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This class is all about playing with colors 
and color stories.  Color play is how I’ve 
learned most of what I know about 
color.  How do colors play on the eye, 
depending on how you arrange them 
and what your decision variables are?  
Are you arranging the colors based on 
high contrast?  Based on low contrast?  
Based on a gradaLon from one color 
family to another?  How does the 
background color affect how the color is 
perceived?  What happens when you 
interrupt the color story?  The diamond 
shape is merely infrastructure for 
building your own color story.   

This parLcular example is a color story 
about gradaLons.  Some of the 
gradaLons represent value steps from 
one shade to another on a color 
progression.  Light blue to dark blue.  
Red to purple.  Others are more fanciful, 
with a progression from green to pink. 

Fabric for your diamonds: 
The sample quilt uses sixty different solids, in one-eighth yard selvage to selvage cuts of each 
color. If you want to follow this sample you’ll need to choose your gradaLons and get your 1/8 
yard of six gradaLons of ten.  If you want to devise your own color story, you’ll need that 
equivalent of whatever  colors you decide to work with.  I’m currently working on a design with 
just ten colors.  If you want to focus on just ten colors, you’ll need about ¾ yards of each color. 

Fabric for your background:  
The sample uses two yards of Kona Snow and two yards of Kona Ash. I like to have some 
variaLon in my background colors, even if very slight, to add a liZle dimension to the quilt.  I 
chose to pull the background through the colors in a narrow strip to interrupt the color 
progression.  You could also use four yards of a single background fabric. 

In addiLon to your fabric, you will need a sewing machine in good working order, basic sewing 
supplies, thread, ruler, rotary cuZer and cu\ng mat.   

Skill Level:  This class is suitable for most skill levels.  The class involves basic foundaLon paper piecing.  
Some experience with paper piecing is helpful but not required. 

Prepara:on before class:  Students can precut their strips for the class if desired.  The sample was 
made with two 1 ¾ inch strips each of sixty different colors.  
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