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T he practice of preparing oneself for Easter stretches back to the 
earliest centuries of the church. Lent—a 40-day observance (not 
including Sundays)—has traditionally been a time of penitence 

and fasting, modeled after Jesus’ 40-day fast in the wilderness. Some 
Christians observe Lent while others don’t, yet we find common ground 
in marking Palm Sunday, observing Good Friday, and celebrating Christ’s 
resurrection on Easter Sunday.

This resource is an invitation to journey toward the Cross and to con-
sider God as we meet him there. What does the Cross reveal to us about who 
God is? How might we encounter God and come to know him more inti-
mately through our contemplation of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection?

To use this devotional during Lent, start with Week 1 on Ash Wednesday 
(February 14). Then reflect on one reading each week throughout Lent.  
On Palm Sunday (March 25), begin the daily devotions for Holy Week, cul-
minating in a final reading for Easter Sunday. Alternately, you can read these 
articles at your own pace during the weeks leading up to or following Easter.

Each weekly reading in this guide is followed by Bible study and reflection 
questions for use during your personal time with God or for discussion in 
a small-group setting. Our Ideas for Families and Groups offer creative 
suggestions, fun projects, and discussion starters to enrich your spiritual 
growth as you draw near to the Cross together.
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7 	 Bible Reading Guide

	 WEEK 1  
10	 The Glory of the Cross 
	 Jeremy Treat

	 WEEK 2 
16	 Love That Bears  
	 Our Burdens 
	 Mark Galli

	 WEEK 3 

22	 The Wrath the  
	 World Needs 
	 Fleming Rutledge

	 WEEK 4 

28	 God, Who Cannot  
	 Suffer, Suffered 
	 Wesley Hill

	 WEEK 5 
32	 The Good News of  
	 God’s Patience 
	 Derek Rishmawy

	 WEEK 6 
36	 Jesus, Not Salvation, is  
	 God’s Greatest Gift to Us 
	 Andrew Wilson

	 PALM SUNDAY 
42	 The Coming of the King 
	 Philip Ryken

	 HOLY MONDAY 
44	 He Is Our Peace 
	 Ruth Padilla Deborst

	 HOLY TUESDAY 
45	 What’s His Becomes Ours 
	 Sarah Hinlicky Wilson

	 HOLY WEDNESDAY 
46	 He Humbled Himself 
	 Lynn H. Cohick

	 MAUNDY THURSDAY 
47	 God of Mercy 
	 Thabiti M. Anyabwile

	 GOOD FRIDAY 
48	 Jesus’ Cry of Vindication 
	 Al Hsu

	 HOLY SATURDAY 
50	 Never Forsaken..............................50 
	 Vaneetha Rendall Risner

	 EASTER SUNDAY 
52	 I Am the Resurrection...........52 
	 Ken Shigematsu

56	 Ideas for Families
58	 Ideas for Groups
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 Throughout this devotional, you’ll be prompted to spend regular time 
in spiritual reflection and Scripture contemplation. Use this guide to 
structure your Bible reading. As an option, consider selecting some of 
these passages to memorize or to utilize in daily prayer.

BIBLE READING GUIDE
J O U R N E Y  T O  T H E  C R O S S

WEEK 1 
John 12:23–33, 17:1–5;  

Hebrews 2:9; Revelation 5:5–6

WEEK 2 
Matthew 11:28–30, 28:20;  

John 15:13; Romans 5:6–8, 8:38–39; 
Ephesians 3:17–19; 1 John 4:9–10

WEEK 3 
Isaiah 10:1–2, Ezekiel 7:8,  

Amos 5:18–24, Matthew 23:13–33, 
Romans 5:8–10, Revelation 21:3–4

WEEK 4 
Isaiah 53, 1 Corinthians 15:54–55,  

2 Corinthians 1:3–5, Hebrews 4:15–16

WEEK 5 
Psalm 103:7–12; Romans 2:4,  

3:23–26; 2 Peter 3:8–9

WEEK 6 
Mark 10:45; Luke 15:11–32;  

John 2:1–11, 3:16, 10:17–18, 15:13; 
Romans 8:32; Galatians 1:3–5

HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday:  
Genesis 49:10–11; 1 Kings 1:38–39; 
Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:1–11, 
27:27–37

Holy Monday:  
Ephesians 2:13–16

Holy Tuesday:  
Romans 3:22–24, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 
Galatians 2:20

Holy Wednesday:  
Philippians 2:6–11, Hebrews 12:2

Maundy Thursday:  
Matthew 26:36–46, 2 Corinthians 1:3–4

Good Friday:  
Psalm 22, Mark 15:22–37

Holy Saturday:  
John 16:16–33

EASTER SUNDAY 
John 11:1–44, 20:1–18; 1 Corinthians 
15:20–21, 54–56; Colossians 2:13–15; 
Revelation 21:1–4




