for the People’s Choice Awards. Then, 
don’t forget the food sculptures created by Hill City merchants. 
Find your favorite during a “food-sculpture walk” among 
participating businesses.

While you’re at it, don’t miss Friday evening’s Sponsors’ and 
Patrons’ Reception, and Saturday evening’s special presentation. 
Dale Lamphere, South Dakota’s Artist Laureate—and one 
of  our show’s jurors—recently gained wide acclaim for his 
powerful, monumental sculpture, Dignity. The original was 
installed at the Missouri River crossing near Chamberlain. Dale, 
with the help of  a working model of  Dignity, will personally tell 
the story of  the sculpture, “From Concept to Installation.” It’s a 
special Black Hills treat.

Events like Sculpture in the Hills  would not be possible without 
the hard work and support of  our members, staff, board, 
volunteers, area businesses, event sponsors, and the City of  Hill 
City. Please consider joining us—become a member of  the Hill 
City Arts Council. More information can be found in the Big 
White Tent and on our website, hillcityarts.org.

Most Sincerely,

Catherine Rost
President, Hill City Arts Council

Welcome
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10th Anniversary 

Friday Evening, June 23, 6–8PM
 Sponsors’ and Patrons’ Reception 

 Advance tickets required—call 605.574.2810
 People’s Choice Awards Voting 

Saturday Events, June 24, 10AM–8:30PM 
 All Day: People’s Choice Awards Voting 

One vote per person, please!
All Day: Pick up a map; enjoy the Food-Sculpture Walk

11 – 11:45AM: Sculptor Jim Green’s presentation on the process 
of  creating a sculpture in bronze.

1 – 1:45PM: Kids’ Art: Create innovative sculptures with art 
teacher Gina Kassube, followed by ice cream at 
TurtleTown! (Must pre-register. Call 605.574.2810 
no later than Friday, June 23. Limited to 15 
children aged 6 to 12.)

2 – 2:45PM: Jeff  Schaezle demonstrates hammer and chisel 
techniques on stone.

3 – 3:45PM: Becky Grismer shows how she creates her tree-
bark figures, with a mix of  traditional materials and 
items found in nature.

7PM: Tent closes.
7 - 8:30PM: Dale Lamphere presents “Dignity: From Concept 

to Installation,” a free public reception and 
presentation at Warrior’s Work & Ben West Gallery 

Sunday Events, June 25, 10AM–4PM 
10AM – 2:45PM: People’s Choice Awards Voting 

One vote per person, please!
11 – 11:45AM: Peg Detmers shows how bronze artists work in 

a variety of  materials to achieve desired effects.
1 – 1:45PM: Jeff  Schaezle demonstrates hammer and chisel 

techniques on stone.
2 – 2:45PM: Becky Grismer shows how she creates her tree-

bark figures, with a mix of  traditional materials and 
items found in nature.

3PM: Announcement of  People’s Choice Awards.
4PM: Tent closes. 

Schedule of Events

 

Alpine Inn      Desperados      

Hill City Café       Mountain Treats 

Thank you!
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Acknowledgments

We are proud supporters 
of Sculpture in the Hills!

 815 St. Joseph Street, Suite 203, Rapid City, SD 57701
415 South Main Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605.721.1158  |   www.architectureinc.com

• General Store
• Tipis
• Heated Outdoor Pool
• Wine Room

Your Black Hills “Home Away From Home!”

Your Black Hills Vacation Destination!

• Vacation Homes
• ATV Rentals
• Cabins
• Trail Rides
• General Store
• Grille & Pub
• Family-Friendly• Family-Friendly
  Summer Entertainment

Minutes  from Mt. Rushmore,
Crazy Horse Memorial
& Custer State Park. 

Open year-round – 4 miles west of Hill City  |  605-574-9003  | www.HighCountryRanch.com

605-574-2418  |   www.CrookedCreekSD.com

Best of Show
1st  Place — Scull Construction Award

2nd Place — Viken & Riggins Law Firm Award
3rd  Place — Hill City Evergreen Garden Club Award

People’s Choice
1st  Place—Mike & Lesta Turchen
2nd Place—Dave & Bonnie Guerre

3rd  Place—EMH Consulting

Additional Sponsors
Senator Stanford Adelstein & Lynda Clark Adelstein

Ken & Liz Anderson • Black Hills Energy • 
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation

Mike & Sarah Hanson Family • Jolly Lane Greenhouse 
 John & Kay Rozell  • Rushmore Forest Products, Inc.
Troy & Alison Schmidt • Upper Deck Architects, Inc.
Jon & Gail Crane • Sentinel Federal Credit Union • Jim Zeman

HARRY G. AND PAULINE M. AUSTIN FOUNDATION
BOB & JOANNA WARDER

Our Generous Sponsors!
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HILL CITY, SD
WINERY

Twisted
     PineLocated on

Main Street in Hill City, SD
Wine Tastings, Gourmet Food

and much more!

A tasting & shopping
experience!

Twisted Pine is your one-stop shop
for all things South Dakota. We feature
one of the largest selections of
local wine as well as locally-made
jams, salsas and sauces. 

We want to help you find
the wine that YOU
like to drink!

JEWELS THREADS LEATHER SILVER BOOTS DECOR

Shop hundreds of one-of-a-kind items online at JEWELOFTHEWEST.COM

Sculptures that 
you can wear.

(And don’t weigh thousands of pounds.)

208 Main Street
Historic Hill City, South Dakota

Special Thanks
Artist Support

Jurors—Dale Lamphere, James Van Nuys
Security—Mountain States Security

Site—Alpine Inn, Randy Berger, Black Hills Institute of  Geological Research, 
City of  Hill City, Dallas Alexander Construction,  Granite Sports, 

Hill City Harley-Davidson, Hill City Volunteer Fire Department, Ron Walker
Site Landscaping—Jolly Lane Greenhouse

Artist Hosts
Randy Berger and Janna Emmel, Dale and Susan Householder, 

Jukka Huhtiniemi and Cheryl Whetham,
Skip and Susan Tillisch

Special Programs
Sponsors’ & Patrons’ Reception—Alpine Inn, Twisted Pine Winery

Food Sculpture on Main Street— JK Dooley, Jukka Huhtiniemi, Carol Walker
Kids’ Art—Gina Kassube, TurtleTown

Dignity Presentation & Reception with Sculptor Dale Lamphere—
Warrior’s Work & Ben West Gallery, Prairie Berry Winery, Krull’s Market

Volunteers
The HCAC Board of  Directors and our partners cannot succeed without the 

enthusiastic participation of  dedicated volunteers.  Thanks to you all!
Graphic & Media support: Ray Berberich, Kristin Donnan, Sid Spelts 

Photography: Winston Barclay, Jukka Huhtiniemi

Hill City Arts Council Board Of Directors
Catherine Rost, President; Rob Timm, Vice-President; Connie Wolters, Treasurer; 

Gina Kassube, Secretary; Randy Berger; JK Dooley; Denise Etzkorn; 
Gervase Hittle; Marian Johnson; Mary Jo Marcy; Ron Walker

Cheryl Whetham, Executive Director; and Liz Carlson Jones, Executive Assistant

Hill City Arts Council • PO Box 321 • 280 Main St., Ste. 13 • Hill City, SD 57745
605-574-2810 • info@hillcityarts.org • hillcityarts.org

The Hill City Area Arts Council is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
with Public Charity Status under IRS code 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). EIN: 46-7301390.
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Open Stage
With the 2016 closing of  our cozy, long-time 

venue—Chute Rooster—the Hill City Arts Council 
and High Country Guest Ranch partnered to produce 
an unforgettable season of  Open Stage, our winter 
music showcase. The new, spacious venue and buffet-
style meals encouraged record-setting audiences and 
numbers of  performers. 

Congratulations to Kim Plender, the recipient of  
the “Steve Thorpe Award” for the 2017 Open Stage 
season. Kim’s support of  live music in the area, her 
efforts to recruit musicians for Open Stage, and her 
participation in every show this season all combined 
to earn her this coveted top honor. 

Hill City Quilt Show
The Hill City Arts Council is excited to announce the addition of  the Hill City 

Quilt Show as our third major event in 2017. We have partnered with the Hill 
City Quilt Show Committee to offer the 18th year of  this popular celebration of  
fabric arts to our town. Join us September 9 & 10 for demonstrations, vendors, 
special events—and, of  course, more than 200 unique quilts. 

Purchase tickets in advance for the Saturday evening Bed-Turning Show & 
Supper; bring a special quilt with a story to share. Plus, join us Sunday afternoon 
for the premiere of  the SDPB documentary, Patchwork on the Prairie: Quilts of  
South Dakota. Visit the Hill City Arts Council’s website at hillcityarts.org, or call 
605.574.2810 for tickets, show information, and quilt entry forms.

News & Notes
HILL CITY ARTS COUNCIL



10  hillcityarts.org Sculpture In The Hills  11  

News & Notes

Scholarships & Grants
Through the combination of  an anonymous gift, the Jim Peterson Memorial 

Scholarship, and generous donations from audiences at Open Stage, the Arts 
Council exceeded its goals—and awarded five scholarships to college-bound 
students this year. Applicants are Hill City High School seniors who are enrolled 
at a community college or university and using art to help achieve their goals. 
The 2017 scholarship recipients are pictured below. Congratulations!

ABOVE, FROM LEFT: Cooper Timm, winner of the $500 Jim Peterson Memorial Scholarship. The other students 
received Hill City Arts Council Scholarships: Shawna Turner ($250); Kaia Brose ($500); Skylar Ross ($500); Amara 
Pennel ($250). At right: Cheryl Whetham, Hill City Arts Council Executive Director.

In addition to the scholarships, Arts Council donations provide grants to 
encourage creativity in local schools and organizations, as well as funding youth 
art educational programs at our other events. Past grants have been used to bring 
an artist-in-residence to the Boys and Girls Clubs of  the Black Hills and to help 
Hill City students attend summer band camps. 

The 2016 scholarship recipients were Madison Busetti, currently studying 
Media Arts at The Art Institute of  Colorado in Denver, and Courtney Welu, who 
is studying Theatre and English at the University of  Minnesota, Twin Cities.

UPCOMING & ONGOING FEATURES IN HILL CITY
“SMALL TOWN, BIG ART”

Don’t miss our other major events and offerings:

September 2017—Hill City Quilt Show, Main Street & the school gym.
January to March 2018—Open Stage, our winter showcase for regional 

musicians, at its new venue, High Country Guest Ranch. 
All year long—Hill City’s two prominent public art pieces, Iron Star by  

John Lopez and Patriarch by Peg Detmers.

Hill City’s Hill City’s   
Full Line Full Line   

Grocery StoreGrocery Store  

Local Products 

Firewood 

  Propane 

 ATM  

Ample parking  
for RVs/trailers 

Fresh Meat 
Produce ∙ Deli 
Liquor Store 

 

Lowest Possible Prices!  
Best Possible Service! 

 

Open 7 Days A Week 

531 E Main Street ∙ Hill City, SD 57745 531 E Main Street ∙ Hill City, SD 57745   
(605)574(605)574--2717 ∙ www.KrullsMarket.com2717 ∙ www.KrullsMarket.com 
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As a bronze 
sculptor, Jim uses clay 
as the base medium to 
bring the subjects he 
loves within reach of  
his audience. He relies 

on balance, proportion, and subtle 
movement to convey his love of  
nature and a message of  conservation.

Sculpting full time since 2010, 
Jim won the 2013 People’s Choice 
Award at Sculpture in the Hills and 
is represented at galleries in Maine 
and South Carolina. His pieces grace 
private collections across the country 
and abroad, including Benson Park in 
Loveland, Colorado. 

Glass artists Jared and Nicole live 
and work at the foot of  the West 
Elk Mountains in Western Colorado. 
Their twenty years of  combined 
experience have included a two-year 
apprenticeship with Swedish glass 
masters Jan-Erik Ritzman and Sven 
Åke Carlsson, training at the Kosta 
Boda Glass School in Sweden, and 
workshops at the Pratt Fine Art 
School in Seattle, Washington. Today, 
Jared and Nicole work out of  their 
own hot shop, North Rim Glass 
Studio. Their work can be found in 
many galleries and private collections 
around the world.

Jim Green
Hermosa, South Dakota

Jared & Nicole Davis
Crawford, Colorado

Anna describes herself  as a lifelong 
“rockaholic,” and brings that passion, 
along with her Native American and 
Celtic heritage, to her highly distinctive 
beadwork artistry. She has been 
beading since childhood, learning the 
art from her grandfather, who was 
a Native American of  the Blackfoot 
tribe. Using a single needle and tiny 
beads, she explores the characteristics 
and pushes the possibilities of  
basic stitch structures. Anna also 
discovered woodturning a few years 
ago, and captures space and light in an 
innovative, textural, three-dimensional 
form. alexanna.org

Anna Achtziger
Sundance, Wyoming

PARTICIPANTS
2017 Artist

In this tenth annual 
Sculpture in the Hills Show 
& Sale, the Hill City Arts 

Council again welcomes a diverse 
group of  artists—including old 
friends and new faces. Visitors 
will enjoy art made from a variety 
of  materials, art that expresses 
everything from function to deep 
philosophy to whimsy. 

The Council’s board of  
directors invites you to take your 
time to browse, explore each 
artist’s story—and to fall in love 
with the creativity for which 
this intimate show has become 
recognized. Go ahead. Become 
part of  the family, and take a 
piece or two home with you. We 
promise: you won’t regret it.

Sculpture In The Hills  13  
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2017 Artists

Raymond Huck 
was raised in Sturgis, 
South Dakota, in a 
family of  19 children. 
After spending four 
years in the US Air 

Force, he worked for 30 years as an 
Air Traffic Controller with the Federal 
Aviation Administration. He started 
working with wood to relieve stress—
and in the process found that working 
as an Air Traffic Controller sharpened 
his attention for detail and three-
dimensional thinking. Now retired, he 
can devote the time it takes to develop 
his woodworking technique.

A Nebraska native, Fritz moved 
to the Black Hills for inspiration. 
He believes in bringing old and new 
concepts together—giving life to a 
story through sculptures that evoke 
the basic elements, but also leave room 
for the viewer’s imagination.

Fritz’s passion for nature, 
anthropology, and history is apparent 
in his work and shapes his belief  
that art is a continuous layering of  
new ideas and methods. “Making a 
connection to the past allows you to 
understand the present, the same way 
an artist may emulate his predecessors 
to create something unique.”

Raymond Huck
Centennial, Colorado

Fritz Hoppe
Rapid City, South Dakota

Becky, a South 
Dakota native, creates 
her sculptures with 
tree bark, clay, and 
other materials found 
in nature. Her figures 

explore themes relating to humans and 
our experiences of  the world around 
us, as well as the many characteristics 
shared by trees and humans. She notes 
that both species have the ability to 
weep, naturally exfoliate their “skins,” 
fall prey to diseases, and put down 
roots or be uprooted. Her work has 
been included in public and private 
collections throughout the country.

Becky Grismer
Spearfish, South Dakota

A lifelong native of  Fort Pierre, 
Martin is a self-described “river rat” 
who grew up along the west bank of  
the Missouri, near the mouth of  the 
Bad River. The son of  a taxidermist 
and artist, Martin was raised in a 
culture that held the highest regard for 
the outdoors and its wildlife. 

His pursuit of  life as a sculpture 
artist began in 2015 when he received 
encouragement after completing 
several commissions. In his short 
career, Martin already has developed 
an innovative and original style. 
martinhallock.com

Martin Hallock
Fort Pierre, South Dakota

2017 Artists

Sculpture In The Hills  15  
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2017 Artists

James has been a 
professional bronze 
sculptor for the past 
27 years, and he holds 
a Master’s Degree in 
art education and an 

associate membership in the National 
Sculpture Society. His award-winning 
artwork can be seen in fine art galleries 
across the country, as well as in 
private and public collections across 
the United States and Europe. One 
significant commission can be seen 
in Vail, Colorado. James was awarded 
Best of  Show at the inaugural Sculpture 
in the Hills Show & Sale in 2008. 

A native of  Yankton, South Dakota, 
Scott started stone sculpting via the 
family business, Luken Memorials, 
Inc. He is largely self-taught, but also 
attended the Colorado Institute of  Art 
in Denver for commercial art. While 
trained in various art mediums, Scott 
gravitates toward sculpting dense, 
hard granite because it is difficult and 
unforgiving. Scott’s work can be found 
in private collections and several 
regional sculpture walks. Along with 
commissioned works, he also shows at 
several Midwest events.  
facebook.com/scottssculpture/ 

James G. Moore
Eaton, Colorado

Scott Luken
Yankton, South Dakota

Since 1976, Stuart, 
a self-taught metal 
sculptor, has made a 
living selling his work 
at juried art shows. 
Although he lives in 

Idaho, his roots are in South Dakota, 
where his father, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather all farmed. His art 
reflects his love of  the farm, Native 
Americans, and wildlife. He uses steel, 
copper, and brass, which reveal unique 
characteristics when combined with 
various techniques, such as relief, 
grinding, burnishing, and coloring, and 
even mixed-media.  

Stuart Hurd
Priest River, Idaho

For William, the natural world 
and its inhabitants are not only the 
subjects of  his wildlife art, but also 
his teachers. This one-on-one contact 
between artist and animal plays an 
essential part in his artistic process, 
making the spirit portrayed in his 
wildlife honest and believable. He 
hopes his artwork will touch viewers 
in a way that will remind them of  an 
event, feeling, or memory from nature. 
Thus, during the fast pace of  a hectic 
day, pleasure or relief  can be found in 
simply viewing this artistic reminder 
of  a shared experience. 

William Hugh Jennings
Buffalo, Wyoming

2017 Artists

Sculpture In The Hills  17  
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2017 Artists

Cast bronze 
provides a unique, 
contemporary 
avenue for Wayne’s 
abstracted human and 
animal figures. His 

signature style is characterized by long 
lines, sharp angles, smooth planes, 
and textured surfaces, finished with 
intricate patinas.

Wayne has worked professionally 
as a television art director, Army 
illustrator, graphic art designer, 
sculptor, and painter; he is a member 
of  the National Sculpture Society. His 
work is exhibited in galleries and in 
public and private collections.

Originally from Wisconsin, Andy 
moved to the Black Hills after 
realizing a spiritual connection with 
the area. He has sculpted in metal for 
the past 17 years, recently working 
and studying the artistic process with 
sculptor Dale Lamphere. His work 
can be described as contemporary, 
direct-metal sculpture, in which he 
forges and fabricates, simultaneously 
designing and building. Andy enjoys 
the challenge of  working with steel 
and stone, and often incorporates 
found objects to help depict a scene 
or convey emotional content that is 
sometimes light-hearted and playful.

Wayne Salge
Johnstown, Colorado

Andy Roltgen
Rapid City, South Dakota

Born in India, Raj 
thumbed his way to 
the United States as 
a teenager. He soon 
discovered a natural 
talent for landscape 

design, and won national awards in 
that field. A lover of  the outdoors 
and an avid sportsman, he traveled 
the globe, observing wildlife—
even specializing in the design and 
manufacture of  taxidermy forms for 
African and North American game 
animals. He now brings the same 
keen eye to his representational and 
impressionistic artwork. 

Raj Paul
Cypress, Texas

Steve’s first introduction to 
woodworking began in high school, 
when his family decided to restore a 
150-year-old log cabin. That project 
sparked an interest in woodworking 
that has continued to this day—
though it was interrupted for almost 
25 years as he and his wife pursued 
careers in academia. After leaving the 
academic world, he began remodeling 
and restoring homes as a remodeling 
contractor, but soon progressed to the 
art of  building quality furniture. This 
is a hobby that he truly enjoys.

Stephen Pratt
Rapid City, South Dakota

2017 Artists

Sculpture In The Hills  19  
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2017 Artists

Grant’s artistic 
work is inspired by his 
spiritual experiences 
and his heritage; 
Celtic and Native 
American themes are 

evident in many of  his pieces. Like 
these rich traditions, bronze has an 
ancient history—nearly unchanged for 
thousands of  years. “It has to do with 
what is ancient and what is modern,” 
he says. “Working with bronze is like 
stepping back in time, both with my 
hands and with my place in the world. 
I feel that through bronze I can look 
back, in order to go forward.”

When Travis was only 10 years old, 
his dad showed him the basics of  
welding. Since then, Travis has been 
working with metal arts for more than 
20 years. Spurred by his interest in 
how things work mechanically, Travis, 
with the help of  his wife and kids, 
operated his own repair business. 
Then, work in the construction 
industry exposed him to different 
parts of  the country, and Travis was 
moved to see—and make—more. His 
wife, family, and friends have helped 
him incorporate his artistic expression 
into his life. “I love to have an idea 
and then see where it goes,” he says.

Grant Standard
Hill City, South Dakota

Travis Sorenson
Belle Fourche, South Dakota

Largely self-taught, 
Jeff  has actively 
pursued his art career 
for the last 20 years. 
His work incorporates 
both classical 

European art and Native influences—
but Jeff ’s primary focus is to allow the 
beauty of  the stone to speak for itself.

Jeff  has received many awards 
through his regular participation in 
annual sculpture shows, and has been 
featured in galleries in Montana, 
Wyoming, California, and Maryland—
as well as in museums in Big Horn, 
Wyoming, and Great Falls, Montana.

Jeff Schaezle
Billings, Montana

Sculpture has been a constant in 
Hunter’s life for as long as he can 
remember. Originally from Williston, 
North Dakota, the artist’s path has 
taken him to his current outpost in 
the sculpture graduate program at the 
University of  South Dakota. 

Hunter brings a formalist mentality 
to his figurative work, imbuing the 
forms with movement and pensive 
energy. “Manneristic exaggeration has 
been an important focal point in the 
development of  this work,” he says. 
“Proportion and anatomy are in flux.”

Hunter Smith
Vermillion, South Dakota

2017 Artists

Sculpture In The Hills  21  
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2017 Artists

Although Eric 
creates functional art 
that can be present in 
daily life, he sees art 
as a major influence 
that spurs growth 

and exposes him to views beyond his 
existing boundaries. It shows him that 
those boundaries are only imagined.  
“In my pieces, I strive to reflect the 
deeper identity of  the materials. I 
have been working with wood for 
more than 30 years, and also work 
with leather, stone, metal, and other 
materials.” Eric has found that his art 
becomes a reflection of  himself.

Eric Sutton
Piedmont, South Dakota

Mary has done clay sculpture and 
some woodcarving, but finds stone to 
be the most satisfying material, both 
for the carving process and the final 
sculpture.  She likes the directness 
of  carving and finds great joy in 
following the forms she is carving 
with the hammer and chisels.

“I enjoy the process, the puzzle 
of  finding a form that fits within a 
given piece of  rough stone,” she says. 
“Sometimes a stone may have its own 
inner form and suggest an idea for 
itself. Part of  the joy of  stone is an 
interaction with it, paying attention to 
what it has to tell me.”

Mary Tanner
Hershey, Nebraska

Love, hope, success, 
family, security.

1101019.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

There’s nobody like me to protect the things we 
all value.  
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Some things we all have in common.

Steve S Engelbrecht, Agent
8 W Mount Rushmore Road
Custer, SD  57730
Bus: 605-673-4141
steve.engelbrecht.do8a@statefarm.com
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When an industrial 
worker steps out of  his 
wheelhouse, he’s usually 

motivated. Sure, a quiet, creative voice 
might have whispered to him now and 
again—maybe his eye noticed a shape 
here or there that reminded him of  
a wave or the moon—but generally 
speaking, people who make practical 
things make practical things.

However, Travis Sorenson won the 
People’s Choice award at the 2016 
Sculpture in the Hills (SITH) show 
not because he’s an expert at fixing 
truck beds, trailers, small engines, or 
hydraulic chutes. It’s not because he 
grew up in the “electric world”—
where he built powerline substations. 
It’s not because he’s always “put 
together tables and shelves.”

No, Travis stepped out of  his 
wheelhouse and won the People’s 
Choice award because his beloved 
wife, Shawn, had been diagnosed with 
breast cancer.

“He sees absolutely everything, all 
the time,” Shawn says. “He’s out there 
observing, figuring out how things 
work, how they’re made.” 

This built-in skill made it especially 
easy for Travis to use his tools and 

his hands to make non-functional 
things—but not until his emotions  
got bigger than he could express. 

“I’ve realized that people are more 
important than anything,” Travis  
says. “I want to help more, to do 
more, and now when I look at a  
piece of  metal, I think of  what I can 
make with it.” After Shawn’s life was 
on the line, Travis shifted out of  being 
“just functional.”

FAILED TRAVIS
By Kristin Donnan | Photography by Winston Barclay

When Words

LEFT: “His artistic expression was coming from his 
feelings for me,” Shawn says of the first moment she 
saw Travis’s first dragonfly. “It was the first time he’d 
made something that had form and not just function. 
I watched the piece develop, and it was as much a 
process as my treatment was.”

ABOVE: Travis’s favorite materials: pipe, chains, nuts, 
bolts, washers, wire, hot-rolled round rod, horseshoe 
nails, chrome ball bearings, and metal punch plugs.
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2016 People’s Choice

of  a Native chief  wearing a headdress, 
which took the People’s Choice prize 
last year. Eleven Feathers has four 
small dragonflies hidden within the 
sculpture, visible when one looks into 
the mouth of  the figure. 

Travis’s work began selling online 
and in a few Black Hills locations, and 
what started out as a “distraction” 
from real-life concerns has become 
his main focus. Plus, now this very 
practical man has become a hoarder. 
Instead of  salvaging copper, steel, 
stainless steel, and aluminum for 
recycling, he keeps everything for his 
art. And he looks around his repair 
shop with a new perspective; now 
he sees eyes and legs and cattails in 
the more than 25 years’ worth of  
hardware. “I’ve also been messing 
around with a kiln, and I’m now 
pouring scrap into ingots that I can 
incorporate into something,” he says, 
with a sparkle…“eventually.” 

Artwork is still kind of  a new thing 
for Travis—2017 will be his second 
SITH show and only his fourth year 
showing art at all; he just won Best in 
Show at the Sioux Falls SculptureWalk. 
He just can’t get enough of  it. “I’ve 
started taking pictures, too,” he says. 
Either way, he doesn’t have to talk 
much about it. He just has to keep 
making things. Meanwhile, Shawn 
looks on, happy with the new husband 
she ended up with. 

Giving Back
Travis takes his causes seriously. As 
Shawn’s health improved, he decided 
to donate a life-sized guitar sculpture 
to Big & Rich, hoping it would 
become a fundraiser for local disabled 
veterans. “On a whim,” Travis built 

first and asked questions later. He 
showed the piece, which is “full of  
antique sprockets, gears, vet pins, and 
other relevant objects,” to the country 
duo backstage before a concert. 

“We got meet-and-greet passes to 
a show,” Travis says. “I brought the 
guitar, and when we were shaking their 
hands, I said, ‘I’d like to do something 
to raise money for our vets.’ Big 
Kenny said, ‘We’re in.’” The guitar 
is on display at Deadwood Gulch, 
where anyone can add donations. 
More formal plans for the fundraising 
process are in the works.

The Big & Rich veteran-fundraiser guitar includes: a set 
of horns on the bridge to celebrate John Rich’s cowboy 
culture; a top hat for Big Kenny; an eagle and a flag to 
celebrate freedom; and local items, such as a Crazy 
Horse Memorial pendant. Big Kenny is known to say, 
“love everybody,” so Travis welded that saying across 
the guitar’s back. Photo courtesy of the Artist.

Metamorphosis 
In various traditions, the dragonfly 

is associated with transformation. 
After eggs are laid in the summertime, 
nymphs hatch and live underwater 
for months or even years—and 
then emerge onto land as young 
dragonflies. Because of  both their 
ability to live in diverse environments 
and their quickly changing flight 
patterns, the creatures are considered 
to be extremely adaptable and flexible, 
and people are inspired to change 
stagnant parts of  their lives when 
dragonflies appear.

Travis didn’t undertake a formal 
analysis of  the dragonfly before 
choosing one as his first artistic 
project. He knew that they had 
something to do with “regeneration,” 
and he went with that. Unlike most 
artists, who “start small,” Travis 
is used to working on large-scale 
projects. He fixes cars. He’s climbed 
on powerlines. So the regenerative 

dragonfly he envisioned was five feet 
tall. He called it Links of  Life.

Travis used what he had handy. 
Gears, stray parts, horseshoe nails, 
washers, bike chain. And it worked. 
Travis was able to live through his 
wife’s illness by finding a new creative 
streak within himself. And in the 
process, he changed the course of  his 
own life. “Now I still fix things in my 
repair shop, but about ninety percent 
of  what I do is art,” he says. Basically, 
a conversation about life redefined 
“function” in the Sorenson household.

The dragonfly was placed in 
Regional Health’s John T. Vucurevich 
Cancer Care Institute as an inspiration 
for people undergoing treatments 
there—but as time went on, Travis 
made more and more dragonflies. 
Small, medium, and large. He also 
branched out on subject matter—
including knives, bells made from 
CO2 bottles, horse heads, buffalo 
skulls, fish, and Eleven Feathers, the 
450-pound recycled-metal rendition 

Eleven Feathers, the sculpture that 
won first place in People’s Choice 
at the 2016 Sculpture in the Hills 
Show & Sale. The win provided 
an important boost in Travis’s 
professional art career. Photo 
courtesy of the Artist.

2016 People’s Choice
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Everything Prehistoric 

Stage Stop Leather and Gifts 

The Farmer’s Daughter 

Things That Rock 

Twisted Pine 

 

Bloom     Dakota Nature & Art      
Granite Sports      The Handbag Store 
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DALE LAMPHERE STUFF

DIGNITY
FROM CONCEPT TO INSTALLATION

PRESENTED BY DALE LAMPHERE

FREE PUBLIC RECEPTION 
& PRESENTATION
SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 2017
7:00-8:30 PM

WARRIOR'S WORK GALLERY
MAIN STREET, HILL CITY
FOR INFORMATION 605-574-4954

SPONSORED BY:
WARRIOR'S WORK GALLERY
PRAIRIE BERRY WINERY


