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Legends Laneway

An audio/visual tribute to members of the Warwick Business Community who 
have provided services to our region for over 30 years.

The “Legends Laneway” project is a unique experience that allows the viewer to 
be completely immersed in the stories of these Warwick business community 
members. By downloading a QR reader onto your smart-device, the viewer 
will have the opportunity to stand in front of the image and listen to the voice 
of the subject tell their fascinating story.

This project was funded by the Qld Department of Communities Disability 
Services and Seniors, through the 2018 Community Drought Support 
delivered by Condamine Headwaters Landcare Group, the Warwick Chamber 
of Commerce Inc and SWQ Regional Arts.

Artist Statements 

Storm Lahiff, Photographer

Possessing an intrinsic fascination for people and their stories, Storm feels the 
importance of capturing a slice of history through a photographs ability to stop 
time.

Storm chose to capture these images in bold black and white, focusing on the 
individuals face, combined with separate images of their hands.  Featured in 
these shots, each of our Legends holds an item of particular importance to 
them – something that they have used on a daily basis.

Hamish Sewell, Immersive Audio Production

With a background in working with national oral history projects, Hamish 
has forged a deep understanding of the value of community participation, 
engagement and quality audio production.  His work supports people to come 
together, to share and to listen and in doing so, helps communities celebrate 
their own unique stories.We all have a life story and a message that can inspire 

others to live a better life or run a better business.  Why 
not use that story and message to serve others and grow a 
real business doing it?  - Brendon Burchard, Writer

It is easy to make stuff up – and easy to dig up information 
and repeat it or report it to others.  But, to find a real 
life story, with real people, in real life situations is quite 
difficult and time consuming.  Yet the rewards are worth 
the effort. - Lee Gutkind, Writer
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Jennifer Anne Brown
McDougall and Sons Pty Ltd

I was born in 1936 and came to Warwick around 1967 and I thought it was 
paradise. I can remember the main street and Mr Cantor, the old tailor. He was 
a great old fellow to talk to, and the history he knew was amazing. He knew 
every nook and cranny of the area. Fond of information always; if you wanted 
to know something, Mr. Cantor knew.

We are auctioneers, mainly with livestock. The business has been running for 
128 years. It’s been around a long time; longer than me.

I’ve got great staff; they’ve been with me for many years. I’d be lost without 
them.

We still charge the same commission we did probably 30 years ago. It really 
hasn’t changed a lot; livestock are still auctioned in the same manner.

They tell me the Warwick Pig and Calf sale is the only one in Queensland, I’m 
not too sure about that, but people come from the Coast, Brisbane and Gatton, 
it’s amazing.

For our 125th year, each week whoever topped our sales got a bottle of port. 
The one on my desk is half full and has remained half full for some time; I’m 
not much of a port drinker.

I’ve lived in a few areas, and I do certainly think that Warwick has something 
special about it, I’ve always felt that. As I say, when we came here, I thought it 
was paradise. It’s a very welcoming place to live.

No strategies; feet first, yes, just feet first and hope it just turns out alright. 

It’s been an interesting life, let’s just put it that way.

“Honesty in business has got a lot to do with being successful 
and being aware of other people’s interests. Be honest and 
interested.”
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Lynn Bryson
Bryson’s Place

I’ve been a florist for about 35 years. It’s something I’ve really enjoyed. I 
probably got into it more by accident than anything else. I married reasonably 
young, had children, grew up and wanted to do something. I laugh now, I went 
to the CWA and decided I was going to learn to crochet, and I drove that poor 
woman insane because I was hopeless at it! A woman was at the CWA teaching 
floral art, and the woman teaching the crocheting said “Lynn I think you should 
do that”. It just went from there, it took over my home life and my husband said 
to me one day “I think it’s time you got a shop and became a business.”

When I started off I’d say other businesses were very encouraging. I was in 
King Street at first, and the electrician down the road used to put his head in 
and say “keep going!”

I really like creating. I love to go down to the shop some Sundays and shut the 
door, and work and create things. My children say I’m mad, they call me the 
workaholic.

I love doing funeral work. I think especially in a place like Warwick, where we 
all know each other, and when someone passes away I like to do something for 
the family that I think shows what that person was - this is the last thing you 
can do for that person.

Most of your customers become your friends, I think, because probably, there’s 
been times when you’ve probably helped them through difficult times.

Listen to the people, talk to the people. I mean you mightn’t 
always agree with what they want and what they think, 
but listen to them. You will always learn something.
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Graham Buchner
Warwick Freighters & Ag-Services

I was born in 1939 and moved to Warwick when I was around 15 years old. 
When I was growing up here, we discovered if you stick to the black soil in the 
dry weather, it’ll sure stick to you in the wet weather. We used to try to ride 
our pushbikes from Freestone Road down to our house, and the bloody things 
would get clogged up, and that was the end of the story, you had to carry the 
bike home then.

I was one of the youngest blokes around to get my truck license – I was 19 
years old and driving the old International trucks around town, carting lime, 
and later bulk grain.

26 years ago we started what we called the Warwick Cleanup Group. We had a 
meeting down at the old swimming pool, formed a group and heaps of people 
came to it. Lot of them got off their backsides and did something. Over the 
years of course, some of them got sick of picking up other people’s rubbish, 
some of them even died, some of them moved away, some of them lost their 
strength, so now I’m what I’d call a group of one.  I’m the last man standing. So 
what I do out here on the highway, on the approach to town, is try to surprise 
the people when they come into town with how neat and tidy it looks.

I’ve modelled my life after my father; if he couldn’t do a good turn, he wouldn’t 
do one at all.  I followed his footsteps. As best I could, anyway.

Get involved in community life and give back.  It’ll give you 
satisfaction in a job well done and it’s a good way of getting 
and keeping motivated.  Keep at it as long as you can.
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Joe Coorey
J & J Coorey

My family came to Warwick in the 1920’s and I was born in the Wellford 
Hospital on the corner of Palmerin and Locke Street in 1935.  Australian born, 
Lebanese descent.

My parents started and owned our business and when I was young, I used to 
sweep the floors and clean the windows, and I couldn’t say I wasn’t gonna do 
it!  The people of Warwick took to my mother and father.

After dad died, I got the shop done up, I spent a lot of money doing the shop 
up... I was happy there.

Business was very hard... But the people came, from everywhere. Some people 
came and said “He won’t last 12 months!”, and the person that said it, his 
business closed after one month!

People still come from the old days, buying, and if they don’t come their 
offspring come.  And I’ll recognise them, too.

Hard work, and I loved the people. That’s the secret.

It’s in me to look after people – not for the sake of anything 
else. Work hard – you need to work hard to be successful.
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Robyn Fraser
Classic Dimensions

I was born in 1948 and went to school here in Warwick, I married into a local 
family. I have been called a local for a long time.

I think loyalty plays a big role in it.  That’s important in my business; that we 
make our customers feel special while they’re there.

It doesn’t matter if customers don’t purchase; we have a sign in the window 
that says ‘Browsers welcome’ and that means exactly what it says.

I’ve got one staff member who’s been with me 25 years, another 14 and 
another one 10. They’re there whenever I need them, and to me, that is the 
very backbone in business. 

We like to treat our customers as friends, we have a very relaxed atmosphere.

My biggest passion in business in this town, is the support of other businesses. 
Business houses need to support other businesses. I like to shop for everything 
I can locally. 

People will respect the fact that you are having a go, doing 
your best. When things get tough – be able to handle ‘the 
tough’.
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Bob Lindenberg
Styan & Lindenberg Pty Ltd

I was born in Warwick in 1936.  I went to the local high school and started my 
electrical apprenticeship with Toowoomba Electric Light Company in 1951.

I worked there until 1964 when the South West Queensland Electricity Board 
took over and closed the contracting business, putting 14 of us out of work.

Les Styan and myself decided to start our own business in 1964 and I retired 
this year (2019).  We started with 10 men, so we were on the go straight away.

I have been in business for 54 years and I’ve enjoyed it.

We have had our ups and downs – money was tight but we managed to get 
through.  Warwick has been good to us.

We installed lights, powerpoints, repaired stuff, did country work installing 
irrigation and fixing up dairy equipment.  

It’s been hard to keep up with all the changes in technology but during my 
time, I’ve trained over 50 apprentices.

We’ve had quite a few customers over the years, in the early days we covered 
the Flour Mill, the Hospital, the Nursing Home and the Council.

An old chap once told me “You look after Warwick and Warwick will look after 
you.”

Keep your head down and be honest with your customers 
and do the right thing. If you look after your customers, 
they will look after you.”
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Danny Lyons
Danny Lyons Sports

I’ve been in the sports store industry for 36 years.

I started in 1982 when I was 21, the previous owner had the shop for 45 years. 
I was a tennis coach as well.  I’d start at 6 in the morning coaching, go to work, 
then coach until 7 at night.

In 1982, in the main street beside me was a Blacksmith and on the other side 
was a Butcher.  I’ve seen 5 or 6 changes on each side since then.

I’m involved with a lot of sporting clubs.  I’ve been on around 40 committees, 
and that’s how I’ve survived in business.

Things have changed in 36 years.  You have to be an accountant and a solicitor.  
Companies now deal directly with the clubs and nothing is made in Australia, 
it’s all off-shore.  There are deals going on now that are cheaper than they were 
25 years ago.

I specialise in shoes.  People with bad feet come to me.  Doctors and Podiatrists 
refer people to me.  After 36 years, I can tell what you need.

Get a good name and know people’s names. Look after 
people, talk to people, train and have good staff.
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Bill McKillop
Warwick Star Service Station

I was born 1930, in Stanthorpe, Qld and did my motor mechanics apprenticeship 
with Ford.

I had the opportunity to start my own business; it was the best move I ever 
made.  I got straight up and went for it.

Thought I might as well use my trade, run our own family business and sell 
petrol as well.

I was a qualified A Grade Tradesman, so my son came on as an apprentice 
when he finished school, and he was very, very good. As the years went on and 
I retired, he bought and continued the business.

We provided good personal service.  Not like self-service these days; we had a 
driveway attendant.  You have to have someone with a good personality, who 
gets on well with people, and people came to our business for the good service.  
When a car would pull in, we would check the oil, water, tyre pressure, clean 
the windscreen, have a chat.  Our customers felt that they were important – 
and they were.

In the position that we had, on the corner of Wood and Wallace Streets, 
Warwick, I felt like I was the gateway to South East Queensland and I loved 
welcoming people to town.

Explain to people what you are doing.  Treat them as 
important people and add a bit of extra personalised, old 
fashioned service.
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Tony Prentice
Criterion Hotel

I purchased the Criterion Hotel property, sight unseen in 1999.  Local Hotel 
Broker Hughie Beggs described the property to a tee “Built 1917, large well-
constructed Hotel with much charm in the centre of Warwick.  A lot of potential 
and in need of extensive repairs and refurbishment.”

‘Heritage Listed’ was new to my vocabulary, as I found out when I took the 
plans to Council for approval on the day of settlement.  Heritage approval was 
given in ten days.

The Council were very supportive of everything we did to upgrade and bring 
back the Criterion’s old charm of yesteryear.

You don’t own the Criterion, it owns you.  You are simply entrusted with it and 
after a time you become aware that is has a soul. We are custodians of a hotel 
with 25 rooms, 2 bars and 2 function rooms.

The Criterion was one of the first four hotels built in Warwick in the 1860’s. 
The Allman family had the hotel for 83 years, from 1884 to 1968.

The original hotel was pulled down and rebuilt in 1917.  It had state of the 
art electricity and refrigeration – it was the best of the best.  At that stage, 
Warwick was seen as being the financial centre of the outback.

Between 1968 and 1999 the hotel had 18 licensees.

Everyone who walks over the threshold into the hotel 
leaves race, class and creed at the door. Everyone comes 
in as equals to share a pint of beer and a yarn. We are the 
heartbeat of Warwick.
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Jim Samios
Former owner Belle Vue Café/Samios Mini Mart Warwick

I was born on the 1934 on the Island of Kythira in Greece and came to Australia 
in 1951.  Things were hard.  I was lonely and on my own.

I came to Warwick in 1956 – I wanted to see the town where my father had 
lived.  My Dad had connections in the town, and he had been here in Warwick 
between 1919 and 1929.  Dad (George) owned the Belle Vue Café with his 
two brothers Peter and Theo.  Dad went back to Kythira and got married and 
wanted to come back here, but the war broke out and things changed.

I bought a share in the Belle Vue Café in 1956.  I was young and energetic.  We 
opened at 8am and stayed open until very late.  People would come in after 
the movies at Kings Picture Theatre, for toast and coffee.  I usually went to bed 
around 1.30am.

In the early stages, I joined groups in Warwick and made friends.  I was given a 
job by the Mayor of Warwick to be on the Good Neighbour Council to welcome 
new people to the town.  I have been part of the Lions Club for 40 years, 
Chairman of Skillshare for 30 years, and a JP for 40 years, then I was given the 
honour of the Order of Australia a few years ago.

The secret to a good business is to be honest, do the right 
thing and treat your customers as smart and good people.
You don’t make a profit from the first time a customer 
comes to your shop.  Only if you keep bringing them back, 
that’s how you succeed.
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You have to support the community. You must give back to 
the community – you have to share.
You should use your experience and ideas, work hard and 
draw from your business only what you can afford.
Give good service, look after people, be fair.

John Walsh
Warwick Watchmakers & Jewellers

The original business dates back to Federation and has only had 3 owners 
since 1901.

I bought the business in 1984 and in 1998 we opened another store in the Rose 
City Shopping Centre. 

I have been a watchmaker for 50 years and started my apprenticeship in 
1969.  I learnt many things from my employer, who was a third-generation 
watchmaker, but it was hard, a hard chair, a cold tin lined basic workshop. Now 
my daughter is a second-generation watchmaker, so the trade will go on.

It has taken a lot of hard work to build the business, we carry a lot of stock and 
do work on site.

Technology - social media, Facebook, websites, is a big part of our work, so we 
have to be part of it.  If you want to survive, you have to embrace technology – 
new ways of getting things done.  You can’t live in the past – it does not exist.

We have a good, clean, handy country way of living out here in Warwick.
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Peter Wickham
Wickham Farms

My grandfather owned the first truck in Warwick – C.R. Wickham General 
Carrier.  It was an International, 2 tonne with solid tyres.  It was a big truck in 
those days.  When he talked to a salesman about the new pneumatic tyres, the 
bloke said “Charley, imagine carrying 2 ½ tonne just on air – just a passing fad”.

We all lived at Murray’s Bridge and in 1949 we brought a farm up at The Falls 
(Killarney).

I worked on the farm cutting timber, but in 1962 there was a big credit squeeze.  
It happened overnight.  We came into the mill with a load of wood and were 
told “there’s no money boys”.  We tried all the mills – no luck for 12 months.  
We had to do something, so we cleared some land and started growing spuds.

We grew Sebago spuds and bought an old International truck.  We would bring 
in 60 bags of spuds to town every week.  Sometimes we had too many, so we 
put them on the train to the Brisbane markets.  Then we started to transport 
them ourselves.

Because we could grow the spuds in red soil, we had a niche market and we 
kept growing.  We carted potatoes, meat, parcels and other freight.

Best business to work for is a family business, run by family.  
If it’s coming out of the boss’s pocket, he has been down the 
road, he has seen the pitfalls.
There is great potential to work, start a business – the 
world is open.  The truth is the truth – you can either do 
the job or you can’t.
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