Scuttlebutt.com Calleri

(\\V\x'w,FtedCa“er'\.com) had no idea he was destined t0

become an oil paintet, but he strongly suspects that it was

fate: “1 think 1 was only waiting for the window to open for me ©
ake that leap.”

The 45-year old artist attend ed the Maryland Institut® College
of Art, graduating in 1993 with 2 major in graphic Jesign and illus-
tration. After college, the Calleri took 2 jobasa graphic designer for
2 magazine- Although he was noW working a regular 9.10-5 job, he
mal ained ¢ 1d habit of painting 2t night.

1n art scl hool, Calleri pressed no interest in painting in oil,
preferring © use quick drying ic with pen and ink for s il
trations. 10 2001, howeveh ame sefi y '\merested in the
medium. That summer, e sold his hou _de the decision ©
cransfer o A for a variety of persona\ {

He wanted to be € er to b i son (who liv

the gallery scene in Sant? C o. He knew the city, in
terms of art sales, was wgerong and presis spot in the country,”
and he was de[em\'med 1o launch his career as an 2 rist there.

“When 1 was ack East, 1 would go © Bames and Noble to buy
At of the West Southwest ATt and American Art Collector,” he say 1
could see thata Lot of the artis e were represemed (in the
West). 1 figured that was the market | needed to ty ©© 2P into.”

When he arrived in Sant@ Fe, Calleri was dismayed t© find he
felt rorally out of place. So he embarked on 2 ,~pur~ot4_\1&~momcnt
road trip tO find a mor itable place t©© live.

« drove from Albuquerque © Utah to Colorado and back

»

down to Arizond he remembers. «1 did not fi d one
felt was eptable sO 1 drove wes heading towar

Calleri eventually ran into Flagstaff, 2 small city located near
the highest point of Arizona- Right awa he knew that he had
found the perfect place: “Sure enough, When ] got into tOWRt 1 was

»

probably he [minutes when 1 knew thi it
In Flagstaff, Calleri moved 02 cabin in the woods outside of
town where he lived simply and Was inspired by the natural beauty
of the place- He gota job in town 8 a graphic designer, but intend-
od to leave it when the time W right. Every day, be pa'm[ed when
he came home at lunch and at night- He stayed focused on hi
career, diligently pract'\ccd his technique and started to 5¢€ results
«When 1 moved here, 1w year—o\d man with & few
thousand Jollars in mY pocket going, ‘Alright, it all on me,” he
recalls. “The fear factor was high. It was chrilling, invigorati
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exciting and scary, but it made me work harder than 1 ever had to
work before My work ethic, which was good anyways went into
overdrive. 1 was 100 percent committed tO U ing, and it made
me stronget and \\ardepwmkin at my craft”

After years of exper'\memm\ox it was only a matter of time

efore he reached akehrough. ‘1 Jecided to distort an
jmage one day, a pa Singer Satgent,"i\\e olains. ‘1
cook his portraits € - neck and spread the eyes out while
trying to COPY the mas Jes and the soft and

hard edges- 1 was using his theory on ™y S gle.”
The new WOt caught interest ;mmediately, and friends con”
vinced Calleri t0 show aintings to art Jealers. In 2007, he got
into a gallery it Scottsdale, and by 2008, he was (eprescnted by five
Eisenhauer Gallery in Marthas V ineyard,
Washingtons Willow Gallery in
ar in Park City Utah.

«By 2008, 1 was pinching mYs an’t be happen”
ing sO fast. 1t w nly one year ¢
jobto make art fully every day,” be recalls.

While Calleris is

e hope: v to have his work ac pred

ve style is quite popular with ¢

Painters O America Western Regional hibition-

“Pm way better as 2 painter now, he “Now 1 think 1 can
g0 back and attack mOr nd be considered
because of what 1 know about paint, position, about light
and what 1 se¢ working in paintings that are successful. To be hon-

est, its something 1d like 0 challenge myself wi In the mean-
time, don’t get e wrong. 1ts torally fun ©© create some Wa cky L
on the beach with goggles On- You have no idea how many e-mails 1

get about how my paintings make people feel good. 1 |ove to paint:
P'm gifted. I'm blessed.” AC

AnrtScuttlebutt.com is the online community for Art Calendar and
ArtCalendar.com- Antists are invited to create & profile and post an online
gallery free of charge, participate in the discussion forum and take advan
tage of the other services at the site-

The Master’s Model bY Fred Calleri- il on can' 0" x 24"
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