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Introduction
Gina Grippo-Martinez is a Wealth Advisor at 
ALINE Wealth, a wealth management firm 
based out of New York. With over 30 years 
of experience in the financial industry, she 
has developed an impressive track record 

working with companies JP Morgan, Kellogg, 
and others of similar size and status. In her 
role as a Wealth Advisor, Gina focuses on 
Institutional Equities Research, Sales, & 

Trading, giving guidance to her clients on 
their business development and overall 

profit maximization based on their financial 
needs and goals.

GINA GRIPPO-MARTINEZ
WEALTH ADVISOR



Credit Cards vs 
Debit Cards

Credit Cards
Spending with money to be paid later.

Understanding interest rates.

LOC or Line of Credit is extended in 
cash to a cardholder. 

- Can’t exceed LOC.

What are the costs and benefits associated with debit and credit cards?

Debit Cards
Spending with money held 
elsewhere.

Deducts money directly from a 
checking account .

No debt accumulated.

Easy access to money. 
 



Credit Score
Tells the lender your credibility and creditworthiness.

- Important for mortgages, loans, etc.

Accounts for payment history, how much is currently owed, credit history 
length, types of accounts, recent credit activity



Why is 
credit 

important?

It is a reflection of how you’ve handled your 
financial responsibilities in the past.  

With good credit (650+), you can

⊙ Obtain services much more easily 

⊙ Pay for unexpected emergencies with credit

⊙ Save money by lowering interest rates

⊙ Opportunities to open businesses, purchase cars or even homes

⊙ Lower insurance rates



How to build 
your credit

Establishing Credit Starts Young! 
(Things you can do right now) 

⊙ Open your first credit card account 
⊙ Diligently pay off debt 
⊙ Apply for Auto-loans
⊙ Authorized user on your parents credit 

card.



Borrowing 
Money - Federal Reserve

- Competitive Interest Rates

- Value of Money

- Short Term vs. Long Term Implications



Avoiding/
managing 

debt 

⊙ Can’t afford it → don’t buy it  
⊙ Limit the number of cards 
⊙ Fallback emergency fund  
⊙ Have a budget 
⊙ Try to limit cash advances 
⊙ Focus on your needs 



Taxes Understand what % of any salary you 
will take home.

Tax Brackets

Federal Income Tax

State Income Tax

Social Security Tax

$12/hour before tax
- Assume 30% to taxes

$9/hour after tax

Tax Day - April 15

All individual income returns must 
be sent to the government.



College 
Savings

And
Retirement 

Savings

Begin Long Term savings

- Put away a % of each paycheck
- Make investment return goals (R.O.I.)
- Calculate how long you need to earn for.
- Expand income streams



Day 3 
Activity

⊙ https://exoduslending.org/game/

⊙ Find out how much you know 
about credit score and learn what 
can impact your credit score

https://exoduslending.org/game/



