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Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, 

the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he  
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.

MATTHEW 16:21
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A gift of Lent is that its focus on sin, darkness, and death is an antidote to 
any lingering sentimentality that we seek to bring into Easter. This season 
of Lent insists, emphatically, that we—each and all—are sinners. We are vic-
timizers, not just victims; hedonists, not just heroes. If themes of devotion 
to Christ and discipleship induce visions of an unswerving and even path 
of ever-increasing spiritual success, the practice of Lent and the pages of 
Scripture disabuse us of any such notion.

In the midst of Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection, we find an 
embarrassingly painful display of the weakness, confusion, even imbecility 
of his earliest followers. In each unfolding event of the week, the apostles 
disappoint. During the Last Supper, Jesus tells his friends that one of them 
will betray him and that they’ll all abandon him. They respond by telling Jesus 
that he’s underestimated them and by arguing about who is the greatest, the 
most loyal disciple.

Then, they fall asleep, more than once, in Gethsemane, too weak to be a 
friend to Jesus when he most needs one. Then, they panic and draw swords 
against those who arrested Jesus. Next, in a scene recounted with cringe- 
worthy detail, Peter swears up and down that he doesn’t know Jesus even 
though it’s pretty obvious to everyone around him that he does.

A damning refrain haunts the story of Holy Week: “Everyone deserted 
him and fled” (Mark 14:50).

They bumbled through the week, first arrogant, then afraid, then hiding. 
They were cowardly, disloyal, and unfaithful. These holy martyrs and saints, 
these dearest friends of Jesus, failed miserably and utterly at the time of 
greatest crisis, when courage was most needed.

It’s heartbreaking. We watch Peter come undone, weeping after the third 
rooster crow, and Judas back-pedaling as he tries to return the blood money 

The disciples’ worst moments underscore the world’s greatest truth.
They Failed Him

Tish Harrison Warren

Then everyone deserted him and fled.
MARK 14:50

JESUS IS  
BETRAYED & 
ABANDONED
Mark 14:41–52
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When we approach Easter, there are many things we think about: Jesus’ 
death in our place, the disciples’ lack of understanding, God’s choice to have 
women be the first witnesses to the empty tomb, resurrection hope. There 
is a multitude of directions to go when thinking about the end of this most 
significant week in history. 

But there is one we rarely consider: how Jesus got through that experi-
ence. Yes, we note Gethsemane where he wrestled with his coming fate and 
eventually handed it all over to God. But what did that mean for him? Is there 
anything for us to learn from how Christ faced the intense rejection by the 
world that the Cross represented? 

During the entire second half of his ministry, Jesus taught his disciples 
that they would face opposition, resistance, and rejection just as he did. Their 
spiritual development depended upon how to cope with this reality—a real-
ity our churches today are struggling with as we move into an increasingly 
post-Christian context. John O’Sullivan, former editor of the National Review, 
defines it this way: “A post-Christian society is not merely a society in which 
agnosticism or atheism is the prevailing fundamental belief. It is a society 
rooted in the history, culture, and practices of Christianity but in which the 
religious beliefs of Christianity have either been rejected or worse, forgotten.”

What can Jesus’ arrest and trial teach us about our own calling in such a 
world? How do we best remember what many in the world have forgotten?

Jesus was betrayed by one of his own. He was examined about his identity 
by the Jewish leadership. He faced Pilate with his life hanging in the balance, 
depending upon what he would say. The stakes were high as he stood before 
the Roman governor. As we contemplate Christ during his trial, what can 
we learn? 

Darrell L. Bock

What we can learn from Jesus’ response to opposition.
Confident Resolve
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JESUS’  
ARREST  
& TRIAL

John 18:1–19:16

So again Pilate asked him,  
“Aren’t you going to answer?  

See how many things they  
are accusing you of.”

MARK 15:4
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BIBLE  
STUDY GUIDE

You can use these Bible study  
questions on your own or for 
 small group discussion.

1.  Who in your life has been an example of utter devotion to Jesus? Describe that 
person. 

2.  Read John 12:1–11. What do you find particularly striking this passage? Why? 

3.  What can Mary’s action teach us about devotion to Christ? 

4.  Read some of Jesus’ teachings about devotion in Matthew 6:21, 16:24–25, and 
22:34–37. How do these passages, along with Mary’s actions, challenge a senti-
mentalized or comfortable view of the Christian life? How do they challenge you 
personally? 

5.  In your view, why is it significant that John describes this event as happening imme-
diately before the Triumphal Entry and the subsequent events of Holy Week? 

6.  As you contemplate these passages, how is God inviting you to deepen your devotion 
to him? How do you sense Christ calling you, “Come, follow me”?

1.  In your experience, how do Christians generally think about Palm Sunday and Jesus 
cleansing the Temple? Which aspects of the events are usually emphasized?

2.  Were you surprised by the themes explored in “For All Nations”? Why or why not?

3.  Read Matthew 21:1–17. You may also want to read parallel accounts in Mark 11:1–19, 
Luke 19:28–46, and John 12:12–19. What stands out to you? Why?

4.  Read Zechariah 9:9–10, Psalm 72, and Isaiah 56:6–8. How do these passages 
enrich your understanding of Jesus’ actions? Conversely, what’s lost when this Old 
Testament context is overlooked?

5.  Read Ephesians 2:14–22; consider how peace and reconciliation are ultimately tied 
to Christ’s reconciling work on the Cross (v. 16). How does this idea challenge the 
church today?

6.  “We remember the events of Palm Sunday and the clearing of the Temple properly,” 
McCaulley asserts, “when our hearts are captured by the vision of the church as the 
place where the nations speak peace to one another and worship the triune God 
together.” In your devotion to Christ, how can your life be more fully shaped by his 
vision for the church?

“Utter Devotion” pp. 8–11STUDY 1

“For All Nations” pp. 12–15STUDY 2
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