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About the Designer
Haley is the owner of Knit-O-Matic, a knitting 
& crochet shop in Toronto Canada. She 
designs all kinds of projects with her clients in 
mind. She can be found at knitomatic.com, or 
info@knitomatic.com.

Janice Market Bag 
Pattern by Haley Waxberg

Skills
Cast on, Knit, Purl, pick up stitches, cast 
off.

Materials
° Berroco Origami (50g/90m): 3 skeins
° 4mm-16” or 24” circular needles
° 4.5mm-16” or 24” circular needles
° 4mm crochet hook (optional, for       

picking up sts)
° Small stitch holder or scrap yarn
° Scrap yarn for provisional cast 
° Darning needle (straight is easier)
° 4 Buttons: 3/4” wide
° Sewing needle & thread (in colours 

matching yarn and buttons)

Gauge
19 stitches & 25 rows = 4”/10xm in 
stocking stitch on larger needles

Notes
This bag is knit from the bottom up in a very simple lace stitch. The base is a 
rectangle knit in stocking stitch, the sides are picked up, and then the body is 
worked up. 
The yarn used, Berroco Origami, is very slippery and the ends must be sewn 
down with a thread & needle to ensure they don't escape. 
When you need to start a new ball, loosely tie the new strand on, leaving a 
minimum 4”/10cm tail each strand.  Later, undo the knot, weave in the ends and 
sew them down. Once an end is sewn down you can trim it.  Detailed instructions

Directions
Base
With larger needles and scrap yarn, provisionally cast on 36 sts. 
R1: knit
R2: purl
Repeat the last 2 rows until piece measures 4”/10cm from first row (not including 
the scrap yarn), ending after a knit row.

Body
With knit side facing, pick up and knit 24 sts along the short edge of the rectangle 
(use crochet hook if you like, it make a nice edge). One stitch at a time, remove 
the scrap yarn and place the stitches on smaller needles; knit these sts onto the 
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larger needle. Pick up and knit 24 sts along the short edge. (120 sts). Place 
marker and start working in the round. 
Knit 3 rounds. 
R1: *yo, k2tog; repeat from * to end of round. 
R2: Knit.
Repeat R1 & 2 until lace measures approximately 8” unstretched. Change to 
smaller needles.
R1: *K1, P1; repeat from * to end of round. 
Repeat R1 until ribbing measures approximately 1”/2.5cm. Work 23 sts in rib. 

Strap
Working in established rib, cast off 37 sts, work 23 sts, cast off 37 sts, work 23 sts. 
Place the first group of 23 sts  (not attached to the working yarn) on a stitch holder 
or scrap yarn. 
On stitches that are attached to working yarn, work back and forth in established 
rib until strip measures approximately 13”/33cm.
*R1: Work 5 sts in pattern, YO (loosely), K2tog, work 12 sts in pattern, YO, K2tog, 
work to end.
R2-8: work in pattern to end.**
Repeat from * to **  3 more times. Knit another 6 rows in pattern. 
Cast off in stitch pattern (not loosely). 
Slip sts on holder onto smaller needles. With outside facing, work back and forth 
in pattern stitch for 3”/7.5cm. Cast off.

Finishing
Sew 2 buttons on shorter 3” strap, approximately 2.5” from the cast off edge 
(approx 17th stitch down),  and  aligned with the button holes on the longer strap 
(approximately the 3rd knit stitch from the outside edge, not including the wonky 
looking edge stitch). Sew other 2 buttons 3/4” from cast off edge (approx 6th stitch 
down), alined with other buttons. 
Weave in ends and sew them down with sewing thread (Berroco Origami is very 
slippery & won't stay in place otherwise).  
Ends in the Strap section can be woven into the ribs either horizontally or 
vertically, whatever looks best and hides the end.  
In the lace section, don't bother trying to weave the ends in. Undo the knot joining 
the two strands, cross them over each other and sew them down on top of 
another stitch. Trim the ends and continue to sew over the fraying. A dab of fabric 
glue can also be used to tame the stubs if they problematic or you are feeling 
especially perfectionistic.

Special Techniques
Provisional Cast On
A 'provisional cast on” is when you cast 
on with scrap yarn, which can later be 
removed and leave live stitches. The 
easiest provisional cast-on is  a crochet 
cast-on, because it is very simple to 
remove:
stitchdiva.com/tutorials/knitting/provision
al-cast-on

Picking Up Stitches
Stitches can be picked up with a knitting 
needle or a crochet hook, but a hook is 
preferable because it is easier and 
creates a tidy seam:
With a Crochet Hook: 
cdesigns-
isr.com/knit/Crochet_tutorial1.pdf 

With Knitting Needles:
www.stitchdiva.com/tutorials/knitting/pick
ing-up-stitches   

Abbreviations
K Knit 
K2tog Knit 2 sts together (at same 

time)
P Purl
R Row or round
St/s Stitch/es
YO Yarn Over: bring yarn to 

front between needle, drape 
yarn over right needle, proceed 
with next instruction.
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