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The circle, a classic quilt form 
whose appeal has endured over 
the centuries, is a versatile form 
that can be rendered in a whole 
range of fascinating iterations.  
This class will explore three 
versions of this classic form and 
will offer multiple avenues for 
exploring them.  We will start with 
a new version of the classic 
String Fan Circle, paper pieced 
from multiple strips of fabric.  The 
close juxtaposition of color and 
pattern in this version offers the 
opportunity to experiment with 
your favorite fabrics with fabulous 
results. The circles can be set in 
a square set or using optional 
hexagonal shoulders. The second 
is a Swirly Circle, which involves 
curved piecing (don’t be scared).  
Eight curved sections come 
together into an elegant whole 
with great movement and focus.  
The third is a Checkerboard 
Circle, paper pieced from 
constructed strip sets.  All of these 
circles can be combined into one 
quilt or used separately.  A larger 
version of the string fan and the 
checkerboard will also be provided 
for students who want to 
experiment with scale in their 
compositions.  Patterns and 
instructions will be provided.  

 



Techniques used:  Students will employ basic paper piecing techniques for two of the 
blocks.  Curved piecing will be employed for the third block, and students will learn how to 
bring multiple points together smoothly. Tips on combining color and pattern will be offered 
throughout the workshop to build color competence and confidence 

Skill Level:  This class is appropriate for confident quilters at an advanced beginner or higher 
skill level.  The quilt involves basic paper piecing and curved piecing.  Prior experience with 
these techniques is helpful but absolutely not required. 

Materials List: 

Equipment:  Please bring your sewing machine in good working order, rotary cutter and mat, 
24-inch ruler and basic sewing supplies.  Paper scissors are helpful for cutting the paper 
patterns. 

Fabric:  It is always difficult for me to recommend amounts of 
fabric since my inclination is to overpack to allow for lots of 
choices in making these blocks.  However, here are some 
guidelines: 

String Circles:  The samples I’ve been working on include a 
wide variety of fabrics.  Two strips of fabric 1 ¾ inches wide 
times the width of fabric is all that is needed to construct a 
quarter circle.  Two fat quarters will make 6 quarter circles if 
the strips are cut slightly more narrowly at 1 ½ inches wide. I 
love using stripes in these String Circles.  The stripes lend a 
special quality of motion to the design.  

Swirly Circles:  This version 
lends itself to fabrics with high 
contrast.  Solids are great, as 
are directional fabrics.  Two 
width-of-fabric quarter yards 
should make multiple circles.  
The possibilities are endless.  

Checkerboard Circles:  1/3 to 
½ yard of 2 contrasting fabrics 
should be sufficient to make 
two circles.  The optical effect of 
these circles is quite literally 
mesmerizing, so bringing ample 

options will allow for experimentation with lots of contrasting 
fabrics.  This is most suitable for solids and blenders, but you 
can get great results with prints, so let your mind wander a bit 
when choosing these fabrics. 


