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Chapter 12 v.1 - 20, #470 - 489 (end) 
 

18:55:17 AG-Scribe: Namaste! 
18:56:02 Geza & Farah: Namaste all, video shortly 
18:58:40 AG-Scribe: please turn on your cams to start so we can say hello 
19:01:33 Sharon Hinckley: Namaste from La Jolla, CA 
19:03:09 AG-Scribe: Episode 29 Ch. 12 
19:03:44 AG-Scribe: homework #469 
 
19:05:25 AG-Scribe: next step in understanding the Bhagavad Gita 
19:05:42 AG-Scribe: commentary interrupts the continuity of the conversation 
19:06:44 AG-Scribe: in this way with no commentary, we become the third person in the 

conversation, or fourth if you count Sanjaya 
19:07:43 AG-Scribe: any sacred text does have a variety of ways it can be interpreted, 

especially depending on the historical moment and language translation 
19:08:27 AG-Scribe: the Sanskrit keeps the language pure as it was spoken but each acharya 

would emphasise different things 
19:08:46 AG-Scribe: historical "renderings" 
19:08:59 AG-Scribe: appreciate and respect all the great acharyas - different perspectives 
 
19:09:09 JA chants: guru mantras 

Om ajna timirandhasya 
jnananjana shalakaya 
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chakshur unmilitam yena 
tasmai shri guruveh namaha 

 
I bow to the divine guru, who, with the torchlight of knowledge, 

has forced open my eyes that were blinded by the darkness of ignorance. 
 

Om guru brahma guru vishnu 
guru devo maheshvaraha 
guru sakshat para brahma 

tasmai shri guruveh namaha 
 

The guru reveals Brahma, the creator 
The guru reveals Vishnu, the preserver 
The guru reveals Shiva, the destroyer 

The guru reveals the supreme Brahman 
I offer my respects to such a divine guru. 

19:11:36 AG-Scribe: JA can pass this on in a more articulate way in English than mostly 
anyone else. he does not compare with the acharyas who know Sanskrit. but his 
English is so high level 

19:12:07 AG-Scribe: and the reader must understand around 100 Sanskrit words and their fine 
meanings to understand the Bhagavad Gita 

 
19:12:20 AG-Scribe: Ch. 12 devotion, seva 
19:13:21 AG-Scribe: at the point in the conversation -- Arjuna is aware there are two different 

principles that people attach themselves to: one – the utmost in thinking; one - the 
utmost in emotion and feeling.  
2 kinds of yoga: 1 - jnana yoga - analytical discernment between what is and is not 
truly us, and the realm of Brahman compared to matter or prakriti 

19:13:43 AG-Scribe: 2 - bhakti yoga - we have emotions that are taken to their conclusion, 
raise them to a magnitude beyond what is possible in matter. 

19:14:18 AG-Scribe: both schools of yoga lead us out of matter. one to Brahman as a reality -- 
sat = immortal, chitt = fully conscious, ananda = always joyful, and vigraha = the 
forms we experience here are emanating from Brahman. 

19:14:36 AG-Scribe: people who are realizing they are not matter but Brahman are called 
brahmavad = the stage of their realization. sometimes thought of as oneness. when 
you feel the similarity of the atma with Brahman, just visiting here and from Brahman 
== aham brahmasmi 

19:15:24 AG-Scribe: one of the things Bhagavan recommends - become brahmavad. nirvana. 
aham brahmasmi. our atma is an emanation from Brahman 

19:15:50 AG-Scribe: the next step - the things we've been attracted to in prakriti 
19:17:32 AG-Scribe: two different experiences of Brahman 
19:18:01 AG-Scribe: 1st stage – relief, enthusiasm, and excitement of finding out we are not 

matter but the atma, immortal beings, having a temporary experience here within 
matter = Brahman realization 

19:18:18 AG-Scribe: that is the essence of jnana yoga - deciding what we are not within matter 
= neti neti, na iti na iti 
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19:18:47 AG-Scribe: a negative process of finding out what we are not and finding out what 
we are = aham brahmasmi. we are the atma and from Brahman, not from here. our 
atma and our consciousness is not arising from prakriti. 

19:19:41 AG-Scribe: 2nd stage - bhakti - cannot be realized before Brahman is realized. next 
step of Brahman realization. what’s going on within Brahman. not just a place of 
being as an end of itself, but what does our individuality do once we are back in 
Brahman? == the bhakti question! 

19:20:02 AG-Scribe: everything we do here in matter requires an individual to experience it. 
There are the subject, the object, and the place we are experiencing 

19:20:12 AG-Scribe: but all this is temporary. What's permanent?? Brahman, and the atma, 
having emanated from Brahman 

19:20:43 AG-Scribe: for brahmavads they go back to Brahman, merge with it and are no longer 
in pain, illusioned... 

19:21:15 AG-Scribe: but for bhakti you not only enter Brahman, but we are individuals within 
Brahman capable of having a new kind of experience and life not within the confines 
of matter but a new kind of living inside a realm that is completely luminous and 
bright 

19:21:39 AG-Scribe: the Bhagavad Gita explains both of these realities but only leads us toward 
what is going on within Brahman, does not go into detail 

19:21:44 AG-Scribe: Ch. 12 raises this question 
19:22:00 AG-Scribe: luminous realm vs intense individualized activity 
19:22:08 AG-Scribe: question from Arjuna… 
 
19:22:17 AG-Scribe: #470, 471, 472, 473 
19:24:44 AG-Scribe: the very best is to have a relationship of some form of loving intimacy 

with me. but those who approach through Brahman and a complete absorption into 
Brahman and appearing to give up their individuality for the moment - that group also 
comes to me 

19:24:50 AG-Scribe: the two primary schools of thought in vedanta 
19:24:58 AG-Scribe: 1 - blending their atma with Brahman 
19:25:16 AG-Scribe: 2 - those who’ve gone into it and beyond it to an intimate, service, loving 

relationship between their individual self and Bhagavan 
19:25:18 AG-Scribe: they both come to me 
 
19:25:28 AG-Scribe: #474 
19:27:12 AG-Scribe: why is the undifferentiated path more difficult? because everything we've 

been and experienced within prakriti... if we are going to dissolve all that into 
Brahman with none of those distinctions – his quality-less, undifferentiated Brahman 
nature – that is the most difficult to sustain while we are here because we can't be 
here without interacting with all the diversity and individuality. we have to do karma 
yoga while saying none of of this exists as individual reality. That’s the most difficult! 

 
19:27:19 AG-Scribe: #475, 476 
19:27:58 AG-Scribe: the most natural approach to Bhagavan is as the being of Brahman but 

approaching him as an individual, not merging into Him in a way that annihilates 
individuality 

19:28:10 AG-Scribe: but it can feel that way in the flash of awareness of Brahman, so we say 
“aham brahmasmi” 
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19:28:16 AG-Scribe: those who go to Brahman and see Bhagavan when they get there and 
hunger to be in an interactive relationship with Bhagavan, their motto is  

19:28:24 AG-Scribe: “jivera svarupaya niter krishnadas” = the essential nature of the jiva is to 
be in service to Bhagavan 
Jivera = the jiva atma 
Svarupe = their true nature 
Nitya = immortal 
Krishnadas = servant of Bhagavan (Krishna) 

19:28:56 AG-Scribe: service is an active relationship. Becoming the same as is a passive 
relationship 

19:29:18 AG-Scribe: they are both legitimate paths, but the most difficult yoga is denying all 
individual reality while being within matter and staying in that consciousness while in 
matter 

19:29:43 AG-Scribe: so most practitioners of brahmavad leave the regular world, go far away 
and do as little as possible to reduce the dissonance between being here and the 
brahmavad perspective 

19:30:28 AG-Scribe: when Krishna appeared in his childhood and until fully adult, he also had 
a number of purposeful adventures, being trained as a warrior and citizen... that stage 
of Bhagavan’s life is recorded in the Bhagavad Purana/Shrimad Bhagavatam 

19:31:20 AG-Scribe: the rest of the lila – the divine activities done by Krishna Bhagavan – are 
revealed in the Bhagavad Purana, including the relationships with the gopis, which is 
the most sophisticated parallel between the realm of Brahman and prakriti. the most 
featured action is the intimacy between human beings 

19:31:38 AG-Scribe: the experience of intimate loving interaction on all the different levels 
19:32:12 AG-Scribe: parent-child, friendship, intimate, service -- all are at the pinnacle of 

human experiences beyond all other complex experiences 
19:32:44 AG-Scribe: they require another human being, but we can be damaged by our 

experiences within matter so it's easy for us to develop a prejudice against those 
activities from the compromised experiences we've had as humans 

19:33:06 AG-Scribe: in other words, it’s hard to find someone who had all ideal life 
experiences, ideal family, siblings, education, relationships etc. 

19:33:23 AG-Scribe: we've all had experiences that sour our experience of living in matter 
19:33:36 AG-Scribe: what does that do to our faith in personal interaction?? 
19:34:09 AG-Scribe: what does that do to our idea that love could somehow be permanent and 

work for everyone? this is the damage we bring with us that is the inevitable 
concomitant of being in the material world. it prejudices against love, relationship, 
interaction as persons 

19:34:44 AG-Scribe: we bring that to the moment where we’re ready to stop just being in the 
material world and become a yogi. the easiest and first thing to do is to connect to the 
golden, luminous reality of Brahman because it doesn’t seem to be complicated like 
relationships were in the material world. it seems like a vacation from that. we bring 
this prejudice inevitably to the Bhagavad Gita conversation 

19:34:57 AG-Scribe: in fact, the whole family of royals are about to destroy each other on the 
battlefield – case in point!! 

19:35:45 AG-Scribe: Krishna is still saying love and service - seva - are higher than simply 
merging into Brahman and abandoning your individuality because without that 
individuality, this chapter on bhakti yoga means nothing 
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19:35:59 AG-Scribe: this chapter is about you always being a person, always being an 
individual. forever 

19:36:45 AG-Scribe: only the distress of matter prejudiced us to even consider getting rid of 
that and merging into emptiness or light. people who have had ideal lives are not 
trying to wipe it out. They might be too attached to their material life though and 
eventually it will let them down. 

 
19:36:56 AG-Scribe: #475, 476, 477 
19:37:37 AG-Scribe: all the others have disappointed us 
 
19:37:41 AG-Scribe: #478, 479, 480 
19:38:43 AG-Scribe: he’s giving arjuna alternatives. if you can't do that, do that… 
 
19:38:46 AG-Scribe: #481 
19:39:40 AG-Scribe: a whole generation… millions have taken to yoga asana right now. 
19:40:34 AG-Scribe: right here it says asana is not the highest form of yoga. but at least 

hundreds of millions of people have taken to asana yoga and some are doing more - 
mantra, chanting, etc. 

19:41:15 AG-Scribe: the Bhagavad Gita is the user’s manual for all these yogis as soon as they 
are ready for it, but they may think it is another bible telling them what to do, so until 
they are personally ready for direct relationship with Bhagavan then the Bhagavad 
Gita will seem to be a distraction from their yoga. can't say to them you should be 
reading the Bhagavad Gita instead, or also 

19:42:16 AG-Scribe: yoga is diverse and complex and can appear even sectarian, but it is 
appreciative and tolerant and honoring of everyone’s journey 

 
19:42:22 AG-Scribe: #481 
19:43:27 AG-Scribe: we've got to achieve a stage where the pulls of matter are not dominating 

our life. until you reach that stage, you’re still going to find everything difficult. so 
whatever gets you to that stage of shanti XX peace == a lasting, balanced 
contentment without a hunger and compulsion for the objects within matter 

 
19:43:35 AG-Scribe: #482 
19:44:40 AG-Scribe: this is a stage by stage process. we're about to learn the secret of the 

whole thing. but it's not explained completely in the Bhagavad Gita because the 
Bhagavad Gita is focused upon action in this world and yoga being a dynamic duo 
together. 

19:45:28 AG-Scribe: sometimes when Krishna is speaking the Bhagavad Gita he’s called 
“political Krishna.” The Bhagavad Gita is the solution to the times we live in right 
now. the manual for Dharmocracy. balancing our relationship to nature and each 
other. this Bhagavad Gita is not going to take us into the deepest, most ecstatic, 
amazing emotions that one could have in a relationship with Bhagavan 

 
19:45:41 AG-Scribe: Questions? Cams on 

Andrea: talk about a cliff-hanger!!! 
 
19:47:35 Q&A – Abhilash: the nature of individuality is fluid, e.g., in the movie the Shawshank 

redemption, the prisoner up for parole no longer recognizes himself as who he was 
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before... in what sense is our individuality preserved as it’s being constantly shaped by 
our circumstances? 

19:48:41 VASA-Jeffrey Armstrong: please review the meaning of ATMA - this is your 
individuality - not to confuse it with personality 

19:48:41 AG-Scribe: all of that is not our self. everything ever done here is not our self. 
anything we do within matter is not our self. our self is the atma, but we couldn’t 
have done any of those things without the consciousness of the atma and they 
couldn't have given us karma without the atma. the atma - the consciousness - you - 
precedes matter and is animating matter. 

19:49:21 AG-Scribe: it is forgetfulness that is our disease. we have forgotten who we are. an 
immortal, individual being, a bit of Brahman come to prakriti, building another body, 
forgetting 

19:49:35 AG-Scribe: but there is another department keeping track of the jiva atma - dehi no 
smin 

 
#60, Ch.2 v.13 

dehino ’smin yathā dehe kaumāraṁ yauvanaṁ jarā 

tathā dehāntaraprāptir dhīras tatra na muhyati 

Just as a person grows within their deha ‘perishable body’ from childhood to youth to adulthood and 

then to old age, so at the death of the deha, their dehi ‘immortal consciousness’ migrates to another 

deha. One who understands this is not confused by these changes. 

19:49:45 AG-Scribe: Ch. 2 - just as we go from childhood to youth… 
19:49:55 AG-Scribe: we leave this body like changing clothes, but the individual remains 
19:50:06 AG-Scribe: the reclaiming of the individuality is the basis of all forms of yoga 
19:50:11 VASA-Jeffrey Armstrong: from the glossary:  

ATMA: The Sanskrit term for the volitional consciousness that inhabits all individual 
living entities within matter is the atma. The atma cannot die and did not arise from 
matter. It is the invisible, indivisible, individual particle of Brahman existence that at a 
certain point entered into prakriti or the realm of matter, and who will someday leave 
matter behind, having experienced it fully. The goal of all yoga is to resume our 
existence as the atma, which is amritam or immortal. The atma is the atomic particle 
of Brahman effulgence which cannot be destroyed. It is a unity that cannot be cut or 
divided. Just as the one Supreme Reality has many faces, so the countless atmas are 
all facets of Shri Krishna, Bhagavan and are all “aham brahmasmi” or identical in 
nature with Brahman. It is the atma who goes from body to body and who ultimately 
returns to Brahman and may choose to have an intimate, loving relationship with 
Bhagavan Shri Krishna. 

19:50:32 AG-Scribe: in Brahman realization we don't talk about our future activities as an 
individual yet, but we go back to Brahman as an individual. It’s a characteristic of 
Brahman but we forgot 

19:50:45 AG-Scribe: simply saying "I am" doesn't explain you as a doer 
19:51:10 AG-Scribe: the Gita is explaining how reclaiming your identity as Brahman is not 

negating your individuality or that you have been an individual within matter 
19:51:30 AG-Scribe: the understanding of this pulls us out of our misunderstanding of self. 

Yes, aham brahmasmi! and now what!? Don’t stop there. And now what? 
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19:52:09 AG-Scribe: Bhagavan said this at the beginning of the chapter... Some people say that 
just realizing Brahman is the whole thing, so they abandon their individuality and say 
I’m there, I’m Brahman. They do come to him. But those people wanting to continue 
and have a personal relationship with Bhagavan within Brahman -- he likes them even 
better!! 

 
19:53:08 Q&A – Reivin: is “self” the best synonym for atma? what about a person who is just 

sitting doing no action at all? what is self?? 
19:53:33 VASA-Jeffrey Armstrong: Morass: a complicated or confused situation. 
19:53:46 AG-Scribe: self = sylph = a kind of airy-fairy spirit of the wind in the Greek culture. 

self is just a bit of air blowing along with the breeze or blowing out in nature. is self 
synonymous with atma? NO!! 

19:54:15 AG-Scribe: everyone thinks they know what they're talking about when they say I, 
self, soul... but these words don't have real meaning, which is why we need to use the 
Sanskrit 

19:54:27 AG-Scribe: spiritual = spiritus = breathing 
19:54:45 AG-Scribe: doesn't really explain who you are 
19:55:10 AG-Scribe: yes, we have to refine the language until this being we’ve been calling 

self, I, is the aham brahmasmi… only when we're situated as the atma - and that's the 
term we use for the being who is the actor == atma 

19:55:32 AG-Scribe: all these intermediate words confuse the conversation 
19:55:40 AG-Scribe: so point everyone back to the atma! 
19:56:00 AG-Scribe: everything we think we’re saying with these words is really atma 
19:56:11 VASA-Jeffrey Armstrong: do more neti neti - see what you are NOT....it will point 

you to the real self - "atma" 
19:56:15 AG-Scribe: and jnana yoga differentiates between everything else and Brahman and 

the atma. neti neti 
 
19:57:55 Q&A – Julia: v 5 #474 - why is the pursuit of the undifferentiated quality-less 

Brahman the most difficult path? because you have to let go of everything prakriti? 
19:59:10 AG-Scribe: Krishna is talking to us as an individual = vid = veda. Individual is a 

Sanskrit word. Dvi = in the midst of duality. the atma which is immortal, identifying 
as its true being, the coverings of matter it’s wearing. the atma is continuously 
thinking its clothing is it 

19:59:39 AG-Scribe: if you finally realize you've been stuck inside of matter and you realize 
that you are the effulgent being and assert that that’s all you are, you haven’t 
explained why you showed up as an individual all this time and how you can now as 
an individual claim to be something else? You haven’t thrown out the individual, 
you’ve distracted the conversation away from a definition of that individual. 

20:00:01 AG-Scribe: jnana yoga just takes you to Brahman 
20:00:55 AG-Scribe: the being who’s been thinking they've been made of matter now says they 

are not made of matter, aham brahmasmi, but they do not restate their individuality, 
aside from saying “aham brahmasmi” because I’ve been thinking “aham prakriti”. 
That’s a legitimate stage of awakening from the misunderstanding of who we are. But 
we’re still an individual having that realization and therefore we still have to explain 
why as an individual we pursued so many diverse things within matter. How did that 
happen to us if that’s not our true nature? 
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20:01:09 AG-Scribe: Here’s the secret – inside of sunlight, it looks golden when we look at it 
but inside it are the 7 colours of the spectrum 

20:01:34 AG-Scribe: those 7 are inside the white light. even light is not a form of oneness. it's 
got all the colours inside it. violet indigo etc. 

20:02:21 AG-Scribe: those who pull away from identifying with matter are on the way back to 
a relationship with Bhagavan 

20:02:43 AG-Scribe: in bhakti all of this unique reality we’ve been seeing in prakriti actually 
emanates from Brahman and exists there with no duality but that's inconceivable 

20:03:23 AG-Scribe: we don’t need dichotomous existence in order to exist. existence is 
permanent but it’s achintya, we can't think that thought because here everything is the 
opposite of that. here we have no experience of things existing as consciousness. here 
is a world of objects and unconscious reality and that's the norm for us 

20:03:30 AG-Scribe: in Brahman our identity is the atma 
20:03:36 AG-Scribe: the bhakti question is, what’s next? 
20:04:00 AG-Scribe: next we go within Brahman and enter into relationship with all the entities 

and reality there, but that relationship is no longer dichotomous, dualistic, made of 
matter… there is no death, no downside 

20:04:14 AG-Scribe: it looks like we're throwing away individuality to get away from matter 
20:04:33 AG-Scribe: but who's saying that? who’s saying I am Brahman? the atma, and the 

atma is still an individual and forms a relationship with Bhagavan 
 
20:05:00 AG-Scribe: … now the meaning of bhakti 
20:05:03 AG-Scribe: #481 
20:05:43 AG-Scribe: contentment = no compulsive need for anything material 
 
20:05:46 AG-Scribe: #482, 483 
20:06:30 AG-Scribe: PRIYA 
20:06:39 AG-Scribe: key word - occurs 6 times in the chapter 
20:07:00 AG-Scribe: but the reason for that is not explained in the Gita 
 
20:07:02 AG-Scribe: #484 
20:07:23 AG-Scribe: priya 
 
20:07:27 AG-Scribe: #485 
20:07:57 AG-Scribe: priya 
20:08:07 AG-Scribe: I adore such beings 
20:08:16 AG-Scribe: why are we having love talk? 
20:08:40 AG-Scribe: adore means to love someone with your mouth. to be deeply in an 

emotional state of interacting with them. 
20:08:50 AG-Scribe: he is not asking us to give up an emotional state of interaction 
20:08:55 AG-Scribe: priya means ... 
20:09:01 AG-Scribe: the English word free comes from Sanskrit priya 
20:09:04 AG-Scribe: secret here!! 
20:09:10 AG-Scribe: "if you love someone set them free" 
20:09:33 AG-Scribe: priya = free = free is an echo in English describing moksha 
20:09:59 AG-Scribe: one of the closest words to describe moksha is priya. Moksha means 

you're no longer bound to matter, when you no longer expect a result or things to 
come back to you from matter 
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20:10:34 AG-Scribe: that person is priya to Me. that person is lovable. Bhagavan doesn't want 
them to merge with him, to merge into his light or beingness. He’s speaking as a 
person. I’m madly in love with them! He wants them to be a person 

20:10:51 AG-Scribe: in English love comes from Sanskrit lobha = greedy – because we don’t 
know who we are and we are insatiably driven by unconscious impulses 

20:11:03 AG-Scribe: what if our desire to be intimate with another being is our intrinsic nature 
as Brahman? This is what Krishna is saying.  

20:11:14 AG-Scribe: He’s saying if you do those things, I find you attractive. I want to have a 
date, I want to go do something with you. 

20:11:46 AG-Scribe: as soon as you’re no longer stuck inside of matter, you become attractive 
to Me in a loving romantic way. If you become those things and become detached 
from matter in that way, Bhagavan is saying, I want a date with you! I find you a 
turn-on. He’s saying, I become hot for you. I become priya for you. I become attracted 
to you. 

20:11:56 AG-Scribe: and we’re saying, how could Bhagavan, the source of everything, the one 
of such immense qualities I can’t even imagine them – how could you be falling for 
me????? 

20:12:22 AG-Scribe: that is exactly what priya is! one of the most intimate love words. in a 
state of moksha, I am falling in love with you because you've gotten rid of all your 
bad habits 

20:13:02 AG-Scribe: what if someone you knew had all these bad habits, addictions etc. but as 
they give those up the atma within starts to become visible and then you want more 
interaction with them. you want a relationship with them now as they drop the bad 
habits. 

20:13:14 AG-Scribe: Bhagavan says this 6 times in this chapter. he keeps saying it! 
 
20:13:21 AG-Scribe: #486 
20:13:41 AG-Scribe: priya 
20:13:59 AG-Scribe: they make me hungry to love them more! More! 
20:14:37 AG-Scribe: and we're so used to thinking that the ultimate being is some dangerous, 

massive, unapproachable giant who’s isolated and can’t have a relationship with 
anyone else, that the giant is too giant and isolated and can’t have a relationship. this 
is the depiction of the deity in Christianity, Islam and Judaism 

20:14:56 AG-Scribe: what if someone said I want to have sex with Jesus?? not okay 
20:15:23 AG-Scribe: everything we call sex, but without matter getting in the way. includes 

intimacy and seva - service 
20:15:33 AG-Scribe: He's telling us what gets in the way of us being attractive to him 
20:16:00 AG-Scribe: he doesn't get his pleasure from being all powerful. he is saying I get my 

pleasure from loving you. you become adorable to me. I want to be with you. I want 
to spend time with you. It's why asana and breathing are not enough. 

20:16:24 AG-Scribe: going to natural state or fading into darkness, emptiness or light and no 
longer being an individual? Why would this be an improvement? at least there's some 
beauty and pleasure in matter. 

20:16:38 AG-Scribe: what if the ultimate in beauty said, “Hi I’m falling in love with you??” 
20:16:45 AG-Scribe: you’d be surprised! I thought you were a bully and control freak 
 
20:16:56 AG-Scribe: #487, 488 
20:17:31 AG-Scribe: priya 

http://www.gitacomesalive.com/


10 | Page 

www.GitaComesAlive.com – Class #29 

20:17:41 AG-Scribe: #489 
20:17:45 AG-Scribe: priya 
 
20:18:23 AG-Scribe: this word is exactly what this chapter is all about 
20:18:44 AG-Scribe: it’s in 6 verses, starting with #483 – Ch. 12 verses 14, 15, 16, 17, 19 & 20 
 
20:18:52 Sharon Hinckley: “If you can meet with triumph and disasters 
20:19:45 Sharon Hinckley: and treat those two imposters just the same” 

~ Rudyard Kipling - must have been familiar with the Gita 
20:20:12 Abhilash Nambiar: Rudyard Kipling was born in India 
20:22:09 Abhilash Nambiar: If is my favorite poem too 
20:22:21 Abhilash Nambiar: One of my reasons to like English culture 
 
20:18:52 AG-Scribe: no other word is used and emphasized like this.  
20:18:55 AG-Scribe: we should definitely be asking what is priya???  
20:19:33 AG-Scribe: This is the conversation that explains why we were in love with beauty in 

this world, and why the culmination of beauty in this world is each other. unless this 
is explained you haven't been given the full truth, if it’s been explained that no you 
never get to have that again 

20:19:58 AG-Scribe: if it's not explained then all the love and motivation you've had in matter 
has been false and wrong, it’s all negated. It sounds like we’ve been wrong all along. 

20:20:24 AG-Scribe: why wouldn't I want to go to relationship with the ultimate?? only 
because I think I’m a loser in matter and I think I will get hurt yet again. Only because 
I think that if I love, if I have that experience of seva, of priya, that it will hurt me 
again. 

20:20:54 AG-Scribe: Bhagavan is asking for the very thing we are running away from in matter, 
or we would still be embracing it. Even if it's working for a while, it dies and leaves 
us, or we die. Even if we had a perfect life, that life would leave us.  

20:21:32 AG-Scribe: But how does that perfect life come from us? It doesn’t. What is the 
source of us and our life? Bhagavan. What does he want? Priya, bhakti, intimacy with 
us.  

20:21:38 AG-Scribe: Yes, with tiny little me!! Where we forget how big we are, no size or 
power differential, like tiny and huge animals loving each other, like a giant lion 
running to embrace the human that raised it. You think he’s going to be dinner, 
instead he’s beloved. This world has bitten us so much when we try to experience 
love that we reject it. But Bhagavan is telling us how he’s falling in love with US by 
being priya! 

20:21:47 AG-Scribe: we think it shouldn’t be 
20:22:41 AG-Scribe: we have been hurt by life and love in this world so we reject it 
20:22:54 AG-Scribe: the priya verses 
20:22:55 AG-Scribe: #483, 484, 485, 486, 488, 489 
20:25:42 AG-Scribe: Bhagavan is talking to each one of us. this is the cure - to know that we 

are Brahman, yes, on the way to our ultimate possibility 
20:26:14 AG-Scribe: when do we have to develop a relationship with Bhagavan? It’s not 

mandatory 
20:27:00 AG-Scribe: just pull back a little from matter and look the other way. I am falling in 

love with you. I want to be with you. this is achintya! 
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20:27:29 AG-Scribe: most people think they can only love one person, or they don't even love 
a person and love their dog or cat. nothing wrong with it, but can you aim a little 
higher? 

20:27:36 AG-Scribe: if you die while kissing your dog you come back as a dog 
20:28:09 AG-Scribe: change accounts. stop being so invested in prakriti. switch accounts and 

be invested in Bhagavan. Don’t have to give up matter, just stop being attached to it. 
Don't give up your whole life; you need a life in order to be here.  

20:28:23 AG-Scribe: do both. deal with matter but don't be lost in it 
20:28:34 AG-Scribe: and then you're attractive to Bhagavan. then you’re priya. you’re free! 
20:28:51 AG-Scribe: going to Brahman only is also priya, but you'll get with Bhagavan later. 
20:29:22 AG-Scribe: no one says don't go to Brahman. Bhagavan recommends it highly, but if 

you want you can do one extra thing right now. the more you pull back from that 
attachment to prakriti, Bhagavan finds YOU attractive. Unthinkable! 

20:29:33 AG-Scribe: in the Bhagavad Purana this is the prelude to a dance, the rasa dance 
20:30:09 AG-Scribe: we all look like young ladies, and the ultimate young lover comes out of 

the forest and we are all dressed up the best we could, and we’ve been hungry for 
eons. its our hunger that's driving the whole show 

20:30:28 AG-Scribe: even when you're old you still want to do something amazing. that doesn't 
go away. Bhagavan is turned on by that! 

20:32:29 AG-Scribe: Bhagavan wants us to be distracted by matter, turn and become priya. we 
now look like the most beautiful being he’s ever seen, and he can't resist. this is the 
secret of bhakti 

20:33:20 AG-Scribe: Krishna = the most attractive being. When we stop chasing shadows and 
turn toward Bhagavan, he considers that MORE attractive. we are being in Radha’s 
school of bhakti then. we are becoming gopis so beautiful and attractive that 
Bhagavan wants to go dancing with us and can't resist. 

20:33:26 AG-Scribe: we become priya 
20:33:41 AG-Scribe: at that moment we are priya, and Bhagavan considering us priya frees us 

of all those doubts and limitations 
20:33:44 Andrea: AMAZING!!!! 
20:34:23 AG-Scribe: may you become priya to Bhagavan Shri Krishna and come into the 

company of Shri Radhika and all the divines and beauties for which this world is a 
tasting party. pursue that beautiful taste into immortality 

 
20:34:37 AG-Scribe: questions - cams on 
20:36:25 Q&A – Allan: from #482 on - this turning to Bhagavan - some really high bars 

Bhagavan sets to become priya to him. For example, one who does not “hate” 
anyone, “always,” etc. 

20:36:34 AG-Scribe: gopi bhartur dasa dasa dasanu das  
20:36:53 AG-Scribe: the symptom of one who becomes truly aware of our highest possibility 

desires to become the servant of the servant of the servant of the gopis 
20:37:25 AG-Scribe: the incredulity built into your question is natural because it is our natural 

humility, we are a tiny jiva atma, and the world has gone to great lengths to make us 
feel insignificant 

20:37:46 AG-Scribe: but that's not true for Bhagavan. Bhagavan finds us priya, as soon as we 
stop being trapped within matter and turn his way 

20:37:55 AG-Scribe: it takes a long time to be ready for this moment 
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20:38:32 AG-Scribe: all these priyas together are asking to be explained. Bhagavan is hinting 
and saying this is what I want to say – I’m really in love with you – but I won't 
because you will be overwhelmed!! 

20:38:52 AG-Scribe: what if Bhagavan is waiting to tell us how much we’re really loved and 
how much we can be loved. what if we run away from it out of fear? 

20:39:03 AG-Scribe: this is how a bhakti yogi interacts with the world 
20:39:53 AG-Scribe: great paradox. you might be a warrior by your svadharma and your 

svadharma is to fight and kill people, but your emotions are so deep and profound 
that if the person surrenders you turn on a dime and talk love talk 

20:40:11 AG-Scribe: the paradox is so great that it’s hard to accept all this and many lifetimes 
of low self esteem 

20:40:56 AG-Scribe: I give my love to everyone else. I don't expect them to give back because I 
have Bhagavan, and I can give everyone love and respect and compassion and caring 
because Bhagavan does. 

20:41:12 AG-Scribe: this is who we really are. beloveds. lovable. divine. priya 
20:41:36 AG-Scribe: we become more and more priya the more we turn in Bhagavan’s 

direction. Our great doubt is we will be alone and abandoned in the darkness of 
prakriti and no one really cares 

 
20:42:34 Comment – Manjunath: thank you, so beautiful, one of the best classes he has ever 

attended. the culmination of all we have been learning so far. thank you so much. 
filling him with so much joy and gratitude for how beautifully you explain this. 
namaste 

20:42:59 AG-Scribe: gopi bhartur dasa dasa dasanu dasa 
20:43:03 AG-Scribe: thank you for your words, they fill him with joy too 
20:43:30 AG-Scribe: he's just sharing what his guru shared with him 
20:43:51 AG-Scribe: and Prabhupada just cried too. How do you talk about the possibility that 

Bhagavan is offering without crying?? 
20:44:20 AG-Scribe: to explain – you are so adorable! Bhagavan loves all of us more than we 

can comprehend, more than we know, more than we will allow. we are afraid it 
would destroy us. we are afraid that being that vulnerable again will simply destroy us 

20:44:28 AG-Scribe: that it will leave us unable to do anything but leave us in a puddle of tears 
20:44:48 AG-Scribe: how can I go into my corporate work, see all my coworkers and start to 

cry at how beautiful they are?! how can we stand this? How can I manage this bhakti 
part? so we put it off 

20:44:57 AG-Scribe: and there is no hurry. but why would you wait? it's the ultimate 
contradiction. It couldn’t possibly be, and yet it is. It’s the final message of the 
Bhagavad Gita and the Vedas. 

20:45:35 AG-Scribe: Bhagavan just told us he’s madly in love with us and wants to spend the 
rest of eternity with us, dancing in each other’s arms. We have no idea what’s next, 
but let’s invent it together, Bhagavan says 

20:45:44 AG-Scribe: really???? can I really be hearing this? 
20:46:02 AG-Scribe: there’s so much evidence against this, yet when the right person tells me 

this, I cry. I don’t believe it; I see it, I feel it. We ARE it. And then, in that moment, 
when we say… 

20:46:27 AG-Scribe: om namo bhagavate vasudevaya 
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20:46:54 AG-Scribe: we’re not speaking to something distant. we're putting our arms around 
our beloved. there is no gap. the mystery of bhakti and of the true guru is that they 
show us there is no gap between our self and what is most beloved and most dear 

20:47:04 AG-Scribe: when you become that, you now sustain that with your every breath 
20:47:17 AG-Scribe: you go back every moment the world isn’t pulling on you, like you would 

with your beloved. As soon as the world isn’t forcing you elsewhere, you come back.  
 
20:49:13 Q&A – Aaron: from #482 to end... all the "one who" verses of people who are priya? 

is there a hidden meaning in this, does this refer to specific people or paths or 
personalities? 

20:50:22 AG-Scribe: This is why he gave us so many alternatives. The question at the 
beginning of the chapter really was, do the people who pursue the light of Brahman 
abandon love forever and never find it again? Or do they find you? Bhagavan’s reply 
is that everyone who hungers to come in Bhagavan’s direction becomes attractive to 
Him through this path or that path, this way or that way, starting in this place or that 
place. They’re all saying the same thing, they just don’t know how to say it, and I’m 
not holding that against them. All of them become priya. Each step they take in that 
mood, eventually they become priya. 

20:51:11 AG-Scribe: The secret is, Paramatma within our hearts is on this journey with us, on 
the hridaya - the couch of Hari where Shri and Hari are sitting. He and She are sitting 
on our heart, the feminine and masculine - they are a mystery of great magnitude. 
between them all the beauty exists, and this is the deepest mystery of bhakti. 

20:51:29 AG-Scribe: we're getting the basics of this in the Bhagavad Gita, but we don't get the 
whole picture, we're not quite ready for it yet. This chapter transports us for a 
moment to the ultimate conclusion.  

20:51:45 AG-Scribe: When he says this yoga is most priya to me but so is this and this and this, 
all the different types and options are all on the path to loving him 
But then he adds if you actually understand, if you want… like an awkward junior 
high school boy asking a pretty girl to dance. He talks around it and then shyly asks, 
would you like to dance? the gopi doesn't approach Krishna directly. 
The world removes all of our sweetness and shyness, takes away our innocence 
temporarily. This conversation brings it back and says oh look they are all beautiful 
and priya to me. It you do this or take a step in my direction...  
Bhakti is shy. It starts with all the basic stuff you can talk about but then at the final 
stage…, 

20:53:48 AG-Scribe: gopi bhartur dasa dasa dasanu dasa 
A true, soft-hearted atma says I’m not a gopi, I introduce myself slowly. I’m a servant 
of the servant of the servant of a gopi. The final stage of knowing – there is no 
shortage of love, there is an abundance, the supply is not going to run out, the supply 
is unlimited. 

20:55:11 AG-Scribe: if you do one little thing in my direction, I can't resist you. you are priya 
and I want to free you. I can't resist you, but I so respect your individuality I will 
never take away your freedom. It has to be by attraction, not by coercion or 
conversion. We cannot teach Vedic knowledge that way. We can only wait as long as 
we have to and only show by our personal example. How else are people to know?  

20:56:18 AG-Scribe: it’s the opposite of the hall of mirrors of the material world where 
everyone has a plan to get our money or somehow come out on top. In bhakti, 
everyone has a plan to serve Bhagavan in every possible way and wants to serve 
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Bhagavan and knows the outcome will be just what it should be. It’s way beyond 
faith. It’s direct experience that goes beyond the ecstasy that we tasted here once and 
can’t forget. 

20:56:45 AG-Scribe: we taste love once. once is enough. don't forget it. Why would you? 
Because you can’t keep it? Just keep it 

20:57:04 AG-Scribe: don’t ask, what have I got? Ask, how can I share what I’ve tasted with 
others? How can I share that beauty with others? Eventually that attitude of service 
will direct your life. 

 
20:58:42 Q&A – Zubin: “if you can't do this, do this” ... is this talking to the atmas in different 

stages in their evolution who can do or are drawn to certain things? 
20:59:15 AG-Scribe: we're on a very long journey and the only reasonable conclusion is that 

first we decided to go on that journey 
21:00:56 AG-Scribe: if we have the amazing courage and spirit of being and hunger to get to 

the bottom of the mystery that is the whole universe and beyond – do you see that it 
is that that Bhagavan is in love with in us? us not settling for less. not quitting 
because we know we've seen it. Bhagavan is reminding us to look and see it. stop 
seeing each other the wrong way. look at each other with knowing and understand - 
you’re an atma too - all these amazing atmas are on this amazing journey, look at 
them all. I am so fortunate! and now I’m not afraid anymore. now I know what I’m 
seeking. 

21:01:45 AG-Scribe: the part that makes Bhagavan feel so priya is that he always sees us as we 
really are, only WE forget. no matter what we do, Bhagavan sees us as we really are. 
and it’s just a continuous waking up 

21:01:57 JA chants: 
Om hari haraya namaha 
krishna yadavayah namaha 

yadavaya madhavaya keshavaya namaha 
gopala govinda ram shri madhu sudhan 
giridari gopinatha mahadhana mohan 

21:02:50 AG-Scribe: you will sing in the ecstasy of your knowing and loving and that will make 
you priya to Bhagavan and you will finally never forget again 

21:03:03 AG-Scribe: Always remember, never forget. What helps you remember do that. What 
makes you forget, don't do that 

21:03:10 AG-Scribe: Jai Bhagavan Jai Shri krishna 
 
21:03:15 Andrea: Jai Guru 
21:03:41 Sharon Hinckley: Thank you 
21:04:19 Sharon Hinckley: Haha - if forgetting names is the key, I have been Enlightened for a 

long time :-) 
21:04:27 AG-Scribe: lol 
 
21:04:51 AG-Scribe: there’s no such thing as love without free will. priya is what Bhagavan is 

offering us. we are free to choose priya 
 
21:04:52 Reivin Johnson: I just refrain from associating with anyone and let ppl come to me 

when Krishna sends them. Hermit life 
21:05:10 Sharon Hinckley: Good night. 
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21:05:25 Marissa CRAIG: So beautiful. Thank you Jeffreyji 
21:05:48 Amy Armstrong: Thank you 
21:05:53 Amy Armstrong: Love you 
21:06:38 Andrea AW: namaste!  I hope Jeffrey’s hand heals!  xo 
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