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The Northfield Art Barn is committed to providing a safe and healthy workplace for all our
workers, volunteers and guests. To ensure we have a safe and healthy workplace, The
Northfield Art Barn has developed the following COVID-19 Preparedness Plan in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Volunteers and workers are all responsible for implementing this plan.
Our goal is to mitigate the potential for transmission of COVID-19 in our workplaces and
communities, and that requires full cooperation among our workers and volunteers.

The COVID-19 Preparedness Plan is administered by Kelly Johnson and Abraham Johnson,
Directors of The Northfield Art Barn.  Kelly and Abraham will maintain the overall authority and
responsibility for the plan. However, all volunteers and workers are equally responsible for
supporting, implementing, complying with and providing recommendations to further improve all
aspects of this COVID-19 Preparedness Plan.

The Northfield Art Barn’s COVID-19 Preparedness Plan follows the industry guidance
developed by the state of Minnesota, available at the Stay Safe Minnesota website
(https://staysafe.mn.gov), which is based upon Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) guidelines for COVID-19, Minnesota
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MNOSHA) statutes, rules and standards, and
Minnesota’s relevant and current executive orders.

The Northfield Art Barn has also reviewed and incorporated the industry guidance applicable to
our business provided by the state of Minnesota for the development of this plan, including the
following industry guidance for youth and students programs as provided by the Minnesota
Department of Health.  Other conditions and circumstances included in the industry guidance
and addressed in the plan that are specific to our business have been included in this
preparedness plan.  This plan includes:

● ensuring sick workers, volunteers and guests stay home and prompt identification and
isolation of sick persons;

● social distancing – volunteers, staff and guests must be at least six-feet apart;
● hand washing and mask wearing;
● The Northfield Art Barn protocol for snack and drinks;
● indoor ventilation practices;
● workplace cleaning and disinfection protocol;
● communications and training practices and protocol.

Ensure sick workers, volunteers and guests stay home and
prompt identification and isolation of sick persons
Workers, volunteers and guests have been informed of and encouraged to self-monitor for signs
and symptoms of COVID-19. The following policies and procedures are being implemented to
assess workers’ health status prior to entering the workplace and for workers to report when



they are sick or experiencing symptoms:  Workers, volunteers and guests will conduct a self
health screening according to the MDH’s Visitor and Employee Health Screening Checklist for
non-Health Care Settings each day before entering buildings or engaging with staff, volunteers
or guests.  A copy of this document will be posted in all meeting rooms and on all entrances of
the building.  Parents/Guardians will be asked to conduct this screening for their children, who
participate in Art Barn programming, every day prior to arriving to the premises.

The Northfield Art Barn has implemented leave policies that promote workers and volunteers
staying at home when they are sick, when household members are sick, or when required by a
health care provider to isolate or quarantine themselves or a member of their household.

The Northfield Art Barn has also implemented a policy for informing workers and volunteers if
they have been exposed to a person with COVID-19 at their workplace and requiring them to
quarantine for the required amount of time.  Immediately upon receiving this knowledge Kelly
Johnson and/or Abraham Johnson will inform all workers, volunteers, guests and represented
families of such exposure.

In addition, a policy has been implemented to protect the privacy of workers’ health status and
health information. The Northfield Art Barn will not share the names of persons with COVID-19.
Only that an individual was in close contact with someone who was.

Social distancing – All workers, volunteers and guests must
be at least six-feet apart
Social distancing of at least six feet will be implemented and maintained between all workers,
volunteers and guests throughout all buildings and grounds of The Northfield Art Barn during all
programming and work hours.  Signs promoting social distancing will be posted in all rooms.
Floor markings will be placed on the floor to communicate proper social distancing.  Activities
will take place outside as much as possible.  When weather requires that activities happen
indoors, individuals will be instructed to maintain 6 feet distance between all other individuals.
Art supplies will be distributed prior to the arrival of campers to ensure that no art supplies or
work spaces will be shared.  Between morning and afternoon sessions work spaces will be
disinfected.  Camp registration for each week has been capped at 12 campers in order to
comply with occupancy requirements of our indoor spaces. Signs will be posted throughout our
indoor spaces to communicate flow of movement in and out of indoor spaces to ensure 6-foot
distancing. At the start of each day campers will gather outside on marked locations 6 feet
apart from one another to receive instruction.  If weather will not permit outdoor gathering,
campers will be divided into small groups to receive instruction in our classrooms in compliance
with occupancy guidelines.

Hand washing and mask wearing
Basic infection prevention measures are being implemented at our workplaces at all times.
Workers are instructed to wash their hands for at least 20 seconds with soap and water
frequently throughout the day, but especially at the beginning and end of their shift, prior to any



mealtimes and after using the restroom. All workers, volunteers and guests are required to wash
or sanitize their hands prior to or immediately upon entering the facility. Hand-sanitizer
dispensers (that use sanitizers of greater than 60% alcohol) are at entrances and locations in
the workplace so they can be used for hand hygiene in place of soap and water, as long as
hands are not visibly soiled.  Hand washing stations are provided for workers, volunteers and
guests as well as multiple hand sanitizing stations.

Face coverings are required of all workers, volunteers and guests over the age of 2 years old at
The Northfield Art Barn.  Masks are expected to be worn properly, covering both mouth and
nose.  If an individual is not in possession of a face covering, The Northfield Art Barn will
provide one for them during their time on the premises. Individuals who are not able to comply
with this policy, including those with any medical or other condition that require they not wear a
mask, will be asked to leave the premises of The Northfield Art Barn.

Workers, volunteers and guests are being instructed to cover their mouth and nose with their
sleeve or a tissue when coughing or sneezing, and to avoid touching their face, particularly their
mouth, nose and eyes, with their hands. Workers, volunteers and guests are expected to
dispose of tissues in provided trash receptacles and wash or sanitize their hands immediately
afterward. Respiratory etiquette will be demonstrated on posters and supported by making
tissues and trash receptacles available to all workers and other persons entering the workplace.
These instructions will be provided each day at the beginning of programming.

The Northfield Art Barn protocol for snacks and drinks
Workers, volunteers and guests will be discouraged from sharing water bottles, cups, plates,
utensils, etc. when eating or drinking.  All individuals participating in programming will be asked
to provide their own water bottle or other container for water or other beverages.  Or bottled
water will be provided.  Provided snacks will be individually wrapped.  All individuals will be
discouraged from sharing any food or drink with others. Participants will be allowed to uncover
face masks when eating and/or drinking.  Once finished it is expected that individuals will put
their face mask back on.

The Northfield Art Barn building and ventilation protocol
As often as possible all programming will occur outdoors for all workers, volunteers and guests.
When weather demands programming move indoors ventilation efforts will be put into place in
order to maximize the amount of fresh air being brought into the workplace, air recirculation is
being limited, and ventilation systems are being properly used and maintained. Steps are also
being taken to minimize air flow blowing across people. Windows and exterior doors will remain
open with fans placed next to them in order to move air through the rooms.  Work stations of
individuals will be placed away from direct air flow. Air conditioners will be set up also moving
air into and out of the rooms.

Workplace cleaning and disinfection protocol
Regular practices of cleaning and disinfecting have been implemented, including a schedule for
routine cleaning and disinfecting of work surfaces. Work surfaces will be disinfected before



each program session.  Appropriate and effective cleaning and disinfecting supplies have been
purchased and are available for use in accordance with product labels, safety data sheets and
manufacturer specifications, and are being used with required personal protective equipment for
the product.

Communications and training practices and protocol
This COVID-19 Preparedness Plan was communicated to all workers and volunteers in email
communication at point of hire/agreement and is also available on the Northfield Art Barn
website.  Necessary training is provided. Additional communication and training will be provided
to all workers and volunteers who did not receive the initial training and prior to initial
assignment or reassignment.

Instructions will be communicated to all workers, volunteers and guests about protections and
protocols, including: 1) social distancing protocols and practices; 2) mask policy; 3)
hand-washing practices; 4) disinfecting practices; 5) persons experiencing COVID-like
symptoms are advised not to enter the premises.

The Northfield Art Barn will communicate with families the expectations set forth in this
preparedness plan regarding program participation prior to the beginning of sessions.  We will
communicate that strategies may change if the level of community transmission increases to the
point where programming must be disrupted.  The Northfield Art Barn will communicate CDC
and MDH recommended action steps to families should their child become symptomatic or be
exposed to COVID-19 while participating in programming.
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