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As all of you know, we at Oprelle are poetry lovers. We hold poetry contests
throughout the year, create and publish numerous anthologies and feature poets on our
website frequently, but some of you may not know about another genre of writing that
we hold close to our hearts- children's literature.   

We are so excited to share that Oprelle Publications is about to launch an innovative
children’s reading program called 'Big Hats'. 'Big Hats' will be highlighting new
children’s books that cater to young minds with extra large imaginations. Books
approved by 'Big Hats' will be part of an elementary school reading program that
encourages the strengthening of young minds with emotion, curiosity, and physical
activity. 

'Big Hats' is sure to create lots and lots of interest in book reading, starting with A
“Show Us Your Best Book Face” Contest to launch in the Summer of 2022. To enter,
contestants must take a picture best showing how they feel while reading and holding a
copy of our first 'Big Hats' featured book, Evan Penguinski: The Worst Wisher Ever
(available through Barnes & Noble). Prize for the most popular Instagram post will be
$1,000! So start practicing those faces now!
 
If interested in submitting a finished Children’s Book to our 'Big Hats' Program, please
contact Karen at Kare@ Oprelle.com or Brooke at brookesuddethpub@gmail.com.

 

Michaela Achelis is a human being beautifully and awfully trapped in life (placed in
Slovakia), who has always found art a necessary part of life because it enables her to
express and understand. She is a language teacher who studied German Language and
Literature and Visual Arts and has always been passionately interested in art, language,
philosophy and psychology. She has discovered poetry as her way of exploring life,
expressing herself and being in the world. Michaela is the first place winner of our "Into
Pieces" poetry contest, with the her full poem, "Black milk", available on our website.

CELEBRATING OUR POETS



FEATURED WRITER: S. ERIN BATISTE
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Meet S. Erin Batiste. S. Erin Batiste is an interdisciplinary poet and author of the
chapbook, Glory to All Fleeting Things. She is a 2022 Tin House Debut 40 Writer
in Residence and SWWIM Writer in Residence. 

Additionally, she has received fellowships and generous support from PERIPLUS,
Bread Loaf Writers' Conference, Rona Jaffe Foundation, Poets & Writers +Reese’s
Book Club’s The Readership, Barbara Deming Memorial Fund, Assets for Artists
+MASS MoCA, Crosstown Arts, Cave Canem, and Callaloo. 

Batiste is a reader for The Rumpus and her own Pushcart, Best New Poets, and Best
of the Net nominated work has exhibited in New York, and is anthologized and
appears internationally in Magma, Michigan Quarterly Review, and wildness among
other decorated journals.

S. Erin Batiste is one of our elite, 2021 Poetry Masters. Her winning poem, "Glory
to All Fleeting Things" deeply moved us, as she expresses gratitudes she felt amidst
both joyful experiences and the hardest challenges of her life. In her own words,
here is the inspiration behind this extraordinary poem:

"I wrote this poem when I was in a really dark moment in my life. It was nearing the
holidays and much of my family is gone and so my aloneness was intensified.
Sadly, I was also in a bad writing workshop at that time, and one of the other poets
spitefully recommended that I read The Catalog of Unabashed Gratitude by Ross
Gay solely based on its title. The title did captivate me, so I did, and it was one of
the most deeply sad collections I've ever read, however, it was not just sadness but a
speaker desperately trying to find something else amidst overwhelming grief and
loss to stay in the world. And so, I began my own "catalog," I walked around with a
paper trying to find some of that same light. It was hard and it took weeks but I
remember laying in my bed one night thinking, "well at least my house is not on
fire," because I have lived in two that were, and were lost. I literally wrote that
down and the poem started to take hold and from there I recorded many joys and
sadnesses and instances that I was glad that I experienced or that I was grateful were
over."

Here are some of our favorite quotes by her:

“Glory to the moon and its cycles which remind me that nothing, not even my
sadness can last.”

"Glory that twins and suicides skipped my fragile genes."
Glory to All Fleeting Things

“Fashion me a soft name filled/ with long syllables—one that/
  translates into a constellation,”

Future Dated Eulogy for the Carefree

This book is for every soul that has traveled to the depths of despair and back again.
Somehow you were able to find the strength to move on, and you continue to find
that strength. Our poets have shared their hearts with others so that they know they
are not alone. May their words help you to get a little stronger with each passing
breath.

Available now at oprelle.com for $15.

FEATURED BOOK: RISE UP POETRY ANTHOLOGY
BY OPRELLE PUBLICATIONS


