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oil on canvas, 27 x 23"
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Kobayashi creates a sense of mood and mystery

with his expressive figurative paintings.

M
ilt Kobayashi hopes

that collectors who

visit his new

exhibition at the Morris &

Whiteside Gallery will be able

to recognize a new palette and

heightened sense of drama in

his figurative paintings.

“I want them to get an

expansion of understanding of

my people, the people I paint”

says Kobayashi. “Placing them

in quieter dramas, bringing in

a more graphic interpretation

of reality, a more ‘noir’ mood.”

Kobayashi has created

this new mood by utilizing a

different palette than found in

some of his past work.

“I’ve been expressing a

broader palette over the past

four years, and now I’d like to

rein that palette into a narrower

spectrum of muted tones. I

miss those subtler passages.”

Collectors may be in for a

surprise as well as far as 

subject matter with this 

current exhibition.

“There may be a slight

departure from my other work

because I will be adding one

or more themes IF I decide to

do some larger pieces,” says

Kobayashi. “they would
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In The Wisteria Garden:
The Secret, oil on canvas,
27 x 23"

involve Central Park scenes

and pool room scenes, and I

feel that they can be better

executed in a larger format.”

These new themes are

more a desire to return to

where he started rather than a

transformation of his career,

however.

“I’m going through a dif-

ferent stage of my evolution,”

says Kobayashi. “But, I’m also

diversifying to themes that

I’ve missed since my earlier

days when I was showing in

New York City. Coming to

New York City was a major

turning point for me, but I

never mixed with the down-

town crowd. I kept to

myself.”

Kobayashi feels that his

longtime collectors are drawn

to his work because of the

hints of narrative he provides

in the figurative paintings as

well as his desire to relate with

the people he depicts on the

canvas.

“What has been drawing

people to the work is that

mystery of mood, and the 

stories I almost tell,” says

Kobayashi. “Also, they are

drawn by the feeling of 

The Red Screen, 
oil on canvas, 25 x 25"
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Cat Eyes, 
oil on canvas, 8 x 8"

Coney Island Barker, 
oil on canvas, 8 x 8"
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For a  direc t  l ink to  the  
exhibi t ing  ga l l er y go  to  

www.americanar tcol lector.com�
Quiet Conversation, oil on canvas, 18 x 18"

familiarity they have with my

people and their situations.”

As an artist, Kobayashi is

determined to keep a low pro-

file and to have his work,

above anything else, speak for

him.

“We put on many faces

when we communicate,” says

Kobayashi. “I am a different

person with different people,

but I am only really myself,

the person I was born to be,

when I paint. Everything else

is artifice.”

Kobayashi, a third-gener-

ation Japanese-American, was

born in New York City and

received his degree from

UCLA in 1970. After work-

ing as a commercial artist,

Kobayashi says he turned to

fine art after seeing

Velazquez’s portrait of Juan de

Paraja at the Metropolitan

Museum of Art in New York

City..

Price Range Indicator
This at-a-glance Price Range Indicator shows what you

can expect to pay for this artist’s work.

Small Medium Large
2005 $2,200-$5,200 $7,800-$13,800 $28,000-$30,000

The Gallery Says . . .
“The fresh, bold and confident brushwork

of Milt Kobayashi’s distinctive figures not

only sets his paintings apart in style and

technique but also provide a unique

expression of mood and mystery.”

— J. Ben Whiteside
Dancers, oil on canvas, 26 x 24"
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