
 An Homage to the Modern Relevance of Handmade Ceramics

 The handmaking of ceramics is something that humanity has cherished and cultivated for 
millennia, and it has represented both tradition and innovation throughout human history. At MMClay, 
we seek to continue and honor that tradition by creating unique vessels that last a lifetime. In an effort to 
elucidate the admittedly time-consuming process that allows us to bring art to your table, please enjoy 
this brief description that outlines the journey that each piece takes from creation to completion. 

 Every piece begins its journey as a lump of clay, amorphous and full of potential. We have two 
main methods of making, which represent the first fork in our process. In some cases, we take the clay 
and flatten it out with our slab roller. That pancaked clay is then cut into “rounds” with various diameters, 
which are then placed and molded onto various handmade plaster slump molds.  These molds draw 
moisture out of the clay, and when they are dry enough, we can pop them off the molds, clean up the 
edges, and dry them with weights for one to two days. This process alone can take about a week to 
complete, and the time spent on these early stages is integral to the quality of the finished product. 

 The second “fork” in our making process refers to the famed pottery wheel. Based on the weight 
of the aforementioned lump of clay, we throw different shapes and sizes of cups, bowls, and vases using 
one of our mesmerizing wheels. These fragile and wet vessels are then carefully removed from the wheel 
and gently covered in recycled plastic to slowly dry for about a day or two. Once these thrown vessels 
are “leather hard,” they make their second trip to the wheel, where any excess clay is trimmed off the 
bottom. This allows each handmade cup and bowl to have a satisfyingly light-yet-sturdy weight, which 
adds to the ease with which they fit into your daily routine. Oftentimes, this second trip to the wheel 
is also where we add decorative textures, or our signature thumb indent, which add to the ergonomic 
prowess of each piece. 

 The two forks of making then collide, where every piece endures their first round of firings in our 
electric kiln. This step is one in which we do lose some pieces. These fragile vessels, now “greenware,” 
resemble sandstone. With even a light touch, these pieces can crumble. It is with great care and gentle 
hands that we load each piece into a kiln that will be fired to 1940℉. This is a precarious and necessary 
step in our process, as it is one that allows these unfinished pieces to endure their next step: glazing. 

 Until this point, the unfinished pieces have been in a state of continued fragility. Easily 
manipulated, yes, but also easily destroyed. Once fired for the first time, these pieces can hold their 
own against what will be many sets of experienced hands. With traditional brushes, we brush our hand-
crafted glazes onto each piece - layer by layer. This process also takes a considerable amount of time, as 
each layer of glaze has to dry before the next can be applied. These layers of glaze result in a beautiful 
and complex finish that can only be achieved with time and practice. 

 Once glazed, the pieces are carefully wiped along the rims and feet to expose the clay body 
beneath. After this, they are loaded again into a kiln where they are fired to temperatures hotter than 
that of the inside of a volcano (2300℉). At these extreme temperatures, our handmade glazes melt onto 
the vessels, creating a multitude of beautiful and unique finishes that range from matte to glossy. The 
kiln then cools for about two days, after which it is opened to reveal the (nearly) finished treasures within. 
The final step in each pieces’ journey is to be sanded by hand until soft, so as to protect the surfaces on 
which they will rest in their destined homes. Once this is complete, the pieces are sorted, meticulously 
packed, and sent to the customer. 

 As with any handmade process, we experience a fair amount of loss. With every step outlined 
above, there inlies the possibility of breakage, or “seconding.” Seconding is, unfortunately, the price 
we pay for our unique handmade treasures. It is one of a few reasons why we ask for patience when it 
comes to creating a beautiful set or piece for you. We want you to be happy with what you end up taking 
home, and sometimes it takes a few tries! Time is ultimately the price we pay for beautiful pottery. 

 Many people have told us that our process is antiquated and incongruous with what our modern 
consumer culture demands. But, to them we nod and smile, because we know that what we make at 
MMClay is special, and worth the wait. Thanks to you, and thanks to the beautiful human dedication to 
appreciating tradition and beauty, we know that our process is something that will endure and delight as 
time goes on.  


