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Cheri Christensen’s penchant for 
animals continues to inspire her 
painting. In her latest body of work 

on exhibit at McLarry Fine Art, which features 
her well-known domestic animals, she has 
expanded her scope to include some wildlife. 

Christensen expands on this new subject 
in the portraiture titled Thumper in which she 
juxtaposes strong midday light with shadows 
and sharp and lost edges. She happened upon 
the ideal model while visiting Whidbey Island 
in Washington state.

“He was just there for a moment and I was 
photographing from a ways but I had a really 
good lens,” she recalls. “I enjoyed doing that 
one because it’s a little different. I had a lot of 
fun with it.”

Lately, Christensen has been experimenting 
with new ways of applying paint, playing 
with texture and tools, in addition to trying 
different light sources. Thumper embodies 
these explorations.

“It pushed me to try different things. I used 

palette knife up front to portray the grass and 
then it gets softer as you go back into it. If you 
look behind the head all of it is much softer and 
closer in values,” says Christensen. “As much 
as I try to get early morning or late afternoon 
light, there’s something about the scene I like in 
Thumper. I really like where he ended up.” 

This grouping is evident of Christensen’s 
progress in conveying less is more. She weaves 
the elements of light, color, texture, and value 
through each painting while allowing the 
viewer to recognize her hand. Wooly Bully, 
while evoking a different mood than Thumper, 
is at its core a painting of contrasts between 
complementary colors—red and green, blue 
and orange.

“My job is to take something with lots 
going on and to convey the essence to the 
viewer,” says Christensen. “I’m simplifying 
the composition and bringing it down to large 
shapes, yet played in different ways.”

This renewed confidence may be attributed to 
Christensen starting yoga and meditating, which 

she admits has translated into her being more 
efficient in both her private life and her painting.

“It’s teaching me to be in the moment, and 
I’m trying to do that when I paint. I’m hoping that 
connectedness to the animal that I feel comes out 
in the work,” she says, adding, “I’m hoping what 
comes through is the spirit of the animal in the 
painting and perhaps a sense of calmness.”  

Animal farm
Cheri Christensen

Upcoming Show

Up to 25 works
Sept. 24-Oct. 3, 2010

McLarry Fine Art 
225 Canyon Road 
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505) 988-1161 
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Don Quixote, oil on board, 12 x 12" Thumper, oil on board, 12 x 12"

Price Range Indicator
Our at-a-glance Price Range Indicator 
shows what you can expect to pay for 
this artist’s work.

 Small Medium Large
1996 $900 $2,000 $7,000

2004 $1,400 $3,600 $10,000

2010 $2,000 $5,200 $15,900
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The Collectors Say . . .
“We love Cheri’s bold 
strokes, warm colors 
and back lighting. She 
is truly able to create 
an atmosphere and 
tone for each animal 
she depicts. We thought 
she had spent a lifetime 
mastering her work, 
only to meet her and 
find out she was a 
wonderfully young and 
energetic artist.”

— Mike and Betsie Smith, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Wooly Bully, oil on board, 40 x 60”

Golden Boy, oil on board, 18 x 24"


