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CHAPTER 1

PROLOGUE
1 There once was a man named Job who lived in the land of  Uz. 

He was blameless—a man of  complete integrity. He feared God 

and stayed away from evil. 2 He had seven sons and three 

daughters. 3 He owned 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 teams of 

oxen, and 500 female donkeys. He also had many servants. He 

was, in fact, the richest person in that entire area. 4 Job’s sons 

would take turns preparing feasts in their homes, and they would 

also invite their three sisters to celebrate with them. 5 When these 

celebrations ended—sometimes after several days—Job would 

purify his children. He would get up early in the morning and 

offer a burnt offering for each of  them. For Job said to himself, 

“Perhaps my children have sinned and have cursed God in their 

hearts.” This was Job’s regular practice.
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his property. You have made him prosper in 

everything he does. Look how rich he is! 11 But reach 

out and take away everything he has, and he will 

surely curse you to your face!” 12 “All right, you may 

test him,” the Lord said to Satan. “Do whatever you 

want with everything he possesses, but don’t harm 

him physically.” So Satan left the Lord’s presence. 
13 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were 

feasting at the oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger 

arrived at Job’s home with this news: “Your oxen 

were plowing, with the donkeys feeding beside them, 
15 when the Sabeans raided us. They stole all the 

animals and killed all the farmhands. I am the only 

one who escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still 

speaking, another messenger arrived with this news: 

“The fire of  God has fallen from heaven and burned 

up your sheep and all the shepherds. I am the only 

one who escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was still 

speaking, a third messenger arrived with this news: 

“Three bands of  Chaldean raiders have stolen your 

camels and killed your servants. I am the only one 

who escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still 

speaking, another messenger arrived with this news: 

“Your sons and daughters were feasting in their 

oldest brother’s home. 19 Suddenly, a powerful wind 

swept in from the wilderness and hit the house on 

JOB’S FIRST TEST
6 One day the members of  the heavenly court came 

to present themselves before the Lord, and the 

Accuser, Satan, came with them. 7 “Where have you 

come from?” the Lord asked Satan. Satan answered 

the Lord, “I have been patrolling the earth, watching 

everything that’s going on.” 8 Then the Lord asked 

Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the 

finest man in all the earth. He is blameless—a man 

of  complete integrity. He fears God and stays away 

from evil.” 9 Satan replied to the Lord, “Yes, but Job 

has good reason to fear God. 10 You have always put 

a wall of  protection around him and his home and 

all sides. The house collapsed, and all your children 

are dead. I am the only one who escaped to tell 

you.” 20 Job stood up and tore his robe in grief. 

Then he shaved his head and fell to the ground to 

worship. 21 He said,

“I came naked from my mother’s womb,

and I will be naked when I leave.

The Lord gave me what I had,

and the Lord has taken it away.

Praise the name of  the Lord!”

22 In all of  this, Job did not sin by blaming God.
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ELIPHAZ’S RESPONSE CONTINUES

“Cry for help, but will anyone answer you?

Which of  the angels will help you?

Surely resentment destroys the fool,

and jealousy kills the simple.

I have seen that fools may be successful for the 

moment, but then comes sudden disaster.

Their children are abandoned far from help;

they are crushed in court with no one to defend them.

The hungry devour their harvest,

even when it is guarded by brambles.

The thirsty pant after their wealth.

But evil does not spring from the soil,

and trouble does not sprout from the earth.

People are born for trouble
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as readily as sparks fly up from a fire.

If  I were you, I would go to God

and present my case to him.

He does great things too marvelous to understand.

He performs countless miracles.

He gives rain for the earth

and water for the fields.

He gives prosperity to the poor

and protects those who suffer.

He frustrates the plans of  schemers

so the work of  their hands will not succeed.

He traps the wise in their own cleverness

so their cunning schemes are thwarted.

They find it is dark in the daytime,

and they grope at noon as if  it were night.
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He rescues the poor from the cutting words of  the 

strong, and rescues them 

from the clutches of  the powerful.

And so at last the poor have hope,

and the snapping jaws of  the wicked are shut.

But consider the joy of  those corrected by God!

Do not despise the discipline of  the 

Almighty when you sin.

For though he wounds, he also bandages.

He strikes, but his hands also heal.

From six disasters he will rescue you;

even in the seventh, he will keep you from evil.

He will save you from death in time of  famine,

from the power of  the sword in time of  war.

You will be safe from slander
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and have no fear when destruction comes.

You will laugh at destruction and famine;

wild animals will not terrify you.

You will be at peace with the stones of  the field,

and its wild animals will be at peace with you.

You will know that your home is safe.

When you survey your possessions, 

nothing will be missing.

You will have many children;

your descendants will be as plentiful as grass!

You will go to the grave at a ripe old age,

like a sheaf  of  grain harvested at the proper time!

We have studied life and found all this to be true.

Listen to my counsel, 

and apply it to yourself.”
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JOB’S SECOND SPEECH: A RESPONSE TO ELIPHAZ
1 Then Job spoke again:

“If  my misery could be weighed

and my troubles be put on the scales,

they would outweigh all the sands of  the sea.

That is why I spoke impulsively.

For the Almighty has struck me down with his arrows.

Their poison infects my spirit.

God’s terrors are lined up against me.

Don’t I have a right to complain?

Don’t wild donkeys bray when they find no grass,

and oxen bellow when they have no food?

Don’t people complain about unsalted food?

Does anyone want the tasteless white of  an egg?

My appetite disappears when I look at it;

I gag at the thought of  eating it!

Oh, that I might have my request,

that God would grant my desire.

I wish he would crush me.

I wish he would reach out his hand and kill me.

At least I can take comfort in this:
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