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Doing our 
DREAM JOBS

 AT  LAST!
Think you can’t achieve a career ambition in midlife? With guts, 
determination and hard work, three women show it’s possible
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‘I had a passion to do something creative’
in our experience

Marie Bailey, 42, a former university 
academic, left her job four years ago 
to move to Paris, and she returned  

For 15 years, I worked in an academic 
environment, before becoming frustrated 

coupled with my concerns over Brexit, 
came together to cause a perfect storm 
that left me reassessing and re-evaluating 

Life hadn’t quite evolved as I’d thought 
it would – I’d been married and divorced 
and, with a sense of acceptance that  
I wasn’t going to have the family life  

pandemic hit  
and it became 
clear that Brexit 

 
So, after  
two-and-a-half 

years in Paris, I returned to the UK in 
March last year and set up my own 

 
it was online only, but I’ve recently 

 
up a business in the middle of a  

global pandemic has been  
a challenge to say the least,  

 
I have faith it will succeed;  
it may take a bit of time,  
but I know I’ll have to take  

Running my own business is 
hard work and there is so much 
uncertainty, but I’m so pleased  

 
I had to let go of my old identity to create 
a new one, and it has led to a new sense 

wonderful feeling when I have an  

creativity lies in a piece of thinking that 

I’d imagined, I asked what my life would 
look like instead? What was going to make 
me happy? Deciding I needed a fresh start 
and an adventure, in April 2017, I sold my 
house in Kent and moved to Paris, taking 
Ollie with me, feeling unsure of whether 

 

I booked an Airbnb so I had 
somewhere to stay immediately, and  

apartment soon after arriving, in the 

international school  
to improve my French 
language skills, and it 
was there I made some 
friends and worked on 

I had a passion to  
do something creative 
and what better place 
to embrace that than 
Paris, a hive of art and 
creativity? By chance,  
18 months after arriving 
in the city, I came across 

called Catherine Muller, who had a school 

interest in horticulture and I’d dabbled  
in garden-design courses in the past,  
so I treated myself to a week-long training 

eureka moment; I realised 
this was exactly what  

Inspired, I signed up to  

It was the most amazing 

every day, which was 
located near the stunning 
Tuileries Gardens, and I’d 
walk home laden with all my 

 

After I completed my training with 
Catherine, I began doing some freelance 

complicated when the coronavirus 

 ‘I’m so 
pleased  
I broke  

away from 
academia’

Moving to  
Paris reignited 
Marie’s passion  
and creativity


