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We are so incredibly proud of our 2021 Poetry Masters, as they continue to impress
and achieve, following last year's publication of our Poetry Masters Anthology.
Touched by their greatness, we feel both humbled and honored to share their most
recent accomplishments. 

Dean Gessie is an author and poet who has won dozens of international awards and
prizes. Among other honors, Dean was included in The 64 Best Poets of 2018 and
2019 by Black Mountain Press in North Carolina. He also won the Aesthetica
Creative Writing Award in England, the Allingham Arts Festival Poetry
Competition in Ireland, among others. One of his more recent short stories, HEAD
SMASHED IN BUFFALO JUMP, part of his Anthropocene collection, was the
runner-up winner of the Tom-Gallon Trust Award, presented by The Society of
Authors in the U.K.

Gessie’s poetry is “Genius with a pocketful of broken fetters.” Tongo Eisen-
Martin, winner of an American Book Award, a California Book Award and
shortlisted for the Griffin International Poetry Prize. 

Gessie is “one of the finest short story writers in the world.” Henry Stanton,
Founding and Managing Editor, the Raw Art Review, Publisher, Uncollected Press,
Maryland. 

S. Erin Batiste, our previous featured writer, has completely blown us away with
another astounding success. She has recently been announced as a 2022 PEN
Emerging Voices Fellow, with her mentor being the award-winning and Pulitzer
Prize finalist, Evie Shockley. This is the first all femme-cohort in the 26-year
history of the program and also according to PEN, "the largest applicant pool ever."
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 
 
 

"you
put this feather in my

           palm. my fingers
close around flight."

 
 

- Evie Shockley
"Shall Become As"

The Oprelle Team has been working hard, and eagerly, to bring
our new and ambitious ideas to reality. We've always dreamed of
not only offering a platform for recognition for our writers, but
also a place where they can thrive and publish. While still
dedicating a portion of our time to poetry, we are also opening the
door for fiction and nonfiction pieces, as some of you know. We
strive to cultivate and encourage our writers, so in addition to
accepting submissions, we are going to be offering writing and
editing services and will be hosting a few book contests of
differing themes, similar to the poetry contests you are familiar
with, annually. Our website is also currently under construction
(sneak peek on page 1), in hopes to produce a more accessible
network where you'll be able to easily find additional information
on our new, upcoming programs. We hope your summer of 2022
has also been a time of tremendous growth and prosperity!

MATTER IIVOLUME 1 OUT NOW!

We are so pleased to hear of such great news from our 2021 Poetry Masters
and are excited to experience and celebrate the future successes of our 2022
Poetry Masters:  Ojo Taiye (1st Place), Ed McMannis (2nd Place),  Michaela
Achelis (3rd place), Diane Redleaf (4th place) , Melissa Goodwin (5th Place),
Marge Barrett and Stuart Chape (Honorable Mentions). Congratulations to
these wonderful poetry masters,  and we can't wait to share their collections
with you.

FEATURED WRITER: OJO TAIYE
We are thrilled to introduce our 2022 Poetry Masters 1st Place Winner, Ojo
Taiye! Ojo is a Nigerian eco-artist and writer who uses poetry as a handy tool
to hide his frustration with society. Taiye’s most recent work is largely
concerned with the effects of climate change, homelessness, migration,
drought and famine, as well as a range of transversal issues ranging from
racism, black identity and mental health. 

Ojo has touched our hearts numerous times over the years, in past contests,
and we're so happy to give him the recognition he undoubtedly deserves.
Here are some of our favorite lines from his soon to be published collection:
  
"hollow space where my body is dead &/ alive. & thus, I know what survival
does to/ a body that's been primed for disappearance." - Ode To The Rising
Sun

Please feel free to share your writing accomplishments with us by email at
oprellepub@gmail.com. We love to hear from you and share the wonderful
achievements of our exceptional community of writers.


