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ENGINE WILL NOT START 

 



Locate the Fuel Tank: 

• The fuel tank is typically located under the seat or at the front of the ATV.  

Inspect the Fuel Gauge (if equipped): 

• Many ATVs have a fuel gauge on the dashboard or near the fuel tank. Check the gauge to see the current fuel level.  

• If the gauge is not working properly, it might need servicing.  

Manual Inspection: 

• If your ATV doesn’t have a fuel gauge, you can manually check the fuel level.  

• Open the fuel tank cap and visually inspect the inside of the tank. Some ATVs may have a visual marker inside the tank indicating 

the full or low levels. 

Estimate Based on Usage: 

• If you know your ATV’s fuel capacity and average fuel consumption, you can estimate the remaining fuel based on your last refill 

and distance traveled. 

Check for Contaminants: 

• While checking the fuel level, look for any signs of water or debris in the fuel, which can cause engine problems.  

Plan Your Ride Accordingly: 

• Based on the fuel level, plan your ride to ensure you have enough fuel for the entire journey and return.  

Regular Refilling: 

• Regularly check and refill the fuel tank to avoid running out of fuel during rides.  

Safety Precautions: 

• Always check the fuel level in a well-ventilated area and away from open flames or sparks. 

Check Your Fuel Levels 



Visual Inspection: 

• Color: A healthy spark plug should have a light tan or grayish color. If it's black and sooty, it may indicate a rich fuel 

mixture, while a white or blistered plug can indicate a lean mixture or overheating. 

Electrode Condition:  

• Check for any signs of wear or damage. The electrodes should not be excessively eroded or have any deposits on them.  

Check the Gap: 

• Spark Plug Gap: Use a spark plug gap tool to measure the gap between the electrodes. This gap should match the 

specifications for your vehicle (usually found in the owner's manual or a repair manual). If the gap is incorrect, it can be 

carefully adjusted using the tool.  

Inspect for Damage: 

• Insulator and Threads: Look for any cracks in the insulator or damage to the threads. Damage here can cause misfires or 

damage to your engine. 

Clean if Necessary: 

• Cleaning: If the plug is dirty but not damaged, you can clean it using a wire brush or special spark plug cleaner.  

 

Check the Spark Plug 



Locate the Air Filter: 

• First, you need to locate the air filter. It's typically found in a plastic box or housing near the engine.  

Remove the Air Filter: 

• Once you locate the air filter housing, open it (usually by unclipping or unscrewing a few fasteners) and gently remove the a ir filter. Be careful 
not to let any dirt or debris fall into the air intake. 

Inspect the Air Filter: 

• Visual Inspection: Look at the air filter in a well-lit area. A clean filter should look white or off-white. If it's covered in dirt, dust, or debris, it's a 
sign that it needs attention. 

• Light Test: Hold the filter up to a light source. If you can see light through it, it's generally still serviceable. If the l ight is significantly blocked, the 
filter may need cleaning or replacing. 

Decide on Cleaning or Replacing: 

• Cleaning: If the filter is made of foam and is lightly soiled, you can clean it using a specific air filter cleaner or soap and water . Make sure it's 
completely dry before reinstalling. 

• Replacing: If the filter is paper, or if it's very dirty, damaged, or has been cleaned multiple times already, it's better to replace it. 

Reinstall the Air Filter: 

• Once cleaned or replaced, put the air filter back in its housing, ensuring it fits properly without any gaps. Secure the housing. 

 

Check Your Air Filter 



Find the Starter:  

• It's usually near the engine, close to where the engine and transmission meet. Check your ATV's manual for the exact spot.  

Visual Check: 

• Look for any obvious signs of damage, like cracks or loose parts. 

• Make sure the wires connected to it aren't loose or corroded. 

Battery Test: 

• Ensure your ATV's battery is fully charged, as a weak battery can cause starter issues.  

Try to Start: 

• Turn on your ATV. If you hear a click but the engine doesn't start, the starter might be the issue.  

Solenoid Check: 

• The solenoid is a small part on the starter. If it clicks but the engine doesn't turn over, the starter could be faulty.  

Remember, if you're not confident about doing this yourself, it's best to take your ATV to a professional. Always make 

sure the ATV is off and the key is removed before you start inspecting.  

Check Your Starter 



Listen for the Pump: 

• When you turn the ignition key to the "on" position (but don't start the engine), listen for a slight humming or 

buzzing noise from the fuel pump. This sound indicates that the pump is working. If you don’t hear anything, 

there might be an issue. 

Check Fuel Pressure: 

• If your ATV has a fuel pressure gauge, check the pressure. If pressure is not correct, then this could be a sign 

of a problem with the fuel pump. 

Inspect for Leaks: 

• Look around the fuel pump for any signs of fuel leaks. Wetness or a fuel smell around the pump is a red flag. 

Check the Fuel Filter: 

• A clogged fuel filter can mimic fuel pump issues. Make sure the filter is clean and not obstructing fuel flow. 

Engine Performance: 

• Poor engine performance, like difficulty starting, stalling, or sputtering, can also indicate fuel pump issues. 

Check Your Fuel Pump 



Visual Inspection: 

• Look for any obvious signs of wear or damage like cracks or leaks.  

• Check for any buildup of dirt or grime on the outside. 

Check the Air Filter: 

• Ensure that the air filter is clean. A dirty air filter can restrict airflow, affecting the carburetor's performance.  

Inspect Throttle Response: 

• Start the ATV and gently twist the throttle. Watch for any hesitation or rough idling, which can indicate a carburetor 
issue. 

• Listen for any abnormal sounds like sputtering or popping. 

Fuel Lines and Connections: 

• Check the fuel lines leading to the carburetor for cracks, leaks, or signs of aging. 

• Make sure all connections are tight and secure. 

Idle and Mixture Adjustments: 

• Check the idle speed and mixture settings. These should be set according to your ATV ’s specifications. 

• If the ATV is idling too high, too low, or unevenly, adjustments may be needed.  

Internal Inspection (for more experienced users):  

• If comfortable, remove the carburetor for a closer inspection. 

• Check the float bowl for dirt or old fuel residue. 

• Inspect the jets and internal passageways for clogs. 

 

Check Your Carburetor 



Visual Inspection: 

• Look at the fuel filter to check for dirt, grime, or discoloration. A clean fuel filter is usually clear or lightly colored, allowing you to see the 
fuel flow through it. 

• If the filter looks clogged or the fuel appears dirty, it's a sign that the filter needs attention.  

Check Fuel Flow: 

• If possible, observe the flow of fuel through the filter when the ATV is running. The fuel should flow freely without any obstruction. 

• A reduced flow or no flow at all indicates a clogged filter.  

Remove and Inspect the Filter (if necessary): 

• Carefully remove the filter from the fuel line. You might need pliers for clamps and a container to catch any fuel.  

• Once removed, inspect it more closely. If you can’t see through it or it’s filled with debris, it needs to be cleaned or replaced. 

Cleaning or Replacing: 

• Some fuel filters are disposable and should be replaced if dirty. 

• Others are cleanable. If so, use an appropriate cleaner and rinse it thoroughly. Ensure it's completely dry before reinstallation. 

Reinstall the Filter: 

• Put the cleaned or new filter back in place. Ensure it's correctly oriented (follow any directional arrows on the filter) and securely attached. 

Check for Leaks: 

• After reinstallation, start the ATV and check around the filter for any leaks.  

Regular Maintenance: 

• Make checking and replacing the fuel filter a regular part of your ATV's maintenance schedule.  

Check Your Fuel Filter 



Visual Inspection: 

• Look for any signs of damage, such as cracks or leaks. 

• Check the terminals for corrosion. If there's any, clean it off with a wire brush.  

Check the Connections: 

• Make sure the battery terminals are tight and secure. 

• Loose connections can cause starting problems or erratic electrical performance. 
Test the Voltage: 

• Use a multimeter to test the battery's voltage. A fully charged battery should read around 12.6 volts or more.  

• If the voltage is below 12.4 volts, the battery may need to be charged.  

Load Test: 

• For a more comprehensive check, you can do a load test. This tests the battery's ability to hold a charge under load.  

• Note: AutoZone and O’Reilly Auto Parts offer free battery volt and amp testing upon request. 
Charge the Battery: 

• If the battery is low, charge it with a suitable charger. 

• We recommend trickle charging the battery for at least 8 hours before its initial use to extend the longevity of your battery ’s life. 

• Reinstall the Battery (if removed): 

• After charging, reinstall the battery if it was removed. Ensure all connections are secure. 
Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly check and maintain your ATV's battery, especially before long storage periods.  

Check Your Battery 



 

ENGINE STARTS, BUT WILL NOT IDLE 

 



Visual Inspection: 

• Look over the entire length of the cable for any signs of wear, fraying, or damage.  

• Check for any kinks or bends in the cable that could hinder its movement.  

Check the Cable Free Play: 

• Measure the free play (the amount of movement at the throttle lever before the cable starts to pull and open the carburetor or throttle 
body). Your ATV’s manual will specify the ideal amount of free play. 

• If the free play is too little or too much, it needs adjustment.  

Test Throttle Response: 

• Start your ATV and test the throttle response. It should be smooth and immediate.  

• If the response is sluggish or delayed, the cable may need lubrication or adjustment.  

Lubricate the Cable: 

• If the cable is sticking or not moving smoothly, use a cable lubricant. Apply it at the ends of the cable where it enters the sheath. 

Adjust if Necessary: 

• Adjust the cable tension using the adjusters located near the throttle control and at the carburetor or throttle body.  

• After adjusting, recheck the free play and throttle response. 

Recheck and Test Ride: 

• After any adjustments or lubrication, recheck the entire system. 

• Take a test ride in a safe area to ensure the throttle operates smoothly across the entire range.  

Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly check and maintain your throttle cable to prevent issues during rides.  

Check Your Throttle Cable 



Visual Inspection: 

• Look for any obvious signs of wear or damage like cracks or leaks.  

• Check for any buildup of dirt or grime on the outside. 

Check the Air Filter: 

• Ensure that the air filter is clean. A dirty air filter can restrict airflow, affecting the carburetor's performance.  

Inspect Throttle Response: 

• Start the ATV and gently twist the throttle. Watch for any hesitation or rough idling, which can indicate a carburetor 
issue. 

• Listen for any abnormal sounds like sputtering or popping. 

Fuel Lines and Connections: 

• Check the fuel lines leading to the carburetor for cracks, leaks, or signs of aging. 

• Make sure all connections are tight and secure. 

Idle and Mixture Adjustments: 

• Check the idle speed and mixture settings. These should be set according to your ATV ’s specifications. 

• If the ATV is idling too high, too low, or unevenly, adjustments may be needed.  

Internal Inspection (for more experienced users):  

• If comfortable, remove the carburetor for a closer inspection. 

• Check the float bowl for dirt or old fuel residue. 

• Inspect the jets and internal passageways for clogs. 

 

Check Your Carburetor 



Locate the Air Filter: 

• First, you need to locate the air filter. It's typically found in a plastic box or housing near the engine.  

Remove the Air Filter: 

• Once you locate the air filter housing, open it (usually by unclipping or unscrewing a few fasteners) and gently remove the a ir filter. Be careful 
not to let any dirt or debris fall into the air intake. 

Inspect the Air Filter: 

• Visual Inspection: Look at the air filter in a well-lit area. A clean filter should look white or off-white. If it's covered in dirt, dust, or debris, it's a 
sign that it needs attention. 

• Light Test: Hold the filter up to a light source. If you can see light through it, it's generally still serviceable. If the l ight is significantly blocked, the 
filter may need cleaning or replacing. 

Decide on Cleaning or Replacing: 

• Cleaning: If the filter is made of foam and is lightly soiled, you can clean it using a specific air filter cleaner or soap and water . Make sure it's 
completely dry before reinstalling. 

• Replacing: If the filter is paper, or if it's very dirty, damaged, or has been cleaned multiple times already, it's better to replace it. 

Reinstall the Air Filter: 

• Once cleaned or replaced, put the air filter back in its housing, ensuring it fits properly without any gaps. Secure the housing. 

 

Check Your Air Filter 



Visual Inspection: 

• Color: A healthy spark plug should have a light tan or grayish color. If it's black and sooty, it may indicate a rich fuel 

mixture, while a white or blistered plug can indicate a lean mixture or overheating. 

Electrode Condition:  

• Check for any signs of wear or damage. The electrodes should not be excessively eroded or have any deposits on them.  

Check the Gap: 

• Spark Plug Gap: Use a spark plug gap tool to measure the gap between the electrodes. This gap should match the 

specifications for your vehicle (usually found in the owner's manual or a repair manual). If the gap is incorrect, it can be 

carefully adjusted using the tool.  

Inspect for Damage: 

• Insulator and Threads: Look for any cracks in the insulator or damage to the threads. Damage here can cause misfires or 

damage to your engine. 

Clean if Necessary: 

• Cleaning: If the plug is dirty but not damaged, you can clean it using a wire brush or special spark plug cleaner.  

 

Check the Spark Plug 



Visual Inspection: 

• Look at the fuel filter to check for dirt, grime, or discoloration. A clean fuel filter is usually clear or lightly colored, allowing you to see the 
fuel flow through it. 

• If the filter looks clogged or the fuel appears dirty, it's a sign that the filter needs attention.  

Check Fuel Flow: 

• If possible, observe the flow of fuel through the filter when the ATV is running. The fuel should flow freely without any obstruction. 

• A reduced flow or no flow at all indicates a clogged filter.  

Remove and Inspect the Filter (if necessary): 

• Carefully remove the filter from the fuel line. You might need pliers for clamps and a container to catch any fuel.  

• Once removed, inspect it more closely. If you can’t see through it or it’s filled with debris, it needs to be cleaned or replaced. 

Cleaning or Replacing: 

• Some fuel filters are disposable and should be replaced if dirty. 

• Others are cleanable. If so, use an appropriate cleaner and rinse it thoroughly. Ensure it's completely dry before reinstallation. 

Reinstall the Filter: 

• Put the cleaned or new filter back in place. Ensure it's correctly oriented (follow any directional arrows on the filter) and securely attached. 

Check for Leaks: 

• After reinstallation, start the ATV and check around the filter for any leaks.  

Regular Maintenance: 

• Make checking and replacing the fuel filter a regular part of your ATV's maintenance schedule.  

Check Your Fuel Filter 



Check Your Fuel Lines 

Visual Inspection: 

• Examine the entire length of each fuel line for signs of wear, such as cracking, hardening, or swelling.  

• Look for any signs of fuel leaks, noticeable by wet spots or a strong fuel smell. 

Check for Kinks and Bends: 

• Ensure the fuel lines are not kinked or sharply bent, as this can restrict fuel flow.  

Inspect Connections and Clamps: 

• Check where the fuel lines connect to the fuel tank, fuel filter, and carburetor or fuel injection system.  

• Make sure all connections are tight and secure, and that the clamps are not corroded or loose.  

Test for Softness or Brittleness: 

• Gently squeeze the fuel lines with your fingers. They should be flexible, not overly soft or brittle.  

• Brittle or overly soft lines are prone to cracking and should be replaced.  

Check for Blockages: 

• If you suspect a blockage, carefully remove the fuel line and blow through it. Air should pass through easily. If not, the li ne may be clogged 
and needs cleaning or replacing. 

Reassemble and Test: 

• If you've disconnected any lines, reattach them securely. 

• Start your ATV to check for any leaks at the connections. 

Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly inspect your fuel lines as part of your ATV’s maintenance schedule. 



 

BRAKE ISSUES 

 



Locate the Brake Pads: 

• Brake pads are located within the wheel assemblies, on each wheel that has a brake disc.  

Visual Inspection: 

• Look at the brake pads through the spaces in the wheel rim to see the thickness of the pad material.  

• If the pad material is thinner than the recommended thickness (usually around 1/8 inch or 3 mm), it's time to replace them.  

Check for Uneven Wear: 

• Notice if the pads are wearing evenly. Uneven wear can indicate issues with the brake caliper or the suspension.  

Inspect the Brake Discs: 

• While checking the pads, also look at the brake discs for any signs of damage like deep grooves, warping, or excessive wear.  

Listen for Noise: 

• When riding, listen for any squealing or grinding noises during braking, which are common signs of worn -out brake pads. 

Feel the Braking Performance: 

• Pay attention to how the brakes feel when you apply them. If braking feels soft or if the ATV pulls to one side, it could be a sign of worn pads 
or other brake issues. 

Check Brake Fluid: 

• Also check the brake fluid level in the master cylinder. Low fluid can sometimes indicate that pads are worn.  

Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly inspect your brake pads as part of your ATV’s maintenance routine. 

Check Your Brake Pads 



Check Your Brake Calipers 

Visual Inspection: 

• Check the calipers for any signs of leakage, especially around the piston area.  

• Look for any visible damage or cracks. 

Check for Proper Movement: 

• The caliper should slide smoothly if it’s a floating caliper design. If it’s sticking or difficult to move, it may need servicing. 

Inspect Brake Pads and Discs: 

• While inspecting the calipers, also check the condition of the brake pads and discs for wear or damage.  

• Uneven pad wear can be a sign of a sticking or malfunctioning caliper.  

Check Brake Lines and Fittings: 

• Examine the brake lines connected to the calipers for cracks or leaks.  

• Ensure that the fittings and connections are secure and not leaking.  

Look for Corrosion: 

• Check for any signs of rust or corrosion, particularly in areas where the caliper meets the brake pad or disc.  

Test Brake Functionality: 

• Safely test ride your ATV in a controlled environment. Pay attention to how the brakes respond. Sticking or dragging indicates a problem with 
the caliper. 

Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly inspect your brake calipers as part of your ATV’s maintenance schedule. 



Visual Inspection: 

• Check the calipers for any signs of leakage, especially around the piston area.  

Visual Inspection for Leaks: 

• Check around the master cylinder for any signs of fluid leaks. Pay special attention to the area where the cylinder meets the brake lines. 

Check Brake Fluid Level: 

• Most master cylinders have a transparent reservoir or a level indicator. Ensure the brake fluid is at the recommended level marked on 
the reservoir. 

• If the fluid is low, it may indicate a leak or that the brake pads are wearing out.  

Inspect the Fluid Condition: 

• Look at the color of the brake fluid. It should be clear or slightly yellow. If it ’s dark or cloudy, it needs to be changed. 

Check for Proper Functioning: 

• Squeeze the brake lever or press the brake pedal. It should feel firm and return to its original position smoothly.  

• A spongy feel or a lever/pedal that doesn’t return properly can indicate a problem in the master cylinder.  

Inspect for Wear and Damage: 

• Look for any physical damage or signs of excessive wear on the master cylinder and its components.  

Test the Brakes: 

• Safely test the brakes in a controlled environment. The brakes should respond promptly and evenly.  

Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly inspect the master cylinder as part of your ATV’s maintenance schedule. 

Check Your Master Cylinder 



 

ELECTRICAL ISSUES 

 



Visual Inspection: 

• Look for any signs of damage, such as cracks or leaks. 

• Check the terminals for corrosion. If there's any, clean it off with a wire brush.  

Check the Connections: 

• Make sure the battery terminals are tight and secure. 

• Loose connections can cause starting problems or erratic electrical performance. 
Test the Voltage: 

• Use a multimeter to test the battery's voltage. A fully charged battery should read around 12.6 volts or more.  

• If the voltage is below 12.4 volts, the battery may need to be charged.  

Load Test: 

• For a more comprehensive check, you can do a load test. This tests the battery's ability to hold a charge under load.  

• Note: AutoZone and O’Reilly Auto Parts offer free battery volt and amp testing upon request. 
Charge the Battery: 

• If the battery is low, charge it with a suitable charger. 

• We recommend trickle charging the battery for at least 8 hours before its initial use to extend the longevity of your battery ’s life. 

• Reinstall the Battery (if removed): 

• After charging, reinstall the battery if it was removed. Ensure all connections are secure. 
Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly check and maintain your ATV's battery, especially before long storage periods.  

Check Your Battery 



Inspect the Ignition Switch: 

• Check the ignition switch for any signs of damage or wear.  

• Ensure that the key turns smoothly and that each position (off, on, start) functions correctly.  

Check the Ignition Coil: 

• Locate the ignition coil, which is typically near the engine.  

• Visually inspect for cracks or damage. Check the connections to ensure they are tight and corrosion -free. 

Examine Spark Plug Wires: 

• Inspect the spark plug wires for cracks, wear, or brittleness. 

• Ensure the connections at both the spark plug and the ignition coil are secure.  

Test the Spark Plug Connection: 

• Check the connection at the spark plug. A loose connection can cause starting issues or poor engine performance.  

Inspect for Corrosion or Dirt: 

• Look for any signs of corrosion or dirt on the ignition components, which can hinder performance.  

Electrical Continuity Test (if necessary): 

• For a more in-depth check, use a multimeter to test electrical continuity and resistance in the ignition coil and wires.  

• This step is more technical and might require a service manual or professional help.  

Start the ATV: 

• Test the ignition by starting the ATV. It should start smoothly and without hesitation.  

Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly inspect your ignition and ignition assembly as part of your ATV’s maintenance routine. 

Check Your Ignition Assembly 



Preparation: 

• Before you start, ensure the ATV is turned off and the key is removed. It's also wise to disconnect the battery, starting with the 
negative terminal, to prevent any electrical accidents. 

Visual Inspection: 

• Examine all visible wires and cables for any signs of wear, fraying, or damage.  

• Look for any exposed wires that could potentially short-circuit. 

Check Connections: 

• Go through each electrical component and check its connections. 

• Ensure connectors are firmly in place and not loose. Loose connections can lead to intermittent electrical issues.  

Look for Corrosion: 

• Inspect terminals and connectors for signs of corrosion. Corrosion can inhibit electrical flow and needs cleaning or 
replacement. 

Trace Wiring: 

• If possible, trace the wiring from each component back to its source to ensure there are no hidden issues like pinching or 
rubbing against sharp edges. 

Check Insulation: 

• Inspect the insulation around wires, especially near hot or moving parts. Damaged insulation can lead to shorts and other 
electrical problems. 

Test Lights and Accessories: 

• Reconnect the battery (connect the positive terminal first, then the negative) and test all lights, accessories, and electrical 
components to ensure they work properly. 

Use a Multimeter: 

• For a more thorough check, use a multimeter to test for continuity and proper voltage in the wiring. This can help identify 
hidden issues like shorts or open circuits. 

Secure Loose Wiring: 

• If you find any loose wiring, secure it with zip ties or appropriate clamps to prevent it from getting damaged.  

Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly inspect your ATV's wiring as part of your maintenance routine, especially if you frequently ride in harsh condition s. 

Note: Working with electrical systems can be complicated and dangerous. If you're not comfortable with these steps or if 
you find serious issues, it's best to consult a professional mechanic. Properly functioning wiring is essential for the 

Check Your Ignition Assembly 



 Locate the Stator and Regulator/Rectifier: 

• The stator is typically located on the engine side cover, and the regulator/rectifier is usually mounted on the frame. Refer to 

your ATV's manual for specific locations. 

Inspect the Stator: 

• Visual Check: Look for any physical damage or signs of burning. 

• Wiring Check: Ensure the stator’s wiring and connections are secure and not damaged. 

Test the Stator: 

• Using a multimeter, check the stator's output. This typically involves measuring AC voltage across various combinations of the 

stator’s wires while the engine is running. 

• The service manual will provide specific values and procedures for your model.  

Inspect the Regulator/Rectifier: 

• Check for any physical damage or signs of overheating. 

• Ensure all connections are tight and free of corrosion. 

Test the Regulator/Rectifier: 

• Using the multimeter, check the charging voltage at the battery. With the engine running, the voltage should be higher than 

when it's off, usually around 13.5 to 14.5 volts. 

• If the voltage is too high or too low, the regulator/rectifier may be faulty.  

Check for Charging Issues: 

• If your ATV's battery is frequently dead or not holding a charge, it could be a sign of stator or regulator/rectifier issues.  

Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly inspect and test your ATV's stator and regulator/rectifier as part of your maintenance routine. 

Check Your Ignition Assembly 



 

TRANSMISSION ISSUES 

 



Locate the Transmission Fluid Dipstick or Fill Plug: 

• Find where the transmission fluid is checked on your ATV. This is typically a dipstick or a fill plug, often located on the side of the 
transmission case.  

Prepare the ATV: 

• Ensure the ATV is on level ground. This provides an accurate reading of the fluid level.  

• The transmission should be cool or at a normal operating temperature, depending on your ATV’s specifications. 

Clean Around the Dipstick or Fill Plug: 

• Wipe around the dipstick or fill plug area to prevent dirt from entering the transmission.  

Check Fluid Level: 

• If your ATV has a dipstick: Pull it out, wipe it clean, reinsert it fully, and then pull it out again to check the fluid level. The fluid 
should be between the 'Full' and 'Low' marks. 

• If there’s no dipstick and only a fill plug: Open the plug. The fluid should be up to the edge of the fill hole.  

Inspect Fluid Condition: 

• Look at the color of the fluid. It should be clear with a red or green hue, depending on the type. Dark, dirty, or burnt -smelling fluid 
indicates it needs changing. 

• Feel the fluid between your fingers; it should be smooth, not gritty.  

Top Up or Change Fluid (if needed): 

• If the level is low, add the recommended type of transmission fluid until it reaches the correct level.  

• If the fluid is in poor condition, consider a transmission fluid change.  

Check for Leaks: 

• Inspect the area around the transmission for any signs of leaks. Leaks should be addressed immediately.  

Reassemble: 

• If you removed the dipstick or fill plug, make sure to reseal it properly.  

Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly checking and changing your ATV’s transmission fluid is key to prolonging the life of the transmission. 

Check Your Transmission Fluid Levels 



Locate the Transmission Filter: 

• The transmission filter is typically located within or near the transmission case. Refer to your ATV's manual for the exact location 
and how to access it. 

Prepare the ATV: 

• Park your ATV on level ground and ensure it’s turned off. Let the transmission cool if you’ve been riding. 

Access the Filter: 

• Depending on the ATV model, accessing the transmission filter might involve removing a cover or a pan. This might require tools 
like wrenches or screwdrivers. 

Visual Inspection: 

• Once you have access, inspect the filter for any signs of excessive dirt, debris, or damage.  

• Look for signs of metal shavings or other contaminants, which could indicate internal transmission wear.  

Check the Filter Condition: 

• Assess whether the filter appears clogged or excessively dirty.  

• A clogged filter can restrict fluid flow and impair transmission performance.  

Replacement Considerations: 

• If the filter is dirty or damaged, it should be replaced.  

Replace or Clean (if applicable): 

• Some transmission filters are disposable and should be replaced, while others may be cleanable.  

• If your ATV uses a cleanable filter, follow the manufacturer’s instructions for cleaning. 

Reassemble and Check for Leaks: 

• Once the filter is replaced or cleaned, reassemble any removed parts.  

• After reassembly, check for leaks around the filter area. 

Check Transmission Fluid: 

• After working on the filter, it’s a good idea to check the transmission fluid level and condition. 

Check Your Transmission Fluid Levels 



Locate the Clutch Cable: 

• The clutch cable usually runs from the clutch lever on the handlebars to the clutch mechanism near the engine. Check your ATV's 
manual for specific routing. 

Visual Inspection: 

• Examine the entire length of the clutch cable for signs of wear or damage, such as fraying, kinks, or rust.  

Ensure the outer sheath isn’t cracked or broken. 

Check Cable Tension: 

• The clutch cable should have a little free play at the lever—usually a few millimeters. Too much slack or too tight can affect clutch 
operation. 

Adjust if Necessary: 

• If the cable tension doesn’t meet specifications, adjust it using the adjuster nuts at the lever or near the clutch.  

After adjusting, recheck the free play. 

Test Lever Movement: 

• Squeeze the clutch lever a few times. It should move smoothly and return to its original position without sticking.  

Lubricate the Cable: 

• If the cable movement isn’t smooth, apply a cable lubricant. This helps in reducing friction and prolongs the life of the cable.  

Check Clutch Engagement: 

• Start the ATV and test the clutch engagement and disengagement. It should be smooth and without any slippage or sticking.  

Inspect Cable Routing: 

• Ensure the cable isn’t pinched or rubbing against sharp edges. Improper routing can cause premature wear.  

Regular Maintenance: 

• Regularly inspect and maintain your ATV’s clutch cable as part of your maintenance routine. 

Check Your Clutch Cable 



Check the clutch plates and make sure they are 

not worn or damaged. Replace the plates if 

necessary. 


