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Task 1
Meaning ‘darling’ or ‘favovrite: cuggects Card'd’ - almost as if he ‘clicec’ through the
Macbeth ic bravery'e favourite; he epifomises . crowds of coldiers; cpeake to hic skill as a
bravery; o, he is the cervant of courage; a cwordsman and his unending ambition fo get
follower of covrage.  "Ttee.. what he wants.
Unseam'd him' — The fivct | Like Valour’s minion, carv’d out his passage, Fixed hic head opon

f . Till he fac’d the slave; our boftlements' -
reference i the play to Which ne’er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him Shakespeare demonstrates
clothes. Macdonwald’e . . ’ ’ ,
Sloak’ of falee loyalty ic - -+ Till h;.e, unsgam’d him from the nave to the chops, 1. .Aere not orté/ /Macéerfhc
c.'m < oy 7 ¢ And fix’d his head upon our battlements.----!""""* apparent view of Traitors
ripped away from him, . , ; and hic desire to make an
cuggecting Macbeth'e apparent commitment Nave to the chops’ - Macbeth cote example of them. but ales
to the king and hic loyalty to the crown. This Macdonwald from his belly button forechadowe Macbethe
phrase alco demonctrates the brutality of to his neck. This is a brufal and own downfall ot the end
Macbeth'e actions, and hic strength as a warrior.  disturbing image and demonstrates of the play at the hande

It is almost a¢ if dectroying Macdonwald was as Macbeth’s blosdthirsty actions and of Macdoft

eagy as unseaming a garment. unabached violence.

Task 2

Ve (@)
Al // \\,,o Ogg¢°
— A

He is strong He is violent He is angry

The middle icon best reprecents the Captain'c opinion of Macbeth. In his cpeech, the Captain falke about how

Macbeth defeated the opposition — it is almost ac if the opposing army ctands no chance against Macbeths

‘brandiched steel’ which is vsed to ‘carve out hic pascage’ through hic foes. This ic reflected in thic icon, as it chows

& person cowering under the power of Macbeth.
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Task 3

Fear thy nature' - (ady Macbeth ic worried Shakespeares use of this metaphor cuggests that

Macbeth is too kind, by nature, to do what che Macbeth might be thovght of a¢ a brave warrior, but he

believee neede to be done. also hae a sence of compascion and kindnese that (ady
. Macbeth does ot believe will serve Macbeth — or their

The nearect way’ - the ambitions - well.

easiest’ way. To Lady

Macbeth, the ancwer ic vet do | fe a.l: thy nature; . Milk of homan kindness’
clear: they wust ki the Kivg | 1t js too full o’ th milk of human kindness -+****" - care and compassion
to get what they want. To catch the hearest way. Thou wouldst be great; for others. Milk’ suggects
..--Art not without ambition, but without gentleness, but ‘milk’ ic
Art wot without .-+~ | The illness should attend it. also norturing o young
ambition’ - CAa(y Macbeth L . babies/ animale -
acknowledges Machethe ) o ) Shakespeare ic perhaps
smbition. The iscve for her Tliness’ - by ‘illngcs, Shakespeare means cuggesting (ady Macheth
however, ic that she does wickednecs’ (ady Macheth does not believe believee Macbeth ic tso
not belleve his i emough Macbeth is lacking in the spirit needed to go kind and compascionate
to get what che thinke is through with comething cuch as the murder and wot ruthlece enough.

righttully hic - the crown. of King Doncas.

Task 4

2P X

]

He is worried He is indecisive He is ambitious

The middle icon best represents (ady Macbethe opinion of Macbeth. She knows he ic ambitiovs, and knows he has

been a qo00d warrior, but is vnsure of his ability to act upon his decires and ambition — che fears he ic too ‘kind’

to catch the nearest way. This icon, chowing a person weighing up two things, could reprecent the two sides of

Macbeth and (ady Macbethe uncertainty about his willingnecs to go ahead and kill the king.
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Task 1

Definition
Cruel and harch government or rufe.

tyranny

Visual representation
Macbeth ic willing to call for the murder of innocent

people, including children, to maintain hic hold on

power: Macduff commente how vnder Macheth'

leaderchip, ‘new widows howl, new orphans cry, implying Authoritarian rulere who opprecs their people.

his kingship is tamted by death and dectruction. Examples of fictional rulers/Figures that spread

In Act 3, Seene 4, Macbeth mentions how he keepe | Eyranny include Voldemort in Harry Potfer, President

a ‘cervant fee’d’ in Macduffe household in order Show in The Hunger Games, Napoleon. in Animal

to spy for him. The fact that Macbeth has eyes Farm. Examples of real people who are ascociated with
everywhere impliec no one can hide from him. tyranny inclode Adolf Hiter and Bewnits Mussolini.
Links to Macheth

Examples

Task 2

Your answer might include the following:

Reagons ac to why ruling through fear is an effective way of keeping people under control: people only do what

they are told because they are afraid of being hurt or killed: they are worried their loved onee might be hort:

they are powerlese and might be less likely to rice up againct their leader.

Reasons ac to why ruling through fear is ineffective: people will eventually rice up against pain and cuffering

becavce they have had enough of living the way they do, fear can breed recictance.
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DAYRS

Task 1

This grid is presented without the ‘definition/ explanation’ column which has already been given to you.

Daemonolsgie Many of the views presented about witcheraft appear to be rooted in thic text, particolarly
ag it described witch triale that took place in Scotland, on the chorec of the Firth of
Forth. The ideas of magic, the supernatural and witcheraft thread through the entire plot
of Macbeth. Many of the ‘king becoming graces’ deccribed by Maleolm in Act 4, Seene 3
are rooted in the words of Daemonologie, which was written by King James VI/L

Two-fold ball and | In Act 4 Scene 3, the final apparition shown to Macbeth by the three witchee is a fine
treble sceptre of ghoctly kings, come of which carry ‘two-fold ball and treble cceptre’ Thic is an allusion
to King James himself who wag believed to be a direct deccendent of Banquo, inheriting
the crown of Scotland and uniting it with the crown of England as part of Banguo'e final

prophecy.

The Gunpowder One of the mescages of the play is, arquably, that the reign of the monarchy ic absolute,
Plot and anyone who challenges it — like the plottere — will be puniched. The men involved in
the Gunpowder Plot were put to death for their actions, much like Macbeth and (ady
Macbeth’s lives end as punichment for their own plot: Shakespeare ic warning others away
from doing the came.

Bacilibon Doron It is likely King James VI/T caw Macbeth at least once. Both King Doncan, Malcolm and
Edward the Confescor are presented as holding many of the qualitiec which King James
VI/T arqued in Basilikon Doron should be poscessed by a king.

Shipwreck The ‘chipwrecking storms and diveful thonders break’ in Act 1, Seene 2, and the pilot,
wrecked as homeward he did come’ in Act 1, Seene 3 both act as a Shakespearean nod
towards the existence and power of witches and witchcraft: The references act ac a
chorthand for the avdience to recognise these characters and their power.
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Task 1

1. Read the following information on the etymology (word origin) of the word ‘divine’ and highlight
the important points:

‘Late 14c., “pertaining to, of the nature, or proceeding from God or a god; addressed to God”, from Old French
divin, devin (12c.), from Latin divinus “of a god,” from divus “of or belonging to a god, inspired, prophetic.”

The phrase divine right, indicating one conferred by or based on ordinance of God, is from c. 1600.’
divine
of or like God

2. Write your own definition of the word ‘divine’:
Something that is God-like. Something that comes from or related to God.

3. Turnthe word ‘divine’ into an image:
E.g., an image of a cross.

4. Use the word ‘divine’ in a sentence of your own:
He wished for divine aid to help him.

5. List other words that link to the term ‘divine’:
Godly, holy, spiritual, celestial.

Task 2

1. Read the extract and highlight the three things that help you understand the idea of the divine
right of kings:

‘Obedience is the principal virtue of all virtues. ...
God ordained that in families and households the
wife should be obedient unto her husband, the
children unto their parents, the servants unto their
masters, but also, when mankind increased ... his
Holy Word did constitute and ordain in cities and
countries governors and rulers, unto whom the
people should be obedient. ... [In] St Paul’s Epistle to
the Romans, the thirteenth chapter, he writes thus:
“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers,
for there is no power but of God, and the powers
that be are ordained of God. And they that resist
shall receive to themselves damnation.” ... It is most
evident that kings, queens and other princes ... are
ordained of God, are to be obeyed and honoured by
their subjects; that such subjects as are disobedient
or rebellious against their princes disobey God.’
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2. Now explain what the divine right of kings is in your own words.

The divine right of kinge if the idea that a king or queen is in charge because they have been chocen by God to be

the monarch. Tt is the belief that a king or queen is only ancwerable fo God and nothing or no-one elce on Earth.

A crime against the monarch is, by extension, a crime against God.

3. How does the idea of the divine right of kings connect to Macbeth?

The divine right of kings, ac an idea, ic precent in Macbeth’ becavse Macbeth defiec it. By killing Duncan and

manipulating the cituation to become king himself Macbeth has not been divinely chosen. He has wot only

committed a crime against Duncan but a crime against God as well. Perhape thie is why hic rufe ic defined by it

brutality; nothing, not even the death of hic enemies can keep him in hic position as king becavse he has no right

to be there. He does not chare the came divine fouch as Edward the Confescor in England. Instead, he spends

his time trying to cling to comething that ion't his. At the end of the play, when Macbeth is killed, Shakespeare ic

sending hic audiences a warning that the divine right cannot be challenged: wrongs will afways be righted. In thic

case, Malcolm is crowned at the end of the play and order is restored.
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Task 1

Shakespeares comprescion of time in Macheth serves as a powerful metaphor for the rapidity with which a human

soul can be corrvpted and the cwiftness of humanitye fall info moral decay. By condensing cignificant evente

and character transformations into o brief span, Shakespeare emphasices the vulnerability of individuale to the

corvupting influence of vnchecked ambition and the allure of power. Macbeth's descent from a lsyal and honourable

warrior to a fyrannical morderer occurs in a matter of days, highlighting the fragility of the human spirit in the

face of ambition and moral compromice. This comprecsed timeline further demonctrates the tragedy of Macbeth's

rapid moral deterioration and the broader commentary on the potential for swift and catastrophic societal decay

when individuale abandon their ethical principles in purcuit of perconal gain. It is a clear and stark warning to

Shakespeares audience.

Task 2
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MACBETH: Come what come may,Time and the hour runs through the roughest day (Act 1, Scene 3)

Shakespeare underscores the unrelenting nature of time, emphagising its relentless progrescion regardless of
circumstances. Eccentially, he ic saying here that fime will continue marching onwards, even on the foughest of
dayg with fheV/'faéi//?fy.

Macbeth’e attitvde towarde time appearc fatalictic and accepting of fafe, cuggesting that he is resigned fo facing
whatever challenges come hic way.

MACBETH: But here, upon this bank and shoal of time,/ We’d jump the life to come (Act 1, Scene 7)

Shakespeare conveye the idea that time ic a boundary or threshold that separafec the present from the afferlife
or the ‘life to come’

Macbeth’e attitvde towarde time in thic quotation ic that he would overlsok the long-term moral consequencee (cuch
ag the fate of his soul in the afferlife) of his present actions in exchange for immediate power and ambition.

MACBETH: Away, and mock the time with fairest show (Act 1, Scene 7)
Shakespeare suggests that time can be deceived or manipulated through outward appearances and deception.

Macbeth’s attitvde fowarde time here reflects hic willingnese to engage in deceit and manipulation to achieve hic
ambitions. He ic willing to put on a falce front fo deceive others, even if it means subverting the natvral covrse of
evenfs.

This quotation foreshadowe Macheth'e growing propensity (a natvral tendency) for deceit and manipulation as he
becomes increasingly consumed by hic ambition, leading to a tragic cpiral of actions and consequences.

MACBETH: Had I but died an hour before this chance,/ I had lived a blessed time (Act 2, Scene 3)
Shakespeare highlighte the profound impact of time on Macbeth'c moral and emotional state. Macbeth'e statement
reveals that a single hour has brovght about a drastic change in hic perception of hic own life.

Macbeth’e attitvde fowarde time in thic quotation reflects hic deep reqret and remorce. He believee that if he had
died juct one hour earlier, he would have considered his life to have been blecced, indicating that he recognicec the
grave consequences of hic recent actions, particlarly the murder of King Duvncan.

This quotation chows the irreversible nature of Machethe choices and forechadows hic tragic descent into quilt and
madnecs as he grapples with the moral and peychological burdene of hic ambition and treachery.

MACBETH: Time, thou anticipatest my dread exploits (Act 4, Scene 1)
Shakespeare portrays time as a force that seems fo predict or anticipate Machethc ominous actions. Macbeth
believes that time ic ahead of him, indicating a cense of inevitability and predectination in the unfolding events.

Macbeth’s attitvde towarde time in thic quotation reflects hic growing parancia and anxiety. fHe cees time as a
harbinger of his own dark deeds. Macbeth recognises, in thic moment, the self-destructive path he is on.

This quotation highlights the psycholsgical toll of Macheth'e unchecked ambition. He feele ac though time itcelf
ic congpiring against him, intencifying hic internal turmoil and contributing to hic mental descent and growing
desperation.
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MACBETH: | have almost forgot the taste of fears; The time has been, my senses would have cool’d/ To
hear a night-shriek. (Act 5, Act 5)

Shakespeare suggests that time can erode onec capacity to feel fear or emotional sencitivity. Macbeth reflecte
on how he has become desenciticed to fear over time, indicating that the pacscage of time has hardened him
emotionally.

Macbeth’e attitvde towarde time in thic quotation reveale his transformation into a hardened and ruthless
individual. fHe acknowledges that he has changed over time and lost the ability to be affected by horrifying events
which would have once chaken him.

Thic quotation demonctrates how the pascage of fime has contributed to hic moral decay and emstional
detachment, ultimately leading to hic isolation and downfall.
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Task 1

There is no right answer for this activity. Each interpretation could be correct as all are rooted within the text.
Remember, examiners will look out for multiple interpretations of ideas, so try and learn all three of these
interpretations. However, you may have something that looks like this:

1. All these interpretations are valid because they are rooted within the text. Which of these
interpretations do you agree with the most? Explain the reasoning behind your choice:

I agree with interpretation B the most: Although we cee Duncan’s generosity in the play throvgh the way he grante

Macbeth the title of Thane of Cawdsr, we very rarely cee him being truly virtvous. We are always told abovt thece

qualitiec through comeone else which placec the audience at a dictance from thic aspect of hic character. We do,

however, cee hic incompetence and the fact that he ic not a ctrong king. The fact he has to ask What blsody man

ic that? He can report..The newect state’ at the beginning of Act 1, Seene 2 chows us he has no handle on the

battle that ragec in hic country. The fact he alco has very [ittle to say and othere dominate the scene through the

extent to which they cpeak would imply he hac weaknessee that have very much made themselves known at this

point-

2. Now consider what someone else might argue. Why might they disagree with your reasoning and
what would they say instead?

Another percon might argue interpretation A as being the idea they agree with the most: Duncane character, in

come ways, acts as Macbethe opposite. At the beginning, audiences are presented with a figure of virtvocity co

that they realice the extent of Macbeth'e depravity when he comes ts murder the King. Shakespeare could alco be

amplifying thece particular qualities in Duncan to highlight fo audiences that o qood can exist in thic harch and

brutal world he ic creating. All aspecte of qood will be wiped out, particvlarly under the oppressive and cavage regime
of the Macbeths.
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Task 2

1. In Act 1, Seene 3, Duncan
cays of the previous Thane of
Cawdor that he was ‘a gentleman
on whom [he] built an abeslote
trust. Thic foreshadows Doncan'e
ineffectiveness; omne would think he
would demonctrate caution becauce
of thic betrayal, but he will coon
fall foul of this truct once more
when Macbeth utilices it in order to
murder him.

2.1n Act 1, Seene 6, Duncan claime
that Macbeth'e castle ‘hath a
pleasant ceat’ He blindly walke into
danger, bliccbully vnaware of the
evil that awaits him. Once again,
hic lack of caution allowe him to be
eas’/‘/y mam‘pu/atez/.

3. In Act 1, Seene 2 Macbeth saye
of Duncan that ‘his virtves/ Will
plead like angels..” .In Act 4, Seene
3, Macduff tells Maleolm, Thy
royal father/ Was a most sainted
king." This goodnese and virtue ic not
comething audiences witness in the
play, at least not to the extent that
it ic deceribed here, and as cuch,

we cannot relate to Duncan ac thic
kind of character, having only been.
made privy to hic weaknesses.
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DAYRS

Task 1
Act 1, Scene 2 Act 1, Scene 5 Act 1, Scene 7

The injured Captain tells Duncan of Lady Macbeth calls on spirits to enable Lady Macbeth states that she would kill

Macbeth’s prowess on the battlefield her to ensure Macbeth goes through her own child if she promised to do so,
. . J with the murder of King Duncan so Macbeth must now go through with
He unseamed him from .

) P . the plot to murder the king
the nave to th’chope, ° . .
and fixed his head ) o

upon our battlements’

Shows how violent Macbeth
ic but alco how he ucec that

vislence as a cort of trophy, Act 2, Scene 1
and as a warning to others. Macbeth hallucinates a dagger,
Act 3, Scene 3 dripping with blood, pointing the way
Act 3, Scene 4 Banquo is murdered; Fleance escapes towards King Duncan’s bedchamber "

Banquo’s bloody ghost appears to °
Macbeth at a banquet.

Act 3, Scene 4 D AthSce.ne2

Macbeth realises that his crimes mean Macbeth returns, having murdered the
he must continue on his path of Act 5, Scene 1 king

destruction and heis trapped inacycle  Lady Macbeth, whilst sleepwalking,

of violence tries to wash blood from her hands
L] [ ]

Act 4, Scene 2 Act 5, Scene 8
Lady Macduff and her son are Macduff enters, holding Macbeth’s
murdered head aloft
Scene Quotation Significance

Act1, Zm;(y Macbeth: Fill me, from | Direst’ic a superlative; che wants to be the cruellest percon around.
ScenesS | the crown to the toe top-full/ | This is a cignificant moment, ac she ic asking fo be transformed to
of direct cruelty. promote violence.

Act 1, T would, while it was emiling in | (ady Macbeth compares Macbeth'c promise o kill the King to herself,
Scene 7 my face/ have plock'd my nipple | committing infanticide. That she is willing to g0 to such lengthe

From his bonelece qums/ and in the purcuit of the crown demonstrates her deep-rosted, violent
dashid the braing out, had I so | tendencies.

sworn as you/ have dore to this!
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Act 2, And on thy blade and The dagger is now covered in blood, evoking the ctate it will be in,
Scene 1l | dudgeon goutc of blood,/ post-regicide. That the dagger is covered with blood is indicative of
which was not co before. the brutality of King Duncan'c murder.

Act 2, These hangman'e hands’ Macbeth compares his hande to those of a ‘hangman’ - in other

Scene 2 words, a percon employed to carry out executions. This ic a powerful
image, perhaps hinting at the further morders that will occur at his
hands later in the play.

Act 3, Diec. Fleance eccapes.’ This brief stage direction is chocking fo the audience: Macbeth has

Scene 3 had Banquo murdered, who had previously beew a close ally. Were it
not for the botched efforte of the murderere, Fleance - an innocent
child - would, tos, be dead, demonctrating that Macbeth will mete ovt
vislence indefinitely it ceems, if it means he can cecure hic crown.

Act 3, Never chake thy gory locks Banguo's hair ic matted with blood which makes them gory. This ic

Scene4 | at me’ cuggestive of the brufality and violence of Banquoc murder - indeed,

(1) we know that hic body ic now in a difch, with ‘twenty frenched
gashes on his head'

Act 3, T aum in blood/ ctepp'd in Here, Shakespeare explorec the cheer volume of Machethe vislence -

Scened | ¢ far that chould T wade he has killed so many people that, now, there ic no furning back and

(2) no more,/ returning were as | he is recigned to continve his campaign of murder.

tedious as g0 oer.’

Act 4, He has killed me, mother’ Arguably the moct vpsetting moments of violence in the play, here,

Scene 2 Young Macduff (‘Sor’ in some editiong) ic bratally slain. This is his
first and last appearance - he really ic removed from the action of
the play and hic death ic unnecescarily violent, demonctrating just
how far Macbeth is willing to go in hic panic to retain hic crown.

Act 5, Qut, damned spot! out, T Lady Macbeth cleepwalks, imagining the night of King Duncan’e

Scenel | cay!/’ murder. Just as Macbeth was worried he would be unable to wash
the blsod from hic hands, now the came fate befalle hic wite. The
blood here represents the metaphorical quilt che carries from her
part in the viclence of the play.

Act 5, Re-enter Macduff with The violence in the play comes full circle at thic moment. Macbeth,

Scene8 | Macbeth'c head’ at the play’c opening, ‘fixed [the] head’ of a traitor on the cactle

walle as a warning to anyone elce who dared to challenge the
Seottich throme. Here, Macbeth is treated in the came way by
Macduff - a villain and a. traitor to be made an example of
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DAYRR

Task 1

In Act 3, Macbeth has Banguo
murdered. We are told that Banqus has
‘twenty trenched gaches on hic head
The murderer has Banquo's blood on

his face. Blood here mirrore the extent
Macbeth will g0 to to maintain hic

grip on power; anyone ¢ a threat even
former allies. ’

When Macheth murdere Duncan, blosd
represents quilt. (ady Macbeth cays, A
little water clears us of thic deed’ She

disregarde quilt as something that can

eagily be washed away.

Blood will have blood’ - Macbeth'e
words sugqest that once blood is cpilled,
& never-ending cycle of violence will
commence. Brutality leads o further
brutality. Perhape blood reprecents an
inability 1o eccape cavagery once one i
consumed by it.

The motif
of blood in
Macbeth

Blood appears on the manifectation

of the dagger that leade Macbeth fo
Duncan'e chambere. Ac he followe thie
vision, Macbeth saye ‘on thy blade and
dudgeon, gouts of blosd,/ Which was
not <o before’ cuggesting blood here ic
indicative of the heinous act of regicide
he is about to commit

In Act 5, Scene 1, (ady Macbeth
becomes incredibly dictrecsed at a spot
of blsod on her hand. The blsod is not
there but ic instead a manifestation of
the quilt that plagues her. Her inability
to scrub it off (Dut, doammed r,bot/j
mirvors her inability to escape the
consequences of her actions.

Task 2
ACT ONE ACTTWO ACT THREE ACT FOUR ACT FIVE
5 times 14 times 10 times 10 times 7 times
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1. What do you notice about the frequency of these words as the play progresses?

The frequency of words begine to increase ag the play progrescec. Act I1 ic perhaps the act where violence

dominates the most. Acts II, III and IV is when most violence takee place. Acts I and I/ are cimilar in ferms of

how many times blood is mentioned or referred fo.

2. What might the frequency of these words tell us about ideas of blood and violence in the play?

Act IT ic clearly a blsody act with the murder of Duncan. Although these words decreace slightly in Act IIT

and IV, we can tell that thic ic where the majority of Macheth's violence takes place. Act |/'c use of thece worde

decreages <ignificantly, mirroring how Macbeth ic finally challenged by those with the power fo ctop him. Macbeth

commits the ulfimate act of vislence in Act I to seize the crown. Once he has become king, his rule is dominated

by bloodched.

Task 3
ACT 1: ‘We but teach/ Bloody instructions’

At Lady Macbeth’s insictence, Macbeth plans to kill Duncan. Tt is thic moment which ‘cets the stage for all future

acte of violence.

ACT 2: ‘This most bloody piece of work’

Act 2 ic where Macbeth translates his plan to commit regicide into action. The murder of Duncam ic unnatural. He ic

& good maw; he chould not be a. victim of such horrific violence. Blood is mentioned many times in thic act, indicating

the cavagery that takec place in Macbethe castle. Not only is Duncan killed but the ‘curfeited qrooms, too.

ACT 3: ‘Blood will have blood’

Duncaric death alone ic not enough to secure Machethc kingship. Macbeth is in charge of hic own actions by thic

point and commands for Banquo, his former ally, and Banquo'c son Fleance to be killed. Although Fleance eccapec

from the aftempt on hic life, Banquo is killed and Macbeth realices that the incecsant and continuous spilling of

blood ic the only way fo concolidate his power. Macbeth'e conctant lust for blood forechadows hic own end.

ACT 4: ‘Bleed, bleed poor country’
By thic act, Macbeth has ectablished an authoritarian regime and anyone who questions it or challenges Macbeth

ic killed. Seotland ic a country in turmoil and chaos. There is co much bloodshed that it ic like the country itself is

bleeding, such ic the suffering that che endurec. There ic a cense of hopelessness and decpair under Macbeth’e rufe.
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DAYRS

Task 1

Shakespeares father was poscibly
a recvsant Catholic, who may
have krnown come of the men

involved in the Gunpowder Plot.
However, thic ic not a decisive
fact: Decpite this, it is apparent
that Shakespeare wae trying to
dictance himself from the plot,
and curry favour with King James
ac a result.

Holinched'e Chroniclee does write
about the hictoric figure of
Macbeth, but it was not publiched
until the 1520¢/1580¢. This means
that ite veracity historically ic not
cerfain. Shakespeare alco changed
a great deal of confent of the
ctoriec told by Holinched.

King Jamee VI/I did write often
on the consolidation of power and
the importance of the continued
Joining of the crowns of England
and Seotland. Shakespeare alludes
to it several times, including with
the reference to ‘twofsld balle
and treble sceptres’ carried by the
fourth apparition generated by
the witchec.

Hictorically, it is thought that
Banguo was more heavily involved
with the murder of King Duncan

and waen't the innocent and
unknowing bystander he ic
presented ag in the play. However,
arquably Shakespeare’e kinder
presentation of Banquo is because
it was believed that King James

VI/T was a divect descendent of

his.

(59Q|ND

AND FIX

Shakespeare was heavily
influenced already by the reign of
King Jamee VI/L: there ic a lst of

evidence throvghout the play of
King Jamec’ beliefe and writings.

Whilct the witches do entertain/
terrify the masces, they also
encapevlate many confemporary
beliefe about witcheraft, including
those held by King James VI/L

We do not know what
Shakespeares viewe on Edward
the Confessor were, explicitly.
However, King Jamee VI/T was
also thought to have the Kinge
Touch: The holiness and piety of
Edward is reflected in King James
VI

Whilst it ic believed King
Christian did attend the fret,
private performance of the chow
for King James VI/T in 1606,
in fact the Seottich battle with
the Norwegiang is hictorically
accurate — althovgh this did
occur after the hictorical period
in which Macbeth lived. The war
between Scotlond and /(/orway
lasted for four years, from 1262~
1266.
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Task 2

Your answers may include some of the following ideas:
1. What argument is put forward about the importance of Shakespeare? Summarise the key ideas.

The main arqument is that in wafching, reading or studying Shakespeare, we befter underctand ourselves because

we see ourcelvec reflected in what we see or read, and this ic why Shakespeare ic ctifl refevant today.

2. How far do you agree with this argument about Macbheth? Why?

Agree with the argument: So many storiec are beloved because they help us understand ourcelvec and our fellow

humane. In turn, many Shakespeare playe have inspived other texts (cuch ac Hamlet’ ingpiring The Lion King), and

to that end if we can see ourcelves in storiec like that, Shakespeare’e stories muct still be reflevant today. It doesn’t

matter how old the play is, there ic a universality fo human experience.

Dicagree with the argument: Reqardless, it is 400 years old. Shakespeare could not even imagine what cociety would

be like today, <o could not have writfen the play with ve specifically in mind.
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DAYELR

Task 1

There is no right answer to this opinion-based question. However, you may have considered some of the
following ideas:

1. In one colour, highlight what you think is the most important line in Lady Macheth’s speech and
explain your choice in the space below.

I think ‘unsex me here' ic the most important line in thic extract. It shows the extent of (ady Macbeths ambition

because it shows her desive to rid herself of her femininity which che believes ic an obstacle to achieving her

desirec. IF che ic ctripping hercelf of thece feminine qualitiec and inctincts, it means che accociates macculinity

with ctrength, ruthlescness and decisiveness. Perhape Lady Macbeth is aware of societal limitations around women,

reflecting the patriarchal society of which they are a part of.

2. In another colour, highlight what you think is the least important line in Lady Macbeth’s speech.
Explain your choice in the space below.

I think come fo my womans breacts,/ and toke my milk for gall’ ic the least important line. We already know that

(ady Macbeth has asked To be filled with crvelfy. IF anything, thic line hag just been added for emphacsic, playing

on imagery of maternal characteristics. Cruelly is not comething we would ascociate with mothers and replacing

milk for gall’ic alco an inversion of maternal instinct:

Task 2

(ady Macbeth uses an imperative, revealing how demanding she ic.
Perhape it shows an element of desperation too. She needs the aid
of the cupernatural to get what she wante. (ike Macbeth, che i
agsociated with the supernatural in her firet appearance on ctage.
The avdience, therefore, are distrusting of her.

LADY MACBETH: Come, you spirits/ That tend on [nortal thoughts, unsex me here

(Lady Macheth acks cpirits to make her " ' A reflection of the patriarchal society that (ady
murderous, resilient and free from quilt or pity. Macbeth lives in. Commanding the <piritc to ‘unsex’ her
Che is aware of her own limitations and <o has chowe she ic willing to be stripped of her femininity in
to call for acsictance from a higher power in order to become the ctrong, devious figure che needs to
order to aid her in getting what che wants. be to g0 through with the murder of Duncan.
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Awother imperative chowing (ady Macbethc commanding nature.

LADY MACBETH: ...take my mil]< for gall, you murd’ring ministers

Milk ic acsociated with innocence and purity. It ic a symbol of
nourishment and custenance. The fact (ady Macbeth would
remove this from herself completely in exchange for 9all, a bitter
liguid-like bile, chows she cannot novrich and sustain. Instead of
giving life, che ic preparing to take it away.

Audiencee see (ady Macbeth call for darknese as
Macbeth does in Act 1, Seene 4. (ady Macbeth acks for
darkness, wrapped in the dark smokes of hell co that no
one can witnecs the d'eet/s' che i¢ about to commit.

LADY MACBETH: Come, thick nigh't / And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell/ That my
keen knlfe see not the wound it makes,/ Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark

.
......
.....
cee,
.....
....
LIS

Perhaps Lady Macbeth wiches for the knife itself to Lady Macbeth does not want heaven to
not cee the wound it makes, but covld this alco be read cee what she i¢ planning or doing. This

a¢ Lady Macbeth hercelf not wanting to see what chec might imply that there ic ctill come cort
doing? IF she does not see herself committing these of morality lingering within (ady Macbeth,
actions, che can maintain her innocence (and ignorance) for che ic still concerned with God'e
having not ceen these evil deede actually carried out. Judgement of her.
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DAYEEY

Task 1

TASK THREE: DEBATE IT

‘Regicide is the worst crime a person can commit’. To what extent do you agree? Answer in full sentences.
Extension: Would your answer be different if you lived in Jacobean society? Why?

I disagree with thic statement, becavse I believe that the killing of a king is no more cerious or severe than the
killing of any other person. It ic a terrible crime becausce somebody dies, but I would arque that all morders are
equal. However, I think my answer would be different if I lived in Jacobean society, becavse the belief system at
that time put the king at the very pinnacle of the Great Chain of Being: cociely taught, and believed, that the

king was God'c representative on earth and thus killing the king was the worst thing a percon could possibly do.

TASK FOUR: USE IT TASK FIVE: LINKIT

Can you use the following words in a sentence? Explain in full sentences how the noun ‘regicide’ links
regicide to Macbeth. Discuss characters and events in your
regicidal explanation.

1. When the king was murdered, it was ruled to be Much of Macbeth’ linke to regicide. Macbeth commite
regicide. regicide to fake the crown for himself and in doing co

hi¢ actions lead to hic later downfall. Indeed, Macbeth
2. The man who wanted to kifl the king was regicidal. | i€ mu# dered too, by Macduff, in what is arguably alcs
a regicide. This reflects the long and blosdy hictory of
the deaths of Scottich kinge at the hands of those who
wished to usurp them.

Task 2

2. How do the witches’ prophecies contribute to Macbeth’s willingness to commit regicide? How does
his ambition drive him to fulfil the witches’ prophecies?

Macbeth i initially chocked by the witches’ propheciec — he firct quectione how he could be Thane of Cawdor,

before cubsequently being awarded thic title by Rocs on behalf of the king. In turn, thic gives an ambitiovs

Macbeth thoughte of regicide when he ponders killing the king to fulfil hic final prophecy. Arquably, without the

influence of the witches, Macbeth may never have considered committing regicide.
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3. How does the act of regicide transform Macbeth’s character throughout the play? How does it
affect his relationship to others, and how does it affect how he feels about himself?

Macbeth'’s act of regicide transforme him into a paranoid character. He quickly begine not fo trust hic friend,

Banguo. He calle for the brutal murder of many innocent characters, including Duncaw'e quards, Banguo, Banguo'e

con Fleance [thouyh Fleance erca,ber}, and Lady Macduff and her con, all to cecure his crown. e ic not catisfied

a¢ king whilst his crown ic not cecurely hic, and he fears that regicide will be committed vpon him in turn.

4. How is Lady Macbeth involved in influencing Macbeth’s decision to commit regicide? How does she
manipulate him to go through with the murder?

Lady Macbeth ic highly ambitious both for herself and for Macbeth. She inflvencec and manipulates Macbeth

by calling info question hic bravery and masculinity, and decides the plan for the regicide in order fo encourage

Macbeth to cee the fack as eacy despite itc magnitude and ramifications.

5. How does the act of regicide mark the beginning of Macbeth’s downfall? How do his guilt and
paranoia following the crime lead to his ultimate demise?

Macbeth grows steadily more distant from others following the regicide. He immediately acts ovt affer killing

Duncan, and murdere Duncan’e quards o try and cover his tracks — a clear marker of hic emerging quilt: This ic

the start of steadily eccalating crimes, driven on by hic paranoia, and culminating in the murder of the innocent

family of Macduff
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DAYERY

Task 1

2. Each new morn/ New widows howl/ New orphans cry’ — Death ic commonplace under Macheth'e tyrannical
rule and murder is an everyday occorvence. Each morning, children are left without parents, wives without
their husbands. In an aftempt to maintain power, Macbeth has chunned afl sence of value for human life and
kille without remorce.

3. This tyrant, whose cole name blictere our tongues’ — This gives the impression that Macbeth has become so
foul through hic authoritarian leadership that to even mention hic name causes pain and suffering.

4. e hath not touck’d you yet’— The inclusion of the word ‘yet’ would imply here that under tyrannical leadership,
everyone is affected. It is an inevitability that Macduff will be made o cuffer at come point; it is not a question
of “if) it is a quection of ‘when. OF cource, Macduff does not kmow at thic point that his family have already
been slaughtered under Macbeth’s instruction.

Task 2

1. Look like the innocent flower,/ But be the cerpent
under't’

This moment ic perhaps one of the firct where we cee
that Macbeth could be capable of becoming a tyrant. In
taking instructions from his wife, (aa{y Macbeth, we cee
Macbeth ‘trained’ in the ways of duplicity and corruption.
Hie fakery remains throughout much of the remainder of
the play and allsws him to commit further morder under
the quide of a loyal and ctrong king.

\/

2. Qur fears in Banquo/ Stick deep’

This moment contributes to Machethe fall to tyranny
becavse it reveals hic paranoia and belief that no one

can be tructed, not even former friende and allies. It

also exposes Macbeth'e greed, for he ic not willing for the
erown to pacs To anyone who ic not of his lineage. Banquo
does wot pose a real threat to Macbeth at thic point and
yet Macbeth completely fears him. It is thic fear that
drives hic bloody actions throughout the rest of the play.

Y

4. ‘Tt will have blood, they cay, blood will have blood.

Macbeth musee on the idea that now blood has been
cpilled, the only way to maintain power ic to spill even
more. Violence ic a never-ending cycle once it begins. The
fact Macbeth has come to realice thic cuggests that he is
willing to commit further acts of bloodshed now that he ic
part of such a cycle.

A

3. ‘The castle of Macduff I will surprice;/ Seize upon Fife; give to
th edge o' th’ cword/ Hic wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souvlc/
That trace him in bic line.

Macbeth ic already displaging tyrannical tendencies by thic point,
though thic moment, arguably, ic the point where hic ctatus as
an avthoritarian rufer is fully consolidated. Macbeth ic willing to
commit pedicide (the killing of children) in order to maintain hic
grip on power. Although he ordered Fleance’ death, this is the
firt time he will be cucceseful in such an act. The fact he fargete
otherc who ‘trace [Macduff] in hic lin€’ic alco disturbing. People
have become fargefc because of their ascociations, which means
no one is cafe in Macbeth'e Scotland.
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DAYEEY

Task 1

1

In thic scene, three witches meet on a heath (an area of uncultivated land). They diccuse their impending
meeting with Macheth and know when thic will be. This indicatec their prophetic abilities.

2. The adverb again’ cuggects that they will cee one another again chortly; thic ic only the ctart of their time and
activities fogether. It sefc a tome for the play: one in which the cupernatural underpins the events.

3. The mood ic created by the weather which is unseftled: the thunder and lightning cuggests a ctorm — and the
witches will brew a metaphorical ctorm throughout the play. In addition to this, the fact there are witches
on the ctage at all would have been darkly alarming fo a confemporary avdience, who viewed witcheraft with
cuspicion and puniched thoce accused of witcheraft heavily.

4. Graymalkin. and Paddock are known as familiars, spirit animals of the witchee. Shakespeare includec thece to
Show how the supernatural permeates through Seotland. Graymalkin ic a cat and Paddock is a toad.

5. A contemporary avdience would most likely be frightened by thece witches. Belief in witcheraft was very much
alive at thic time. From the beginning, audiences know that thesce are characters who are not to be tructed;
they chould be feared. Their abilities render them dangerous and as agentc of the Devil, they are very much
entrenched in wickedness and despair.

6. The paradoxical, rhyming couplets make the witches’ worde cound incantafory. They are written as they are by
Shakespeare <o that avdiences know they are different to the other characters they are about to meet: They
could be casting a cpell, and the riddle-like quality of their words act as a warning that one should take care
around trusting what they are saying.

Task 2

You may have identified the verbs:
Meet

Done

et

Meet

Come

Calle

Hover

From these verbs, we see a determination in the witches’ actions. There is nothing that cuggects happenstance or
a casval approach o their actions: they will meet again. There ic alss a sense of finality to the verbe Shakespeare
choocec: at the ctart of the play Macbethe fate ic already cealed through vse of verbe cuch as ‘done.
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DAYELY

Task 1

Religion. Monarchs were believed to be

God'e spokesperson on Earth.
Tradition and ceremony. . ) e Wealth. With the crown comes

............ : L . riches and financial reward.
Kingship

Politice. Kings would have to cettle Power. The crown allows the monarch to
political mattere within their own declare ware, cettle matters of state and
country alongside foreign affairs. decide who fives and dies.
Task 2

‘His silver skin...’

This quotation connecte to King Duncan.
Baced on the evidence, Duncan ic a good king. Hic royal nature is emphasiced by his ‘cilver skin’ and olden blood'
Hic death ic <o chocking and brutal that his stab wounde look like a ‘breach in nature. It goes beyond
everything and anything that ic normal.

‘There are a crew of wretched souls...

This quotation is about Edward the Confescor.
Edward is a holy king; he cees the need to protect his people. Where Machethc hands dectroy, Edward’c hands
heal. Edward cecks to end all cuffering.

- IF one dedicatec themselves to God, one will have a. ctrong and procpersve rufe.

‘Each new morn...

This quotation ic about Macbheth.

- Macbeth ic a brutal king, one who kille without remorse, comeone who doec not cee the basic valve of human
life and will destroy all those who threaten his kingship or his ability to pase the crown on to his progeny.
Shakespeare vsec Macbeth's character to chow that qreed and ambition can be dectructive. He warne hic
audiences that those who ceck power will fail if they try fo gain it throvgh illicit means.
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Task 3

Through Edward the Confecsor'e character, kingship ic precented as something that has the power to heal.

Edward does not appear in the play but is mentioned. Hic ability Ts heal hic people through a cimple tovch is

a demonctration of a holy power that channele itself through him, unlike Macbeth, who only has the power to

destroy. Edward is an ideal of kingchip and his character is held up by Shakespeare as someone that all kings

chould aspire to be like. ltimately, Shakespeare vses Macbeth to challenge the idea of kingship and to reveal how

easy it ic to give in To the inner tyrant within us all, yet Edward’c character ic precent to chow how kingship can

be a force for good if its power ic wielded properly.
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Task 1

Definition Visual representation
The sudden change in circumstances or reversal in
fortune in a fictional narrative (and especially drama).

peripeteia

The escape of Fleance, becavse thic means Macbeth'e

plan — which he thinks ic watertight — cannot now
come 1o pase. When Katnise becomes the face of the rebellion in The

Links to Macbeth - what is the moment of Hunger Games'

peripeteia in the play? Examples from fiction
Task 2
Definition Visual representation
The moment when a character recoguices or discovers |
either the true nafure of another character, or the \ /
true nature of their own circumetances. _ _
anagnorisis

Either the moment after he kills the king and realisec
the magnitude of hi¢ actions, or when he diccovers
the forest ic moving and thus he can be defeated,
according to the witches. When Luke Skywalker diccovered his father ic Darth

Links to Macbeth - what is Macbeth’s moment(s) Vader in ‘Star Ware'
of anagnorisis? Examples from fiction
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Task 3
MACBETH MACBETH
This is a sorry sight. ... begin/ To doubt th’ equivocation of the fiend/
[Looking on his hands.] That lies like truth: ‘Fear not, till Birnam wood/

How could this moment be considered a type of
anagnorisis?

Macbeth reafices the magnitude of his actione. He
realices that he hac not just committed another
murder, but that he has committed regicide (& crime
surpacsed by no other in itc ceverity af the fime).

Do come to Dunsinane:” and now a wood/ Comes
toward Dunsinane. Arm, arm, and out!

How could this moment be considered a type of
anagnorisis?

Macbeth has held on for come fime to the final set
of propheciec delivered by the apparitions conjured
by the witches. He has long been adamant that

he cannot be defeated because it is imposcible for
Birnam Wood to move. However, thic moment shows
his overconfidence has been decperately misplaced, ac
he sees, from the cactle, that the wood appears to
move.

I think that the moment when the trees begin to move ic more compellingly Macbeth'e anagroricic, becavse,

despite feeling as if nothing covld stop him (Tl Birnam Wood remove to Dunsinane / I cannot taint with fear)

his realication that the forest ic moving ic a pivotal moment in his vnderctanding of hic impending death. This is

more compellingly a. moment of anagroricic than the other example, becavce the first moment essentially doecn’t

ctop Macbeth at all: he commits many more crimes after thic moment, and whilst he might realice himself as a

murderer here, it doec nothing fo ctop other characters from dying.
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Task 1

MALCOLM (To Macduff):
This tyrant, whose sole
name blisters our tongues,/
Was once thought honest:
you have loved him well;/
He hath not touch’d you
yet. | am young; but
something/ You may
deserve of him through me;
and wisdom/ To offer up a
weak, poor, innocent lamb/
To appease an angry god.

MALCOLM (To Macduff):

With this there grows/

In my most ill-compos’d
affection such/ A
staunchless avarice, that,
were | king,/ should cut off
the nobles for their lands;/
Desire his jewels, and this
other’s house:

MALCOLM (To Macduff):

Nay, had | power, | should/
Pour the sweet milk of
concord into hell,/ Uproar
the universal peace,
confound/ All unity on
earth.

MALCOLM (To Macduff):

Macduff, this noble
passion,/ Child of integrity,
hath from my soul/

Wiped the black scruples,
reconcil’d my thoughts/ To
thy good truth and honour.
Devilish Macbeth/ By many
of these trains hath sought
to win me/ Into his power,
and modest wisdom plucks
me/ From over-credulous
haste: but God above/ Deal
between thee and me!

This cuggests that
Maleotm ic cugpicious of
Macdutf Macdutf is an
honest character, but ac
Maleolm obgserves, the
came wag once thought
of Macbeth. Perhaps
Maleolm ic feeling
particolarly vulnerable
here. He wonders whether
Macduff could betray him
and offer him to Macbeth

like an ‘innocent (amb.

This would imply that
Maleolm ic an extremely
greedy character; there
i¢ no catisfying his want
for more. He displaye the
came characterictice a¢
Macbeth here, cuggecting
that there ic an inner
tyrant lying dormant
within bhim.

Macduff expresces a. wich
to destroy all peace and
unity on Earth. I he had
power, he would unfeash
chaos upon everyone

and everything. This
cuggeste that Malcolm i
a dangerous man, comeone
who cannot poscibly be
allowed to rule. Milk ic
accociated with innocence,
new life and purity.
Maleolm would condemn
thic peace to hell if he had

the chance.

This would incinvate
that Malcolm is actvally
a character of honour
and goodness; he has
been [ying to Macduff
about what he ic reafly
like To cee if he neede to
protect himself. Maleolm
i¢ clearly a force for good
but hic duplicity (deceit)
ic perhaps a hint that
he is capable of becoming
another Macbeth.
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Task 2

Strong

Task 3

Authentic

Trusting

Weak

I would place Malcolm in this quadrant. Although he ic given the
title of Prince of Cumberland in Act 1, by Act 2 he has fled to
England, leaving Seotland and hic power behind. In Act 4, Seene
3, he ic cugpicious of Macduffe motives in trying to get him to
return to Scotland it could be arqued that he is ctill weak as he ic
having to rely on the support of Edward the Confescor. He ic, in a
way, exiled, rendering him debilitated.

T am young; but something/ You may deserve of him through me;
and wicdom/ To offer up a weak, poor, innocent lamb/ To appease
an angry god.

Suspicious

/-/ eroic

I would argue that Maleslm can be placed in thic quadrant. One
could argue that he ic being positioned by Shakespeare to be the
hero of the play. Even though it ic Macduff who kille Macbeth,
Maleolm is the one who ic tasked with bringing peace and procperity
to Seotland. In Act 4, Seene 3 however, he is inauthentic, tricking
Macduff into thinking he would alco be tyrannical in his reign as a
way of proving Macdvffc loyalty to Seotland.

Nay, had I power, I chould/ Pour the cweet milk of concord into
hell!

Tnauthentic

Villasnoue
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DAYES

Task 1

Stage What? When?

Exposition The story begins with the Act 1: The main characterc are introduced, the witchee
introduction of characters, the give their prophecies and Macbeth and (ady Macbeth
setting, and the initial conflict .
o problem. This stage sets the begin to have murderous thoughts.
foundation for the narrative by
providing essential background
information.

Rising action As the story progresses, conflicts and | Aot 2: Macbeth continually changes hic mind about
obstacles arise. Tension builds as murdering the king. (ady Macheth takes control and
characters confront challenges, make . . .
choices, and face complications. This King Duncan ic ultimately mordered by Macbeth.
stage develops the central conflict
and engages the audience’s interest.

Climax Thte climax is.the story’s highest Act 3: Macbeth becomes bing. Banguo is murdered,
point of tension anc.j the moment and Fleance escapes which heightene Macbeth'e cence
of greatest uncertainty. It is where ) i
the central conflict reaches a critical | of dread: Banquot ghost appears to Masbeth, with
juncture’ and the main characters /Mﬂchefh’f behaw’our ma.kmg AIS' S'tﬂ.te Df’ MI‘PIZ/ APpal’eP\t
make critical decisions or take to all those around him. Macduff fleec to England in
decisive actions that significantly order to try and raise an army.
impact the outcome.

Falling action Followi.ngthe.climax, the story enters | 11,0heth refurnc to the witches o diccover hic fate.
the falllng action st'agg. 'Here, the He commands for Macdoffe f'mm‘/g to be dlavghtered
tension gradually diminishes as the . .
consequences of the climax unfold. in cold blood, which spure Macduff on further to
Loose ends are tied up, and the avenge their deaths and profect Seotland. Maleolm and
audience gains insight into how the | Macduff agree to refurn to Seotland with an army and
conflict will be resolved. depose the fyrant.

Catastrophe and | In the final stage, the story reaches Maleslm, Macduff and the army invade, fighting

conclusion its copclusmn.The remaining Macbeth’e diminiching troops. CM@ Macheth dies, and
questions and conflicts are . .
resolved, and the narrative comes Macbeth ic murdered by Macduff. Malcolm ic crowned
to a satisfying or meaningful ending. | &< the rightful king of Scotland.
This stage provides closure for the
audience and wraps up the story’s
major plotlines. The protagonist
is defeated by the antagonist and
events return to a state of normality.
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Task 2
Till he vnseam'd him from the nave to the chaps, We'll have thee, ac our rarer monsters are,
And fix’d hic head upon our battlemente’ Painted on a pole, and underwrit,

Here may you see the tyrant’

OR
Re-enter MACDUFE, with MACBETH'e head

Shakespearee use of a cyclical ctructure in Macbeth, featvring the grvecome parallel between the opening

execution of a traitor and Macbethc eventval beheading, cerves as a poignant warning to his audience about the

perennial dangere of political ambition, unchecked power, and the cyclical nature of violence in a society marked

by a history of regicide. By framing the play in thic cyclical manner, Shakespeare exemplifies the idea that hictory

repeate itcelf He cavtions againct the unrestrained pursuit of power, highlighting how individuals like Macbeth,

driven by ambition and a disregard for moral boundaries, can plunge a nation into chaos and cuffering. The cyclical

structure cervec as a grim reminder of the consequences of political inctability, where rulerchip obtained through

treachery leads to inevitable downfal] mirroring the fate of thoce kings who had seized power throvgh cimilar

means in Seotland’e history. ltimately, Shakespeare’s warning lies in the enduring and destructive concequences of

ambition and the need for a cociety to break free from thic cyclical pattern to ensure peace and stability.
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DAYELY

Task 1
Lady Macbeth

Summarise Lady Macbeth’s character.
Overall, what is she like?

Lady Macbeth ic overly ambitious and
manipulative. She convincee her hushand to g0
through with the murder of King Duncan, uging
him in her bid to gain more power. By the end
of the play che ic destroyed by her own. guilt and
dies.

What is the relationship like between Lady
Macbeth and her husband?

At the beginning of the play, (ady Macbeth ic
an extremely inflvential figure in her husband'e
life. She convinces him to commit regicide to fulfi!
the witched’ prophecies. Ac the play contfinues,
however, their relationship begins fo collapse;
Macbeth does not confide in hic wite as he vsed
to. They grow <o distant that (ady Macheth
must cend a messenger to Macbeth to talk to
him. Lady Macbethc death does not surprice
Macbeth, implying their parfuership has been
completely eradicated.

How does Lady Macbeth act around other
people who are not privy to her plans?

Lady Macbeth actc the dutiful wite and loyal
cervant, particvlarly to Doncan in Act 1, Seene
6. Externally, che would seem to conform to the
ctereotypical role of women because thatsc what
people expect of her. For example, che appears to
faint after Duncanc murder fo feign her own
innocence and play the part of the vulnerable
woman.

What is Lady Macbeth’s view of children?

In telling Macbeth, ‘T would while [the babe]
was cmiling in my ace,/ Have plocked the wipple
from his bonelese gume,/ And dached the brains
out] audiences uvnderstand Lady Macbeth will
do anything to get what she wants, even if that
means destroying innocence.

Lady Macduff

Summarise Lady Macduff’s character.
Overall, what is she like?

Lady Macduff ic positioned in the play by
Shakespeare as a foil to (ady Macbeth'e
character. Where (ady Macbeth is irrational,
Lady Macduff ic rational. Where Lady Macbeth
ic dishonect, (ady Macduff ic honect. Where
Lady Macbeth ic unforgiving, (ady MacdofF ic
forgiving. She is a character of lsyalty and her
death and that of her family ic unrelentingly
brutal, and a way for Shakespeare fo create
pathoe for his avdignce.

What is the relationship like between Lady
Macduff and her husband?

Although che initially criticised Macdvff for
leaving hic family behind while he ventures to
England, (ady Macdvff comes to staunchly
defend him, particolarly when the morderere
that Macbeth has cent arrive at the Macduff
castle to kill her. When asked where her husband
i, che repliec ‘T hope in no place so uncanctified/
Where such as thov mayst find him, cuggecting
che believes he will never sink to similar levele of
depravity ac the morderers and Macheth.

How does Lady Macduff act around other
people who are not privy to her plans?

It could be arqued that Lady Macduff ic
transparent in her interactions with other people.
In speaking with Rocs and her con, audiences can
cee that there ic nothing that can be dictinguiced
between her internal and external celves, unlibe

Lady Macbeth.
What is Lady Macduff’s view of children?

éac{y Macduff loves her children; che conforms fo
the gender role ascigned to her by Shakespeare.
The maternal role che plays ic in stark contract
to Lady Macbeth'e bitter and twicted internal
celf
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Task 2
1. What do you think this means?

It could mean that her only purpoce in the play ic to be introduced and then brutally vanish a few flines (ater.

It chows how brutal Macheth ic — a woman who hac had nothing to do with the plot, and has done nothing fo

Macbeth, ic brutally slain.

2. To what extent do you agree with this statement?

I agree with this statement because it ic the only time we cee her, and it ic one of the chorfect ccenes in the play.

Her purpose ic to appear and be murdered to reveal the absolute brutality and uncontrolled violence of Macbeth ot

this point in the play.

3. Are there any other characters in Shakespeare’s Macbeth that exist to disappear? If so, who and
why?

(ady Macduff's son, who faces the same fate as his mother and for the came reacons. Perhape Donalbain,

althovgh this is in a different way - he appears fleetingly at the playe opening and then disappearc to Ireland,

never to refurn. e reprecents the nobility (and in his cace, royalty) of Scotland whom Malcolm mentions in Act 5

Seene 9, when he wiches 1o call ‘home our exiled friends abroad.’
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DAYELY

Task 1
The true statements are: 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 10.

The false statements are incorrect for the following reasons:

3. Society at large believed in witcheraft. The King himself wrote a book on witcheraft and the cupernatural,
demonctrating that the higher and educated clasces alco believed in witches.

6. Jacobeans were fearful of witches and believed they were very powerful ucing black magic to harm othere.

7. King James VI/T'c lawe were harch, but the firct set of particularly harch laws was pasced in 1592 which
made the practising of witcheraft punishable by death.

9. Whilst some people may have been cceptical around the cubject of witches, there was a general cense of fear

and panic amongst society.

The true statements are correct for the following reasons:

1. It is clear in Macbeth that some ideas from Daemonlsgie permeated the play. For example, the belief that
witches could cavce shipwrecks is present in both texte.

In Macbeth, the witches discuss causing a shipwreck fo punich a. woman vawilling to give vp her chectuuts.

Many defencelecs women were accused of witcheraft - often widows, or thoce with additional needs and
disabilities. The witches in Macheth are clearly treated ac cocial ovtcacts — Banquo refers to them as ‘wither'd
and wild, for example.

5. The fear conjured by Shakecpeare in Macheth doecn’t explicitly reference the laws, but does capture the
zeitgeict (the defining mood or spirit of a particular period of history) of the day.

8. During Act 1, Seene 1, the witches are called away by their familiare - a cat named Graymalkin, and a toad
noamed Paddock.

10. Bangquo exclaime: ‘what, can the devil speak true?’ in response to the first of the witches’ prophecies coming
true. This chows an infrinsic link between witcheraft and the Devil.

Task 2

Your bullet point summary might contain some of the following ideas:

Society was suspiciove of witcheraft becavse they (elt it posed a real threat fo them.

Witchee were believed to be able fo cavse chipwrecke and ctorms, force harvects to fail and kill babies — most
things that went wrong in society was blamed on witches.

Women who were accused of witcheraft were believed to have made a pact with the Devil.

The Witcheraft Act made being a witch a crime, and people believed they were everywhere.

There were alveady widespread beliefe about witchcraft even before King Jamee VI/I came fo the throne.
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DAYRIR

Task 1

Macbeth and When Banquo aske who is approaching him, Macbeth responde a friend’ It is an act of
deceit deceit, for Macbeth does ot divulge hic plans To ucurp the throne; he is lying to someone
who wag a friend and ally. The avdience know Macbeth ic not felling the trvth here. This
dramatic ivony ouly heightens Macbeth’s deceit.

Macbeth and The idea of doubt ic not explicitly precent in thic scene and yet one covld arque that
doubt Macbeth’e earlier sence of dsvbt at murdering Duncan and (ady Macbeth's chactisement
of her husband has crafted him into who he is in thic ccene. Macbeth appears calm and
confident at thic point as if his mind ic made up ac to the cource of action he must take.

Macbeth and In lying to his friend, Macbeth is wot only betraying Banquo but hic own cense of self. At
betrayal the beginning of the play, Macbeth and Banquo are ectablished as allies, fighting together
for the good of Duncan and Seotland. By distancing himself from a character representing

morality and goodness, Macbeth is shunning these qualities.

Macbeth Macbeth liec and <ays he has ot thought of the three witches and yet in reality, he has
and the been completely consumed by them. This chows how Macbeth ic now irrevocably linked with

supernatural the forces of darknesc. The witches’ worde dominate hic thoughte and he is fed by them in hic
desire to achieve hic ambitions.

Macbeth and Macbeth ic willing to cacrifice friendship in order to get what he wants. In doing thic, it

friendship reveale to avdiences that wno force for good can stand in the way of the crown and himeelf:

Task 2

At thic point in the play, Macbeth ic a very different character fo how he was initially precented by Shakespeare,

although he ctill attemptc to maintain the fagade of someone who is duty bound and honourable. Whereas in the

beginning Macheth was fighting for the protection of Duncan'c Seotland, here he ic fighting (althovgh not in a

phycical cense) for hic own gain. Shakespeare changee his character through dramafic irony. Audiencee have been

afforded a glimpse info Macheth’e innermost thoughtc and feelings and so when he presents differently in an external

cence, we know that he cannot be tructed, that he ic playing a part in order to avoid suspicion of what he ic about to

do. In thic scene, Macbeth lies to Banquo, which is significant becavse it shows that not even friendship has value in

this new life that Macbeth wiches to craft for himeelf. Shakespeare ic chowing audiences how quickly one can change

depending on what is offered: gooduness and morality are easy to cast aside if it means getting what one wante.
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Task 1

Definition (highlight the key points)

From the Latin root ‘duplic-’ meaning ‘twofold’.
Deceitful or two-faced; a person who deliberately
misleads people for their own gain.

Characteristics
Liec or telle half truths.
Precents themself in one way to the world, but
behaves or thinks very differently in private.
Considers themself go0d at hiding their true emotions
or beliefs from others.
Perhaps concidere themself cunning or scheming.

duplicitous

Lady Macbeth telle Macbeth to ‘look like the innocent
flower, but be the cerpent under’t.

(ady Macbeth prefende to faint when she hears of the
murder of Duncan.

Macbeth murders the kinge quards as a cover for hic
regicide.

Macbeth tells Banquo he wiches to speak to him
Further about the witches’ prophecies, and yet seems to
deliberately ignore having this conversation.

Banguo expresces a wich - more than once - to talk
openly with Macbeth about the witches’ prophecies.
Macduff'e openness and honesty about the state of
Seotlond when he meets Malcolim.

King Duncan is spen about hic feelings towarde
Macbeth and Banquo; his recpect for them ic obvious.

Non-examples of duplicitous behaviour in

Examples of duplicitous behaviour in Macbeth Macbeth
Task 2
Quotation Explanation

‘Stars, hide your fires, let not light see my
black and deep desires.’ (Act 1, Scene 4)

This quotation. reveals Machethe inner conflict and his decire

to conceal hic trve intentions. The use of the metaphor of stars
hiding their firec suggestc that Macbeth wants to hide hic dark
ambitions and prevent othere from seeing his trve nature. [He
acknowledges that hic desires are ‘black and deep) implying that
they are morally questionable, and he does not want others to
know about them. This quotation highlights Macbeth'c duplicity
and hic willingness to deceive sthers to achieve his goals.
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‘Look like the innocent flower, but be the
serpent under’t.’ (Act 1, Scene 5)

(ady Macbeth urges Macbeth to adopt a false appearance

of innocence and virtue while plotting Duncan'e murder. This
quotation highlights her duplicity and manipulative nature, ac che
encovrages her hushand to deceive others fo achieve their goals.

‘All our service, / In every point twice
done and then done double, / Were
poor and single business to contend /
Against those honours deep and broad
wherewith / Your majesty loads our
house.’ (Act 1, Scene 6)

Lady Macbeth flatterc Doncan and pretends ts be a loyal and
gracious hostess, even as che plans hic murder behind hic back.
Thic quotation highlights her duplicity and hypocricy, ac che ic
willing to deceive Duncan to gain his trust and then betray him
for her own ends.

‘False face must hide what the false heart
doth know.” (Act 1, Scene 7)

(ady Macbeth acknowledges the need for deceit and duplicity in
order to achieve their goalc. She asks him to cover over his true
celf and true feelings to trick those around them.

‘There’s daggers in men’s smiles.” (Act 2,
Scene 3)

Donalbain exprescec hic cuspicion and fear that thoce who appear
Friendly may in fact have ulterior motivee - including, he fears, to
harm or kill him and hic brother, Malcolm.

Task 3

Your answer may include some of the following ideas:

Macbeth becomes quickly wrapped up in hic own lies and deceit, hiding things even from hic own wife (he calls

her ‘dearest chuck’ yet hides from her hic murderous intent).

Macbeth’s lies about killing the quarde threatens to reveal the truth about their plans and is a moment of

tension and prescure for Macbeth and hic wife.

Macbeth’s falce percona i one which has actvally been constructed by (ady Macbeth. Therefore, he finds it

hard to maintain this fagade.
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DAYR:Y

Task 1

At thic point in the play, Macbeth has just heard the news Macbeth’e wicked, immoral and depraved
that Maleolm, Duncan'c con, ic to be Prince of Cumberlond. In thoughts are so ingrained within him
recoquising that thic is another obstacle which he must overcome, that they cannot be eradicated. fHe
Macbeth calls for darknese to hide hic thovghts co that his plane knowe that he must engage in duplicity in
and decires are not exposed to the world. order to get what he wants.

MACBETH: Stars, hide your fires,/ Let not light see my black and deep desires. (1.4)

Darknece is called vpon by the characters to hide their thoughts and decires. Darkuecs, then, could be ascocinted
with fear in that it i called upon because the characters are frightened and apprehencive that they will be cavght
if they do not have comething to hide them. By inviting darkness into their fives, the Macbethe infect themselves
with corruption and impurity.

At thic point in the play, (ady Macbeth has (ady Macbeth associntes herself with hell and the
received news of the prophecies bestowed upon cupernatural, which places her firmly away from God
Macbeth by the three witchee. She is immediately and holinese. She is, in a sence, already irvedeemable
cerfain of what course of action to take and calls for che willingly invites dichonour and corvuption to
upon darknecs 1o aid in her duplicity. guide her.

LADY MACBETH: Come thick night,/ And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell,/ That my keen knife see
not the wound it makes,/ Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark/ To cry, ‘Hold, hold.” (1.5)

Shakespeare hac (ady Macbeth call upon darkuness here for two reasons. Firstly, by inviting darknese to cover her,
che ic blinding heaven and God to her actions. This, then, cuggecte che is not completely willing to relinguish any
holinecs that might exist in her life. She is still aware that one day she will be judged by God if che ic to enter
heaven. Secondly, che blinde herself to her actions by calling for darknese. IF she cannot see what she is doing, che
symbolically allows hercelf to maintain ignorance of cuch actions, and by extension, innocence.

At thic point in the play, Rocs is cpeaking with This moment could connect to the Great Chain of Being.
an Old Man, discucsing the odd and inexplicable Ag¢ a concequence of Duncan'c murder, chaos ensues. Rocs
evente that have happened in the days cince and the Old Man are simply observere of the events that
Duncan'e murder. Although it ic daytime, it is dark. are occurring as a recult of Macheth'e secret actions.

ROSS: By th’ clock ‘tis day,/ And yet dark night strangles the travelling lamp. (2.4)

Darkness ic accociated with confusion and vncertainty. In the wake of Duncan'c murder, all good has been
extinguished, thus ridding the day of itc light. The idea of the dark ‘ctranglfing]’ the ‘travelling lamp’ also connects
darknese with murder. Shakespeare uvsec light and darknesc here to demonstrate how the world has been thrown
into a chaos that cannot be controlled: he even acsociates the darknese with a seriec of implausible events cuch ac
Duncan'e horces fleeing their ctalls to make war with mankind’ before eating each other.
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A doctor and gentlewoman Lady Macbeth ic unrecognicable at thic moment in the play. Having
are watching (ady Macbeth called for darkness, che now demande that a light is afways by her
seemingly cleepwalk. They licten cide. IF light can be symbolic of God and holinecs, thic moment shows
to truths that have thus far how (ady Macbeth ic beyond caving, no mafter how much che tries to
remained hidden. liberate hercelf from her duplicitous actions.

GENTLEWOMAN: She has light by her continually; ’tis her command. (5.1)

Whereas before light could be indicative of purity and goodness, it is now associated more with redemption. (Jnable
to carry the weight of the quilt che bears, (ady Macbeth attempts to save herself from the overwhelming power of
evil The fact a candle can only offer a singular flame demonctrates how overwhelming the darknecs has become. A
cingular flame ic vulnerable and easy to extinguich yet it ic all che has to safequard herself. Here, then, light and
darknese battle againgt one ansther for calvation.
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Task 1
Exclamatives
The scheer number of exclamativee
demonctrate Macduff'e shock and
horror at what he has ceen. They
MACDUEE run for a long time through hic

O horror, horror, horror!

Tongue nor heart cannot conceive nor name thee!

MACDUFF
Confusion now hath made his masterpiece!
Most sacrilegious murder hath

MACDUFF

Approach the chamber, and destroy your sight
With a new Gorgon. Do not bid me speak.

See, and then speak yourselves.

Awake, awake!—

Ring the alarum bell.—Murder and treason!
Banquo and Donalbain! Malcolm! awake!
Shake off this downy sleep, death’s counterfeit,
And look on death itself! Up, up, and see

The great doom’s image. Malcolm! Banquo!

As from your graves rise up, and walk like sprites
To countenance this horror!

MACDUFF

O gentle lady,

"Tis not for you to hear what | can speak:
The repetition, in a woman’s ear,

Would murder as it fell.

O Banquo, Banquo!

Our royal master’s murder'd!

epeech, chowing this ic not a
chock he can easily overcome. This
i¢ not a crime he would ever have
anticipated taking place.

Macduffe repetition of ‘horror’
demonctrates hic dichelief at what
he has ceen: he has no other words
to describe the terrible sight of
King Duncan’s body.

He alco repeats ‘murder] again
chowing hic mind’c entire
preocevpation with what he has
ceen — he ic struggling to procese it,
perhaps.

Finally, he repeats ‘awake’ He ic
attempting to rouse everyone in the
castle, but there ic also a
cuggection here that he wishes for
Duncan to alco ‘awake’ — denial,
perhaps of what has really
happened.

By suggesting Duncan’e body is chorch-like,
Macduff alludes to the cacred status of a king,
a¢ God'e choscen representative on earth. In
murdering Duncan, the murderer has desecrated
a holy cite.
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Task 2

Your answer may include some of the following ideas:

o Macduff is shocked by what he has ceen - it is entirely outside of hic frame of reference or understanding; he
cannot reconcile himself with what has happened.
Hic reaction, contextvally, ic very vnderstandable: regicide was considered the worst poscible crime a person covld
commit, and thus hic shock echoes an anticipated reaction.

o Macduff in particvlar shows care for (ady Macbeth, an innocent woman. (2 bar as he bnows) who would likely
die at the shock of the news. This shows just how awful the news i.

o Macduff believes the sight of Duncan's body would destroy all sight: the image of the slain king is <o awful that
it is (ike looking into the eyes of a Gorgon — a creature from Greek mythology that would turn thoce that looked
at it fo ctone.
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DAYRZY

Task 1

Bible How could Macbeth connect to this? Include a quotation in your answer.
passage

1. This moment could connect to Lady Macbethe linec in Act 1, Seene 5: Hie thee hither,/ That T
may pour my Spirits in thine ear/ And chastice with the valour of my tongue/ All that impedes thee
From the golden round.

Shakespeare alludes to (ady Macbeth as an Eve-like figure in that both women. tempt men into
comething that will eventually lead to their downfall Perhape Shakecpeare connects (ady Macbeth to Eve
as a form of foreshadowing; as Eve brought about the downfall of Adam and hercelf, (ady Macbeth will
bring about her downfall alongside that of her hushand. Eve goes against the will of God as does (ady
Macbeth. Both are tempted by darknese and cin in order to gain comething for themselves.

2. Thic moment could connect fo Macbeth'’e line in Act 1, Scene 2. When he ic conflicted as to
whether he chould murder Duncan, he saye ‘IF it were done when ’tis done, then ‘twere well/ Tt
were done quickly.

Macbeth recognicec the need o go through with hic plans quickly in order to get the murder over
and dove with. This would make Macbeth a Judas figure, the man who betrayed Christ: Macbeth
himself i betraying a holy figure: King Duncan. Shakespeare might link Macbeth to Judac to chow
how Macbeth ic so decperate for power that even comeone ascociated with God ic a target; he
warng avdiences of the hold ambition and greed can have over a person.

3. This moment might connect to Lady Macbeth’s linee in Act 2, Seene 2: A little water clears us of
thic deed

Lady Macbeths linge are evocative of Pontius Pilate in that both wash their hands as a way of
vidding themselves of any responsibility and quilt To do with a death. In (ady Macbeth’e case, che
has literal blood on her hand whereas Pilatee washing ic more of a symbolic act- Pilates legacy

ic one of brutality and bloodshed: he ic remembered for the condemnation of Chrict just ac Lady
Macbeth ic remembered for the condemnation of goodnese and purity. In connecting (ady Macbeth
with Pontius Pilate’e actions, Shakespeare ic warning audiences that quilt and responcibility cannot
be purged from onecelf ac easily as it first may ceem. One must face up to their responcibilities if
they are to change for the befter. Both (ady Macbeth and Pilate ignore this.

4. This moment could connect 1o ‘Some say the earth/ Was feverous, and did shake. This is caid by
(ennox in Act 2, Scene 3 and deccribes the events of the night that Duncan ic kifled.

It ic very similar to what ic being described in the Book of Matthew. Upon Jesue’ death, we are
told there ic an earthquake. Shakespeare ic not saying Duncan ic Jesus but if we consider the belief
that a monarch was God'c spokesperson on Earth, then we can underctond why there are similar
consequences for the death of two holy men. A crime against royalty ic a crime against God and
Shakespeare teaches audiences thic by invoking the Book of Matthew in this scene.
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Task 2

Shakespeare may include religious imagery and biblical allusion in Macheth’ to help him precent hic mescages and ideas

to an audience. Audiences in Jacobean England would be familiar with the Bible, even those who could not read, and

<o it wa likely that they would pick up on thece referencec that Shakespeare cubtly inclvdes in hic play. Including

allusions relating to wickedness, qoodnecs and redemption allows Shakespeare to expose the dangerc of ambition and

greed and how it can corrupt the soul. For example, in the Book of Matthew, Pontivs Pilate symbolically waches his

hande and proclaims his innocence over the condemnation of Chrict. This is keenly felt when (ady Macbeth triec to

hide her guilt and that of her husband after the morder of Duncan and che observes that a little water clears us of

this deed. By alluding to Pilate’e own actions here, Shakespeare highlighte how the Macbeths are doowmed to a legacy

where they are deemed brutal and vnforgiving rather than the juct and qood rulere they would want to be remembered

as. The action of hand waching is inconsequential for them, just ac Pilates actions were for him. He ic still remembered

s the man who condemned Chrict, even though he abeolves himself of any quilt. Shakespeare, then, uses an allusion to

the Bible here to comment on the idea that accepting one’c responsibility for wrongdoing ic extremely imporfant.
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Task 1

Act 1, Scene 5

In reality, thic castle is a dark and foreboding place
that will coon be filled with death. Ravens [g‘gméo/fc

of praphecy) welcome Duncan to hic death. The castle
ic sinicter; (ady Macbeth has called for darknecs fo
descend <o that no one can see The crimes che and her

Act 1, Scene 6

Ironically, Duncan and Banquo do wot see the trve
nature of the castle. They comment on how pleacant it
i¢, how nature makes the castle ite home and that the
air smelle cweet and pleasant. This ic at odde with the
reality of the situation.

husband are about to commit.

Task 2

‘The raven himself is hoarse’

Ravens have negative connotations and are often ascociated with lose and death. They are also ascociated with
prophecy. The use of birds here linke to the negative, truthful portrayal of the castle, not ouly fo the prophecies of
the witches but also To the evil deeds of Macheth and (ady Macbheth.

‘temple-haunting martlet’
He has wo legitimate claim to the throne; no real ‘foot’ in the leadership of the country.

Task 3
Moment (Act 1, | What does this moment suggest about What is the reality of Lady Macbeth’s
Scene 6) Lady Macbeth’s appearance? behaviour (elsewhere in the play)?
‘Your Majesty | (ady Macbeth suggecte that the king ‘loads’ | The only ‘load’ (ady Macbeth desirvec is the
loads our their house with qood, not ouly through hic | kinge crown — che states in Act 1, Scene 5
house’

generocity but juct by hic very presence in
their home.

that Macbeth will get ‘the qolden round,/
Which fate and metaphycical aid doth ceem/
To have thee crown'd withal’

‘We rest your
hermits’

In thic context, ‘we rect your hermits’ means
we welcome you as our quests’ or ‘we provide
a place of rest for you' Hermite’ were people
who fived in ceclusion from cociety, often for
religioue reasons, and (ady Macbheth ic veing
the ferm fo exprecs a sense of hospitality and
canctuary. She is ascuring the king that he

i¢ safe and welcome in their home and urging
him fo rect and wot worry about any iccves
that may be troubling him.

In contrast, (ady Macbheth ic not providing
a place for the king to rest soundly. Whereas
in a place of canctuary a person cannot be
harmed, here che is determined that he will
die under their roof She remarks in Act 1,
Seene 5 that: ‘The raven himgelf ic hoarce/
that croake the fatal entrance of Duncan
under my battlements.
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‘Your servants
ever’

(ady Macbeth suggects here that che and
her huchond are committed to cerving King
Duncan in every poscible way, now and

in the future. They are loyal and devoted
cubjects who are willing fo do whatever it
takes to earn the kinge favour and trust.
(ady Macbeth ic emphasising the depth of
their commitment to the king and reassuring
him that he can rely on their copport and
obedience. The phrase ‘cervante ever’ also
implies a sense of humility and cvbeervience,
indicating that (ady Macbeth and Macbeth
cee themselves as inferior to the king, and
are eager to cerve him in any way pocsible.

Degpite this, the only people Lady Macbeth
cete out to serve are hercelf and her
husbard. She has already decided that
Macbeth should be the king and considere
herself and Macbeth more worthy of the
throne than King Duncan, despite what she
says here. In Act 1, Scene S, che welcomes
Macbeth with the worde: Great Glamis,
worthy Cawdorl/ Greater than both, by the
all-hail hereafter!” This means che thinke
exceptionally highly of her hushand and
where che ic determined he will end up (e,
on the throne).

‘Your highness’
pleasure, still
to return your
own’

This phrase emphacices (ady Macbeth’s desire
to repay the kinge generosity and kindness

by making cure that he ic comfortable and
well-cared for while he ic in their home. She
i¢ indicating that they see the king'c visit as
an opportunity fo demonctrate their loyalty
and devotion and to ctrengthen their position
in his eyes.

lady Macbeth has no intention of
demongctrating — in reality — any loyalty

or devotion fo the king. He that'e coming/
must be provided for; and you chall put/ this
night'c great business into my dispatch.’ fHere,
in Act 1 Seene 5, (ady Macbeth alludes here,
through her use of the words provided for] to
King Duncan'c murder — in other words, they
both must be prepared for the crime that ic

to come.
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DAYRLY

Task 1

1. Macbeth, in saying ‘So foul and fair a day I have not ceen, ic unwittingly echoing the words of the witches
in Act 1, Seene 1 (Fair is foul, and foul is fair). The avdience knows that, as a recult, he cannot be trusted.
Banguos ling, a cimple question, is far more innocent — he does not unknowingly ascociate himself with the dark
forcec that are about to deliver a cet of propheciec that will in turn dictate a dectructive couvrse of action for
the rect of the play.

4. In thic moment, audiences realice that Banquo ic curious; he heare Macbethe prophecies, calling them great
prediction’ and asks the witches to look into hic own futvre. This covld be because he is eager to hear great
prediction’ placed vpon him — could it be arqued that there ic an element of greed here on behalf of Bauquo?
At thic moment, he certainly displays similar traite to Macbeth, although as avdiences will come to see, these
traite do not flovrich in him ac they do in Macbeth. Banquo ceems to be able to control his reaction around
what he ic told, whereas Macbeth rons away with fantastical imaginings that culminate in the death of King

Duncan.
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Task 2

I do not agree with this
ctafement. I think Banquo is a
moral character. Shakespeare

has fo construct Banquo in
the same way at the beginning
of the play <o avdiences can
then cee how far Macbeth
has fallen as events progrece.
Bangquo stays on the path of
the righteoue whereas Macbeth
does not.

Banguo asks the witches to lsok

into hic future and make a set
of predictions for him ac they
did for Macbeth. Although he
may be wary of them because
of their associatione with the
cupernatural, he is still carious
enough to engage with them.

Both Macheth and Banquo are
curious about the prophecies.
Both are exalted by the witchee
who ‘hail’ them. Both are
cimilarly confuced by what they
have experienced.

Banguo refere to the witches
and their aftire as ‘wither'd’
and ‘wild) revealing they have
Choppy finger[e] and Skinny
lips’ Their beards also confuse
Banguo. They are clearly vnlike
anything he has ceen.

Banguo observes that Macbeth
ctartfe], cuggecting Macbeth
i¢ surprised at what he has
heard. He ic ‘rapt withal,
insinvating the witchee’ words
dominate Machethe thoughts.

1. Leccer than Macbeth, and
greater.
2. ot so happy, yet much
happier”
3. Thou shalt get kings, though
thou be none.

Banguo ic Macbeth's friend
and ally af the beginning of the
play. Both. fight for Duncan
against thoce who would ceek fo
betray him.

Banguo has fought well
alongcide Macbeth in battle.
Both are commended by King

Duncan for the rofe they have

played in Scotland’s victory.

A thane was a man or chief of

& clan who held (and granted by

the king. In the play, quyuo ic
Thane of Lochaber.

Bangquo’e son ic Fleance.
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DAYRIS

Task 1
Shakespeare vsec alcohol here to emphasice Shakespeare makes it clear that alcohol has
that excescive aleohol can cauce a weakmness undesirable effects, invoking sleep at inappropriate
- a¢ it hac done for the quards. Though times, just like the quards who have been drugged.
this ic subverted for (ady Macheth, where
leohol makes her ‘bold" ‘ . .
pleonof makes e °.0 The rurfe/tef/ grooms ‘Dr/mé, Sir, (¢ a great provoker o,f
.. .- ”/”t:'”'é tAe';_c:'Mf ¢ three thinge... nose-painting, cleep,
y .t with enoree: I have . .
(ady Macbeth druge the .+ . ) and utine. N
d th . .
possets (a drink made with drugged fheir possets ;
2/8 or "j"he Mj milk) of The Porter speaks tfo Macduff
Uncans guaras. ) about the effects that alcohol
.......... can have on comeone.
Macbeth having seen the ghost .-+ N e C“dﬂ‘M“Céeﬂ‘ reflects on the
. relative effect of alcohol.
of Banguo, commands wine 1o be
poured for him, and demande Give -
ine; Fill full’
come come Wine, fil ful That which hath made them
drunk hoth made me bold.
Shakespeare ic perhaps suggesting here L
that Lady Macbethc call on the ‘cpirits’ Shakespeare ic perhaps svggecting here that (ady
has imbved her with an ability where Macbeth’s call on the ‘spivits’ has imbved her with an
aleohol bestows ctrength and courage. ability where alcohol bectows strength and courage.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

Task 2

This is a negative idea. Juct as Duncan'e
quards drink and co fail in their duty fo
profect the king, Macbeth is ales deemed a
Failvre in the eyes of his wife during hic
momentary lapse of refucal o kill the king.

In the came way, the

“.. Porter ic late to open the
gate because he has been
drunk and ic now hungover.

LADY MACBETH

Was the hope drunk

Wherein you dress'd yourself? hath it slept since?

And wakes it now, to look so green and pale

At what it did so freely? From this time )

Such | account thy love. Art thou afeard

To be the same in thine own act and valour heS . The Porter has been drunk
As thou art in desire? .- and is now hungover —
a mirroring the corry image
Lady Macbeth paintc of

lady Macbeth carcactically questions whether alcohol spurred her hucband.

Macbeth to commit the murder, only for him to fake back hic word
now he ic no longer under ite influence. This is mirvored in the Porter'c
cpeech, where Shakespeare hag him proceed to lament that drink
provokes the decire... but... takes away the performance.

I agree that there are many cimilarities between (ady Macbeth’e description of Macbeth, and the Porter's description

of the affect alcohol hac had on him. Both have beewn ‘bold’ and confident at the time (the time of drinking, for the

Porter; the time of deciding to commit regicide, for Macbeth), but have since lost thic drive and ambition. Both men

are delayed in doing what they had intended to do: the Porter ic late fo open the gatec and Macbeth dallies before

/éi//ihg the king.
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DAYRIY

Task 1
Apparition What the apparition tells Who or what could it be/represent?
Macbeth

‘An armed head’ Macbeth! Macbeth! Macbeth! | This covld represent Macketh ac a warrior. Moct
Beware Macduffy/ Beware the | likely it reprecente Macduff who has qone to raice an
Thane of Fife’ army in England.

‘A bloody child’ Be blsody, bold, and resolute. This covld represent the child (ady Macbeth referred
Laugh to ccorn/ The power of | to when che caid she would ‘dash the brains sut’ of a
man, for none of woman born/ | baby. Tt might even symbolice what Macbeth wiches
Shall harm Macheth. had happened to Fleance. The most likely explanation

ic that the child ic Macduff ‘From his mother'c womb/
Untimely ripp'd’
‘A child, crowned, Macbeth chall never This could represent Malcolm, the child of Scotland,
with a tree in his vanquich'd be, until/ Great or Fleance/ one of Banquos lingage becoming king.
hand’ Birnam wood to high The tree could reprecent ‘new choots’ of a new lineage
Dunsinane hillf Shall come (not Macbeths). There ic alco a clear mirror image
against him! of someone holding the bough of a tree, which i how
thic final prophecy comes true at the end of the play.
Task 2

Macbeth aske thic question because he cannot face having committed hic crimee in the name of another’c children. He

ic havnted by the fact he has no heir to whom he can pasc on hic crown. [He has qained power throvgh his kingehip,

but he now needs fo make it last: It is likely that Macbeth already knows the ancwer to thic question, ecpecially

congidering the other prophecies have come true. Perhape Macbeth ic worried that he will be ucurped in a similar

manner to Duncan. Perhape we are meant to feel Macbeth'e frustration; he has done everything he can to stop

Banquot issue from reiguing, and yet is failing in thic endeavour. After everything he has faced, he cannot comprehend

that children — <o innocent and pure — are hic greatect threat.
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Task 3

1. Macbeth ic caying that the children look like Banguo. They recemble him in appearance.

2. The word ‘cear’ means to burn the curface of something with an intence heat: Macbeth ic saying that the cight
of thece children who look like Banquo cavse him pain and suffering; it ic as i his eyes are being ccorched. He
cannst bear to cee Banquo'e lineage take his crown.

3. Macbeth calle the witches 'filthy hags’ ac if trying to incult them for chowing him an image he finds difficult
to understand.

9. Macbeth questions whether this line of Banquo's descendants will ‘ctretch out to th’ crack of doom’ He ic
mortified that Banquo's lineage would rule vntil the end of fime.

5. The eighth apparition is holding a mirror.

6. Banguo smiles upon the eight kings in front of him before pointing at them, identifying them as his. He ic ‘wot
co happy, yet much happier, dead, but with the knowledge that hic deccendants will be royal.

7. Perhape Shakecpeare has apparitions delver Macheth's second set of prophecies because he wante their
appearances to act as symbole for Macbeth's downfall. Their appearance forechadows hic fate. It is alco
worth woting that apparitions are like ghosts; the primary function of a ghoct ic to haunt, perhaps showing
to avdiences how Macbeth ic havnted by his futvre and the prospect that he, or one of hic lineage, will not
keep the crown.
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DAYRIY

Task 1

Macbeth is a single ruler who quickly has unlimited power over the people of Scotland. For anyone who questions him

or posec a threat To his crown — even am abstract one - they are killed or puniched, cuch ac in the death of Banguo

and the morder of the Macdubf family. Whilct Macbeth hac always been a bloody soldier, recolute in hic murder of

countlese men, his actions grow cteadily more unfair and cruel as the play progrescec.

Task 2

Ambition and ruthlessness

W

ﬁC/);/

Macbeth'’s unchecked ambition drives him
to commit regicide and seize the throne of
Seotloand. Hie willingnese to murder King
Duncan and (ater Bangquo demonstrates
his ruthlecs pursuit of power.

Glamis, and Thane of Cawdor!/ The
greatect is behind.

Macbeth’e ambition ic the catalyct for
his deccent into tyranny. Shakespeare
i¢ warning his avdience about the
devastating concequences of unchecked
ambition.

Abuse of power

Once Macbeth becomes king, he abuses his
newfound power. fe ordere the murders

of innocent individuals, cuch ac Macduff'e
fomily, to eliminate potential threats to hic
reign. [He also imposes a reigu of tervor to
mainfain control over hic subjects. In Act
4, Seene 3, we hear that Seotland ‘weeps,
it bleeds; and each new day a gach/ Ie
added to her wounde.

Perhape Shakecpeare ic demonstrating
to hic audience the widespread impact
and devastation caused by tyrannical
leaderchip, warning those who may
purcue this type of leaderchip of the dire
consequences for their people.
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Manipulation and deception

W

Macbeth vees manipulation and deception
to further his tyrannical rule. He deceivee
others, including his wife, into believing
that his actions are nececsary for their
benefit. This manipulation is a tosl he uces
to concolidate power.

For example, when he decides to have
Banguo and Fleance murdered, he deceives
his wife, telling her to ‘be innocent of the
knowledge, dearest chuck’

Macbeth's manipvlation and deception of
othere does not pay off for him. Perhape
Shakespeare ic warning that acting alone,
cubversively, and without cupport, can only
lead To destruction and devastation.

Isolation
Macbeth’e tyranny leads to hic isolation. | Shakespeare ic warning hic audience
He becomes increasingly paramoid and that behaviovr like Macbeth'e will lead to
distrustful, cutting himself off from those | icolation and being outcast by those who
“ 6 N | who were once close to him. This isolation | may have once respected, liked or even
Further contributes to hic descent into loved you.
W N madnecs and tyranny. In Act 5, Macbeth

directly alludec to hic isolation from others,
caying that: And that which chould
accompany old age,/ Ac honour, love,
obedience, troops of friends,/ T must not
look to have. In other words, hic actions
have led to hic isolation from others.

Loss of morality

Macbeth’e tyrannical rule is marked by a
lose of morality and a dicregard for ethical
principlec. He becomee concumed by hic lust
for power, leading him to commit heinous
acte without remorse. The most shocking
of thece is the murder of (ady Macduff
and her family, who are entirely innocent
byctanders. Their innocence is emphasiced
in Macdvffe reaction to their deaths,
where he compares them to innocent,
Fragile and undefended chickens: What, all
my pretty chickens and their dam/ At one
Fell ewoop?’

The death of the Macduff family ic
appalling to an audience. Shakespeare

i¢ teaching his audience of the ferrible
consequences of unchecked ambition and
tyrannical leaderchip, and the importance
of maintaining onec moral standards when
in a position of power.
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Rebellion and resistance

LR’

Ae Macbeth's tyranny infensifies, it
sparks rebellion and resictance among the
Seottich wobility. This opposition ulfimately
leads to hic downfall as forces qather
against him. This ic most clearly ceen in
the amalgamation of Englich and Scottish
forcee under the leadership of Malcolm in
Act 5 of the play. Siward directly refers
to Macbethe tyrannical leaderchip in Act
5, Seene 4: ‘We learn no other but the
confident tymm‘/ Keeps still in Dunsinane,
and will endure/ Qur sefting down before
‘t) The forces will march, and will rebel
against the tyrant, Macbeth.

Here, Shakespeare appears to be
commenting on the power of people to
rise up against oppressive leaderschip. It
warng thoce who ceek autocrafic power,
like Macbeth, that there ic recourse for
retribution.

Tragic consequences

Shakespeare vnderscores the tragic
consequences of Tyranny in Macbeth.
Macbeth’s rule ic marked by chaos,
blosdehed, and hic own mental
deterioration. His' eventual demise cerves ac
a warning about the destructive nature of
tyranny. For example, Macbeth comments
that his time has ron out: They have

tied me to a stake; I cannot Hy,/ But,
bear-like, T must fight the covrse.” He has
lost hic wife and he ic about to foce both
his crown and hic head: his tyrannical
leadership has not covered himself in glory
ag¢ hic downfall ic now imminent.

The play, arguably, con only end in one
way and that ic in Macbeth’c death. It
acts ag a warning to others who may ceek
to emulate the came behaviours.
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DAYELR

Task 1

Paragraph title

(ady Macbeths weakness

A change in character

Recemblance

At the beginning of Act 2, Scene 2,

Lady Macbeth encounters an obstacle,
one which changes an audience’s
perception of her and makes us believe
she is not as strong as she thinks she
is. She says, ‘Had he not resembled/
My father as he slept, | had done’t’,
implying Duncan bears some sort

of physical parallel to her father.
Audiences have become accustomed to
a cold and calculating Lady Macbeth,
but here they see a rare moment of
compassion from her, a compassion
she attempted to purge herself of in
Act 1, Scene 5. This moment reveals an
inability to always be able to translate
her thoughts and ideas into action.

This change of character is made all
the more evident from Lady Macbeth’s
previous claims that she would dash
the brains of her child out if she had
sworn to Macbeth to do so, and yet
parricide (the killing of a parent) is one
taboo she cannot break. Before, we
would assume there is nothing Lady
Macbeth would not do to seize power,
yet finally we have an answer as to
what can hinder her.

Duncan must bear a striking similarity
to her father if his appearance is
enough to impede her murderous
desires. However, ‘there may be more
here than the coincidental resemblance
of one old man to another. Recognizing
Duncan as her father, Lady Macbeth
evokes the interlinked political and
family structures of her society, the
order the murder will violate.’

Summarise in 2-3 bullet
points

- Lady Macbeth ic not ac strong
ac che thinks che is.

- Duncan resembles her father
while he ic cleeping, which means
che cannot go throvgh with the
murder hercelf

- This chows that che cannot
alwaye torn her ideas into
reality. She must rely on her
husband to do something che
cannot, even though che hac
previoucly chastised him for i
own weaknesces and doubt.

- Lady Macbeth previoucly
claimed she would kill a child if
che had sworn o do so.

- She is able to do most things
but the killing of a parent ic the
one thing that hindere her.

- Duncan beare a ctriking
cimilarity to (ady Macketh'e
father.

- In seeing Duncan as a father
figure in hic cleep, (ady Macbeth
i¢ reminded of the patriarchal
cociely in which che lives and
that her ideac are intending to
destroy.
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MNervove and terrified When Macbeth returns from murdering - (ady Macbeth and Macbeth
Duncan, he tries, along with his wife are nervous upon Macheth'e
to make sense of their situation and return from killing Doncan.
the irreversible act they have both
played a partin. They are restless and - 7hey are worried about the
apprehensive, jumpy and nervous, possibility of diccovery.
terrified perhaps by the possibility
of discovery. Upon asking his wife ) f“:y /Zacﬁeté t/e//;' /Mac,éedl
whether she heard a noise, Lady che .eM the ow g_cream‘.
Macbeth replies she ‘heard the echoing her colicitatione with the
owl scream and the crickets cry’. If supernatural.

Lady Macbeth is aware that an owl

is an omen of death, she hides its

significance from Macbeth, just like she

keeps her previous solicitations with

the spirits (in Act 1, Scene 5) from him:

the supernatural is never far away.

Task 2

MAC_BETH . (ady Macbeths linge are chort and
This IS asorry sight. clipped’ in thic scene. She is trying to
[Looking on his hands.] gain control of the situation and is not
LADY MACBETH indulging Macbeth’e dictresced concerns.

MACBETH

Again to sleep.

LADY MACBETH

MACBETH

Afoolish thought, to say a sorry sight.

There’s one did laugh in’s sleep, and one cried, “Murd.er!";
That they did wake each other: I stood and heard them.
But they did say their prayers, and address’d them

There are two lodg’d together. * "

.....
..........
...........
ceeee

It is reminiscent of a mother falking to

a child. She givec Macbeth clear but

brief instructions in the hope he will
follsw them.

In saying ‘T could not cay ‘Amen’/

When they did say, “God bless ve.”” and

But wherefore could I not pronounce
Amen"? T had moct need of blescing,

and ‘Amen’) Stuck in my throat.
Macbeth renders both himself and

One cried, “God bless us!” and, “Amen,” the other,
As they had seen me with these hangman’s hands.

List’ning their fear, | could not say “Amen,” «+-«--ecooon....

When they did say, “God bless us.”

LADY MACBETH
Consider it not so deeply.

MACBETH .
But wherefore could not | pronounce “Amen”? *'

| had most need of blessing, and “Amen”

Stuck in my throat.

LADY MACBETH
These deeds must not be thought
After these ways; so, it will make us mad.

P

(ady Macbeth vulnerable at thic point.
In repeating hic memory of events ac
they trangpired and ot addreccing the
consequences of hic actions, Macbeth
risks being discovered. Cm/y Macbeth,
understanding this, does not engage with
him in a cupportive way. Instead she
telle him not fo think about it for it will
be hic vndoing.

The words ‘it will make uc mad’
forechadow Caa{y Moacbethe fate. In
trying To chun her quilt here, che finde it
completely concumes her by the play’s end.
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DAYE:S

Task 1

TASK THREE: DEBATE IT

‘Macbeth’s hamartia is his ambition - it is what ultimately destroys him. If he had been less ambitious, he may have
eventually become king, and been a successful monarch’. To what extent do you agree? Answer in full sentences.

Extension: To what extent is Shakespeare’s presentation of Macbeth’s hamartia reliant upon contemporary
understanding of the Great Chain of Being?

Macbeth’s desire to gaim the crown, quickly, ic arquably what leads to hic downfall. He ceizec the crown by
brutal means, from a man who he knew thought highly of him, and dses so in a relafively public way: the murder
takes place in hic castle, a place Macbeth himeelf caye he chould be using to quard King Duncan, wot kill him.

It is possible that Macbeth may well have become the monarch with time, but hic race to gain the crown ic
demongstrative of his excessive ambition and it ic thic cpeed and qreed that cavses hic later downfall.

TASK FOUR: USE IT TASK FIVE: LINKIT

Can you use the following word in a sentence? Explain in full sentences how the noun ‘hamartia’ links
hamartia to Macbeth. Discuss characters and events in your
explanation.

1. Hamartia ic a personality Trait that leads fo the Macbeth’e actions in the ploy are rooted in hic
downfoll of that percon. ambition, first to ceize the crown and then to keep it.
Hie murders of King Duncan, his quards, Banguo and
the Macduff family all ctem from either wanting the
crown or wanting to maintain his hold on the crown:
it i hic raicon detre (the moct important purpose for
comeone’e existence) and hic ambition ic all he carec
abovt. In acting <o impetvoucly to further his ambition,
Macbeth is likely to be ultimately dectroyed by it.
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DAYEZY

Task 1

(ady Macbeth feels a cense Macduff feele a sence of quilt for leaving hic Macbeth feels a sence of quilt
of quilt which is evidence in family vnprotected. fHe knows he must fravel over the murder of Duncan. Mot
her final scene (Act 5, Seene to England to convince Maleolm to return to only does this ctem from the

1). Che confesces, unwittingly, Seotland but he doec thic at the expense of fact that he has killed his king

all of the crimes che hac his familye safety. Ac cuch, they are brutally but because of the recoguition
committed alongcide her murdered. - . thic murder has only taken
husband, maybe to try and e " place because of his ambition.
absolve hercelf of the guilt che ... e . A crime against Doncan is o
fecle. el ’ crime against God.

{ Guilt
The murder of Macduff's family should cavse Macbeth The mura/er.of' Banguo and the attempted murder
to feel quilt: By thic point in the play, Macbeth has of Fleance cavces Macbeth to feel quilt. This quilt
Fully recognised that he is co deeply entrenched in manifects itself as Banquoe ghoct, which refurns to
violent acte that all he can do ic continve committing haunt Macbeth in Act 3, Seene 4. Macbeth knows
them. Hie willingnese to commit horrific crimes cuch as what he i doing is wrong, and yet he feels it ic
the killing of children chows how lost he has become. necescary if he ic to maintain hic grip on power.
Task 2
I think thic quotation best represents quilt because:
Macbeth is quectioning how he can rid himself Macbeth is talking about how hic bloody hands
of the evidence that thic crime has been would ctain the ceac red.
committed. a

...
..
...
ce
..

MACBETH: Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood
Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather
The multitudinous seas incarnadine. (2.2)

.
B
o *
.o
.

He fully acknowledges that nothing can wash away Not even the power of a.Goc( (Neptune — Roman
evidence of murder from his hand, which by extencion God of the sea) can cave him or abeolve him of
would cvggect the act will alwaye linger in his coul. his crimes.
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Task 3
Shakespeare makes it clear that quilt cannot be avoided. Nothing com ctop quilt and to try and ignore it will cause

it to fester and corrupt. Shakespeare uvsec the charactere of Macheth and (ady Macheth as an example of what

quilt can do to us if it is left To linger. By the end of the play, Macbeth and (ady Macbeth are hollow versions

of themselves. Any sense of celf they may have had has been completely stripped away becauge of the quilt they

feel In her final cceng, Lady Macheth laments, Herec the emell of the blood <till: all the perfumes of Arabia

will not cweeten thic little hand. Oh, oh, oh!’ cuggecting quilt will take over afl sences until it ic the only thing

that dominates the mind. She utters counds of pain (Db, oh, oh!), cuggecting that quilt causec suffering; there

i¢ a sence that there is a phycical pain that accompaniec quilt alongside the mental anguish it can also cause.

Ultimately, the meccage ic clear. One must come clean if they have cinned. They muct face responsibility or be

doomed to a life of eternal damnation.
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DAYE:Y

Task 1

SChe has been
killing pigs - a
practice of which
witches were often
accused.

She i magic and
can moke it <o
that a cieve
becomes watertight
- technically
imposcible!

They are the only
charactere who
do. It chows their
difference and
makes their worde
cound like a chant.

Task 2

King Jamee
believed his wife
was nearly killed

in a chipwreck
coused by

witches.

Che has taken it
a¢ a trophy,
possibly to use in
a spell or potion.

The power to
control fate or

desting.

Shipwreck him,
¢o that he
drowns.

Itis f'/a#eriug;
they are more
likely to licten to
what the
witches have to
oay.

They even look
cupernaturall

He ic very
cuperctitiove
and <ceptical of
them and their

motives.

The witches
are concerned
more with
Macbeth and
causing his
downfall.

It meanc he
queries and
questions what
they mean and ic
wmore [ikely,
perhaps, to act out
without the
clarity.

1. Whatis the witch saying she did in this line and why did she do it?

He dses not
underctand what
they have ceen or
heard and thinke

they may have
eaten something

that has made
them hallvcinate.

The Devil.

It echoec their
worde in Act 1,
Seene 1 and
revealc how they
are already
influencing him.

In thic line, the witch ic saying that che wanted a woman fo give her the chestnufc che was eafing. The woman

refused to do co, and in response the witch has decided To chase after the woman's husband, who ic the captain of

& chip, and cavce a shipwreck which will ultimately lead to his drowning. Thic ic her recponce, and che views it as a

Just punichment for the actions of the woman.
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2. What is Shakespeare alluding to in this moment?

I thic moment, Shakespeare ic alluding to James VI/I'c voyage with hic wite, Anne of Denmark, in 1590, where

they were nearly chipwrecked. The king blamed this on witcheraft.

3. Why might Shakespeare allude to contemporary events in this way?

Shakespeare may have wanted a contemporary audience to see their own life and times reflected in the plays they

caw. He may alco have wished to flatter the king, by showing him — and sthers, watching — that he believed the

came thing the king did. King James VI/T would have seen his opinions and beliefe validated in Shakecpeare’s work,

and thus make Shakespeare'e work more appealing to the monarch.

4. What was Shakespeare hoping to teach, criticise or celebrate (delete as appropriate!) in doing this?

In thic moment, Shakespeare may have been celebrating the ‘truths’ told by the king about witcheraft. He may

also have been criticicing witches and warning thoce who may have been attracted to witcheraft to stay away

from evil forces that tempt.
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DAYEZY

Task 1

1. Define the term ‘cruelty’

Cruelty is the idea of freely cavsing pain (either physical or emstional) to other people whilst feeling no concern

about it

2. Transform the word ‘cruelty’ into an image to help you remember what it means:

O

\\I/

3. Think of other words that could be connected to the term ‘cruelty’. One has been done for you.

1. brutality 4. inhumanity
2. cavagery 5. barbaricm
3. viciousnese 6. wickednese
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Task 2

1. Cruelty is something to be celebrated at the beginning of the play.
AGREE

Cruelty is celebrated at the beginning of the play becavse it ic Macbeth’e violent actions that help Duncan

emerge viclorious against the invading forces that would ceek to oust him from power. Fixing Macdownwald’e

head upon the battlements wot only mark Macbethe cruel actions as a symbol of victory but alco as a warning

against anyone elce who would challenge the king'c authority.

2. Macbeth appears to be courageous at the beginning of the play, but his cruelty exposes his
cowardice.

AGREE

I agree with thic statement. Whilst Macbheth ic precented as heroic before we even meet him ourselvec as an

audience, his perpetually cruel actione lead him fo commit hic cin in cecret; he is spurred on by hic witee words

and hic own ambition and cannot seem to act of his swn accord. Hic acte of viclence against other pesple

causes hic mental health to erode and he hidec behind others to do hic work for him.

3. Macbeth’s exhibition of cruelty at the beginning of the play shows his reluctance to murder
Duncan later is not due to his incapability of committing extreme acts of violence.

AGREE

Macbeth'e reluctance to morder Duncan ic not because of the violence involved. Instead, he wrectlee with the idea

because of the moral ctakee at play. Macbeth has committed extreme acte of cruelty and <o he could easily inflict

Further pain and cuffering on someone elce. The reason for his internal conflict here ic because of who Duncan is,

what he reprecents and the relationship between the twe, a relationship thus far built on loyalty and regpect.

4. Macbeth loses sight of what cruelty is because of how his violent acts are encouraged at the
beginning of the play.

DISAGREE
I disagree with thic statement. I think Macbeth knows his actions are cruel becavse he cays, ‘Tt will have

blood, they cay, blood will have blood” One cruel deed will lead fo ansther. Macbeth knows hic actions are

vislent and cavse suffering, but I think he deems thoce actions necessary in order to maintain power. It chows

how depraved Macbheth really ic; he knows he ic being cruel but he believes hic cruelty ic needed if he ic to

achieve his ambitione and goale.
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DAYELY

Task 1
Edward the Confescor, 6//3-)
whilet he does not appear in the text
directly, ic mentioned ac being the ideal
Maleolm monarch — co much o that he can lay hic
He ic ontrusting of Macduff and thus hande on people and cure them of illnese.
appears to be quite untrustworthy himself, This was believed to be a God-given ckill.
even if thic was an act. He fled Seotland olympic
at the start of the play, which may not e . ..1
demonctrate the ‘kingly qualities’ later " ’
expected of him.
Roce

Whilst he is a pascive aégerver/éygtanc/er for

most of the play, arquably there ic more Rose

could have done to save (ady Macduff and .

her family. Hic inaction contributes to their .. . ST
untimely deaths. ’ : o

King Duncan

King Duncan held many god-
given qualitiec and had been
very kind to those around him.
However, he has not been on

the battlefield himeelf which

(ady Mfcéet/n. . ’ would have been expected of
(-/er acﬁ?nf' mimic Eve'c a king. Therefore, he is not
in the biblical story. Her R a¢ olympic’ as Edward the

persuagion of Macbeth ic

the catalyct for a range *-.

of horrific crimes to be . .
committed. - Banguo

Confescor.

He has been a fearcome warrior in
battle, matching Macbeth in brotality
and <kill on the battlefield. Whilet thic is
his job, arquably hic actions are chithonic.

Macbeth

He commits regicide, and calls for the murder of many

\ ’ innocent people, including children, in order to achieve hic
dream of having the crown, and then to try and maintain
his grip on the throne. Macbeth has committed all the
chthonic cine mentioned by the Porter.
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Task 2

1. Macbeth ic speaking to himself upon hearing a. tolling bell. The bell is literally a signal from (ady Macbeth to
inform him everything ic ready for the morder, but fo Macbeth, the bell symbolisec the impending death of
King Duncan. The quotation links thematically to heaven and hell - Macbeth acknowledges that the oufeome
of the regicide could be that Duncan either ascends to heaven, or otherwise ic condemned to hell. This moment
emphacises Macbeth'c understanding of morality, and the concequences of immoral actions and behavioure.
CHALLENGE: Macbeth’s realication here — that actions have consequences, particularly when one considers
the afterlife — highlights the theme of quilt and the ongoing conflict in the play between qood and evil It
teaches a contemporary audience about the profound impact of one’c actions on their conscience, and the
moral reckoning that will follow in the eyes of God.

2. Macbeth delivers thic line when discussing the appearance of the ghost of Banguo with hic wife. The quotation
linke thematically to hell — Macbeth states that what he has witnesced ic <o terrifying that it could even
Frighten the Devil. Banquos ghost is arguably o manifestation of Macbeth'e quilt, and the torment he feels
— he is entering almost a personal hell becavce of what he has done. CHALLENGE: Shakespeare may be
illuminating here Macheth’e deteriorating mental ctate and the weight of his quilt. It acte as a stark warning
of the consequences of behaving the way Macheth has chosen to behave.

3. This line i spoken by Malcolm, who i exprecsing hic decive for power and hic willingnecs fo create chass.
He cayc thic whilet he ic trying to convince Macduff that he would be a tervible king. The quotation links
thematically 1o Hell ac he talks about caucing upheaval and chaos which are often ascociated with hellich
imagery. CHALLENGE: Whilst Malcolm. ic prefending to hold these qualities, Shakespeare ic critiquing the
corrupting influence of powet; and how easy it is for a monarch to dicrupt peace to maintain it.

4. This line is spoken by Malcolm, at the end of the play. At thic moment, Malcolm ic exprescing hic gratitude
to hic lords, and stating hic commitment to rectoring order and justice to a Seotland now rid of the tyrant,
Macbeth. The line has a thematic connection to the idea of divine or heavenly justice through the use of the
word ‘Grace. CHALLENGE: Shakespeare emphasices the importance of juct and measured rule, in contrast to
the preceding tyrannical and chaotic reigo.

Task 3

I partially agree with this statement. Macbeth is a complex character who ic influenced by dark and cupernatvral

forcee. Hie inferactions with the witches and hic calls for darknese mean he has ctrong comnections to the

underworld and, thus, can be described as chthonic. However, there are other characters with chthonic qualities.

The witches, for example, are said to speak for and represent the Devil [Bomquo comments ‘what? Can the devil

cpeak troe?). They therefore have a direct link to the underworld, which is not characterictic of Macbeth himself.

Similarly, Lady Macbeth calle divectly on ‘pirits, that tend on mortal thoughts. She willingly and openly embraces

chthonic qualities to puch her hushand towards regicide.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

DAYELY

Task 1

Macbeth is caying here that it ic best Duncan'e murder i
‘done quickly’ This might imply he ic feeling nervous about
what he ic planning to do, perhaps even uncertain that thic

ic the right cource of action. To 9o through with the murder
quickly would encure hic infrusive thovghts that might lead him
to rescind his planc cannot inflvence him any further.

Duncan, according to
Macbeth, has been
honest and free from
corruptive forces.
These honest qualities
will make angele

¢ing for him. Whilct
it may be the case .
that he has not been
driven by the qreed
and ambition that
influences Macbeth,
one cannot help but
think of hic ineffectual
nature ag king. Would
angele really do this,
or is Macbeth being
Ay/:ekbo/ic?

If it were done when 'tis done, then 'twere well

It were done quickly: if the assassination

Could trammel up the consequence, and catch
With his surcease success; that but this blow
Might be the be-all and the end-all here,

But here, upon this bank and shoal of time,

We'ld jump the life to come. But in these cases
We still have judgment here; that we but teach -
Bloody instructions, which, being taught, retum
To plague the inventor: this even-handed justice
Commends the ingredients of our poison'd chalice
To our own lips. He's here in double trust; -

First, as | am his kinsman and his subject, *
Strong both against the deed; then, as his host,
Who should against his murderer shut the door,
Not bear the knife myself. Besides, this Duncan -’
Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath been -

.- So clear in his great office, that his virtues

Will plead like angels, trumpet-tongued, against
The deep damnation of his taking-off;
And pity, like a naked new-born babe,

Striding the blast, or heaven's cherubim, horsed
Upon the sightless couriers of the air, :
Shall blow the horrid deed in every eye, **"

That tears shall drown the wind. | have no spur
To prick the sides of my intent, but only .
Vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps itself *.

And falls on the other. .

The only thing that is driving Macbeth to

do thege things i¢ hic ambition.

10

15

20

25

Macbeth identifiec
himself as Duncon'e
kincman and subject.
He knowe he chould
be loyal and not act
on hic treaconous

thoughts. He also

. comments on how he is

Duncan'e hoct: it is hic
duty to proect Duncan,
not harm him.

Macbeth caye that
Duncon ic a humble
leader; he i not driven

- by pride, arrogance or

ambition.

Duncas’e cubjecte
will ched tears when

* they hear news of his

death, implying that
he was loved by hic
people or that they
cannot believe cuch a
heinous crime could be
committed.
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Task 2
Goldew. implies It also has connotations of
‘Cilver’ could connect ts Domcars pale comething preciou, royalty and wealth. If Duncan’e
ckin now that he ic dead. Hic body comething valuable,  blood ic ‘golden, it is not
has been drained of his ‘golden’ blosd. connecting, perhaps,  comething that chould be spilled.
to Duncan’e o
“*+ What impression is Shakespeare king<hip. " What are the connotations of
creating of Duncan at this moment ‘golden’? What impression does
by having Macbeth describe his Old gold was red in colaur; this glve us of Duncan?
skin as 5||Ver") thic could be an indication .
: .. that Macbeth i contrascting
‘Cilver’ a/ra Aac connotafions . ‘the white of Duncan’e chin
of wealth and royalty. e .. with the red of hie blood'
MACBETH: Here lay Duncan,/ His silver skin laced with his golden blood,/
And his gashed stabs looked like a breach in nature/ For ruin’s wasteful
entrance.

How does this image contrast with What would ‘breach in nature’

what Macbeth has previously said suggest about Duncan’s body?
about Duncan’s ‘silver skin’ and ‘golden What would it suggest about the

blood’? What are audiences left to situation as a whole?

imagine about Duncan’s body?

A ‘breach in nature’ cuggects comething against Gashed ctabe’ imply ruination of Duncane body.
the worm. It ic ot natural that Duncan'e body Shakespeare vsec violent imagery here to convey the brutal
looks like this. It implies the natvral order hac and sadistic crime that Macbeth hae committed againct
changed. Nothing will be the same now that Duncan. Gached’ impliee open wounds that have been
Duncan has been kifled. Duncan'e death is a created with some force. Audiences are left 1o imagine the
wound to nature itcelf horrific image of Duncan'e body drenched in blsod.
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DAYRIS

Task 1

‘Cheat and lie’ ‘Manipulate others in order to accomplish their own

When Banguo mentions he has been thinking about the goals

witches, Macbeth states that he hasw't thought about | Macbeth percuades two murderers to morder Banguo
them. This ic a lie, intended to cend Banquo off the by convincing them that Banquo i their enemy - even
ccent of Macbeths plan. though he is not.

Macbeth lies about hic mofives for kiling King Duncan'e|  Macbeth triec to convince the (ords at the banquet
quarde. that he ic fing, despite the fact he is demonstrably not

okay af the <ight of the ghoct of Banquo. fe is trying

to manipulate others to retain trust in hic leaderchip.

Macbeth decides wot to tell Lady Macbeth of his plans,
instead just telling her prithee, g0 with me’

‘Have little trust in people and in turn, tend not to ‘Disregard standards of morality... [exhibits]
be trusted by others’ behaviours that benefit the self at the expense of
others.’

When considering Bangus, Macbeth states that hic
‘fears in Banquo ctick deep, cuggecting hic worry about Having been told to Beware the Thane of Fife,
Banguo is overwhelming him: he doesi’t truct him at Macbeth decides to murder Macduff's innocent family.
all. Thic completely disregards any ctandarde of morality,
and regardlese of hic previous crimes this one ic non

Having sent two murderers o kill Banguo, Macbeth pareil (Aaw‘hg no match or equal: anrivalled).

reportedly then does not Trust them to complefe the
deed, and sends a. third murderer to ensure the job is | Virtually all of Macheths actions, from the morder of
completed. King Duncan onwards, are infended to benefit himself
(and to an extent, hic wife). There ic nothing he
explicitly does which could be considered <elflecs, or not
damaging to othere in come way.

Task 2

Characters who do not exhibit Machiavellian qualities might include:

Fleance — he is an innocent participant in an albeit unknown feud between his father and Macbeth.

(ady Macduff and her son - these are two trufy innocent charactere. (ady Macduff even declares T have done
ho wrong.

King Duncan - He ic open and honest about hic feelings towards others - cometimes 1o his own defriment.
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DAYEIY

Task 1

Macbeth blames hic imaginings of a
dagger on a fever. This is one example
of illnese and infection imagery.
Macbeth mucec on the idea of the
dagger manifesting itcelf in hic mind
becavse he is il connecting to the
bigger idea of Scotland falling foul

of infection and ‘illness’ caused by
Macbeth’s brutal and tyrannical rule.

An instrument is comething to be used.
It suggeste the murder of Duncan hae
been caretully planned and prepared
for. Macbeth does not necescarily cee

the dagger ac a weapon but more as o,

tool which can be vsed to help him get
what he wants.

A dagger has the capability of drawing
blood. Blood will become a motif in

itself of quilt and corruption. The . ....-

fact the dagger becomes blsody as
Macbeth gazes at it could chow there
i¢ no chance of redemption for him;
there ic no turning back. He ic looking
at something which will come to define
his reign: murder and bloodched.

dagaer

cluteh

gee

fatal

§'/§A t

falce

" heat-opprecsed

palpable

G{rAW

marchall’ct

ingtrument

foole

worth

blood

before

bloody

eyes

Macbeth’s desire to ‘cluteh’ the dagger
means he ic decperate to hold it
tightly. He ic accuctomed to having a

.. weapon in hic hand. It feelc familiar

to him. The fact he will eluteh’ the
dagger is perhaps a sign that once
he is holding the weapon, there ic no
turning back. Duncane life will end,
and Macbeth will only let g0 of the
dagger once the king hae taken his
last breath.

"Macbeth talks about ‘fatal vision' at

thic moment in hic rpeech. Fatal, of
cource, linke with the idea of death,
comething the dagger can and will
cause in just a few moments. Perhape
Macbeth ic making the connection
between the weapon he sees and the
consequences of using it.

.°7-o ‘marchall’ means to divect. The

dagger divects Macbeth to Duncan's
chambers. This suggests Macbeth has
completely succumbed to the ideas of
vislence and bloodehed that dominate
his mind. He follows the dagger as

it marchalle him becauce he aflows
himself to be directed by cavage
vislence and bloodehed rather than
rational thought.
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Task 2

Appearance
vs reality

Violence

The
supernatural

Masculinity
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.\ 39

Task 1

The Great Chain of Being wae a concept developed during
the Middle Agec and Renaiscance period.

It was a hierarchical structore that ranked afl living and
non-living things in the vniverce.

The concept was baced on the belief that everything in
the world had a specific place in the divine order.

At the top of the chain wae God or the divine, who wage
considered perfect and immotable (unable to be changed).
Below God were angels and other celestial beings, who
were considered closer to perfection than humans.
Humans were placed in the middle of the chain, between
the celestial beings and the natural world.

Within the human category, there were further
distinctions based on cocial ctatus, cuch ac kings, noblec,
clergy, and commoners.

Below hvmans were animals, which were ceen as lesser
beinge poscessing lower intelligence and souls.

Plante sccopied the next position in the chain, followed
by minerale and inanimate objecte at the botfom.

The Great Chain of Being emphasiced the

interconnectednese and harmony of all elements in the

univerge.

It served to reinforce social and political hierarchies and
Justify the existing order of society.

The concept gradually declined with the rice of scientific
reasoning and the Enlightenment, ac people started

questioning and challenging traditional beliefs.

1. How do Macbeth’s actions subvert the Great Chain of Being?

In committing regicide, Macbeth has acted at odde with the Great Chain of Being in supplanting the king in hic

rightful place. According to the Great Chain, whilct Macbethe role as a nobleman ic relatively high, this ic as far

a¢ his role is destined to go: he is not the king. In murdering Duncan, Macbeth’s actions have introduced sin and

evil into a chain believed to be designed by God. As a result, he is punished.
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2. How is Macbeth punished as a result?

Macbeth’e downfall, his breakdown, the lscs of his wife and ultimately his own murder at the hande of Macduff

are all agpects of the punishment he receives because of his act of regicide.

3. What is Shakespeare criticising through Macbeth’s actions?

Shakespeare is crificising thoce who ceck fo cubvert the Great Chain of Being through, for example, overthrowing

the monarchy. Written and firct performed chortly affer the foiled Gunpowder Plot, it is thic event he alludes to in

the play on ceveral occagions.

Task 2

Some of the key moments/events you may have included on your timeline are:

Where we lay, our chimneye were blown On Tuesday last, a falcon, towering in her pride of place, was by a mousing ow!
down.” (ennox reflects on the ‘unruly howk'd at and kill'd A bird of prey has been killed by a. small owl, according
night’ which has occurred — the very to thic comment from the Old Man. This comment acte as a metaphor for
night that King Duncan has been the king (the ‘faleon) and Macbeth (the ‘mousing owl) — the lecs powerful or
murdered. cignificant has become the more powerful or significant, in both situations.
Dark night s‘tmn.y/e(‘ the travelling lamp. “Tic caid they eat each oi’heh’/ﬁ‘ng
Rogs, the day affer the murder, remarks Duncan'e horces have cannibaliced
to an Old Man that the cun appears not one another, out of the normal
to have ricen. action of nature.
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DAYELR

Task 1

Brave, loyal, fearlecs

Macbeth camnot sleep,
which (s indicative of hic
quilt and deteriorating
mental state.

The belief that life ic
meaningless/ futile. The
coliloquy reflects this idea
- Macbeth reflecte on the
fact that he feelc life ic
pointless and hic actions
have not amounted fo

m\yﬂ\ing.

Dagger/handle

The brevity and
insignificance of life, in
light of the newe hic
wife hag died.

Blood/cteppedytedious

Thane of Cawdor

Hie innate ambition,
hic wife, the witchee’
prophecies, the
manipulation by hic
wife, his murderc déing,
guards, Banguo, the
Macduffs)

It chows how his quilty
conseience i< tormenting

symbolicing the painful,

poisonous thoughtc he

has about the deede he
has committed.

him, with the ‘ccorpions’

By having him see, and
interact with, the Ghoot
of Banguo despite being
in front of the (ord of
Seotland.

Hamartia/ambition

That he will be Thane
of Glamic, Thane of
Cowdor and king.

He ceems quite
desenciticed (‘che should
have died hereafter),
and alco seems recigned
to hic own fate at the
came fime.

By calling into question
hie magculinity.

To gain reagsurances
and information about
his future.

The actions of hic wife
and the prophecies of
the witchee ignite hic
ambition and cerve
a¢ cafalysts for hic
downfall.
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DAYESS

Task 1

In your own words, write a
definition:

(acting a very chort time; a
Fleeting, chort-lived moment.

What other words are
connected to the keyword:

chort, temporary, brief, fading

Task 2

Use the term correctly in a
sentence:

The ephemeral nature of power

means we should not take it for
granted.

Keyword: ephemeral

Create a question where the
keyword is the answer:

IF something lasts a short time,
it is alco known as what?

List words that are the
opposite of the key word:

long-lived, permanence

In thic speech, Macbeth explores the futility of life but also the fact that life, and everything that comes with it,

ic ephemeral. This ic exprecsed particularly in the line out, out, brief candle!’ Shakespeare, through Macbeth, ic

exposing how fragile fife is, how it can be cnuffed out quickly. The line ‘lifee but a walking chadow’ also exposes how

ephemeral (ife is; Macbeth laments the fact that the chaos that comes with living is futile because our time on

earth ic so chort:
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DAYERY

Task 1

1. CAPTAIN: Dicdaining Fortune, with his brandich'd
steel,/ Which emok’d with bloody execution,/ Like
Valovr'e minion, carv'd out hic pascage,/ Till he fac'd
the clave; Which neer shook hands, nor bade farewell
to him/ Till he vnseam'd him from the nave to the
chops,/ And fix'd hic head upon our battlementc.

(ADY MACBETH: I would, while it was emiling 2.
in my face/ Have plvck’d my wnipple/ from his bonelese
gums/ And dach'd the braine out, had I <o cworn as
you/ Have done to thic.

Violence

4,
MACBETH: Will all great Neptune's
ocean wach this blood/ Clean from my hand?

3.
MACDUFFE: Hail, King, for so thou art. Behold, where
stands/ Th’ ucurper'e curced head: the fime is free.

Task 2

At the beginning of the play, the Captain describes the brutal actions of Macbeth as he fights those that have

invaded Scotland. We are told that ‘his brandich'd steel... cmok’'d with blsody execution, chowing how Macheth ic

capable of extreme cavagery and crvelty. However, vislence here ic almoct something to be celebrated: Macbeth’e

prowess and actions on the battlefield are observed favourably becavce he vses this ability for extreme violence o

protfect Doncan'e kingship. As the play progresses, however, audiences see how violence is uced for darker means. For

example, (ady Macbeth, when chiding Macbeth for momentarily refusing to continue with their murderous plans,

says che would have ‘dash’d the braine out’ of the baby that che fed had che sworn to do it. Violence goes from

being celebrated to something much more threatening here. Not only is it used fo manipulate but is alco indicative

of the lengths people would g0 to in order to get what they want: Once Duncan is murdered, vislence becomes

acsociated with quilt. Macbeth, distresced, wonders whether ‘all great Neptunee ocean [can] wash [Duncan'c]

blood’ from his hand. iclence and quilt are inextricably linked and this quilt fecters within Macbeth ac the play

progresces. By the end of Shakespeare’e tragedy, and in a mirror image of the opening, vislence is something fo

be celebrated again, for it ic violence that hac allowed Maleolm to usurp Macbeth'e throne. Macduff beheads

Macbeth, meaning Maleolm ic free To take the throne and his reign ic not tainted by bloodched and violence.
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DAYERY

Task 1

Act 1, Scene 2

LENNOX: What a haste looks
through his eyes! So should he
look / That seems to speak things
strange.

Here, Lennox comments on Ross’
reports of Macbeth’s heroic victory
over the Scottish rebels.

Lennox comments here that Roce looks like he has an incredible story
to tell and has seen incredible things. In thic instance, it is Macbethe
heroicm. This ic the only fine that (ennox speaks in this ccene, chowing
perhape that he lictens fo, and entirely accepts, Rosc’s reporte on the
battle. This demonstratec (ennox’e loyalty both to the king, but alco to
hic fellow thane, Macbeth.

Act 1, Scene 4

Lennox is present but says nothing
as Duncan asks if Cawdor is dead, as
Duncan praises Macbeth and names
Malcolm the Prince of Cumberland.

(ennoxe silence chows he is complicit in what i¢ going on around him.
He dses wot defend the fsrmer Thane of Cawdor, nor criticice Macbeth
or King Duncan, perhaps because his rofe ic to be supportive of hic
Superiors.

Act 1, Scene 6

Hautboys and torches. Enter King
Duncan, Malcolm, Donalbain,
Banquo, Lennox, Macduff, Ross,
Angus, and Attendants.

Here, Lennox arrives as part of the

King’s procession at the Macbeths’
castle. He does not speak.

(ennox arrives at the castle with the King, chowing he ic tructed by

the King but also that he cupports the work of the crown. Part of his
role on this journey may have been to protect the king from any threatc
around him.
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Act 2, Scene 3

Enter Macduff and Lennox.

Lennox arrives back at the castle
with Macduff. Macduff has agreed to
come in, in order to wake the king.

LENNOX: Lamentings [were] heard ¥’
the air; strange screams of death...
My young remembrance cannot
parallel / A fellow to it.

Here, Lennox describes the weather
to Macbeth, whilst Macduff goes to
wake the king.

LENNOX: Those of his chamber, as

it seem’d, had done ‘t: / Their hands
and faces were all badged with blood.

Lennox, having been to see the
murder scene himself alongside
Macbeth, states his belief that the
king’s guards murdered him.

Lennox’e views of the surrounding natural disasters don't appear to
have piqued much concern for him. Shakespeare reveals (ennox ic quite
& young man in thic moment, which may help an avdience understond
Lennox’e truct in others: he has not yet learned differentlly.

Similarly, (ennox appearc to believe in the fact that the quards

hod killed King Duncan. He has seen them, covered in blsod. (ennox
represents the best possible oufcome in thic moment for Macheth and
hie wife. He may alco have witnesced Macbeth kill them, and ceec thic
a¢ further evidence of their quilt.

Act 3, Scene 4

LENNOX: Good night; and better
health / Attend his majesty!
Lennox, having witnessed Macbeth’s

behaviour at the banquet, departs
with this line to Lady Macbeth.

(ennox chows concern here for Macbeth’s state of mind. However, by
Seene 6 (ennox has started to qrow suspicisve of Macketh and hic
actions. Could this moment be the catalyst for hic growing cuspicion?

Act 3, Scene 6

LENNOX: The gracious Duncan / Was
pitied of Macbeth: marry, he was
dead.

Here, Lennox discusses recent events
with another Lord.

LENNOX: Some holy angel/ Fly to
the court of England and unfold/ His
message ere he come, that a swift
blessing/ May soon return to this
our suffering country/ Under a hand
accursed!

Lennox comments on what he hopes
will happen once he learns that
Macduff has gone to England to see
Malcolm and the King of England,
Edward the Confessor.

Shakespeare presents (ennox here as an almost sarcastic, cardonic
Joker. He beging to aftribute a range of recent incidents and their
proximity to Macbeth. It is the firct real moment where (ennox
eriticises the new king. However, this becomes even more pointed next
when he wishes for Scotland to be purged of its ruler.
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Act 4, Scene 1 Lennox ic the character to tell Macbeth that Macduff has travelled
LENNOX: What’s your grace’s will? | to England. It is unclear what his motives are here: whether he ic
Lennox asks Macbeth what his 0{01'}1? Alk’/ﬂé, wheﬂxer he < WI.S’Afhj to ﬁhd out more Abo‘l/f /Macbeﬂl’g’

plans are. When Macbeth tells him reaction or whether he wiches to keep Macbeth cloce by plying him

he will have all in Macduff’s castle with information. Shakespeare doec not give Lemnox the spportunity to
murdered, Lennox does not reply. reply to Macbethe brutal plan, which could show either his chock or hic
continved compliance.

Act 5, Scene 2 Undeniably, Lennox ic now loyal to Malcolm and is willing to fight
LENNOX: Or so much as it needs,/ To | alongeide him to bring about the end of Macbethe reign. This typifies
dew the sovereign flower and drown | a// the named lords in the play and, ac we bnow from Shakespeares
the weeds. Make we our march writing, many of Macbethc own men, too.

towards Birnham.

After Caithness pledges ‘each drop

of us’ to cure Scotland'’s sickness - in
other words, Macbeth himself - this is
how Lennox responds.

Task 2

Your graph may have an overall chape that cuggests (ennox has a diminishing belief in. Macbeth as hic leader.
Simultaneovsly, it is worth noting that (ennoxc loyalty towards Malcolm increages over time.

Task 3
Shakespeare includes Lennox’s diminishing trust in Macbeth because...

his views echo and mirror the Seottich nobility more broadly. He has no reason to dictruvct Macbeth af the playe

start; it ic Macheths own actions and behaviours that drive (ennox’s suspicion in him.

Shakespeare includes Lennox’s diminishing trust in Macbeth but...

others, ecpecially Macduff cee their trust diminich more rapidly in the new king. To that end, it could be arqued

that (ennox ic either slower than the others, or more trusting of Macbeth.

Shakespeare includes Lennox’s diminishing trust in Macbeth so...

the avdience understande how much Macbeth's behaviour has fragmented and destroyed how otherc view him ac

the play progrecses.
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DAYEZY

Task 1
1. Rewrite the definition in 2. Transform the word into an 3. List other words that
your own words: image: connect to the term ‘morality’:
One’e inner sence of what ic ethice
right and wrong. right
wraug
principlec
decency
Justice
morality
Set standards that distinguish between what is right and
wrong in terms of behaviour
4. Use the term in a sentence: 5. Explain how the term 6. How does the term
‘morality’ connects to Macbeth: ‘morality’ connect to other
texts you have studied?
The morality of a percon ic Characters wrestle with their In An Inspector Calle) the
Judged by the way they treat cense of morality. Some, like Inspector tries to reawaken
othere. Macbeth, try to supprese their the morality of the Birlings by
sense of right and wrong in forcing them fo examine their
order to commit their crimes. treatment of Eva. Part of

Serovge’e journey o redemption
in A Christmas Carol’ ic about
getting him to recognice why o
sense of morality ic important.
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Task 2

Young Siward

Young Siward ic extremely aware of his moral compase. fHe

comes face to face with Macheth in baftle, and yet he
ctill engages with him, knowing how important it ic

that the tyrant is slain. He must know he has
no hope of winning against Macbeth, yet

The
Witches

The witches are

not aware of their
moral compacs. They fempt
Macbeth with propheciec that
eventoally allow him to destroy

he demonstrates courage in trying to
kill him anyway ~ The devil himself

could not pronounce a title/
Move hateful fo mine ear.

himself. However, one could arque
that they are not wholly bad. The witches
never command Macbeth to gain the crown
in the way he does. ﬂ:e_f/ give him ingight into hic
future in the line All hail Macbeth! that chalt be
king hereafter!’ but how that future manifestc itcelf ic
ent:'ke/g down to the Macbethe.

Macbeth

Macbeth ic aware of hic moral compase at first. In Act 1,
Seene ? he wonders whether he chould g0 ahead with

killing Domcan and eventually comes to the conclusion

Lady

that he will proceed no further in this bucinesc’ Macbeth
Ac he commite more crimes, however, all ) )
cense of a moral compass ic lost. [He It is easy to think
does what he can fo maintain power, that Lady Macbeth

regardlese of how wrong it ic. has wo moral compass, but
che doec, even if che ic not
that aware of it. She specifically
acks to be shrouded in ‘the dunnest
cmoke of hell’ co that her crimee cannot
be seen by any divine force. Furthermore, her
love for her father preventc her from murdering
Duncan; the king looks like him when he is sleeping.
This sense of love suggests she has come compascion

within her. Regardless of thic, however, che still persuades
Macbeth to g0 throvgh with the murder. It is a vile deed, but
che makes the choice for it to happen.

Macduff

Macduff is driven by hic moral compass. He will do whatever
it takec to rectore order to Seotland. Ac a result, his
family are killed when they are left vndefended. This
cacrifice, however, ensurec Macolm ic rectored
to the throne for Macduff convinces him to

return. [He believee in himself as a force
for good, telling Macbeth, T am not

treacherous...’

Ae the
hope for a
rectoration of law
and order, Malcolm'e
moral compace is intact.
Hie reign marks an end to
Macbeth'e tyranny. One covld
arque it ic hic moral compase that
compels him to flie about himself to
Macduff in Act 5, Seene 3 when he saye
Nay, had I power, T chould/ Pour the cweet milk
of concord into hell/ Uproar the universal peace,
confound/ All unity on earth. He has to lie to see if
Macduff is Telling the truth about how honourable he is.
However, this ability to lie matches Machethe. Maleolm shares
cimilar qualities, cuggecting he ic not beyond acting immorally.

Malcolm

—

Banquo

Banguo is aware of hic moral compase and he decides to trad o path
of goodness. He ic the anti-Macbeth, althovgh there are ctill

King moments where he could act on his sense of wrong. He acks
Duncan'e the witchee to speak prophecies To him in Act 1, Scene
moral compacs 3, highlighting & cense of curiosity and a willingnese

to engage with thece forces of darkness. He also
fears that Macbeth played ‘most foully’ for the
crown. [He echoes the worde of the witches

ic hic weaknecs. [He
i¢ a moral character
but he ic too trusting. He
cays of the traiforous Thane

and alco does not chare these concerns
with others, leaving Macbeth fo
pursue his covrse of bloody

of Cawdor, He was a gentleman
on whom I built/An abeslote trust’
He does not learn his lescon which ends
up in hic murder. Hic sence of right, to truct
Macbeth, is wrong. Hic moral compase existe
and he ic aware of it, but it blinds him to those
whose moral compags is not as pure.

action. Overall, however,
his sense of right ic
what dominates hic

actiong.

King Duncan
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DAYELY

Task 1

Some words that end in the suffix ‘-cide’ include:

Funy:‘ciz{e
Genocide
- Germicide
- Infanticide
- Insecticide
- Parricide
. ,Qegici:/e
Suicide
Tyrannicide
We can infer, therefore, that the suffix -cide relates to death or killing. Specifically, the suffix has the following
etymology:

The combining form —cide ic uced like a suffix meaning ‘killer’ or act of killing. It is often used in a variety of
scientific and technical terms. The form —cide vltimately comes from (atin ‘caedere] meaning ‘to kifl, to strike down.

Task 2
Infanticide Parricide
Act 1, Seene 7: (ady Macbeth references infanticide | - Act 2, Seene 2: Macbeth kills King Duncan, who
a¢ a way to persvade Macbeth to go through with could be seen ac a father figure, especially to (ady
killing the king (‘T would, ‘T have given cuck, and Macbeth (Had he not resembled/ My father as he
know/ How tender 'tic ts love the babe that milke clept, T had done't).

me:/ I would, while it was emifing in my face/ Have | . Act 2, Scene 3: Maleolm and Donalbain are accused
pluck’d my wipple from his bonelecs gums/ And dash'd | ,¢ having murdered their father (‘Your royal father's
the braing out). murder’d).

- Act 4, Seene 2: Lady Macduff and her children are
brutally mordered on Macbeth'e orders by ascacsing.
Although techuically not infanticide because of the
boy's age (thic would be more correctly referred to as
pedicide), thic ic a moment worth reflecting on.
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DAY K [

Task 1

1. Read Malcolm’s speech, the final speech in the
play, and highlight what you think is the most
important word in each line. There are 16 lines
which means you should have 16 words highlighted
by the time you’re finished. You should be able to
justify your choices. One has been done for you.

MALCOLM

We shall not spend a large expense of time

Before we reckon with your several loves,

And make us even with you. My thanes and kinsmen,
Henceforth be earls, the first that ever Scotland

In such an honour nam’d. What’s moretodo,**«***"*
Which would be planted newly with the time,—
As calling home our exil’d friends abroad,

That fled the snares of watchful tyranny;
Producing forth the cruel ministers

Of this dead butcher, and his fiend-like queen,
Who, as ’tis thought, by self and violent hands

oo

....
.o
.o

That calls upon us, by the grace of Grace,
We will perform in measure, time, and place.
So thanks to all at once, and to each one,

Whom we invite to see us crown’d at Scone.«=++***""" '

2. Pick five words you have highlighted. In the
space below, annotate these words, explaining
why you highlighted them. What do they tell

you about Malcolm’s character and his plans for
Scotland moving forward? What is Shakespeare’s
final message for his audiences, delivered through
Malcolm’s speech?

Referring o his fellow men as ‘kinsmen’ chowe that Malcolm does not

" distance himself from hic people; he does not allow hic kingohip to prevent

him from being at one with hic people like Macbeth. Malcolm binds them
together; there ic a cence of unity that hag long been miscing from
Seotland.

« This reveale Malcolim's generosity. Malcolm rewards those that deserve

his gratitude whereas Macbeth rewards ounly himself.

|« The fact Macbeth ic reqarded solely as a “butcher’ would imply that

Maleolm aims to avoid making the came mictakec are the former king.
Macbeth’e legacy is one of violence and bloodched whereas Malcolm aims
to craft a legacy for himself around peace and the idea of healing a
country whose wounde will remain raw for a long time.

« This chows that Malcolm is led by God whereas Macheth was led by hic

own ambitions and desires, casting the will of God aside when committing
the ultimate cin of regicide.

Maleolm invites all to see him crowned. The crowning of a new king at
the end of the play is symbolic of hope. Shakespeare is telling audiences
that a new dawn hac arvived for Seofland, and with it much needed
change.
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Task 2
Maleolm is presented as a figure of hope for Scotland at the end of the play. By referring to Macheth and (ady

Macbeth as a ‘dead butcher’ and a ‘fiend-like queen, audiencee come to vnderstand that this ic a new dawn for

Seotland: Malcolm will bring change including peace and procperity. This age of perpetual violence is over. This ic

Further emphasiced through Shakespeare's decicion to have Macduff kill Macbeth instead of Malcolm; althovgh

he is a tyrant, he is <till king and hic murder ic an act of regicide. The fact Malcolm. is not the one fo commit

thic act means that hic kingship is wot tainted at its beginning as Macbeth's was before him. Malcolm speaks

of bringing home those who were exiled, he rewards his thanes and kinsmen with the title of earl: already in thic

final cpeech there is a sense of unity, of bringing together a divided Seotland and her people. With Maleolms final

speech, Shakespeare ic telling audiences that tyranny cannot poscibly prevail that there will alwaye be a force

for good where evil exictc. An alfernative reading, however, could be that Malcolm cannst be fully trusted here.

Hie duplicity towards Macduff remains vnchallenged: he has the ability to deceive which could suggest, in a more

pessimistic inferpretation, that whilct thinge will improve in the chort term, power will always corrupt and be uced

for nefariovs purposes. Maleolm cannot fully be tructed.
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DAYEMS

Task 1

Bird

Quotation

In what context is the bird mentioned? Who or what does it
symbolise?

Egg

‘You egg!’

Just before Young Macduff ic murdered, the murderer describec him ae
an ‘egq. Thic symbolises the fact that thic boy is not yet a man; he is
Just an ‘e9q’ - living like the youngest, most fragile, least celf-cufficient

part of the life cycle of birds: a chick, before it has hatched. An egq ic
entirely reliant upon itc parent(c) to keep it cafe from predators. Here,

Young Macduff i ctruck down by a predator of hic own.

Chicken

=2

‘All my pretty
chickens?’

Chickens are mentioned by Macduff when he learns his children and
his wife (‘their dam) have been murdered. Chickens are generally birde
which are ceen as prey, particularly for foxec. The comparicon svggests
the family’c innocence who have been targeted without warrant by

Macbeth - the ‘fox.

Wren

>4

‘The poor wren, the
most diminutive of
birds’

(ady Macduff describes herself as the ‘most diminutive of birds'
Diminvtive’ means ‘cmall’ Decpite her comparatively small level of
importance compared to others, cuch as her husband, here (ady
Macduff confirms she will fight againct predators in order to protect
her ‘young' - her children; even if the predator is a far larger and
more violent creature (cuch ac Macbeth).

Falcon

‘Afalcon... was...
hawk’d at and kill’d’

Faleone have an association with victory and rulership, and thus the
falcon here reprecents King Duncan. Falcons are mentioned affer the
death of Duncan, as the Old Man and Rosc discuss the various ways in
which nature is behaving in an odd and unnatvral manner.

=
@

‘O hell-kite!

The reference to a ‘kite ic made when Macdoff diccovers the death
of hic family. Kites were ceen ac dangerous predators, and there were
many more kites in Elizabethan England than there are today. There
were beliefc that kites may aftack babies (Shakespeare alludes to
this in The Wintere Tale) and were therefore dangerous — much like
Macbeth, who hae murdered the children of Macduff
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Task 2
DUNCAN BANQUO MACDUFF
Dismay’d not this This guest of summer, 0, hell-kite!

Our captains, Macbeth and Banquo?

CAPTAIN
Yes;
As sparrows eagles...

The temple-haunting martlet, does
approve,

By his loved mansionry, that the
heaven’s breath

Smells wooingly here

Here, the Captain fells King Duncan that
Macbeth was not concerned or ‘dismayed’
by the MNorwegian army in battle: he

was unfazed, in the came way an eagle
would not be fazed by a sparrow becavse
the eagle ic the dominant, predatory

bird. In comparing Macbeth fo an

eagle, Shakespeare invokes ideas around
ctrength, courage and power.

Banguo describes Macheth’e castle as
pleasant, inhabited by a range of birds.

A ‘martlet’ ic a house-martin - a bird
which makes ite home in populated areas.
Banguo here agreec with King Duncar's
view of Macbeth’s castle, both focusing on
the pocitivec (cuch ac the martlets) and
ignoring the ‘fatal croak’ of the raven that
cignifies Duncan's impending deatth.

On hearing Macbeth has had Macdvffe
entire family mordered, Macduff exclaims
0, hell-kite!” In thic line, Shakespeare
chowe how opinions of Macheth have
fundamentally changed: he ic no longer an
‘eagle, but inctead a ravenove ‘kite’ cent, in
thic case, from ‘hell’

Task 3

N 3
A q
cereamed
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o 3
A ¢
poisonous
2 3 .
A . . 9

discovered

Your written answer will include the connotations you have made. For example, if you use the word ‘shriek’d’,
you should use the words ‘screamed’, ‘pain’, ‘death’ and ‘sadness’ in your response.
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DAYELY

Task 1
o Honest . Di,b/amo.tic
o  Brave o Moral and recilient

o Phycically ctrong

Task 2

MALCOLM

But | have none: the king-becoming graces,
As justice, verity, temp’rance, stableness, ..
Bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowliness, ~"*-... Juctice, truthfulness, moderation,
Devotion, patience, courage, fortitude, 7. congictency, generosity, perseverance,
I have no relish of them; but abound mercy, humility, devotion, patience,
In the division of each several crime, courage and bravery

Acting it many ways. Nay, had | power, | should

Pour the sweet milk of concord into hell,

Uproar the universal peace, confound

All unity on earth.

Task 3
Vislent, lecherous, greedy,
deceitful, hot-tempered,

malicioue

MALCOLM L
I grant him bloody, **

Luxurious, avaricious, false, deceitful,
Sudden, malicious, smacking of every sin
That has a name...
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Task 4
Shakespeare vsec the theme of kingship to warn audiences of what covld happen if ambition goes unchecked.

Shakespeare warns his avdiences that there ic no way of knowing in advance whether a caint or a tyrant will be

sitting vpon the throne. Kingship ic clearly recerved for those who have been chocen to be there; if one pocsesces

a desive to vsurp the throne, they will be severely puniched. Shakespeare supports qualities of truthfulnes, honesty

and morality in relation to a monarch and believes greed, deceit and malice to be the downfall of many kings. It

may be, then, that Shakespeare is inviting avdiences to concider these qualifiee in themselves and to reflect on

which of these drives their morality.
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DAYELY

Task 1
iamb A pair of <yllables, where the first cyllable ic ctrecsed and the cecond cyllable ic unstrecced.
pent- This prefix means “five. It has it origing in Ancient Greece. Other worde that use this prefix
include pentagon. (a five-cided chape) and pentathlon (an athletic competition involving five
ceparate events).
trochee A pair of syllablec where the first syllable ic unctrecsed and the second syllable is ctrecsed.
tetra- This prefix means ‘four. It has its origins in Ancient Greece.
Task 2
1. Sofairand foul a day | have not seen (Macbeth; iambic pentameter)
2. Thrice the brindled cat hath mew’d
3. Letevery soldier hew him down a bough (Malcolm; iambic pentameter)
4. No more that Thane of Cawdor shall deceive (King Duncan; iambic pentameter)
5. Knock, knock, knock! Who's there, i’ the name of Beelzebub

Parts of the speech are written in iambic pentameter, and parte are not. The linec which do tend to be writfen in

iambic penfameter ceem (ike the moments when he ic precented either as feeling confident, or when he ic precented

a¢ atfempting to convince himself that all will be well. Shakespeare shows an unvoiced fear of Malcolm through hic

use of metre, ac it ic when Macheth mentions Maleolm that hic lines are no longer written in inmbic penfameter.

This showe his feat, and his gradual loss of mental stability. The speech returns to clear iambic pentameter af the

end of the speech in the final rhyming covplet: Macbeth has a rallying cry, here, to battle. He ic attempting to

convince himself that he ic not, and will not be, ccared.
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Task 3

Answers have not been provided for this task, as the information for your response is contained within the

day’s resources.
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DAY §-1)

Task 1

Start End

1. Quotation

T hear o knocking... retire
we to our chamber; [ A little
water cleare us of thic deed.

3. Quotation

To bed, to be: there's
knocking at the gate: come,

come, come, come...’

4. Analysis

Repetition of ‘to bed’ and
come’ cuggect a level of
panic in (ady Macbeth'c

recoflection of evente.

2. Analysis

Her language ic quite dicmiccive
and reduces the rick Macheth
feele — it will only take ‘a little
water’ fHer use of imperatives
(retire) chows she feels in
control of the citvation.

5. What has
changed?
(Aa(y Macbheth has qone from being
a confident, controlling woman fo
a panicked, paranoid one. Do her
words at the end of the play reflect
her internal fee//ngs‘ at
the ctart per/mpr?
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Start End

3. Quotation

Here'e the emell of the blood
ctill: all the perfumes of
Arabia will not sweeten thic
little hand.

1. Quotation

A little water cleare us of
this deedy/ How easy it is
then!”

4. Analysis
(ady Macbeth clecpwalks,
and believes her hands ctill
emell of blood and cannot be
cleared, even with perfume.

2. Analysis

Lady Macbeth believec that
cimply waching their hands
will vid them of the evidence
and quilt.

5. What has
changed?

Lady Macbeth has realised
that her quilt is overwhelming

and not easy to clear. She is
indelibly ctained by it.

Start End

3. Quotation
What'e to be done?

1. Quotation

Glamis thou art, and
Cawdor, and shalt be/ what
thou art promised.

4. Analysis

Lady Machethe use of
interrogatives here shows
che doec not know what

Macbheth's next plans are -

and he doesn’t tell her.

2. Analysis

Lady Macbeth’s use of
imperative verbe chowe how
determined che ic for Macbeth

to get what che believes ic
reliably hic - the crown.

.What has
changed?
Lady Macbeth once drove the
conversation, and now is the not even
part of it: where che once had her
husband’e attention, now he ic
moving on without her counsel.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

Task 2

Ambition and influence

At the beginning of the play, (ady Macbeth i
ambitious and power-hungry. Arguably, it ic through her
encovragement that Macbeth ceriously purcves the throne,
through any meane nececsary, including regicide. Her
influence and manipulation play a crucial role in Macbethe
decicions and yet, quickly, che seec that hic actione have
consequences and almost immediately he begine to vnravel.
This is likely to leave her feeling, at least in come small way,
culpable.

Guilt and remorse
Ag the play progresces, (ady Macbeth'c quilt steadily

consumes her. Her involvement in Duncan’e murder and the
cubsequent crimes committed by Macbeth lead to a decline
in her mental stabilily. The burden of her quilt manifests
itself in Act 5, Scene 1 — the infamous cleepwalking scene.

Lack of control

Lady Macbeths ctrength begins to crumble, revealing her
vulnerabifity and inner tormoil. Thic ic arquably caused by
the weight of her actions, but alco by Macbeth's growing
icolation From her. He beging to act without her councel,
and thus for Lady Macbeth she feele a sense of lscs of

control.

Isolation
(ady Macbeth becomee increasingly icolated as Macbeth
becomee more obsecced with maintaining the crown and
he slips further info tyrannical leadership. Her isolation
exacerbates her inner ctrvggles and, despite acting as a
pair fo complete the act of regicide, che ic left with no one
to confide in, no one fo ceek colace from.

Task 3

Shakespeares portrayal of Lady Macketh's gradual decline ic didactic in nature, emphagicing the dangers of

unchecked ambition and the ethical consequences of pursuing power at any costs. By showing her shift from a

calculating, manipulative woman to a quilt-ridden, tormented individual, Shakespeare comments on the fragility of

the human peyche and the destructive impact of dicregarding moral bovndaries. Shakespeare ceems to be presenting

hic avdience with a cautionary tafe on the dangers of acting immorally.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

DAYRS

Task 1
Synonyms or connections to other words:
Write a definition of Picture
‘nihilism’ in your own
words
Peccimiom
The belief that life ic
meaninglese. Everything is
without purpose.
Cyniciem
Rejection

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

Task 2

MACBETH
She should have died hereafter.

There would have been a time for such a word.

Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow,
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day,

To the last syllable of recorded time;

And all our yesterdays have lighted fools

The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle!
Life’s but a walking shadow; a poor player,
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,
And then is heard no more: it is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.

Task 3

How does this speech connect to the idea of nihilism?

1. Macbeth compares life to ‘a walking chadow, implying that
life ic chort and f/eeﬁng and that naﬂu‘ng we acfua//y do in
it matters. Macbeth commente on the transcience (meaning
‘lasting a chort time) of life. Shadswe can disappear as will
all people.

2. Macbeth’e line that life ic a poor player’ who ‘ic heard no
more’ once their hour on the stage has concluded, impliee that
our actions are meaningless. They mean nothing. Any aftempt
to build a legacy for surselves ic futile for we will only be
forgotten once we die.

3. Uite is full of bombact. Whilst navigating the chaos of
life ceems like the most important thing at the time it is
occurring, that chaos ic pointlese.

In thic speech, Macbeth pounderc over the futility of life and the fact that death is an inevitability; no amount of

power can halt everyoune’s common fate. He compares fife to a ‘walking chadow’ and a poor player that ctrvts and

frefe hic hour upon the ctage and then ic heard no more. This would incinvate that life itcelf holds no significance

whatcoever in context of the greatfer universe; it is inconsequential and all human endeavovr is ultimately carried

out in vain. This, then, ic where Macbeth manifests a cense of nikiliom for he hae strived to get what he wants

and hac completely failed, letting hic ambition clovd hic judgement, rendering him blind to all else.
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DAYRZY

Task 1

1. What happens in this scene? Provide a short summary.

In thic scene, Young Siward faces Macbeth ac English forcee march on Seotland. Young Siward asks Macbeth to

identify himself. Upon hearing that Macbeth ic who he hac been ceeking, Young Siward fightc him but ic clain.

2. What impression are audiences given of Young Siward in this scene? What language has Shakespeare
used to create this impression?

Young Siward ic revealed to be a brave and couragesvs character through the way he confronts Macbeth. fHe does

not speak fo Macheth as one would expect someone to speak To a king. By calling Macbeth an abhorred tyrant,

Young Siward voices to Macbeth the perception othere have of him. Although there ic every chance he covld be

killed, Young Siward still attempts to destroy the evil that has corrupted Seotland.

3. Young Siward is slain. In a literal sense, this tells audiences that he is no match for Macbeth’s prowess
on the battlefield. What does it tell us in a symbolic sense?

In a symbolic sence, audiences understand that good has tried to prevail over evil. Perhaps Young Siward’s actions

remind v that evil will continue o thrive if good people do nothing. Although he ic killed, Young Siward reminds

audiences that tyranny can only exict if fear ic allswed to flovrich.
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Task 2

An odd centiment:
Siward would wich
thic death upon hic
other cons tos. Siward
finds solace in knowing
his con died doing his
duty with honour. *

ROSS

Your son, my lord, has paid a soldier’s debt:

He only liv’d but till he was a man;

The which no sooner had his prowess confirm’d
In the unshrinking station where he fought,

But like a man he died.

SIWARD
Then heis dead?

FLEANCE

Ay, and brought off the field. Your cause of sorrow
Must not be measur’d by his worth, for then

It hath no end.

SIWARD
Had he his hurts before? ™

ROSS
Ay, on the front.

SIWARD
Why then, God’s soldier be he!
Had | as many sons as | have hairs, ~ ,..-

I would not wish them to a fairer death: ***"

And so his knell is knoll’d.

B
.

Siward questions how
his con died. He carec
that hic con'c wounds
are on the front of
his body because if

L.|-27 they were on hic back

it would imply he had
fed from Macbeth,
which would connote
cowardice.

Honouvr and duty

-+ can only be achieved

through violent means.

Ae a duo, Siward and Young Siward represent a contrast to Macbethc character. UWhere Macbeth reprecents

brutality, malice and malevolence, Siward and Young Siward are characters of loyalty, honovr and duty. Their

actions manifest themeelves out of a desive to do what ic right for all, rather than Macbeth who is primarily

celf serving. Young Siward’e death could be included to highlight the theme of the high cost of ambition and the

devastating impact of war on families and individvals.
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LIV s3

Task 1

BANQUO

.o
.o
.
DI

....

.......
...............
------

Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that nature
Gives way to in repose!

Enter MACBETH, and a Servant with a torch

Give memy sword. «-..o.ooiiiiiiii i

Who'’s there?

MACBETH
Afriend.

BANQUO

What, sir, not yet at rest? The king’s a-bed:

He hath been in unusual pleasure, and

Sent forth great largess to your offices. --.... .
This diamond he greets your wife withal, '
By the name of most kind hostess; and shut up

In measureless content.

MACBETH

Being unprepared,

Our will became the servant to defect;
Which else should free have wrought.

BANQUO
All’s well. .
I dreamt last night of the three weird sisters:
To you they have show’d some truth.

MACBETH

I think not of them:

Yet, when we can entreat an hour to serve,
We would spend it in some words upon that
business,

If you would grant the time.

Banquo cuspects comeone or comething ic being

" hidden from God and the heavene or that God

cannst see what ic truly going on.

" Banquo decired cleep but cannot achieve it because

he is having bad thoughts which he cannot ctop
thinking about in bed. These thoughts may be hic
suspicions about Macbeth.

Banquo ic quick to ask for hic sword to be

returned to him. Thic chows his nervovsness and

anxiely in the castle — perhaps he fearc that he
will be attacked or worce, either becavse of hic
acscociations with Macbeth or because of his fears
about Macbeth coming to fruition.

Banquo believes the king ic being unusvally

" generous. Could this be a warning ts Macbeth

that the king is kind and g00d and chould not be
challenged? Could it be a reminder to Macbeth
that he is in favour, and any actions against the
king would ctand to jeopardice thic?

 Banquo hac been dreaming about the witches and
the fruthe they have chown to Macbeth. fHe might

be preoccupied with thic because they have not
had o chance to discuss the witches or because of
the seemingly conflicting propheciec about Macbeth
and Banquo's song being king.
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BANQUO
At your kind’st leisure.

MACBETH
If you shall cleave to my consent, when ‘tis,

BANQUO ...t
Sollosenone” """

In seeking to augment it, but still keep

My bosom franchised and allegiance clear,
I shall be counsell’d.

It shall make honour foryou. ...

.o
e
oo

Task 2

Banquo is in dichelief at the witches initially
and does not accept them as real — he questions
their appearance. This ccepticism and fear was
commonly held by Jacobeans. He even warns
Macbeth about the dangere of lictening to them.

Banguo ic loyal to King Dumcan.
There ic no evidence he has a decire

This line feele almost like a warning to Macbeth.
Macbeth, in secking more honoor (ac king),
ctands To lose afl bic honour if he ruches to the
crown through the route of regicide. This line alco
emphagises Banguo's moral, upstanding character,

" and the fact that hic own ambition i¢ not his

hamartia, unlite Macbeth.

. Contextually Jacobeans believed King Jamee VI/T

was deccended from Banquo. Therefore, in aiming
to imprese the king, it would have been imporfant
to Shakecpeare to demonstrate that he comes from
honest lineage.

After the death of King Duncan, Banguo ic
keen to investigate the murder. [He does not
chy away from a decire for justice for the
felled monarch.

King Duncan — amonget othere
Lo+ = views Banquo as a moral and
upstanding citizen. [He describes

to take the throne for hic own cons, "t eel Banguo as ‘noble’ and publicly
anlibe Macbeth. ' embraces him in thanke.

Banguo shows concern for Mackethe ™" Q ....... Jacobeans generally believed that
quiet and odd behaviour affer they . King James VI/T was deccended

receive the prophecies.

from Bm«\quo‘ Jo that end, Bamyuo
ic presented as a moral and good
character.

Banguo ic a brave and honourable

coldier; fighting for the king and for

Seotland.
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Task 3

Your answers may include some of the following points:

Banguo might be scared for himself and hic own family, and <o doesi’t wich to enrage Macbeth. This might
ceem. selfich to Seotland at large but is underctandable in the context of Banguo'c own priorities.

Macbeth, as the king, ic God'e representative on earth. In calling into quection Macbeth's place as king, he is
potentially laying himself open to divine retribution.

Similarly, Banguo knows Macbeth’e prowese on the battlefield. Ac king, Macbeth has more power and more
weaponry in his arcenal, and thus Banquo knows he ctands [ittle chance againct Macbheth.

Whilst Banquo may wot be able to be described ac a particularly moral character for these reasons, his
behaviour is very underctandable in the context.
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DAYRZY

Task 1

1. Why might ambition be ‘a major concern’ for political thinkers?

Politics can be synonymous with power. If one rices the ranks of politics, one can wield a large amount of power.

It ic what one does with that power that can be seen as a concern. It aleo depends on what kind of ambition

comeone has. I it ic a perconal ambition, one that will only benefit them, then one might harm otherc to get what

they want: Serving in politice should be about cervant leadership and working for the common good.

2. Why should those who ‘populate the ranks of government’ not have too much ambition?

IF one has too much power, they may abuce their position fo get what they want. Ambition is not a bad thing,

but there may be instances where ambition breede selfichness; if someone has tos much ambition in government,

othere may wonder whether caid person ic in their pocition to help others in cociety or whether they are out for

themeelveg.

3. How can this observation be read in relation to Shakespeare’s Macbeth?

Macbeth is a character who has too much ambition. Not only does he use hie privileged position of being close to

the king fo get what he wants, but hic ambition ic replaced by another as coon as one is achieved. baining the

crown (s wot enovgh. [He then wante to maintain his kingship and ensure itc pasced down hic lineage. Hic ambitions

drive him to commit vislent actions. He ic a case ctudy as to why overly ambitiovs people are a concern for others;

no one knows what one is capable of if they want comething badly.
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Macbeth has (ady Macduff and her
children claughtered. Although he comes to

believe MacdufF ic no threat, their deathe

Task 2
Macbeth keeps information from
his wife as he clowly begins to make
decicions for himeelf
isions. for himself strike at the heart of hic enemy.
N NY
N N RN
N O
BN S
N o
§ &
Macbeth fights on until % N & &
Y & 8§
the very end, even though 3 8 & g
O
he has already mused on N ;“ \Qﬂ &
; . 3 ® AN
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o .
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\”t,\ 0 Q\ & \'3 “S)Jb & I[ F N d &{ //
> Qrm N ,}* Q ormer (riend and ally
N S&’,Qé‘ redundant. He alco tries
to have Fleance killed but
faile in thic endeavour.
Macbeth wiches to be king
after hearing the prophecies
of the witches.
v
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Macbeth wiches fo maintain
his grip on power and pass the
the®

erown to hic progeny.
Macbeth muorders King Doncan, risking
eternal condemunation from God. In order

to secure power;, he must firct remove it
From thoce who already poccecs it.
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DAYRLE

Task 1

Logos

Reasoning, logic; argument

Pathoc Ethos

Emotional impact; appealing Credibility of the
to emotions cpeaker; trustworthinecs

An audience, upon hearing these ideas, would feel confident in the speaker; they would trust them, and agree with

them, and want fo do the thing the cpeaker was focusing on. They would feel reascured that they were following

the right leader.
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Task 2

Logos

Hie use of a real-life comparicon
between the men and a list of dogs
ceems factual and reasonable. It
ceems logical for the men that thic
comparison ic made.

Ethos

Use of rhetorical quectione - makes
him ceem refiable. They can’t not
agree with him (indeed, they are
given no time to dicagree).

In the final cpeech, Macbeth vses
long, flowing centences which make
him ceem more credible.

Macbeth does not speak in iambic
pentameter here which makes him
cound more relatable and familiar
to the murdererc. By bringing
himself ‘down’ to their level, he
increages hic credibility.

Pathos

‘Enem/- thic ic an emotive ferm,
intended To ctir ctrong feelinge
against Banquo in the hearts and
minde of the murderers.

Macbeth appeals to the ‘love’ the
murderers have for him, thereby
implicating them in the act. IF they
have a. close relationchip, thic may
ceem like a reaconable covrce of
action for them.
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DAYRY

Task 1

Macduff does not attend Macbeth’e banquet, Macduff is loyal to King Duncan. He does
even though he must be aware that to do o Duncas’e bidding - He did command me
would draw the kingc atfention to him. "-. - to call timely on him!

‘l am not treacherous.’

Macduff mourns hic family ** N Unaware that che had played — Macduff leaves hic wife and children in an
how they chould be mourned. a part in thece tragic events, attempt to convince Maleolm to refurn to
He defies traditional masculine Macduff tries to chield (ady Englond, even though he knows the risks of
stereotypec and allows hic grief Macbeth from the horrors of leaving them undefended. He ic determined

to reveal itcelf Duncar’e murder. to restore howour fo hic country.

Task 2

List four things you learn from the extract about Macduff. One has been done for you:

1) Macduff will do anything to restore order to 3) Lady Macduff does not understand Macduff's motives
Seotland, even if it means leaving hic family. in travelling to England.

2) Macbeth encourages Macduff to get revenge for hic  4) Macduff is suited for the battlefield, just like
family'c death. There ic no reason for his family to be  audiencec cee from Macbeth at the beginning of the
killed. They poce no threat. They are killed anyway and  play.

co Macbeth hac forced Macduffe hand.

Task 3
In killing Macduff's family, Macbeth has turned Macduff into a vercion of himself. By the end of the play, both

lady Macbeth and Lady Macduff are dead, they have no children, and both are equally determined to kill the

other. Macbeth’e brutality means Macduff faces a very similar cituation. However, whereac Macbeth acts in this

vislent way to maintain power and to spread fear, Macduff acte to rectore order to Seotland. Although Macduff ic

Macbeth’e oppocite in terme of morality, they chare cerfain similarities too.
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Guilt and madness
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Task 2

3. How is Macbeth trying to compliment Lady Macbeth in
this line? Contextually, why is his comment significant?

2. Is this quotation a ‘foul’ or ‘fair’
reference to children for Macbeth?
Why?
Thic quote contains a ‘fair’ ref
1. What does this
quotation mean?

‘Bring forth
menchildren only;
For thy undaunted
mettle should
compose
Nothing but
males.’

1. Macbeth is saying that (ady Macbeth should only have male children, becavse of her ctrength and resifience (her
mettle).

2. This quotation contains a 'fair’ reference to children for Macbeth. Macbeth is imagining a time where they might
have strong male heire ac a way to compliment (ady Macbeth.

3. Lady Macbeth had asked for the cpivits to ‘unsex’ her and give her more masculine qualitiec. Therefore, being told
that che ic ‘worthy of having only male children is cuggestive of the fact that Macbeth ic complimenting her ctrength.
It ic contextually significant given that the crown could only be pasced to a male heir: here, Macbeth is cuggesting
that there ic hope for the continuation of their limeage.
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3. How is Macheth’s fear of failing to pass his crown to
an heir realised in this apparition? How does he react to
this revelation?

2. Is this quotation a ‘foul’ or ‘fair’
reference to children for Macbheth? Why?

1. What does this
quotation mean?

Third
apparition: a
child, crowned,
with a tree in
his hand.

1. The wifches chow Macbeth a ceries of apparitions, who chare a cecond et of propheciec for the doomed king.
Literally, the apparition i a child, wearing a crown, and holding alsft o tree branch.

2. This quotation ic a ‘foul’ reference to children for Macbeth, becavse it represents the idea of a new king faking
the crown - which is the last thing he wante.

3. Macbeth does not have children, co thic cannot be his child, crowned. It is likely to conjure memories of Fleance
and the fear Macbeth has of him ucurping the throne. The apparition itself qoes on to fell Macbeth that he has no
need to fear vutil Birnam Wood moves towards Dunciname. Macbeth'c reaction is very blase; he is confident that
there ic no way thic can possibly happen and thus he believes that hic reign is as cecure ag it can be, for now.
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3. Even Macduff is aware of Macbeth’s childless status
and makes this comment after discovering his own
family have been slain. Why is this a significant moment
for both Macduff and Macbeth?

2. Is this quotation a ‘foul’ or ‘fair’
reference to children for Macbheth? Why?

1. What does this
quotation mean?

‘He has no
children.’

1. Maduff on learning about the slaughter of hic own family, comments that Macbeth has no children.

2. Whilst Macbeth ic not present when thece words are cpoken, it i o ‘foul’ reference 1o children. fic inability to
pase hic crown on to a child of hic own is part of the reason why he descende infs madnecs.

3. Macduff realices that, reqardlese of what he does fo avenge the death of his family, he can never harm Macbeth in
the came way he himeelf has been harmed: Macbeth cannot feel the came sense of loss ac Macduft as Macdvff has
lost hic children. For Macbheth, it is yet another reminder of hic childless ctatvs; another reminder that regardlese
of what he atftempts to do, the crown cannot remain in hic lineage.
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DAYRIY

Task 1

1. On the night Macbeth murders Duncan, 2. After hallucinating a bloody dagger that
Banquo says: A heavy summons lies like lead leads him to Duncan’s chambers, Macbeth
upon me,/ And yet | would not sleep. Merciful says: Now o’er the one half-world / Nature
powers,/ Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that seems dead, and wicked dreams abuse / The
nature/ Gives way to in repose! (Act 2, Scene 1) curtain’d sleep. (Act 2, Scene 1)
Macbeth imagines that those who are asleep are being
hounded by nightmarec. Macheth comments on the similaritiec

(o) over the appearances of those who are asleep and thoce who
o are dead. Sleep ic presented ac something ominouc here.
Banguo is tired at thic point in the play, yet he cannot sleep.
Hie mind is filled with thoughts that disturb him. To cleep
now would be to render himself or others vulnerable if he .
ic not there to protect them. Sleep entices Banquo and yet 3. After murdering Duncan, Macbeth

he must resict it, for he ic the presence of morality in thic says: Methought | heard a voice cry,
ccene and feels that comething ic amiss. “Sleep no more!” (Act 2, Scene 2) @

Macbeth ic distrecced at the concept of never being ‘ ’
able to sleep again. For him, this i a torturous L J
o thought. Sleep will offer him a way to escape the

4. When Duncan’s body is discovered Aarjl\ realities he himself is cm{'t?ng and ;zt he _
and those in the castle alerted to the believee a voice has Told him that thic is not poscible.
murder, Lady Macbeth says: What’s the Sleep ic comething he wants that he cannot have.
business,/ That such a hideous trumpet
calls to parley/ The sleepers of the house?
Speak, speak! (Act 2, Scene 2)

5. Upon ordering Banquo’s murder, Macbeth says: Better
be with the dead,/ Whom we, to gain our peace, have sent to

(ady Macheth prefends che hac been acleep when peace, / Than on the torture of the mind to lie
Duncan'e body is diccovered. Sleep, to Lady Macbeth, In restless ecstasy. Duncan is in his grave;/ After life’s fitful
offerc her an excuce, an alibi of sorts. She pretende fever he sleeps well (Act 3, Scene 2)

che hac been engaging in comething peaceful comething
innocent, far from the brutality that has taken place
in the castle. Sleep ic presented by (ady Macheth as
comething that chould not be inferrupted.

ic an efernal cleep and Macbeth begine to lament the idea that he cannot join
Duncan in his own everlasting cleep. After all, Duncan ic at peace now, blischully
unaware throvgh death of the chaos that has come to define Macbeth life.

E Sleep is presented ac something that can put an end fo the chaos of life. Death

6. Upon seeing Banquo’s ghost, Macbeth is told by
Lady Macbeth: You lack the season of all natures, sleep.
(Act 3, Scene 4)

(ady Macbeth enacte Macbethc fear Lady Macheth knows that steep is vital here and lack of sleep is offered
in thic sceme: ‘Sleep wo morel’. Tt is a¢ an explanation for Machethe hallucinations. The idea of Macbeth

a paradox of sorts. (ady Macbeth ic murdering’ cleep has come to fruition. It is decperately needed and yet it
clecping and yet gets no sleep. In thic evades Macbeth. In thic sence, cleep ic precented as comething medicinal:

cense, the act of sleeping does not offer Lady Macheth believec it would cure Macbeth. of hic erratic behaviour.

the respite covght by Macbeth and (ady

Macbeth. Sleep is desived and yet it ic

not a way of escaping quilt. Only the

innocent can sleep soundly. 2

zz @ 7. As Lady Macbeth becomes consumed by her guilt, the Gentlewoman

O describes the Queen’s actions: Since his Majesty went into the field, | have seen

her rise from her bed, throw her nightgown upon her, unlock her closet, take forth
paper, fold it, write upon’t, read it, afterwards seal it, and again return to bed; yet
all this while in a most fast sleep. (Act 5, Scene 1)
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Task 2

Sleep puts an end to each day.

It is what Macbeth desperately
needs now: an end to the torment
he has brought upon himeelf.

Macbeth alludes to

the medicinal nature
of sleep. Sleep ic a
‘balm, cuggesting it has
coothing or reparative
qualities for ‘hurt
minde, minds that are

in distresc. Perhaps thid '

ic why Macbeth ic co
tormented by the idea
of not ever being able
to sleep again.

Task 3

Macbeth saye cleep can act as a

way of eccaping from fears and
worries, offering recpite and relief

from the chaos of life.

MACBETH :
Methought | heard a voice cry, “Sleep no more!
Macbeth does murder sleep,”—the innocent steep;

* Sleep that knits up the ravell’'d sleave of care,’ .
* The death of each day’s life, sore labour’s bath, "
.. Balm of hurt minds, great nature’s second course,

* Chief nourisher in life’s feast.

Macbeth saye sleep
i¢ like a bath after a

 hard day’s work. Sleep

i¢ the thing that ic able
to ease the physical
aches felt as a result
of what has happened
during the day.

This metaphor shows how life cannot be svctained without cleep.
It forechadows Macbethe descent into celf-destruction. For one to
be novriched, one must sleep. By facing the procpect of perpetval

insomnia, Macbeth ic staring info his own doom.

At the beginning of the play, cleep ic precented as something that reprecents innocence and peace although it

also rendere thoce who cleep ac vulnerable. Sleep allows the Macheths to commit their evil deeds, yet as the play

progresces, Shakespeare uses the motif of sleep to expose the dangers of corruption and the consequences of

quilt: Sleep ic ‘chief nourisher in lifés feast’ co, ac Macbeth falle further from qrace, his incomnia perpetuates his

distress and fears.
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).\ 59

Task 1

She ic asking to have the ‘weakmnecses’ agsociated with being
female removed so that che is able to encure Macbeth goes
through with the plan. Whilst che ic not acking to be ‘turned
into o man] che wiches to have characterictice of masculinity

bectowed upon her.

LADY MACBETH

Ac we have seen already in the play by thic point, Macbeth'e
embodiment of masculinity has been through hic prowess on
the battlefield. In being rothlece and cruel che hopes fo emulate
come of thece characterictice.

Come you spirits that tend on mortal thoughts,
unsex me here, and fill me from the crown to the
toe, top-full of direst cruelty.

Gender conventions were rather fixed in the Jacobean period,
and thus che couldn’t behave like thic of her own volition.

Mortal thoughts’ imbues an idea of witchcraft and
otherworldlinecs’ It suggestc she ic in need of the supernatural
to help her achieve her gonls.

Banguoe ghost

LADY MACBETH
Are you a man?

MACBETH

She has encouraged him throughout to behave in o way che
views as ‘masculine’ - they are the traifc she believes he ought
to be exhibiting. She is reminding him, here, of how che wiches
for him to behave.

Ay, and a bold one, that dare look on that which
might appal the devil.

It is almost ac if he ic suggesting that men are not reqularly
appalled by challenging cights, which means he ic acking her to
infer that what he seec ic particularly terrifying.

MALCOLM
Dispute it like a man.

MACDUFF
I shall do so, but I must also feel it as a man

The expectation was of men to be the defender of the home. It
was a particularly bloody time in Scottich history in reality; a
time when many men went into battle to defend their land or
the crown. Here, Malcolm almoct suggests that responding with
vislence is the default for men.

There ic an inference here that Macduff thinks it is important
to sit with his feelinge and his grief In a play dominated

by cold maccolinity, this tender masculinity ic a cignifier

that masculinity can be subverfed when compared with the
behaviour of other men in the play.
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Task 2

Your summary may include some of the following ideas:

Masculinity and violence are closely linked throughout the play.

Macculinity means, in part, to be able to remove emotion and act in a cold/unfeeling way.

Masculinity, violence and wnegative emotions are ctereotypically what it means fo be masculine within the world
of the play.

Malcolm believes masculinity lends itcelf 1o violence and disreqarde Macduffe emotions.
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DAYIE

Task 1

MACBETH

How now, you secret, black, and midnight hags!
What is’t you do?

WITCHES
A deed without a name.

MACBETH

| conjure you, by that which you profess,

(Howe’er you come to know it) answer me:

Though you untie the winds, and let them fight
Against the churches; though the yesty waves
Confound and swallow navigation up;

Though bladed corn be lodg’d, and trees blown down;
Though castles topple on their warders’ heads;
Though palaces and pyramids do slope

Their heads to their foundations; though the treasure
Of nature’s germens tumble all together,

Even till destruction sicken, answer me

To what | ask you.

1. ‘Cecret, ‘black’ and ‘midnight’ connects the
witches fo darkness, wickednese and immorality.
‘Cecret’ emphagises the witches’ ability to work in the
backgrovund to plot and ccheme. Hags’ gives audiences
another indication of their appearance; they are

old and vgly, their evil rendered in their phycical
appearance.

2. IF the witches are performing a. ‘deed without

a name, it would suggest that their actions are so
wicked that it cannot possibly by named or explained.
Thic doee not bother Macbeth. He ctill wiches ts
engage with them, perhaps because he himself hae
also performed deeds that are too terrible to mention.

3. Macbeth speaks in commands. This could imply
he befieves he can control thece forces of the
cupernatural. I thic ic the case, he has almost
become delusional in his belief of what he is capable
of He ctill thinks he ic in control and yet it ic quite
evident that he ic not.

4. Macbeth acknowledges that witches can create
ctorms and cause mighty structures to coflapse. [He
ic aware of their power and still approaches them.
Could this be cignifying that Macbeth, in a way,
wanfc the power they have, or at the very least
wante his power to be equal in meacure?

5. One could inferpret Macheth in thic ccene a¢
being desperate, but he i far from the raving man
that he was upon seeing Bamquo'e ghoct in Act 3,
Seene 4. He ceeme calmer as he ic cet on what he
needs to do.
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Task 2

1. Shakespeare has Macbeth vse imperative verbs in both scenes. Macbeth commande the witches to ctay and

speak to him. It would imply that in both ccenes, Macbeth believes he can control the witches and the apparitions

they conjure.

2. Perhape the reasons for why Macbeth commande the witches fo ctay has changed between scenes. In Act 1,

Seene 3, Macbeth commands the witches fo ctay because he is corious fo know more of what they have o cay. In

Act 4, Seene 1, he ic still curious, but it ceems he believes in his power that the crown affords him. Perhape he i

under the imprescion that he can control the witches and their propheciec.

3. Macbeth is a weak character at this point. He cannot wield the power he has appropriately, and the fact

he needc to seek out the witches to learn more about himself and his future svggests that he ic blind fo his own

personal situation and the political cituation of Scotland. In a sence, by viciting the witches, he ic currendering

himself to them. He ic fully acknowledging that he cannst rvle without them.

Task 3

Macbeth is a character who has cuccumbed to temptation between Act 1, Seene 3 and Act 4, Scene 1. This

temptation has led him down a path of bloodshed and vislence, an immoral path that leads both (ady Macbeth

and him away from God and heaven. Macbeth has taken omall pieces of information and pursved a course of

action without knowing any real context which ic why he feelc he needs to seek the witches out in Act 4, Scene

1. Macbeth may be king, but he has put himeelf in the hande of the witches; he has curvendered himself to an

external party, a far cry from the independent and ‘brave’ warrior he was infroduced to avdiences ac at the

beginning of Act 1.
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DAYIGE

Task 1

In your own words, Use the term correctly
write a definition: in a sentence:

Someone’e mood changing
quickly, cuddenly, often.

Macbeth’s nature becomes
increasingly mercurial as
his degperation fo maintain
power consumes him.

mercurial

What other words
are connected to the
keyword:

volatile
temperamental

unpredictable
fickle

Task 2

1.

Create a question
where the keyword is
the answer:

What ic a word that
means comeone mood
ic unpredictable and
anstable?

List words that are the
opposite of the key
word:

ctable
cteady
constant

This line is cignificant because it demonstrates the mercurial nature of Macheths character. Throughout the play,

Macbeth'c perconality undergoec cignificant changes, as he transforms from a loyal and valiant soldier into a

power-hungry and paranscid tyrant. Macbeth'c behaviour in thic ccene highlights the extent fo which hic mental

stafe has deteriorated; he ic unable fo control hic emotions and actc impulsively, acking for his armour in Act 5,

Seene 3 and then asking for it to be removed only a few lines (ater.
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2.

Macbeth ic given a cet of Macbeth mordere
prophecies from the three witchec. Duncon and the quilt
One of these prophecies promises he feelc overwhelms
Macbeth vltimate power: that he him.

will be king.

Macbeth ic given a second cet of prophecies. He ic told no one born
of woman can ctop him and yet he is alco told to beware Macduff.
These conflicting prophecies lead Macbeth to believe he is protected
and yet he still decidec to commit pedicide.

Lady Macheth coercec Macbeth Macbeth betraye thoce who were The challenge to Macbeth'c power, manifested
into committing regicide, tempting previoucly loyal to him, like Banquo. through the approaching Englich army, causes
him with the unrivalled power that Hic decicions perpetuate a violent him to cpival into distrese. Macbeth still believes
the crown would give them both. eycle of bloodched that dictatee he cannot be defeated and yet hic uncertainty ic
Macbeth’e actions. revealed throvgh his indecicion regarding whether

he needs his armour.
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DAYEZY

Task 1

Human ambition, fate and
morality

T2th century beliefs about
witcheraft

Witchee as harbingere of fate

The impact of cupernatural
influences

The theme of the supernatural in Macbeth is
fascinating. Through it, Shakespeare explores
the complexity of human ambition, the role of
fate and how what we think might be morally
correct can in fact be far more ambiguous.
Through the inclusion of the supernatural,
Shakespeare reveals ethical dilemmas faced by
his characters - especially when we consider
contemporary beliefs about the supernatural.

Writing in the early 17th century, Shakespeare
lived in a society coloured by beliefs in the
supernatural. There was real fear of the
supernatural, rooted in a prevailing concern
about the mystical and unknown. Such was
contemporary panic that the king, James |,
wrote a book on witchcraft (Daemonologie),
which paved the way for society’s brutal laws
against witches.

There are a range of references to the
supernatural in Macbeth. However, the ones
which may spring to mind most readily are
the witches. The witches are harbingers of
Macbeth’s fate - here, Shakespeare invokes
the collective contemporary fear of external
influences altering one’s destiny, and the fear
of witches’ abilities to manipulate the natural
world.

The theme of the supernatural also allows
Shakespeare to explore the motives of his
characters. Macbeth and Lady Macbeth,

for example, are lured into a tragic spiral

of unchecked ambition, spurred on by the
witches’ prophecies. Not only this, but the
influence of the supernatural heightens the
psychological torment experienced by Macbeth,
as he grapples with the conflict between his
aspirations and his duty. Finally, the ghostly
apparitions further push Macbeth to the brink
of madness, showcasing the psychological toll
of his actions.

- Through using the
cupernatural, Shakespeare
explores human nature.

- The use of the supernatvral
reveale ethical dilemmas.

- People were genuinely afraid
of witches because they
feared the unknown.

- Even the king believed in
them and wrote a book about
them which chaped societyc
view.

- The wifches are harbingers
of Macbethe fate.

- People feared external
influences on alfering
desting and therefore feared
witcheraft.

- Macbeth’s psychological
torment ic worse because
of the witches who cloud
his underctanding of his
agpirations and hic duty.
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For a modern audience, the theme of the
supernatural remains relevant due to how it
enables Shakespeare to explore the human
psyche and the consequences of unchecked

Macbeth'e audience’s

interprefations

- Even to a confemporary
audience, we understand
more about hvmans through

Conclusion — the purpose of
including the supernatural

ambition. The witches’ influence on Macbeth,
and his subsequent downfall, serve as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of yielding to
external pressures.

In conclusion, the theme of the supernatural

in Macbeth not only shapes the characters’
destinies, but also invites audiences - both
contemporary and modern - to reflect on the
complexities of human nature, and the enduring
allure of the mysterious.

the playc dealings with the
cupernatural.

- The play ic a cavtionary
tale.

- The supernatural encovrages
u¢ to reflect on human
nature and why mysterious
things can be <o intriguing.

Your answer will draw upon the right-hand column. Moments in the play you might write about include:

« The appearance of the witches in Act 1, Scene 1.
« Audience and character reactions to the witches in Act 1, Scene 3, including their prophecies.
« Shakespeare’s use of Banquo’s ghost to haunt Macbeth in Act 3, Scene 4.

« Macbeth returning to the witches in Act 4, Scene 1, to discover his fate.

Task 2

The supernatural as a mirror to
ourselves

(ady Macbeth calle on the
cupernatural for her natvral,
feminine characteristics to be

removed in order fo encourage her
husband to murder the king. In
thic moment in Act 1, Scene 5, che
rejects her ‘natural’ celf.

The supernatural as a reminder
of human limitations

Banquoc ghost ic a timely reminder
for Macbeth that he ic moral and
cannot hope to combat ot only the
cupernatural but, ultimately, the
Judgement of (od.

The supernatural as a warning
against believing one thing with
too much certainty

In Act 5, Seene 2, it ic the
supernatural apparitions from
earlier in the play which make

Macbeth falcely confident in hic
own ability to protect his crown. In
thic respect, just before Macdvff
enters, Macbeth rejecte hic mortal
limitations when Shakespeare
writee: Thou wast born of woman/
But swords I emile at, weapone
laugh to scorn,/ Brandich'd by man
that'e of a woman born.
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DAY

Task 1

Murdering Macbeth himself ic the only way Macduff
believes he can avenge his family's death and heal the
grief he feelc. He demands: Bring thov this fiend of

cetting the path for their final battle and Macbeth'e
inevitable claughter.

Seotland and mycelf; Within my cword’e length cet him

The death of Macbeth ic technically regicide. For
Maleolm, if he mordered Macbeth, he would be no
better than him. Macduff mordering the tyrant allows
Malcolm to begin hic reign vnblemiched by crime.

Task 2

What does this quotation mean?

This quotation means that Macduff was not born
naturally; he was bore by caecarean cection. This was
an unvsual way to be born when Shakespeare was
writing and was often uced as a last resort to cave
the life of the baby if both the baby and mother were
likely to die.

Draw an image to represent the meaning of this
quotation.

‘Despair thy charm;

Untimely ripp’d.’

And let the angel whom thou still hast served
Tell thee, Macduff was from his mother’s womb

The witches warned Macbeth that ‘none of woman
bore chall harm him. However, they also warned him.:
Beware, Macduff. The natvre of Macduffe birth

means he is comeone Macbeth chould fear.

How does this line illuminate the witches’ final set
of prophecies?

It is abeolutely inevitable. Shakespeare ic warning
people ot to behave like Macbeth. Those who do
will be puniched. To that end, the witched’ propheciec
coming to fruition help drive the plot forward which
teaches that lescon.

How inevitable is it that this prophecy would
come true? Why? Consider what Shakespeare is
commenting on.
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DAV

Task 1
Macbeth
Macbeth’s purpose in the play is to show how easy it is for humanity to succumb to
temptation. Macbeth is used to show how power can corrupt us all.

Macbeth’e function ic to show audiences that humanity cannot withetand corruption and quilt. In a sence,
Macbeth is a cace study of what happens fo a human when they are completely broken by their actions. He i
used to teach audiencec that no one can steal power and hope to abuse it. Deceit is always revealed and harch
punishment mefed as a result. Thic ic ceen fowarde the end of the play when Macbeth begine to loce all cense of
control over himeelf and events occurring arovnd him.

Lady Macbeth

‘Lady Macbeth’s... function is to second Macbeth in the moral choice which is his U O 6
PN

alone, to mitigate [(weaken)]... forces within him which are in opposition to evil.’

(ady Macbeth function ic to be a presence of immorality in the play. Shakespeare includec her in the play
because he needs someone to fake away the lact remnants of Macbeth's goodnesc. e cee thic when (ady
Macbeth encourages her hvchand to (ook like the innocent fower/ But be the serpent under't.

Banquo
‘Banquo... stands opposed to Macbeth as a kind of morality figure.’

Banguo is the anti-Macbeth. Where Macheth ic an immoral character who falls to darkness in

the play, Banquo is in the play to act as his opposite. Shakespeare includec Banquo to show avdiences the
path that those who do not cuccumb to darkness lead. We cee thic in the play when Banquo begine to quection
Macbeth’e actions, ctating in cecret, ‘T fear,/ Thou play’dst most foully for't.

The witches o°
‘The witches have been constructed to present audiences with the idea that ‘evil works O
through deception, by posing as the friend of man.”

The witches are included in the play as fiqures of evil. Shakespeare vsec them to show avdiences
that evil ic not afways sutwardly evil. Their characters remind us that appearances can be deceiving.
This ic best chown in Act 1, Scene 1 where they cay, Fair is foul, and foul ic fair.
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Malcolm
‘Malcolm... is Shakespeare’s portrait of the ideal king, and his function chiefly is to
represent a restitution [(restoring something that is lost)] of order in the state.’

Maleolm is included by Shakespeare in the play To chow avdiencee that hope ic always present, Q
even in the darkest of times. He ic used to reveal to audiences what an ideal king chould be like. This is chown in
Act 4, Seene 3 when Malcolm reveals what qualities a ctrong king chould possecs. At the end of the play when
he is pronounced king, he represents the rectoration of law and order, chowing audiences that corruption cannst
and will not survive.

Task 2

There are multiple characters you could use for this activity. For the purpose of the ‘Answers and Guidance’
section, we have used the character of King Duncan.

Perhaps Shakespeare uses the character of King Duncan

« towarn audiencec of the dangere of being too trusting. Duncan himself recoguices that he was too trusting of

the traitorovs Thane of Cawdor at the beginning of the play. Hic trust in people, however, ic not a quality he
changes. He ic too trusting of Macbeth, which ultimately leads to Duncan's downfall.

« to criticise the concequences of being a weak ruler. One could arque that Duncan ic a weak king because of the

invasion his country sufferc at the beginning of the play. He does not lead his men in battle, nor does he know

the state of affairs, having to rely on a coldier in the fight fo update him on how hic men are faring.

+ to expose the canctity of the Divine Right of Kings. Duncan'e death ic not only a crime againgt man but a

crime against God. Macbeth’s actions lead to hic corruption, downfall and condemnation to death becauce he

has wo divine right.

+ to celebrate the qualitice that make a good man. Whilet Duncan is not nececcarily the strongect bing, he

embodiec valves that others chould embody themselves.
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DAVIGS

Task 1

A loyal servant of King Duncan

Thinking of murdering the king

A duplicitous man hiding the
truth even from hic own wife

Ambitious for the crown

A callsue murderer of innocent

people and those loyal to Seotland

Task 2

A brave and valiant coldier

A loving and open hvsband

.o
.o
e ”
.o
.
.
.o

T A percon who kille thoce who
oppose the crown and Scotland

Someone who openly engages
with dark, cupernatural forces

Prophecies

Whilet Macbeth hopes to read hic own truth info

his prophecies, the reality is lesc clear. The witches’
prophecies are obfuccatory and at fimes micleading.
The theme of appearance and reality here, however, i
more a comment on Macbethe percpective: he heare
what he wiches to hear, rather than taking a more
measvred, balonced view of what he ic told.

Macheth

Macbeth appears to be a well thought of warrior at
the start of the play. He is celebrated for his strength
and covrage in battle. However, in reality, he is fess
cerfain about his actions, particvlarly when it comes to
committing reigicide. He later appearc to be appalled by
the murder of the king, whilct duplicitovsly planning the
murder of others to secure hic crown.
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Lady Macbeth

Lady Macbeth ic very deliberate about curating her
appearance. She precentc a kind and welcoming
perconality whilst in reality che ic manipulative and
highly ambitiovs for the crown.

Banquo’s ghost

During the banquet scene, to Macbeth and to the
other guests, appearance and reality are two different
things. To the quests, Macbeth appears to be very
unwell: he is talking to empty chaire and behaving
irrationally. For Macbeth, the reality ic that he i
faced with his worst fear and so fo him hie behaviour
perhaps feels more rational.

There are moments in the ccene when Macheth
attempte to behave in the way he feels he ic expected
to behave, but in reality ic <till panicked about the
ghostly figure of his former friend and his involvement

in his murder be/’ug uncovered.

Duncan’s murder

In reality, the avdience is very clear ac to what
happened with Duncan'c murder. However, to the other
charactere, Macbeth and (ady Macheth ceem juct as
shocked and appalled by the crime - (ady Macbeth
faints; Macbeth morders the quards who ceemingly
were fo blame. This manipulation, of covrce, does not
work in the long term, but for a while at leact, the
appearance of the murder masks the darkect reality.

The Porter’s speech

The Porterc speech appears to be funny; a bit of light
relief in a dark moment of the play. It even appears
at a moment that ic convenient for the rest of the
action, allowing the actors playing Macbeth and (ady
Macbeth to change their costumes and wash the
blood from their hande. However, in reality, thic ic a
really important moment in the play, revealing much
about the religiovs beliefc of the time, emphagcising

the fact that Macbethc crimes will lead him,
according to contemporary beliefs, to hell. guc(c/eu/g, in
understanding this, the light relief the speech appearc
to be, masks a much darker reality.

Task 3

Your answer may include some of the following ideas:

« Macbeth’s prophecies are unclear and obfuscatory, allowing him to reach his own conclusions.

« Whilst Macbeth wants to see his own truth in the witches’ words, they are deliberately less clear in order
to mislead him. There is a tension here between what he hopes to be true, and the cloudier statements
he has been given.

+ Macbeth hears what he wishes to hear from his own prophecies and discounts the more measured,
balanced view presented by Banquo - those placing him and his friend into direct tension with one
another.
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N7 66

Task 1

*.

MACBETH: Stars, hide your fires!/
Let not light see my black and deep
desires. (1.4)

How does Shakespeare connect the

natural world to Macbeth’s unnatural
thoughts here?

Macbeth aske for the ctars to hide themeelvec. IF

this were fo happen, the world would be plonged into

darkress, meaning hic unnatural thoughts of regicide

would not be ceen. One could arque that Macbeth

believee he can, to an extent contrel nature in an

attempt To get what he wanfe. It is one example of

the Macheth'c manipulating nature in order to hide

their evil deeds.

LADY MACBETH: Look like the
innocent flower,/ But be the serpent
under’t. (1.5)

How is natural imagery connected to
Lady Macbeth’s deception?

Shakespeare hac (ady Macbeth use the natural

imagery of a flower and a. serpent to chow how looke

can be deceiving. She telle Macbeth to look like an

‘innocent flower, precious and beautiful. In reafity,

che inctructe him o be a ‘cerpent; evil <ly, and in

come caces, deadly. Like hvman nafvre, losks can be

deceiving in the natural world.
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Task 2

LADY MACBETH

The raven himself is hoarse

That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan

Under my battlements. Come, you spirits

That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, °

And fill me, from the crown to the toe, top-full --...

Of direst cruelty! make thick my blood,
Stop up th’ access and passage to remorse,
That no compunctious visitings of nature -...

Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between """ *-.

Th’ effect and it! Come to my woman’s breasts,
And take my milk for gall, your murd’ring ministers,
Wherever in your sightless's'ubstan.ces

You wait on nature’s mischief! Come; thick night,
And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell

That my keen knife see not the wound it ritakes,
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark
To cry, “Hold, hold!” -

Task 3

OLD MAN

Threescore and ten | can remember well,

Within the volume of which time | have seen

Hours dreadful and things strange, but this sore night
Hath trifled former knowings.

ROSS

Ha, good father,

Thou seest the heavens, as troubled with man’s act,
Threatens his bloody stage: by the clock ’tis day,
And yet dark night strangles the travelling lamp.
Is’t night’s predominance, or the day’s shame,
That darkness does the face of earth entomb,
When living light should kiss it?

OLD MAN

'Tis unnatural,

Even like the deed that’s done. On Tuesday last,
A falcon, towering in her pride of place,
Was by a mousing owl hawk’d at and kill’'d.

R
oo

......
e

Unsex me here’ cuggests Lady Macheth wants to rid herself of her
femininity. She needs strength. to follow through with her murderous
intentions. Tn knowing the boundariec placed on her as a woman, (ady

** Macbeth ic attempting to challenge the natural order of things by

adopting qualities cociely at the time would not expect her to poscecs. Ae
cuch, che ic acking the cpirits to change her human nature.

Lady Macheth acks to be filled with cruelty, going against typical
ctereotypec of the kindly, maternal woman. Inctead of kindnecs, che acks
to be filled with evil.

It is human nature fo have a conscience; to feel quilt after doing
comething wrong. Here, (ady Macheth acke pirits fo take away her
ability to feel regret and her cence of morality <o that she can g0
through with her plans. She is twisting herself info nothing but a shell,
ridding herself not just of her femininity but her very soul, the thing that

makes her human.

. Cudy Macheth even aske for éaz/i/g functions fo change. Instead of

producing milk, she wishee to produce gall, a bitter substance which
comes from excese yellow bile.

** Whilst not necescarily about human nature, these lines reveal (ady

Macbeth ic asking for darknecs to cover her so that her plans are not
exposed. She knows che is af rick of exposure by changing her human
nature. The very fact her murderous plans are to be kept secret chows
that they are unnatural.

Duncan'c murder has caused the light to dicappear. Darknecs enchrouds
all of Seotland. Perhaps the Macbeths’ call for darknecs earlier in the
play has worked. This ‘dark night’ ic the firct sign that Scotland has
fallen to corruption and deceit.

A falcon has reportedly been killed by an owl when the expectation ic
that thic would be the other way arovnd. The murder of a cuperior
creature by one that is inferior perhaps mirrore Macheth's inferior
ctatuc to Duncan when Duncan was murdered. The upset of the natural
order of political life has alco upset the order of the natvral world.
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ROSS

And Duncan’s horses (a thing most strange and
certain)

Beauteous and swift, the minions of their race, -.

Turn’d wild in nature, broke their stalls, flung out:°'- .
Contending ’gainst obedience, as they would make |

War with mankind.

OLD MAN
'Tis said they eat each other.”

Duncan'e horces turn wild in nature. ﬂ\ey cannot be controlled. These
creafures of beauty act ac if they are at war with mankind. It ic even
reported that they have eaten each other. This turmoil reflects the
turmoil that engulfc the political state of Scotland now that Duncan has
been murdered. The king, God's spokesperson on earth, is dead, murdered
by one he tructed. Man killing man is mirvored in animal killing animal.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

DAY X

Task 1
11th century

Whilst women were expected to run their
homes or castles, including managing food,
recovrces and any staff they lived in a
patriarchy and thus the man of the house
(whether thic was the womaw's father, brother
or hushand) was ultimately in charge.

Degpite their limited
opportunities, come
women. in Jacobean
England were able

to achieve nofable
cuccees and influence.
Women from wealthy
and wnoble families
could exercise power
through their social
connections, and some
women even managed
to become successful
businecswomen.

Women's clothing and appearance were subject
to strict cocial conventions, and they were
expected to drecc modestly and wear elaborate
hairstylec and accescories. Women who violated
thece norme could face censure and ridicule.

Task 2

Women were most
frequently accuced of
witcheraft - widowe or
unmarried women were
particolarly valnerable
and viewed with

cuspicion.

Women in Jacobean
England had limited
rights and freedoms
compared fo men.
They were generally
ceen as inferior and
were excluded From
many areas of public
lite, cuch a¢ education,
politics, and the
profecsions.

17th century

Men in Jacobean England held the majority of political power and
were ceen as the primary decicion-makerc in cociety. They had

accese to education, careers, and public life in a way that women

did not.

Men'e participation in
the arts and liferature
was highly valued
during the Jacobean
period. Men were
active in the theatre
a¢ playwrighte and
performers.

Marriage was alco
a crucial aspect of
men'e social and
economic livee. Men
were expected to
marry and have
children. to continve
their family line,
mainfain their social
ctatus, and secure
their wealth and

property.

Men, ac well as women, were accused of
witcheraft in both the 11th and 17th

cenfuries.

Patriarchy was a
dominant cultural
norm, and men were
expected to acsert
their authority and
dominance over women
and other men in their
cocial and profescional

circles.

Men'e clothing and
appearance were also
cubject to ctrict cocial
conventions, with
fashion and ctyle offen
reflecting ones social
ctatus and occupation.
Men were expected

to drecs f‘arma//y and
conservatively, and
elaborate hairctyles
and accessories were
generally discovraged.

Lady Macbeth actc at odds with the gender expectations for the 12th century. Whilst she is in terms of the plot

of the play, an 11th century woman, che would have been viewed throvgh the lens of a 17th century audience.

Lady Macbeth ceemingly cannot inherit the throne without her huchand: her only route to being queen is

through him.

(ady Macduff ic a more ctereotypical 12th century woman. She appears once, confined to the domestic sphere and

clearly recponcible for raicing the children yet not party to her hushand'’e plans to flee Scotland for Engloand.
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DAV

Task 1

I have chosen interprefation B because:

Macbeth and (ady Machethe lack of sleep contributes to their distresc. Macbeth refers to cleep ac ‘balm of hort

minds’ and ‘chief nouricher in lifec feast. Shakespeare pocitions both characters <o that they are not allowed to

eage their ‘hurt mindc. Their reluctance fo face up to their crimes muct be punished. They are refused entry into

life’s feast’ by Shakespeare because he, ac a writer, ic holding them to account, delivering a mescage to audiences

that our actions have concequences and that one cannot hope fo eccape the bad deede they have done. Whilst blood

can be washed away (althovgh wot in a symbolic sense), a lack of sleep condemns the Macbeths to constantly think

about what they have done; there ic no relief.

Task 2
Himself The witches Lady Macbeth Societal Something or
expectations of someone else
men

Macbeth ic to blame for hic own guilt. He allowe himeelf to be tempted by the witchee and manipulated by (ady

Macbeth. Whilct thece two external forces play a large part in the guilt Macbeth feels, it ic vltimately him that

makes the final decision to go through with the murder, cetting off a chain of events that leads to his extreme

distrese.
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DAVIESE

Task 1

Thunder and lightning

ol
b

The play opens with the stage direction: Thunder and
lightning. Enter three witches’

The witches ‘hover through the fog and filthy air.
Hecate deccribes that her ‘little spirit.. citc in a fogqy

After the murder of Duncan, (ennox ctafec that where
they ctayed, their chimneys were blown dows.

The wind sounds like ‘ctrange screame of death.

cloud
Wind Rain
27
- \ \\ \\
AR AN

The witches question when they will meet again - ‘in
thunder, lightning, or in rain?’

On the night of Banquo'c murder, he senses that there
will ‘be rain tonight.

Throughout the play, storms, qusty winds, and other forms of turbulent weather are often mentioned in agsociation

with ciguificant events. These weather patferns mirvor the turmoil and chaos unfolding in Seotland due to

Macbeth'c ascent fo power and hic tyrannical rule.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

Task 2

Ambition and disorder

As Macbeth's ambition grows and he descends into tyranny, the weather reflects thic disorder. Seotland
experiences vnnatural occurrences like storme and darkened <kies, cignalling the disruption of the natural order
due to Macbeth's unchecked ambition and the resulting chaos.

Duality

Weather motifc alco underccore the duality of human nature. Calm, cerene weather represents peace and order,
while turbulent, violent weather cymbolises upheaval and destruction. This mirrore Macbeth's inner conflict
between his initial nobility and hic cubcequent descent into evil.

Sickness, disease and pollution

When Lennox statec that ‘come cay the earth/ Was feverous and did chake, Shakespeare ic indicating that
the earth is actvally unwell - it is ‘feverouc’ (has a femperatuore) and ‘choke[s]’ (perhaps indicative of an
earthquake). These natural occurrences — perhaps wot ctrictly weather related, but certainly adjacent to the
weather — reflect the sicknese Seotland feele under Macbeth'e rufe.
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»NAT0

Task 1
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MACBETH.
Which of you have done this?

LORDS.
What, my good lord?

MACBETH.
Thou canst not say | did it. Never shake
Thy gory locks at me.

ROSS.
Gentlemen, rise; his Highness is not well.

LADY MACBETH.

Sit, worthy friends. My lord is often thus,

And hath been from his youth: pray you, keep seat;
The fitis momentary; upon a thought

He will again be well. If much you note him,

You shall offend him, and extend his passion.
Feed, and regard him not.—Are you a man?

MACBETH.
Ay, and a bold one, that dare look on that
Which might appal the devil.

LADY MACBETH.

O proper stuff!

This is the very painting of your fear:

This is the air-drawn dagger which you said,
Led you to Duncan. O, these flaws, and starts
(Impostors to true fear), would well become
Awoman’s story at a winter’s fire,

Authoris’d by her grandam. Shame itself!

Why do you make such faces? When all’s done,
You look but on a stool.

MACBETH.

Prythee, see there!

Behold! look! lo! how say you?

Why, what care 1? If thou canst nod, speak too.—
If charnel houses and our graves must send
Those that we bury back, our monuments

Shall be the maws of kites.

[Ghost disappears.]

LADY MACBETH.
What, quite unmann’d in folly?

MACBETH.
If I stand here, | saw him.

LADY MACBETH.
Fie, for shame!

MACBETH.

Blood hath been shed ere now, i’ th’ olden time,
Ere humane statute purg’d the gentle weal;

Ay, and since too, murders have been perform’d
Too terrible for the ear: the time has been,

That, when the brains were out, the man would die,
And there an end; but now they rise again,

With twenty mortal murders on their crowns,

And push us from our stools. This is more strange
Than such a murder is.

LADY MACBETH.

My worthy lord,
Your noble friends do lack you.

Why might Lady Macbeth be feeling panicked when Macbeth starts to
rant and rave in front of the nobles?

Lady Macheth might be feeling panicked when che sees how Macbeth ic behaving because
his dictrecs ic public. Rocs believes Macbeth to be unwell. Tllnecs can be a vulnerability;
questions may be raiced about Macheth's capability to rule. She may also be panicked
becavse he has become unpredictable. Audiences are left fo wonder whether he will expose
the Macbeths’ role in the events of the previove acte. Shakespeare pocsibly pocitions Lady
Macbeth to feel the came thing.

‘Are you a man?’ - What is Lady Macbeth trying to do to her husband
here? What does this tell audiences about her character?

Lady Macheth challenges her husband's masculinity here. It shows avdignces that che ic
trying 1o gain control of the situation alongside manipulating her hushand'e behaviour <o that
he acte in a way that is deemed more in line with societal norms. She is still exhibiting cimilar
character traifc revealed in her early ccenes, telling audiences that even though her close
relationship with her hushand ic waning, che is ctill not giving up hope that thic will change.

‘Shame itself!” - How is the correspondence between Macbeth and
Lady Macbeth similar to their correspondence throughout Act 1? How
is it different?

In Act 1, (Ady Macbeth ic more of a motherly figure to her hushand. She coaches and quides
him <o that he is able to g0 through with their schemes. (ady Macbeth referc to Macbeth

ac Great Glamis, worthy Cawdor!"in Act 1, Seene 5. Here, che chastices (telle him off) him
for hic cowardice and fear. He ic losing her respect: Perhaps a similarity is the idea that this
conversation (although not an aside) ic happening away from the others. Even in distress, the
Macbeths continue to correspord in cecret.

‘What, quite unmann’d in folly?’ - How does Shakespeare continue to
connect Lady Macbeth with the concept of masculinity?

Lady Macheth has always been ascociated with the concept of masculinity. Aware of the
limitations imposed on her as a woman, che asks spiritc to ched her of her femininity in Act
1, Seene 5. Here, che questione whether foolishness has destroyed Macbeth's manhood.
Che has a clear perception as to what masculinity ic and how one chould demonstrate it:
Macbeth is failing in thic respect. (ady Macbeth crificises him for his fear; her huchand,
at thic moment, ic not being what cociely expects a man fo be. By sneering at him for this,
Lady Macbeth ic perhape attempting to rebuild him into what she thinks he chould be.

Why might Lady Macbeth’s lines become clipped as the scene
progresses? What is Shakespeare trying to convey to audiences
through the short length of her lines?

Lady Macbeth ic clearly becoming more fructrated with her hushand who is clearly refusing
to listen to him. She becomes cold, almost disgusted, comeone who cannot underctand her
husband'’s distrese.

To what extent is Lady Macbeth false in this scene? How much of what
she says is an act? How much is real?

Lady Macbeth ic conctantly having to cwitch between a public and private percona in this
ccene. YWhilet speaking to the thanee and lords, (ady Macbeth ic exhibiting o falce percona,
prefending everything ic normal to extinguich any suspicion. To Macbeth, however, che ic very
real, scolding him for his fear and the attention he has brought upou himself. Mostly, the
audience ic seeing (ady Macbeth’s real character, but in moments of fakery, we are afforded a
look at her duplicity and how eagy it ic for her o cwitch between the roles of a dutiful queen

and manipulative wife.
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Task 2

How does Shakespeare construct Lady Macbeth differently in this scene compared to what has come before?

At the beginning of the play, (ady Macbeth ic constructed by Shakespeare to be a dominant and controfling

character, comeone who can easily manipulate her husband info fulfilling her wishes and desivec with calm control.

However, in thic scene, (ady Macbeth ic crafted differently. She is both frustrated and angry becavse of her

husband’c seemingly ervatic behaviour. Shakespeare clearly constructs (ady Macheth ac a character who ic lscing

her inflvence in thic ccene. When persvading her hushand to murder King Duncan in Act 1, Lady Macbeth attacks

Macbeth’s masculinity, caging When you durct do it, thea you were a man. She ascociates manfiness with the

ability to commit vislence, to g0 through with what one has promised. At thic point in the play, che ic cvcceseful

in her endeavours. Here, however, che fails in getting what she wants: for Macbeth to calim down and adopt

behaviours fit for a king. She attacke his macculinity once more, but it does not work, cuch ic Macbeth's fear.

Perhape Shakecpeare has (ady Macbeth vee the came tactics co avdiences can see that thie will no longer work

for her. Ac their relationship driftc apart, her ability to control her huchand wanes.
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DAYRES

Task 1
1. In your own words, 2. Use the term 3. Create a question
write a definition: correctly in a sentence: where the keyword is
the answer:
Ukeing unclear language He used equivocal language
to try and deliberately in order to convince them What do the witchee
confuce comeone. he was right. use in their speech when
cpeaking to Macbeth?
Keyword: equivocation A
4. What other words 5. List words that are
are connected to the the opposite of the key
keyword? word:
Confusing, twisting. Truthfulness, clarity.
Task 2
1. Act 1, Scene 3: The witches’ prophecy 2. Act 1, Scene 7: Lady Macbeth’s manipulation

When the witches first appear to Macbeth and When Lady Macbeth urges Macbeth to murder King
Banguo, they deliver a prophecy that is deliberately Duncan, che usee equivocation to convince him that it
equivocal: ‘that chalt be king hereafter. They tell | ic the right thing to do. She telle him that he can have
Macbeth that he will become Thane of Cawdor and | the crown without fear of retribution, and that he will
then king, but they do not specify how these things | be able to wash the blood from his hande. However, che

will happen or what actions Macbeth must take to also impliee that he ic weak and vnmanly if he does
bring them about: This ambiguity leaves room for not g0 through with the murder, appealing to his cense

interprefation and encourages Macbeth to believe that of honour and masculinity.

he can manipulate events to hic advantage.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

3. Act 2, Scene 3: Macheth’s deception 4. Act 5, Scene 5: Macbeth’s delusion
After he has killed King Duncan, Macbeth vses In the final act of the play, Macbeth's delusions
equivocation to cover up hic crime. When he ic asked become increacingly pronovnced. He sees apparitions

about the king'c death, he claims To be overwhelmed | that tell him he cannot be harmed by any man born of
with grief and anger, and suggests that he killed the woman, ond that he will not be defeated until Birnam
king's supposed murderers out of a sense of righteous Wood comee to Duncinane. These prophecies are
indignation. This equivocation allows Macbeth to avoid | both true, but they are alco equivocal, ac they rely on
cuspicion and deflect attention away from himgelf. Macbeth's micinterprefation of their meaning. Macbeth
believes that he ic invincible, and this feads o hie
downfall.

One of the key meccages that Shakespeare seeme to be conveying about equivocation is that it can have dicactrouc

consequences. By manipulating language to deceive others, characterc in the play ulfimately bring about their own

downfall. For example, Macbeth'e refiance on equivocation leads him to believe that he ic invincible and that he

cannot be defeated, which ultimately leade to hic defeat and death. (ady Macbhethc use of equivocation fo convince

her husband to commit murder ulfimately drives her to madnese and death by suicide.

Moreover, Shakespeare svggests that equivocation is often a. tool of the powerful, who use language to manipulate

and control others. The witches, for example, uce equivocation to plant ideac in Macbeths mind and to lure him

into committing morder. Similarly, (ady Macbeth uces equivocation to undermine her husband'e sence of <elf and to

convince him to do her bidding. In each case, the powerful characters uce language to achieve their own ende at

the expense of others.

Overall, Shakespeare seems fo be warning hic audience about the dangers of equivocation and the power of

language to deceive and manipulate. Through the characters of Macheth and (ady Macbeth, he shows how

equivocation can lead to destruction and tragedy and encouragec hic avdience to be wary of thoce who use language

to deceive and mislead.
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DAYRZY

Task 1

1. What does Banquo say about the birds in Act 1, Scene 6? What are they doing and what, in Banquo’s
words, does this prove about where Macbeth’s castle is located?

Banguo ic caying that thic commer bird building a nest in this location provec how the air ic sweet here. This, in

a sense, lulle Duncan info a false cense of security. There i no perceived threat here. Necting is ascociated with

ideas of new life and new beginnings, a cafe haven for the vulnerable. This is at odde with Doncan's murder, which

brings about a brutal end and danger for many of the characters.

2. What season is referenced in Banquo’s speech? What are the connotations of this season? What could
its symbolic significance be?

Banguo references summer, cuggecting peace, warmth and joy. This reference to the cummer seacon could imply that

all is cettled in Seotland af precent, a calm before the chaos that is about to ensue.

3. How does Shakespeare use natural imagery in Macbeth’s lines from Act 3, Scene 1? Why is natural
imagery used in a less positive sense here?

Macbeth believes hic crown to be ‘fruitless’ and hic sceptre ‘barren’ These words are ascociated with withering and

death. The crown and sceptre cannot produce Macheth an heir, just ac a fruitless tree or barren landscape cannot

grow anything. They are of no use to him if he hag no deccendante to pacs them to. Natural imagery is used here

in a lese positive sense to highlight the unnaturalnecs of Macketh'e reign and Duncav'e usurpation.

4. Consider Macbeth’s lines from Act 5, Scene 3. Where does Macbeth say his life is leading him?

Macbeth saye hic life ic leading him towards withering and death, much like a leaf withers from a tree and falls.

He recognises that his fate is now inevitable.

5. What season would we associate with a ‘yellow leaf’? What are the connotations of this season? What
could its symbolic significance be?

One would associate o ‘yellow leaf” with avtumn. Autumn can be ceen as a ceason of decline and decay; trees lose

their leaves and nothing grows, mirroring the state of Macbeth'e Scotland. Nature doec not Flourich in avtumn,

cimilar to how Machethe life has not fovrished info what he thought it would be.
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Task 2

Nature is important in Macbeth because it mirrors the state of the characters in the play and the political

¢ituation in which Seotland finds itself Whilct nature flovrichee at the beginning of the play, it is coon precented

in a negative sense as Macbeth and (ady Macbeth's actions become increasingly brutal. Shakespeare vsee the

phycical natural world To comment on the vanaturalness of hvman action. [Jnnatural happenings occur to show

the natvral order has been disturbed. For example, Rocs questions TI¢'t night's predominance, or the day'e chame,/

That darkuecs doee the face of earth entomb,/ When living light should kics it?’ after Duncan ic killed. Day turning

into wight ic just one example of how unnatvral thinge have become. Shakespeare vsee nature to warn audiences

that if one ceeks fo upset the great chain of being, there will be consequences. The natvral world ic influenced by

human behaviour in the play; one must be careful not to upset thic order.
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LINA 73

Task 1
Human ingredients Animalingredients
Shakespeare vsec human ingredients in the witches' Shakespeare includee animal ingredients in the
potion to underscore the dicturbing and unnatural witches’ potion to further enhance the potions
nature of their powers, emphagising their connection eerie and vnsetthng qualities, emphagicing the

to dork and malevolent forces, and highlighting the witches’ conmection to the cupernatural and
theme of moral corruption in Macbeth. their ability to manipulate nature itcelf.

& These ingredients cymbolice the dicruption
B of the natural order and forechadow
( = O

@ the chaos and destruction that will
® 20

unfold in the play.

Shakespeare incorporates mythical creatures and
elements, cuch a¢ ‘ccale of dragon) in the witches’
potion to heighten the cense of the supernatural
and fantastical in Macbeth’ These ingredients
underscore the witchee’ otherworldly powers, adding
to the atmosphere of dark magic and myctery.

Mythical ingredients

The use of human ingrediente in the witches potion may symbolice the witches trancgrecsion of cocietal norms and

their conmection to dark forces. It serves fo emphagise the vnnatural and immoral nature of their actions, aligning

with the broader themee of ambition, moral decay, and the concequences of one’c choices. It is another indicator

to a contemporary audience of the fear they chould hold for the witches and the horrifying crimes they have

committed. The wifches, who acted as a catalyst for Macbeth'e murder of the king, are shown once more — to the

watching James VI/I - to be heretical and capable of leading men into dive circomstances. Shakespeare reminds

& contemporary audience here, once again, that wo good can come of dealing with witcheraft, just as the audience

cee with reqards to Macbeth’e encroaching demise.
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Task 2

The use of rhyming covplets gives the witches’ speech a rhythmic and incantatory quality, making it sound like a
mystical chant or spell. This enhances the perception that they possece cupernatural powers and are engaged in
rituale.

The repetition of ‘double’ adde a rhythmic and incantatory quality fo the witched’ chant. The repetition places extra
emphacic on the word ‘double] drawing aftention to it This can suggest that the concept of duality or duplication

ic important in the context of the witches’ mescage. In the play, this can be linked to the themes of appearance ve
reality, the duality of human nature, and the consequences of one's actions.

‘Double: double, toil and trouble

e’
.
.
.
.
.

The metaphor of the cauldron bubbling and firec The word ‘toil’ adds a cinister direction to the
burning can be seen as a reflection of the inner witches’ activities. It implies that their work i
turmoil and psychological chaos within Macbheth. Hie not only ctrenuous but possibly maliciove or morally
thoughte are in a constant ctate of agitation, much questionable.

like the boiling cauldron.

Task 3

1. Infolklore and superstition, ‘pricking’ sensations were sometimes believed to be a sign of something
supernatural or eerie about to happen. Why is it significant that the witch feels ‘pricking’ in her thumbs?

The sencation of pricking in the thumbs cuggests that the witch hac a supernatoral awareness or censitivity to

the events around her. It reinforces the idea that the witches have a connection to the supernatural and poscese

knowledge beyond human comprehension. The sencation in the witch’s thumbs cervee as a form of forechadowing.

It hints that comething ominous and significant ic about fo happen — the arrival of Macbeth. The fact that the

witch feels thic cencation cpecifically when Macbeth ic approaching highlightc his descent into darknese and the

consequences of his actions.

2. Thewitch describes Macbeth as ‘wicked’. Why is this significant, given what we know about the witches?
What has changed since how they addressed him the first time they met?

The wifches describing Macbeth as ‘wicked’ in Act 4, Scene 1 ic significant because it reflects a chift in their

perception of him cince their firct meeting. Initially, they addrecsed him as ‘worthy’ and praised hic potential for

greatness. However, as the play progresces and Macbeth becomes increasingly ruthlese and tyrannical, the witches

now view him as ‘wicked. This change underscorec Macbethc moral descent and the corrupting influence of power,

aligning with the play’c theme of ambitions destructive consequence.
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3. ‘Open locks’ suggests whoever is coming is welcome - they are waiting for him. How does this add to
a sense of foreboding?

Open locks’ cuggeste a welcoming anticipation, but it adds to foreboding because it implies that what'c approaching

ic dangerous, aligning with the witches’ ominous prophecy. The seeming welcome for Macbeth contraste with the

impending tragedy, creating sucpence and tencion.
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DAYRZY

Task 1
This is the ultimate ¢in. A crime against Duncan is a crime
against God. The moment Macbeth commits regicide, he has
condemned himself fo hell and has surrendered any sence of
morality Ae.Aar 7o evil
Listening to the The murder of King Ordering the Ordering the Killing Young
prophecies of the Duncan murder of Banquo murder of Siward in battle
three witches and Fleance Macduff’s family

This moment chowe that Macbeth has shunned all goodness within him. fHe ic willing to do whatever it takes to
maintain his grip on power, even if that means betraying further allies and friends. It is alco the first moment
where we see he has no icsues with the concept of pedicide (the killing of children). Although the murdererc fail
to end Fleance’s life, the fact Macheth orderc hic death chows the depths he will plumb to get what he wante.

Task 2

Shakespeare alludes to hell and connects Macbeth and the Devil throvghout the play to show just how far
Macbeth has fallen from grace. When diccuscing Macbeth with Malcolm, Macduff saye Not in the legions/ of

horvid hell can come a devil more damn'd/ in evil to top Macbeth, cuggecting Macbeth is even worse than the

Devil. Considering a contemporary audiences beliefs about sin and the Devil, this i an astoniching condemnation;

if Macbeth. ic worce than the Devil he is further away from God than anyone has ever been. Shakespeare vsee

these connections then to emphasice that Macbethc character ic irvedeemable. There ic no chance for him to save

himself because of the cing he has committed.
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Task 3

According to the Old Testament, Satan (or
Lucifer, as he was called when he was an angel)
was one of God's creations. Two Old Testament

passages (Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:11-19)
allude to the angel Lucifer's original position **"

as a very exalted being, and likely the highest
ranking of all the angels. Ezekiel 28:12-15 also
states that, in addition to being powerful, it's

likely that Lucifer was the most beautiful of all
of God's creations.

But Lucifer was not satisfied with his lot in
heaven as "God's favorite angel." Instead,

Lucifer wanted to become God himself and
planned what could essentially be called a

military coup to overthrow God and take over ..

as leader of the universe. In essence, Satan
rebelled against God because he wasn't happy
as an assistant to God but instead wanted to
have God's job.

According to the Old Testament, upon learning
of Lucifer's plan, God removed him from his
dignified position and cast him out of Heaven
(Isaiah 14:15; Ezekiel 28:16-17). This is often
described as Satan's "fall from Heaven,"
although it's probably more accurate to say
that he was exiled from Heaven.!

1  Cliff’s Notes, Why does Satan rebel against
God?, https://www.cliffsnotes.com/cliffsnotes/
subjects/literature/whydoes-satan-rebel-
against-god.

Like Lucifer, Macbeth begins the play in an
exalfed position. He ic a respected fighter,

" renowned for hic ckill on the battlefield and his

érm/eky. Duncan holde bhim in high esfeem.

‘Angels are bright still, though
the brightest fell:

Though all things foul would
wear the brows of grace,

Yet grace must still look so.’

Malcolm (4.3)

-« Upon hearing the witched’ prophecies, Macbeth

wante to become king himself. He plane Duncan'e
murder in an attempt fo usurp the throne and
take over as leader of Seotland.

Malcolm speaks about how Lucifer fell from God'e grace. Originally Lucifer was the highest ranking of all angels,

the moct beautitul of all angels, before being cast out of heaven for treachery and betrayal. Thic connects fo

Macbeth, the moct recpected of coldiers, who falls from God'e grace becauce of the murder of Duncan. Malcolm

says angele are bright still though the brightest fell’ Although appearing good, Lucifer stifl falle from grace. All

‘foul’ things may look graceful, yet this ic just a ruse, a trick. Like Lucifer, how Macbeth appearc to the world is not

his true self early in the play. Malcolm comments on how challenging it is to tell real ‘grace’ from artificial ‘grace.

Shakespeare alludes to Lucifer through Macbeth'e character to chow how irvedeemable he is.
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DAYRLE

Task 1

While being a traitor may not inherently make one cruel, Macduff ' actions, in thic context, can be viewed as

cruel dve to their consequences. Macduff'e decicion to leave hic family behind in Scotland, vulnerable to Macbethe

tyranny, ic seen ac an act of cruelty by (ady Macduff. She believes that a loving husband and father would have

profected his family, and hic absence in their time of need ic perceived as a betrayal and a form of cruelty, ac it

placee hic family in grave danger.

Task 2

Lady Macbeth could be concidered a traitor, The murderers, hired to kifl Banquo, could be
a¢ she lies openly to King Duncan. To his face considered traitors as they have betrayed their
che ic almost vbeequious in her praice of him, former ally, having been convinced to do <o by
and yet secretly che has plans to have him Macbeth.

murdered. 3

Macbeth reveals he has spies in every

i . i castle — and particularly MacdufFe.
considered traifors as, following the These servants are traifors to their

murder of their father, they flee. They o macters ac they report back on them

have, in a sence, betrayed Seotland. ..., Lt to Macheth.

Othere alco perceive them as traitore

a¢ they are cuspected of killing their

father and they are believed to have

fled because of their quilt — even ) .

though thic it true. .Arguaé/y, the biggest traitor in the ploy i

) Macbeth, who firetly ic adamant he will not

kill the king, and then doec so. He murders
quite a few innocent people and lies about his

Malesfom and Donalbain could be

The previous Thane of Cawdor con be * involvement or knowledge of them. He lies abouvt
considered a traifor, ac he opposes King Banquo in order to percvade the murderers to

Duncan at the beginning of the play. For thig, kill him.. Almost all of Macbeth'e actions in the

he ic executed. play mark him out as a traitor.
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1. What does Macduff’s son mean in his final line in the extract? What is he saying the traitors have the
capacity to do?

In the line, Then the liare and cwearers are fools, for there are liars and swearere enow to beat the honest

men and hang up them, Macduff'c son exprecses a cense of disillusionment with the current state of Scotland

under Macbeth'e rule. He cuggects that individuals who are truthful and upright (referred to ac ‘honest men)

are dicadvantaged in thic corrupt cociety. The traitors, who are adept at deceit and falce oaths (referred to ac

‘liars and swearerc), have the potfential to outmanoeuvre and even harm the honest ones. Macduff'c son impliec

that there are so many deceitful people willing to betray othere that they can overpower and even punich the

honest individvale. Ecsentially, hec lamenting the prevalence of dichonesty and betrayal in their cociety and the

disadvantages faced by thoce who uphold principles of honesty and infegrity. This line highlights the moral decay

and the sence of hopelescnese prevalent in Scotlond under Macbethe tyrannical rule.

2. How have we seen this concept borne out in Macbeth? Bear in mind what is about to happen to
Macduff’s son and Lady Macduff.

Perhape the most direct example of this concept in the play comes in the came ccene as Macduffc son cpeake thece

worde: ‘Then the liare and cwearers are fools,/ for there are liars and swearere enow to beat/ the honest men and

hang up them.” The murderere sent by Macbeth to kill Lady Macduff and her con exemplify the idea that fiars and

traitors are willing to harm the innocent, ac Macduff'c family ic brutally mordered.
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DAYRLE

Task 1

There is no right answer for this activity. As long as you have justified the reason for your rankings on either
side of the triangle, you can place the quotations in any order you like.

I think thic ic the best quotation af chowing
duplicity becavse of the duality between ‘daggers’
and ‘emilec’ Daggere are symbole of violence,
brutality and suffering, a far cry from the more
Joyful ‘omilec’. The fact thece ‘omilec’ hide thic
cuffering encapevlates how Macbeth hides his
internal celf (ome defined by savagery and ferocity)
and presents hic falce external self (one mimicking
logalty and fealty) to get what he wants.

Where
we are/
Theree daggers

in mene smiles;
the near in blsod/ The
nearer bloody. (2.3)

Thic ic the moment Macbeth
realicec he muct deceive in

order Lo obtain the crown. It False face must hide what the false heart

ic imperative he ic duplicitous. , . . ,
(1. e
Chakespeare’s use of the word doth know. (1.2) (ady Macbeth'c mention of a ‘flower’ and

must’ impliee there is no sther
option than to be deceitful

?erpeht’ i¢ indicative of appearance vs
reality. The flower, reprecentative of
innocence and purity concealc the

Serpent] & creafure symbolic
of treachery and biblical sin.
Lady Macbeth instructe
her hushand to engage in
duplicity if they have any
hope of getting what
they want.

Look like the innocent fower,/ But be the
cerpent vnder't. (1.5)

Your face, my thane, ic as a book, where
men/ May read ctrange mattere. (1.5)

T have placed this ag the quotation that conveys duplicity the least. (ady
Macbeth ic commenting here how Macbeth ic failing to be duplicitous. Hie
thoughts are easy to decipher. fe otill has to learn how to deceive.

Task 2

Another way these quotations connect is throvgh who caye them. Children are ‘fair' to Macbeth; he neede them

to pase hic crown through his lineage. They are, however, also ‘foul’ other peoples’ children threaten fo cteal the

kingship from Macbeth. Donalbain, as a child of Duncan, ic a threat and neede to be eradicated. The threat of

‘daggers in men's emiles’ alludes to the very dagger Macbeth used fo kill Duncan and <o positions Donalbain in a

place of vulnerability.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

DAYRZE

Task 1

Sentence Corrector
incorrect?

Macbeth progressively loses his sense of agency throughout the play, and this contributes \/
to his declining mental health.

Agency is the fatal flaw which leads to Macbeth’s downfall.

their own gain.

The last vestiges of Macbeth’s agency vanish when Macduff declares himself as being
‘from his mother’s womb untimely rip’d’ - this is because it fulfils one of the witches’
apparitions, over which Macbeth has no control.

Lady Macduff and her son discuss agency; the idea of one person betraying another for X
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Task 2

\

The witches’ prophecies

When the witches firct prophesy that
Macbeth will become king, it plante

the ceed of ambition in hic mind. He
becomes fixated on the idea of becoming
king, which gradvally erodes hic cence
of agency as he becomes increasingly

obsecced with fulfilling the prophecy.
-

Lady Macbeth’s manipulation

Lady Macbeth plays a significant role
in pushing Macbeth toward regicide.
She questions his masculinity and
manipulates him into believing that
murder is the only way to achieve their
ambitions. Her psychological inflvence
weakene Macbeths agency, leading him

/

Banquo’s ghost

The appearance of Banquo'c ghost att
the banguet ccene unnerves Macbeth.
He loces control over his own emotions

\

to commit the murder of King Duncan.
N ’ J

The aftermath of Duncan’s
murder

After the morder of King Duncan,

\

and becomes increacingly paranoid,
believing that Banquoe ghoct ic a
manifectation of hie quilt.

- J

Macbeth'c sence of agency further
deteriorates. [He feels trapped by the
consequences of hic actions and the
need fo cover up his crime, which leade
to a cascade of further atfrocitiec.

- J

The apparitions

Macbeth encountere supernatural
elements, including the witchee’
prophecies and apparitions. These
cupernatural forces undermine his
agency by manipulating his actione and
decicions.

- J

KouaSe jo asuss s,y1agoep
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Morality

At the ctart of the play, Macbeth exhibite come clear
positive moral stances. He fights against the enemies
of Seotland, including those who are traifors against
her. He ic disturbed by his initial thought to veurp the
throne. However, ac Macbeth continvee down a path
of murder and treachery, his moral compase erodes.
He becomee desensiticed to violence and increasingly
driven by a. cence of inevitability, further diminiching
his agency. He commits, or encourages othere to
commit, heinous crimes, including the censelecs murdere

of Lady Macduff and her con.

Isolation

At the ctart of the play, Macbeth clearly has key
relationships with others. He has a wife, friends in
charactere such as Banquo, and ic highly regarded
by King Duncan. However, Macbeth's actions and
paranoia lead to his icolation from otherc. fHe becomee
alienated from Friende and allies, leaving him with
Fewer cources of support and quidance. He recognises
thic himself when he remarks that ‘honour, love,
obedience, troope of friends,/ I must not look to
have. He has loct hic wife, had a range of his allies
murdered, and alienated all those who were cupportive
of him.
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DAY ¢

Task 1

MACBETH

| did so; and went further, which is now
Our point of second meeting. Do you find

Your patience so predominant in your nature,
That you can let this go? Are you so gospell’d,
To pray for this good man and for his issue,
Whose heavy hand hath bow’d you to the grave,
And beggar’d yours forever? ..

e
ce e
.....
D

P
.o
.o

FIRST MURDERER
We are men, my liege.

MACBETH

Ay, in the catalogue ye go for men;

As hounds, and greyhounds, mongrels, spaniels, curs,
Shoughs, water-rugs, and demi-wolves are clept
All by the name of dogs: the valu'd file
Distinguishes the swift, the slow, the subtle,
The housekeeper, the hunter, every one
According to the gift which bounteous nature
Hath in him clos’d; whereby he does receive
Particular addition, from the bill

That writes them all alike: and so of men.

Now, if you have a station in the file,

Not i’ th’ worst rank of manhood, say’t;

And | will put that business in your bosoms,
Whose execution takes your enemy off,
Grapples you to the heart and love of us,

Who wear our health but sickly in his life,

Which in his death were perfect.

This is not Macbeths firct meeting with the murderers,

* cuggecting that Banquo'e murder hac been carefully planned

and Macbeth has thovght about what to do with hic former
friend and ally before Shakespeare exposes his thoughts fo an
audience.

« Macbeth triec to percuade the murderers to kill Banquo by

drawing aftenfion to their financial sifvation. He places the
blame on Banquo for being the percon who has made their
familiec poor. By doing thic, Macbeth is appealing to their
emotion, attempting to generafe anger and frustration within
them co that they g0 through with the deed.

el Shakespeare has Macbeth vse a rhetorical question in order

to manipulate the murderers. This ic reminiccent of how (ady
Macbeth manipulatec her hosband earlier in the play (Was
the hope drunk/ Wherein you drecsed yaarcelf?y. Macbeth
makes the murderers quection whether their faith is misquided
which is comewhat ironic concidering they are about fo
commit murder. By referring to who they pray for, Macbeth

i¢ suggesting that Banquo neede no pragerc becauce of the
cine he has committed against them. OF coure, this ic a
fabricated ctory.

*. Macbeth implies the label of ‘men’ic as vceful as the label

of ‘doges) caying there are many different breede of dog that
each pocsese unique qualities, just as men have a range of
characteristice that ot everyone will have in common. These
qualitiec create a natural hierarchy with come more decirable
than others. He ic forcing the murderers to reflect on their
own qualities and perhape thinking about who he can exploit

and who he cannot:
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Task 2

The presence of a. third murderer suggecte that Macbheth is becoming increasingly paranoid. He does not truct the

two men he initially hired to be able to go through with the fack set before them. The third murderer’e arrival

exposec Macbethc anxiety that the job will not get done and in his authoritarian way, he is vawilling to relinguich

complete control. Everyone must be watched and scrutiniced. The murderere question one another, revealing

different versions of the plan fo kill Banquo and chowing audiences that Macheth should never have cent comeone

else fo join the original two. With Banquo'e death and Fleances escape, the murderers fail to enact all of Macbheth's

commands, yet in the confusion generated by the third morderer, Macbeth ic clearly to blame for thic.
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DAYRER

Task 1

Quotation

What is the character feeling or
thinking at this moment?

How does this represent/
symbolise the threat of fate
catching up with Macbeth/ Lady
Macbeth?

1. Macbeth: Why do | yield to that
suggestion/ whose horrid image
doth unfix my hair,/ and make my
seated heart knock at my ribs,/
against the use of nature? (Act 1,
Scene 3)

Macbeth ic considering murdering
the king, but realises thic ic a
terrifying prospect.

Once he commits thic act of
treacon, his fate will be cealed.

2. Porter: Knock, knock, knock.
Who's there, i’ th’ name of
Belzebub? (Act 2, Scene 3)

The Porter wonders who is knocking
co repeatedly in the early morning;
he does co whilst reflecting on hell
the Devil and the cine committed
that would lead a percon to hell.

The Porter is cpeaking in the name
of the Devil = in a literal sense,
given what Macbeth has just
done. Macbeth'’s fate ic already
catching vp with him — despite hic
determination to conduct hic crime
in absolute secrecy, it is clear here
that already there i a cense he
has been found out.

3. Macduff: Is thy master stirring?
Our knocking has awak’d him;
here he comes. (Act 2, Scene 3)

Macdutf has arrived at the castle,
ready to wake vp King Duncan.
Here, he is hoping Macbeth — the
‘master’ of the Porter — has woken

up-

Macduff represents the arrival of
Macbeth’e fate — he is the man
who will vitimately kill the tyrant,
and hie arrival at thic crucial
moment, not long after the regicide
has taken place, galvanises his role
here.
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4. Second Witch: Open locks,
whoever knocks! (Act 4, Scene 1)

Ag the witches prepare for the
arrival of Macbeth, the cecond
witch makec thic comment at the
precice moment Macheth arrivec.

Here, Macbeth has come to learn
hic fate — for better or for worce.
The knocking is him inviting thic
underctanding of hic fate.

5. Lady Macbeth: To bed, to bed.
There’s knocking at the gate.
Come, come, come, come, give
me your hand. What’s done
cannot be undone. (Act 5, Scene
1).

As Lady Macbeth sleepwalks, che
recollecte the eventc of Act 2,
Seene 2 and the horried plan fo 90
to bed whilct the knocking at the
gate continueg.

This ic the ultimate moment of her
fate catching up with her: che ic
overheard by the Doctor and the
Gentlewoman, but alco cannot be
cured of her illnecs as described by
the Doctor.

Task 2

Your written answer will draw on the answers from the grid in Task 1.
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DAYELR

Task 1

There is no right answer to this opinion-based question. However, you may have considered some of the
following ideas:

I think ‘cignifying nothing ic the most important part of Macheth's speech because it really encapsulates the fact

that he now underctands [ife i empty and ic futile. He has spent most of the play trying to find meaning in hi

kingship but hag failed. It is with these two words that he accepts that failure and realices that the only thing fife

leads to is death.

I think ‘che chould have died hereafter’ i the least important. The majority of the cpeech expands on the idea that

all paths in life lead to the grave and thic i better exprecsed when Macbeth says, And all our yecterdaye have

lighted fools/ The way to dusty death

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

Task 2

Physically:
Macbeth might be cpeaking slowly here, ac if he ic fully realising the extent to which
purswit of power ic futile. Perhaps he ic angry, realicing he has wacted his time trying
to claim something which ic ephemeral.
I think his movements could convey a sence of sadnes; Macbeth realices that hic
days will be filled with a sense of inescapable drudgery now that (Lady Macbeth ic
dead. This is not the futvre he envicaged for himself.
Macbeth might remain still throughout the speech. It ic a moment of quiet

X realication for him. fHe realices he ic dvomed to perpetual cuffering.

o

B

E Emotionally:

; Macbeth realices life means nothing and hic purcuit of power has been completely

Futile. His realication that his crimes have been for nothing makes him question
whether any of what he has been through was worth it in the firct place. Perhaps,
then, he ic feeling reqretful.

Macbeth must be feeling disappointed by his failures. The fact he cays that life ‘ic
a tale/ Told by an idiot’ would imply adsption of wikilictic views. Perhape Macbeth is
wondering whether he has had any agency at all.

Shakespeare vsec lamguage that evokes a sense of fatique with life such as Tomorrow,
and tomorrow, and fomorrow/ Creeps in thic petty pace from day to day/ To the lact
syllable of recorded time. Macheth seems tired here. fHe has been fighting physically,
emotionally and peychologically through the entire play and as hic ambitions clip
away from him, he has clearly given up.

Psychologically:

Could Shakespeare be trying to create some element of cympathy for Macbeth here?
He has loct everything and yet ic incapable of feeling emotion for the death of a
loved one. He has loct even the most basic human instinct for companionship.

The events and ideas in the text have completely destroyed Macbeth; he has become
a chell of the man he once was. He has lost all hope becavse he knows there is no
hope for him. Hie death is inevitable.

Shakespeare ic saying that Macbeth ic completely lost. He ic irredeemable.
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DAYE:S

Task 1

Key vocabulary check

Revise the key vocabulary by completing the tasks.

hubris (noun) is a term used to describe excessive pride, arrogance, or overconfidence, often resulting in one’s
downfall or defeat.

TASK ONE: READ IT TASK TWO: TRANSFORM IT

Read about the etymology (where a word originates | Transform the noun ‘hubris’ into an image to help you
from) of ‘hubris’. remember it.

1884, a back-formation from hubristic or else from Greek
hybris ‘wanton violence, insolence, outrage’, originally
‘presumption toward the gods’.

TASK THREE: DEBATE IT

‘Demonstrating some hubristic tendencies can actually help a person succeed in life’.
To what extent do you agree? Answer in full sentences.

While hubric can sometimee lead to overconfidence and recklecs behaviour, it can also fuel ambition and drive
individuale to strive for success. A healthy amount of self-confidence can motivate individuals to take ricks, pursue
their goals, and seize opportunities. However, excescive hubric can lead to a dictorted cense of reality and a lack
of humility, causing individuale to make poor decisions and cuffer consequences. Therefore, it i imporfant fo ctrike
& balance between confidence and humility. While come hubristic tendenciec can help a person cucceed in life, it
i¢ important to remain grounded and aware of ones limitations to aveid overreaching and potential failure.

TASK FOUR: USE IT TASK FIVE: LINKIT

Can you use the following words in a sentence? Explain in full sentences how the noun ‘hubris’ links
hubris to Macbeth. Discuss characters and events in your
hubristic explanation.
1. Hie hubris ultimately led to hic downfall ac he The noun "hubric’ ic a key theme in Shakespeares

believed he was invincible and made reckless decisions. | Macbeth and thic ic exemplified throvgh the character
of Macbeth himself: Macbeth'c excessive pride and
overconfidence in his abilities leads him s ignore the
propheciec of the witches and commit horrendsus acts
to gain and maintain power. This hubrictic behaviour
ultimately leads to hic downfall as he becomes
increasingly paranoid and icolated from those around
him. The character of (ady Macbeth alco displaye hubric
in her ambition to become queen and her belief that che
can manipulate Macbeth into committing murder.

2. Her hubristic tendencies caused her to take
unnececsary ricks and ignore the advice of others,
leading to her eventual failvre.
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Task 2

Type of hubris

Explanation

Supporting quotation

Excessive ambition

At the ctart of the play, Macbeth is a loyal and
respected general, but hic decire for power and
success uftimately leads him to commit regicide and
ceize the throne. Hic ambition blinde him to the moral
implications of hi¢ actions and causes him to act

recklescly.

‘Ctars, hide your birecl/ (et
not light cee my black and
deep decirec (Act 1, Seene 4)

Arrogance

Ae Macbeth's power grows, he becomes increasingly
arrogant and overconfident: He believee that he ic
invincible and that no one can stop him. This leads him
to make bold and ricky decicions without concidering the
consequences.

Then live, Macdutf What
need I fear of thee?/ But yet
I'll make ascurance double
cure,/ And take o bond of
fate: thou chalt not five. (Act
4, Seene 1)

Disregard for the
consequences

Macbeth'c hubris cauces him to dicregard the warnings
of the witches and other characters who predict his
downfall. He believee that he can control his fate and
that nothing can stop him from achieving hic goale.

From this moment/ The very
fircthings of my heart chall
be/ The firctlings of my hand.
(Act 4, Seene 1)

Delusions of grandeur

Macbeth'e hubris alco leads him to develsp delusions of
grandevr. [He beging to see himself as a god-like figure,

above the law and beyond reproach. This leads him to

commit increasingly vislent and immoral acts, including
the murder of innocent people.

T will not be afraid of death
and bawne,/ Till Birnam forest
come to Dunsinane.’ (Act 5,
Seene 3)
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DAYEZY

Task 1
1. Birth The act of being born. Could be a symbolic re-birth.

2. Growth 7he process of developing, whether this ic phycically, mentally or even spiritually.

3. Emotionality 7he sfate of being emotional: the ctate one ic in which can influence obeervable behaviour.

4. Aspiration Goals, ambitions. Something one wante to be or achieve.

5. Conflict A cerious disagreement or argument; a clash or an armed ctruggle.

6. Mortality Being svbject to death.
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Task 2

What role does death
play in Macbeth?

Death plays a major role in.
Macbeth' It is the death of

King Duncan that cparég' a chain
reaction of celf dectruction for
Macbeth. In an ironic way, death ic
the marker of new beginninge i the
/blay. The death of Duncan marke
the beginning of the rule of a tyrant
under Macbeth'’s kingship. The death
of Macbeth marks the rectoration
of law and order in Seotland. Death
ic both celebrated and movrned in
the play.

Where does conflict
appear in the play? Why
does it appear?

The play more or lesc opens with
physical conflict. Seotland ic at war,
the country uncettled. Thic phycical
conflict however, coon franclates
into internal and perconal conflict.
Macbeth is in turmoil for much of
the play, precented with a ceries

of difficult choices that challenge
his morality and leave him in a
conflicted state. By the end of the
play, one could argue Macbeth ic in
conflict with Seotland itcelf cuch ic
his decperation to keep hold of the
crown. He will butcher hic country
if it means he gets to keep hold of
what he has won throvgh nefarious
meang.

Where do ideas of ‘birth’ appear in Macbeth?

This appears in Macbeth’in more of a metaphorical way. One covld
arque that Macbeths rule gives birth to a more brutal Seotland.
Hic savage leadership infroduces tyrannical rule to those living under
hi kingship. Perhaps when Maleolm ascends the throne at the end,
Seotland is reborn, faced with a brighter future. (ack of birth aleo
appears in the play. Macbeth's need for children to inherit hic crown
thoroughly dicturbs him. Macduff's revelation that he was From hic
mother's womb/ Untimely ripp'd’ alco shows how a ‘lack’ of birth ends
in Macbeth'e downfall.

birth

mortality growth

conflict emotionally

aspiration

Shakespeare highlighte the threat aspirations cam pose.
Macbeth aspires to kill Duncan and usvrp the throne once
he has heard the witches’ prophecies. (ady Macbeth acpirec
to be queen. Shakespeare warns audiences that aspiratione
can become dangerous once people ctart hurting othere (or
themeelves) in order to make them become a reality.

Where does aspiration appear in the play?
What is Shakespeare saying about our
aspirations?

How is the process of
growing up or growth
explored in the play?

There ic an inversion of growth in
the play. Macbeth does not ‘grow’ ac
a character. Instead he hacks away
at any potential fo become a moral
man and self-destructe becauce of
the savage path he treade. Malcolm
i¢ a character who does show
growth; through Act 4, Scene 3 he
clowly comes to terme with the idea
that he is the one who must become
king if Seotland ic to heal.

What role do emotions
play in Macbeth? Is
there any character
who is particularly
emotional? Why might
this be?

Emotiong play an important role in
the fext. (ady Macbeth crificises
Macbeth for revealing too much of
what he is feeling (‘Your face, my
thane, ic as o book where men/
May read ctrange matterc) and

o, from the beginning, emotions are
considered comething to be hidden;
they are a weakness, a threat.

(ady Macbeth even asks <pirite to
‘Ctop up th’ access and passage to
remorge, recoqnising the limitations
emotions may place on her. Macduff
i¢ a character who reveale hic
emotions; his reaction to his family'c
death chowe the power of emotion,
the wneed to grieve. Macduff's
emotion exposes to ve all the
importance of /wmam'ty - comething

the Macbethe have lost:
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Task 3

Shakespeare vses the play to highlight the fragility of the human condition. Whilst many characters cling to their

sence of morality, othere completely sacrifice it fo achieve their aspirations. The characters of Macbeth and (ady

Macbeth are used by Shakespeare o highlight what happens when the human condition is exposed to forces of

darkness, how one experiences a cubversion of growth, an infernal conflict that does not pass, emotione that must be

hidden. Macbeth and (ady Macheth abandon their humanity; they chun the human condition, possibly because they

do not recognise ife importance. Macheth even mulle on the pointlesenece of the chaoe that life can bring (it is a tale/

Told by an idiot, full of sound and Fury,/ Signifying nothing). Those characters who see the importance of the human

condition, however, are those who emerge victorious. Macduff for example, allows himself to feel hic hvmanity when he

hears of the death of hic family (What, all my pretty chickens and their dam/ At one fell cwoop?) and as o resuft,

forcec of qood are allowed to triumph over evil. IF one fakes Macbeth and Macduff a¢ case ctudies, it ic clear that the

human condition must be felt and respected: to shun one's humanity ic to chun all hope.
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DAYE:Y

Task 1

You may have included some of the following ideas:

Key moment How was Ross involved?

1. Macbeth finds out he is the Thane of Cawdor. Rocs is asked by King Duncan to deliver thic mescage to
Macbeth and ask him to vicit the king.

2. King Duncan’s murder is discovered and panic Rogs is quiet af thic moment but bears witness fo the
fills the castle. ccene of devactation. Macduff is similarly quiet, and
both grow to have cuspicions of Macbeth.

3. An Old Man reflects on the strange events in Rocs is part of thic conversation. [He comments on the
nature that have happened since the death of unnatvral daytime darknese cince the death of the
King Duncan. Macduff arrives, and together they | 4. 7hic cugpicion grows steadily throughout the play.
discuss who killed the King. Whilet Macdvff decides to refvrn to Fife, Rocs goec to

Seone to cee Macheth crowned king — perhaps to try

and remain in the new kinge favour.

4. At a banquet, Macbeth sees Banquo’s ghost. Rogs witnesces Macheth’s breakdown. [He recognises
Macbeth’s fragile state of mind, commanding the sther
lorde to rise’ ac Macheth is ‘not well’ In doing thic, he
appears to be publicly trying to chield Macbeth from

cpeculation.

5. Lady Macduff is upset that her husband has fled | Roce delivere the news that Macdvff has fled but

to England. attempte to convince (ady Macduff that hic intentions
were good ones and that he may have done co through
wicdow rather than ‘fear.
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slaughtered.

6. Macduff discovers that his family have been

Rogs delivere thic news to Macdvff in England. He ic
fearful that Macduvff will blame Rose for the news, but
his words form part of the catalyst for Macduff to
press on and destroy Macbheth.

son died in battle.

7. Macbeth is defeated. Siward discovers that his

Rocs delivere the news that Siward’e son died, in their
view, an honourable death in that his wounde were on
his front — he did not die whilet fleeing.

Task 2

Rocs reveals what it is fike to five
under a tyrant — one feele paranoid
about one'c own actions, and
wonders whether one hag cinned

Ross criticices cituations where
people are called traitors but do
not know why, and when rvmours
spread about people without validity.

Ross talks about loging cight of
onee own beliefe and priorities. For
example, Macbeth has ctrayed <o
far from hic principles that he ic

without knowing it.

almost vnrecoguicable now.

I agree with the second statement the most. Seotland ic co filled with suspicion that it seems that anyone covld be

called a traitor. For example, no one ic cerfain about who killed King Duncan but suspicion, even early in the play,

falle on the quards and then on Duncan'e own cons — all characters who were innocent of the deed. Rocs seems o

comment here that people have become ccared of everything, not only those who might be traifore but ako fear

being accused of traitorous behaviour themselves.
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DAYEZY

Task 1
Clothing and... Quotation that Where in the play does this How do these ideas connect?
connects these two quotation appear? What’s
ideas happening?
appearance vs MACBETH Macbeth explains to (ady Macbeth appears o be a loyal
reality Macbeth that they will not go and faithful servant. He cpeake of

We will proceed no

further in thic businecs:/
He hath honour'd me of
late; and I have bought/

Golden opinions from all
corte of people/ Which
would be worn now in
their newest glocs,

Not cast aside co soon.

through with their plans to
commit regicide. He cays thic
after cpending time dealing with
a cpate of infernal conflicte
regarding the reacons why he
chould not kill his éfhg.

metaphorically ‘wearing’ the ‘golden
opinions’ he has ‘bought’ becavse of
hic prowese in battle. Thic would
imply that Macbeth wiches to
present himself to the world as he
i¢ seen by other. He wichee to be
the person that othere befieve him to
be. Audiences, however, underctand
that thece clothes’ help characters
appear to be one thing whereas in
reality they are another. Macbeth
will continue to appear to live up to
these ‘golden opinions’ while in reality
he will plot and ccheme his way to
the ultimate power: kingship.

lives: why do you drecs
me/ In borrow'd robec?

has bectowed the title of Thane
of Cawdor upon him. He does
not bknow yet that the man who
previoucly held the fitle hac been
cenfenced to death for treacon
and betmya/.

ambition and (ADY MACBETH Lady Macbeth cays this in Actually means ‘were you drunk when
power h response fo her huvcband stating | earlier you were co hopeful. From
%:g t}_le ope;{drw:j/ thafz‘ they will not kill King & modern percpective, /;_‘he idea of
erem7y ou dress Duncan. (ady Macheths use of ‘dresc’d yourcelf’ could imply that
yourself: a rhetorical question highlighte one can prefend To be comething or
her dichelief as o her hvcband’c | comeone else to get what they want.
decision. She is accusatory here | Here, (ady Macheth believee one
to manipulate her hucband into must present themselves (or ‘drece’
doing what che wants themgelves) in a certain way to fulfil
their ambitions.
fate and MACBETH Macbeth saye thic once he has Shakespeare has Macbeth vee a
prophecy The Thawe of Cawdor been told by Ross that Duncan | clothing metaphor fo chow that

Macbeth believes he has not earned
the title of Thane of Cawdor. He
believes the position belongs to
comeone else, yet this moment revealc
to avdiences that the wifches worde
have come true, and that their
observatione about Macbeth'e fate,
in an ironic sense, can be trusted,
even though they are figures of
duality and duplicity. Macbeth
observes that these robes are
‘borrow’d] prophetic of the idea that
he will never truly hold the title of
king once he has the crown, having
earned it throvgh duplicitous meanc.
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a loss of
innocence

MACBETH

Lll fight till From my
bones my flesh be hack’d/

Give me my armouvr.

Macbeth commande Seyton

to give him hic armour as he
prepares for ‘ten thovsand...
coldiers’ to lay ciege to his
battlements. [Hic command revealc
his increasingly frantic nature.

Macbeth’e desire to be dresced in hic
armovr shows that he is completely
consumed by darknese. He has

no choice but to fight to keep hic
crown, a crown won out of a locs

of innocence and held onto through
cruelty, fear and tyranny.

a loss of identity

ANGUS

Those he commande
move only in command,/
/Vothfug in love: now doe¢
he feel hic title/ Hang
loose about him, like a
giant'e robe/

(/pon a dwarfich thief

This moment occure towarde the
end of the play when Menteith
acks for news ac to Macbethc
actions. Angus reveale that
Macbeth’e tyrannical nature has
forced his people to only do what
he saye because they fear him.
They do their duty not out of love
but outt of terror.

Shakespeares use of a cimile, voiced
by Angus, chows Macbeth hac
completely loct control of his kingehip
and the identity he wiches fo
present To the world. He ic no longer
the woble warrior he was at the
beginning of the play and continues
to pretend that he can rule cupreme.
Shakespeare, through Angus, ic
caying that one can use a fitle fo
present themselves in a particular
way, yet deceit will afwaye be expoced
no matter how it ic presented to the
world.

Task 2

Clothing is an appropriate mefaphor to use when dealing with ideas of appearance, deception and one’ status because

it can tell us so much about who a percon is (or certainly who they want to be). How one dressec ic an indication of

how they wich fo precent themselves to the world. Clothing can influence opinion, perspective and thoughts. This ic why

Shakespeare connects clothing with deception; what we wear can help us prefend o be someone we are not because

clothing ic one of the first things we may use to form a judgement about someone, particularly their status in life.

Clothing allows uc to become a character, it allows us to act in ways in which we might normally find difficult, it hefps

ug to inhabit personas that do not come nafurally to vs. Shakespeares use of a clothing motif connects to the duplicity

within hic characters and a warning that caid duplicity will always be exposed.
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DAYELY

Task 1

The differences between free will and predesctination are vast. Free will states that individuals have the capacity fo

make independent choices and are responsible for their own actions. It emphasicec the idea that one has controf

over one’e destiny. Predestination is often rooted in religiovs beliefs and suggeste that everything — including human

choices — i¢ predetermined by a higher power. This challenges the idea of individual free will and moral responsibility.

Task 2

Key event

Free will (F) or
predestination (P)?

Why?

hallucinates a bloody
dagger leading him
to the murder of King
Duncan.

Act 1, Scene 3: Macbeth | p In Act 1, Scene 3 of Macbeth, the witchee tell Macbeth that he
encounters the witches will become Thane of Cawdor and eventually bing. This ic an example
for the first time and of predestination as the prophecy suggecte that Macbeth's fate ic
is told that he will already defermined and that he hac no control over hic dectiny.
become Thane of Furthermore, the witchec decicion to meet with Macbeth in the
Cawdor and eventually first place was not Macbethe choice, a¢ they had already planned
King to do so in Act 1, Seene 1. Ae Macbeth himself notec in recpongce to
’ the prophecy: Thic cupernatural coliciting/ Cannot be ill, cannot be
good’. This implies that Macbeth'c encounter with the witchee was
not a result of hic own actions or choices but instead preordained
by fate or a higher power. This cets the stage for the rect of the
play, as Macbheth ctruggles to reconcile his own decires with the
forcec of t/es'tfny that seem to be work/‘ug againct him.
Act 1, Scene 5: Lady F This moment ic an example of free will becavse Macbeth ulfimately
Macbeth convinces makes the choice o follow (ady Macbeth'e urging and commit
Macbeth to kill King regicide. Ac Lady Macbeth says, ‘What beast wac’t, thew,/ that
Duncan, despite his made you break this enterprise to me?)/ When you durst do it then
initial reluctance. you were a man’ (Act 1, Seene 7). This chows that Macbeth has
the agency to make the decicion to carry ovt the murder.
Act 2, Scene 1: Macbeth | p Macbeth hallucinates a bloody dagger leading him to the murder of

King Duncan. This moment ic an example of predestination becavse
it suggestc that Macbeth's fate ic alveady determined and that he
ic powerlese to recist it. Ac Macbeth cays, ‘Ic thic a dagger which
I cee before me,/ The handle toward my hand? Come, let me clotch
thee! Here, Macbeth is drawn toward the dagger, unable to resict
its call, which suggeste that hic fate ic already set and he has no
control over his actions.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

Act 3, Scene 1: Macbeth
decides to have Banquo
killed to prevent his
descendants from
becoming kings, even
though Banquo is his
friend.

This moment ic an example of free will becavee Macbeth makes o
conscious decision to have Banguo killed despite their friendchip. He
acknowledges that the act ic morally wrong but chooses to prioritice
his own power over his relationchip with Banguo. Ac he cays, Tt is
concluded. Banquo, thy coul Hight/ IF it find heaven, must find it
out tonight’

Act 3, Scene 4: Macbeth
sees the ghost of
Banquo at a banquet,
revealing his guilty
conscience and inner
turmoil.

This moment ic an example of predestination becavse Macheth's
quilt and inner turmoil, which the ghost of Banquo represents, are
a direct result of his earlier actions, which were predestined by the
witches’ prophecies. Ac Macbeth cays, ‘Thou canct wot say I did
it: never chake/ Thy gory lscks at me’ [Here, he acknowledges that
he is wot responsible for Banquo's death, but rather that it was
predetermined by the witches prophecy.

Act 4, Scene 1: Macbeth
visits the witches again
and is told to beware of
Macduff, but also that
‘none of woman born
shall harm Macbeth.

This moment ic an example of free will becavse, despite the witches’
prophecies, Macbeth till chooses to act in a way that he believes
will cecore his power. He decidee to kill Macduffs family and later
ceeks out Macdvff himself despite the warning about him. ‘T'll make
assurance dovble cure,/ and take a bound of fate.

Act 4, Scene 2: Lady
Macduff and her
children are brutally
murdered on Macbeth’s
orders.

This moment ic an example of free will becavce Macbeth chooces
to order the murder of Lady Macduff and her children, despite the
fact that they pose no threat to him. Ac he cays fo the murderers,
T am in blood/ ctepp’d in <o far, that, chould I wade no more,/
returning were as tedious as go oer, indicating that he is fully
committed to hic violent cource of action.

Act 5, Scene 3: Macbeth
learns that Birnam
Wood is moving
towards Dunsinane,
fulfilling the witches’
prophecy that he
cannot be defeated
until this happens.

Act 5, Seene 3 chowe Macbeth learning that Birnam Wood is
moving towards Dunsinane, which fulfile the witches’ prophecy that
he cannot be defeated unfil thic happens. Ac he exclaims, T gin

to be aweary of the cun/ And wich the estate o' the world were
now undone, Macbeth acknowledges that his fate has been cealed
and that he ic powerlese to stop it: This moment i an example of
predectination becavse the witches’ prophecy has been fulfilled and
Macbeth's downfall has been predefermined.

Act 5, Scene 5: Macbeth
is told that Lady
Macbeth has died,
leading to his famous
soliloquy about the
meaninglessness of life.

Act 5, Seene 5 chows Macbeth learning about CAa{g Macbethe
death, which leade to hic famous solilsquy about the meaninglescnecs
of life. As he exclaims, (ifec but a walking chadow, a poor player/
That strute and frefe hic hour upon the ctage. Macbeth reflects

on the fleeting nature of human existence and the lack of control
that individuale have over their fafe. This moment ic an example of
free will becavse Macbeth ic reflecting on the choices he made that
led to hic downfall, and hic contemplation of the meaning of life is a
result of hic own agency and celf-reflection.
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Act 5, Scene 8: Macbeth | p This moment ic an example of predestination becavse Macbeth's

is killed by Macduff, fate was predetermined by the witches’ prophecy, and hic death was
who reveals that he inevitable, as foretold by the supernatural forces.

was ‘from his mother’s

womb/ untimely ripp’d’,

thus fulfilling the
witches’ prophecy that
none of woman born
could harm him.

Task 3

In my view, Shakespeare is exploring the complexity of free will v predestination. Ultimately, however, Macbeth’e

actions are driven by hic own choices, ambition and moral decline rather than purely by predestination. Whilst

Macbeth’e initial meeting with the witches and their prophecies plant the seeds of desting, his deccent intfo murder

and tyrannical leaderchip ic arquably a result of his swn free will. Shakespeare presents the idea that individvals

have the capacity for choice, and it ic our own decicions which ulfimately chape our fates.
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DAYELY

Task 1

Quotation

Literal appearance or action of the
ghost

What is Shakespeare exploring?

‘Thou canst not say | did it:
never shake/ Thy gory locks
atme’

The ghoctc hair ic covered in blood.
The ghoct ic chaking hic head, perhaps
exprecsing his corvow at Macbhethc
betrayal.

Shakespeare ic exploring the very bloody
nature of Banquo'c murder, given the
volume of blood. He ic also exploring the
quilt placed upon Macbeth dve to his

actiong.

‘When all’s done,/ You look
but on a stool.’

The ghoct is citting in Macbeth'e seat
at the table. However, Macbeth ic the
only character who can see this: (ady
Macbeth declares that Macbeth seeme
to be terrified of an emply stool.

Shakespeare i exploring the idea

of lineage in relation to the crown.
Banguo's ghost cite in the seat of a
king, indicative of the prophecy which
named Banquo's issue ac futvre kings.

‘Thy bones are marrowless,
thy blood is cold;/ Thou hast
no speculation in those eyes/
Which thou dost glare with!’

Banguo's ghoct is ctaring (or glaring)
at Macbeth, ccratinising him. Macbeth
tries to remind himself that the eyes do
not exict and cannot really cee him.

Shakespeare ic exploring Macbeth'
fear of being discovered. Banquoe ghoct
cees Macbeth, clearly, for what he ic: a
cold-blooded murderer. This reflects how
othere see him, later in the play.
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Task 2

Avaunt!
and quit my
cight! let the
earth hide
thee!’

For me, the exclamatives uced in thic line demonstrate the highest level
of panic for Macbeth. The fact there are two exclamatives in particular
demongctrate thic.

Ay, and a bold one, that Macbeth’e invocation of the Devil here shows a high fevel of panic.
dare look on that/ Which He ctatec that he is looking at comething that the Devil would be
might appal the devil! appalled by, showing hic deep-rooted panic here.

Macbeth here ic definitely more panicked: he considers that

he would rather fight Banguo himself to the death than be

faced with his ghost: Given the men were friends in life, and

given Macbeth employed others to murder him, thic chows a
cignificant level of panic.

Take any chape bot that, and my firm

nervec/ Shall never tremble: or be afive

2gain,/ And dare me fo the decert with
thy cword’

Similar to the bottom question, Macbeth is
considering life after death and the impact of
having ghosts rise. He doesnt seem that panicked.

TF charnel-houses and ovr graves must send/ Those that
we bury back, our monuments/ Shall be the maws of kites’

Macbeth appears to be rationalising what he cees
there: he is almost carcastic in hic ctatement
that dead pesple used to just stay dead.

The timee have been,/ That when the brains were out, the man
would die,/ And there an end.
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Task 3

Macbeth's reaction to Banguoe
ghost cat in his ceat could very well
lead o him losing the crown - he
acte in a completely out-of-control
manner, and thus the collected
Lords might not think he is fit 1o
rule Seotland.

L—

The phrase puch us from our stools’
could also speak metaphorically
about the thrones from which
Macbeth feare he will be unsceated
by Banquos sons and descendants.

A
Macbeth ceeme to realice that hic
murder of Banquo will not stop this
From happening - Banquos lineage
will cee it done.
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DAYEIS

Task 1

MALCOLM

Well; more anon.--Comes the king forth, | pray you?

DOCTOR

Ay, sir; there are a crew of wretched souls
That stay his cure: their malady convinces
The great assay of art; but at his touch--
Such sanctity hath heaven given his hand--
They presently amend.

MALCOLM
I thank you, doctor.

Exit Doctor

MACDUFF
What’s the disease he means?

MALCOLM

‘Tis call'd the evil: .

A most miraculous work in this good king;

Which often, since my here-remain in England, -

I have seen him do. How he solicits heaven,""
Himself best knows: but strangely-visited people,
All swoln and ulcerous, pitiful to the eye,

The mere despair of surgery, he cures,

Hanging a golden stamp about their necks, .-
Put on with holy prayers: and ‘tis spoken, **

To the succeeding royalty he leaves

The healing benediction. With this strange virtue,
He hath a heavenly gift of prophecy, -.

And sundry blessings hang about his thrOne

That speak him full of grace.

Here, we learn that Edward is co holy that he

... has the ability fo heal those who are sick. This

i¢ reminiccent of Chrict and co Edward becomes
a Christ-like figure in the play, far removed from
the devilich Macbeth.

Maleolm believes that Edward ic capable of

" performing miracles. Again, Shakespeare alludes

to Chrict through thic gift that Edward seems
to poscess.

.+ Maleoln is uncure as to how Edward seeme to

communicate with heaven. It ic not for other
people to know.

Edward will pase his gifts of prophecy onto

" thosce who cucceed him. [Hic legacy is one of

.
ce.
..
.
ce.
..

divinity whereas Macbeth’s legacy will be one of
hellich brotality.

Macbeth calls Edward’e gift ‘ctrange. Perhape
it is because he has wnot ceen thic level of
piety and holiness before, not even in hic own
father. It alco chows how man is incapable of
underctanding that which seeme supernatural.

. “o.. Edward has the gift of prophecy. Interectingly,
thic ic something he charec with the witches.

Shakespeare might be commenting then that it ic
not the gift of prophecy that puts one in league
with darkness, but how that prophecy is used.
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Task 2

‘There is a definite New Testament feeling about
the whole passage, and Edward’s shadowy miracle-
working presence, never, directly visible, carries
the connotation of the Saviour at his holy work
amongst men. Edward in the play is grace itself,
not quite incarnate; he presides over Malcolm as
the witches preside over Macbeth. The good king’s
power is spoken of entirely in terms of sanctity.’

‘Edward has a gift of prophecy; Macbeth is the
victim of prophecies. Edward can pass the gift to
his successors; Macbeth will have no successors.
More powerful than Duncan, Edward represents an
ideal of kingship. He remains off stage, suggesting
that such ideas are at a remove from the reality the
characters have to live in.’

Task 3

Edward the Confescor is present in the play To highlight just how depraved and corrupt Macbeth has become. In

healing thoce who are sick with a simple tovch, Edward’s piety and devotion to God cannot be overstated. [ntil thic

moment, audiencec have only heard of Duncan’e gosdness; Edward, it is clear, ic even more piouc than Scotland'e
y 9

previous king. [He ic a manifestation of an idealiced form. of kingship, a leader all kings chould aspire to be. The fact

Edward ic mentioned in Act 4, Seene 3, just before MacdufF heare of how his family is slain, ic again a reminder

that there ic an alternative to Seotland's suffering. Through Edward, a ceries of polar opposites between Macbheth

and himself are made apparent, with the most important of these being that whilct Edward aligns himeelf with God,

Macbeth aligns himself with the Devil and corruption. There is nothing that can redeem him now.
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DAYELY

Task 1
2.1-. halfworld . wicked . Witcheraft | withered _  cenfinel . ctealthy
3.9. accailable bat _ Cummons beetle  _ nights  _ dreadfol

These words mostly carry wegafive connotations. Wicked’ for example, reveale how supernatural forces are capable of

horrific deeds. ‘Stealthy’ would imply that these deede are not always recoguicable or noticed: the supernatural can

carry out ife business in secret which makes it even more dangerous. There are also worde here that one could connect

with nature. For example, ‘bat’ and ‘beetle’ are all creatvres but creatures that could be ascociated with evil and

witcheraft. These words are evocative of a nightmare and death, revealing that the supernatural cannot be tructed.
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Task 2

1. Why is Hecate angry with the
witches at the beginning of this
scene?

Hecate is angry with the witches
becavse they have engaged with
Macbeth by tricking him and giving
him prophecies without including her.
She refers to hercelf as the cource
of the witched powerc, the one who
has created all thinge evil. She is
disappointed they have done what
they have done without consulting
her.

2. What do we learn about the
supernatural through Hecate’s
anger?

Hecate deccribee herself as ‘the
mistress of your charms’to the
witches. We underctand that there
ic a clear hierarchy within the
cupernatural world, just ac there is
hierarchy within the natural world.
The witches are precented as minions
of Hecate here. She iscvec them with
orders to be fulfilled and ic clearly
angry when the witches act without
her input.

3. How does Hecate describe
Macbeth? What does this
suggest about her feelings
towards him?

Hecate deccribes Macbeth ac

a ‘wayward con] comeone who

ic ‘cpiteful’ and ‘wrathbul’ He ic
unreliable, angry and croel. She
clearly diclikes him. It is intereting
that a cloce contriver of all harme’
would describe Macbeth ac thic. Tt
implies Macbeth has fallen in grace
even further than one could imagine
him folling. Even agents of evil find
him awful.

FIRST WITCH
Why, how now, Hecate? you look angerly.

HECATE

Have | not reason, beldams as you are,
Saucy and overbold? How did you dare
To trade and traffic with Macbeth

In riddles and affairs of death;

And I, the mistress of your charms,
The close contriver of all harms,

Was never call’d to bear my part,

Or show the glory of our art?

And, which is worse, all you have done
Hath been but for a wayward son,
Spiteful and wrathful; who, as others do,
Loves for his own ends, not for you.
But make amends now: get you gone,
And at the pit of Acheron

Meet me i’ th’ morning: thither he

Will come to know his destiny.

Your vessels and your spells provide,
Your charms, and everything beside.

I am for th’ air; this night I’ll spend
Unto a dismal and a fatal end.

Great business must be wrought ere noon.

Upon the corner of the moon

There hangs a vap’rous drop profound;
I’ll catch it ere it come to ground:

And that, distill’d by magic sleights,
Shall raise such artificial sprites,

As, by the strength of their illusion,

Shall draw him on to his confusion.

He shall spurn fate, scorn death, and bear
His hopes 'bove wisdom, grace, and fear.
And you all know, security

Is mortals’ chiefest enemy.

4. Hecate instructs the witches
to meet her ‘at the pit of
Acheron’ where Macbeth will
also arrive to meet them.
Acheron is the name of one of
the rivers of Hades that leads
to the underworld. What does
this tell us symbolically about
where they will all meet?

The mention of Acheron reveals to
audiences that in a symbolic cense,
Macbeth will enter Hell itcelf to
learn more of his dectiny. Acheron ic
the ‘river of woe’ which forechadows
the fact that Macbeth’c future will
not be kind to him.

5. Hecate refers to her plans for
Macbeth as ‘great business’.
This echoes Lady Macbeth’s
instructions to Macbeth in

Act 1: ‘you shall put/ This
night’s great business into my
dispatch.” What can be said
about this connection?

Hecate mirrore Lady Macbeth’e words
of Great business] which connecte
Lady Macbeth with the supernatural
even further. Both fHecate and (ady
Macbeth’e cchemee propel Macbeth
further towarde hic downfall. Great
businecs’ ic important business, but
both times, these plofc are out of
Macbeth'e control. He covld be read,
in a way, a< a victim of the ‘greaf
businees’ Hecate and Lady Macbeth

have in ctore for him.

6. ‘... Shall draw him on to his
confusion’ - To what extent is
‘confusion’ a key idea in the play?

Confusion is a key idea that ic
explored by Shakespeare in the
play. Confusion is a consequence of
the witched’ prophecies; Macbeth’e
confucion leads him to actions that

will eventually cause hic downfall. The witches are deliberately ambiguove with Macbeth, perhaps because
they are figures of treachery and enjoy watching the chaos that ensvec from propheciec they offer him.
Their ambiguity allows them fo distance themselvec from Macbeth’s actions; they cay he will be king
and yet they never specify how thic will come about: Even though their deeds are dark, their creation
of ambiguity and their vse of equivocation means they can protest their innocence. It ic Macheth, in hic
confuced <tate, that continues hic brutal actions in the purcuit of stabifity and truth.
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Task 3
The supernatural ic uced to propel the plot forward: it is the prophecies, uttered by forcec of evi| that cavse Macheth

to act in the way he does. Perhaps Shakespeare also includes the cupernatural becavse he wiches to evoke an

atmosphere of fear. The play opene with ‘thunder and lightning in which the three witches meet, in an aftempt to

make audiences feel unsettled. From the very firct scene, we know that horrors will pervade the evente that occur.

Shakespeare alco uses the supernatural to expose the darknese within us all, to expose how easy it ic for man to be

tempted by the promice of comething greater than themeelvee. Macbeth turns hic thovghtc to murder very quickly

after hearing what the witches have to say: My thought, whose murder yet ic but fantastical/ Shakes co my cingle

ctafe of man. All it takes ic one promise for the darknese within us all to be unleashed. The supernatural then, ic

used as a warning by Shakecpeare. Appearances can be deceptive; things that ceem good are not necescarily always a

product of light and virtfue.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.



100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

DAYEY

Task 1

Hands and guilt

Macbeth looke incredulovely at hic
own hands, covered in blood, after
the murder of King Duncan. He does
not believe that hic hande will ever
be clean again.

Later in the play, (ady Macbeth
has a cimilar reaction whilet
cleepwalking. She queriec whether
all the perfumes of Arabia’ would
take the smell of blood from her
hande. The blood in both cages ic
indicative of their deep-rooted quilt.

Hands and power

Edward the Confescor, mentioned in
Act 4, Scene 3, can lay hic hands
on sick people and cure them of
their ailment. Thic chows immence
power, being veed pocitively.

On the other hand, Macbeth wields
power in a different way: hic hands
are capable of extreme vislence,
cuch ac ic mentioned in Act 1,
Seene 2: he carved out hic pascage’
by hand, ucing hic cword, to get to
the enemy.

Hands and the consequences of
actions
When Maleolm and Macdvff discucs
the cickness that infecte Scotland
(in other words, Macbeth'’e reign),
Maleolm commente: ‘he hath not
touch'd you yet.

In thic line, Maleolm svggeste

that Macbeth hac not yet sought
retribution for Macduff fleeing to
England: his cruel hand is ctayed,
for now. Little do they both know
that Macduff'e bamily have already
been slaughtered for what Macbeth
cees as Macduffe treachery.

Task 2

For the ten selected quotations below, indicate which idea the reference links to.

Guilt

Power Consequences

1. ‘Which ne’er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him,
Till he unseam’d him from the nave to the chaps,
And fix’d his head upon our battlements.’

v

2. ‘The eye wink at the hand; yet let that be, v
Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see.’

3. ‘To beguile the time,

Your hand, your tongue’

Look like the time; bear welcome in your eye,

4. ‘Give me your hand,

Conduct me to mine host: we love him highly’

5. ‘One cried ‘God bless us!” and ‘Amen’ the other; v v
As they had seen me with these hangman’s hands.’
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Clean from my hand?’

6. ‘What hands are here? ha! they pluck out mine eyes. v
Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood

7. ‘Those of his chamber, as it seem’d, had done ‘t: v v
Their hands and faces were an badged with blood’

8. ‘Their malady convinces

They presently amend.

The great assay of art; but at his touch-
Such sanctity hath heaven given his hand-

washing her hands’

9. ‘It is an accustomed action with her, to seem thus v

10. ‘Now does he feel

His secret murders sticking on his hands’

Task 3
Quotation What does the quotation reveal about Macbeth? One-word summary
of Macbeth based on
the quotation
Act1: At the ctart of the play, Macbeth’c hands are already capable Powertul
‘CAPTAIN: Which ne’er of real vislence — and <kilful violence, at that. However, here, the
hook hand bad vislence at Macbeths hands ic celebrated by those around him.

:a rZSvellatr:) hsi,n:(;rTilal hz The motif of hands here foreshadows the violence Macbheth will

'd hi f, h be capable of committing later in the play: he is a character who
:zs:at?the Icnl:a;)c;n/q,:nz uses hic hands powerfully.

V b
fix’d his head upon our
battlements.
Act 2: Macbeth is feeling a great cense of quilt now. He has vsed his Overwhelmed
‘MACBETH: What hands are | hands to murder the bing, but now those same hands, which have
long been ckilled in battle, do not feel like hic own hands. This
here? ha! they pluck out 9 g
me:lLee o aes /Tl?lliﬁ :IT :)eL; ¢ perhaps demonstratec how far the regicide feels out of Macbeth's
Nebt Y o 8 h ucual modus operand;: he had not wanted to go throvgh with the
the,pbl‘:nej/oélean \;vas murdet; and now hic hands do wot feel like they belong to him.
is bloo ean from my

hand?’
Act 3: Macbeth'e anger is evident here in his criticicm of the witches. Frustration

‘MACBETH: Upon my head
they placed a fruitless
crown,/ And put a barren
sceptre in my gripe,/
Thence to be wrench’d with
an unlineal hand’

One of hic greatest desirec is To mainfain his crown and pass it
on to a son. However, thic image shows hic realication that thie
will not happen: the ceremonial sceptre in his hand will not be
passed on. Mot only thic, but a second hand ic precent in thic
quotation: that of Banquo's sons. Hands here, therefore, come o
cignify the theft of comething Macbeth believes o be rightfully
/1/!'.
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‘ANGUS: Now does he feel/
His secret murders sticking
on his hands.’

reflected here by Angus. The murdersc Macbeth has committed
are said to be ‘cticking on his hands: the motif of hande here ic
uced To reprecent not only Macheth'c quilt but the realisation of
other charactere to hic crimes.

Act 4: Hands here return to a violent purpose. However, the ckill of Frantic
‘MACBETH: From this Macbeth’e vislent hands from the start of the play give way now

moment/ The very zo a i’;a;tic cet of actiong: the first thing Macbeth thinke to do,

firstlings of my heart shall € will do-

be /The firstlings of my

hand.

Act 5: Macbeth’e earlier fears that hic hands would not be clean are Exposed

Task 4

The motif of hands ic a powerful and recurring symbol that provides insight into the charactere and their moral

decay. Shakespeare ascociatec thic motif with both Macbeth and (ady Macbeth, whose quilt metaphorically

staing their hands. (ady Macbethe hands chow her quift-ridden obsession with trying to cleanse her coul, thus

demonctrating the deteriorating ctafe of her conscience. Macheth'e bloody hands cymbolice his increasing brutality

and ruthlecsness. Whilct hands can be used to be violent and murderous, they can alco be the source of calvation -

such ac for the subjects of Edward the Confescor.
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DAYRELR

Task 1

Enter LADY MACBETH with a taper.

GENTLEWOMAN

Lo you, here she comes! This is her
very guise; and, upon my life, fast
asleep. Observe her; stand close.

DOCTOR
How came she by that light?

GENTLEWOMAN
Why, it stood by her: she has light by
her continually; ’tis her command.

DOCTOR
You see, her eyes are open.

GENTLEWOMAN
Ay, but their sense are shut.

DOCTOR
What is it she does now? Look how
she rubs her hands.

GENTLEWOMAN

Itis an accustomed action with her,
to seem thus washing her hands. |
have known her continue in this a
quarter of an hour.

LADY MACBETH
Yet here’s a spot.

DOCTOR

Hark, she speaks. | will set down
what comes from her, to satisfy my
remembrance the more strongly.

LADY MACBETH

Out, damned spot! out, | say! One;
two. Why, then ’tis time to do’t. Hell
is murky! Fie, my lord, fie! a soldier,
and afeard? What need we fear who
knows it, when none can call our
power to account? Yet who would
have thought the old man to have
had so much blood in him?

THEME (LIGHT): What does light symbolise in the play?
What does it represent?

Light covld be seen to represent hope and redemption in the
play. It is something that ic feared by Macbeth and (ady
Macbeth to begin with as they worry it will expose their
duplicitous and evil deede. They are primarily concerned with
God and Heaven playing witness to their crimes, yet they alco
call for darknecs to hide their actions from themeelves, in

a futile attempt fo feign innocence and ignorance to others.
Light ic goodness but is ceen as a threat to the Macbeths.

THEME (LIGHT): Lady Macbeth enters with a fragile light.
How is this different to what she has previously asked for?
Why the difference?

Lady Macbeth, along with her huchand, has previously
acked for darknecs o chroud her deeds from the world.

Here, che enters with a light, perhaps indicating her need
for redemption, an attempt to abeolve herself of afl of the
things che hac done wrong. The fact the light sovrce is a
taper chows how vulverable and fragife the light ic; it can be
cnuffed out in an instant, cymbolicing a point of no refurn
for Lady Macbeth.

MOTIF (HANDS): Previously, hands have come to represent
duplicity and destruction. What do they represent here?

Honds tranclate our thoughts info action. Here, (ady
Macbeth neede to purge herself of her quift and cin. The
washing of her hands reprecente thic. The ‘blosd’ che believes
che ceec on them ic reprecentative of her corruption and so
what che is doing with her hands here ic an indication of
what che hae to do to her coul: wash and cleance.

Draw an image
to represent the
theme of light:

Draw an image
to represent the
significance of
hands in Act 5:

—&
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DOCTOR
Do you mark that?

LADY MACBETH

The Thane of Fife had a wife. Where
ERR e What, will these hands]
No more o’ that, my

lord, no more o’ that: you mar all with
this starting.

DOCTOR
Go to, go to. You have known what
you should not.

GENTLEWOMAN
She has spoke what she should not, |
am sure of that: heaven knows what
she has known.

LADY MACBETH
Here’s the smell of the blood still:

all the perfumes of Arabia will not
sweeten this little hand. Oh, oh, oh!

MOTIF (WASHING): Highlight a line where this motif is seen.
What could the act of washing represent?

Washing of the flesh ic emblematic of the purging of cin in
Christianity. The act of bapticm ic to purge the percon of <in,
and (ady Macbeth'e repetitive and frantic washing cuggects
that che too i¢ craving absolution.

CHARACTER (LADY MACBETH): Highlight the imperatives
used in this speech. What does this tell us about Lady
Macbeth’s character here?

(ady Macbeth ic vulnerable in this speech, yet che otill
believes she has the power to command, reqardless of the
fact that power ic ephemeral (chort lasting) and no one

can maintain their grip on it. Perhape it ic her lact aftempt
to try and gain control of a cituation in which che ic
increacingly fragife.

SYMBOL (BLOOD): What does blood represent in the play?
How is its presence here different to what audiences have
witnessed before?

Blood in the play ic a consequence of the extreme violent acts
that are committed by Shakespeare'c characters. Whilst
blood ic something the Macbeths, particolarly Macheth
himself become decencitised to, here, blood reprecente quilt,
corvuption and fo an extent, fear. (ady Macbeth fears che
will not be able to redeem hercelf and her failure to remove
this ‘blood’ from her hande ic indicative of thic. Qutward
consequences of vislence, cuch ag removing blood from one’e
hande has thus far been easy. Now it ic not.

MOTIF (ILLNESS AND INFECTION): Highlight a line in the

Guitt, manifected throvgh the blood on (ady Macbeth'e
hand, ic representative of corruption, the infection of her
coul. Here, it dominates all aspectc of her being, to the point
audiencee learn it even hac olfactory (re/af/‘hg fo one’c cence
of smell) qualities. The fact she wonders whether her hande
will ever be clean’ chowe che wante to cure hercelf of thic
‘illnecs’

CHARACTER (LADY MACBETH): How does Shakespeare
make Lady Macbeth vulnerable in this part of the scene?

Shakespeare hasc (ady Macbeth describe her hand as ‘little.
This would imply that her hand ic delicate and fragile,
almost childlike and innocent. Yet avdiences brow this ic

not the case. IF comething ic ‘[ittle] it would imply that it
poses [ittle to no threat and yet throvgh her influence, (ady
Macbeth's hands have wrought co much devastation. Perhaps
Shakespeare hasc (ady Macbeth describe her hand as ‘little’
becavse avdiences are meant fo think that she ic fooling
herself in a last desperate aftempt to feign ignorance of the
eventc that have led up to thic moment.

Describe Lady
Macbeth in this
scenein three
words:
Incapacitated
Exposed
Powerlecs

Draw an image
depicting what
blood represents
in the play at this
point:

Summarise this
scene in four
words:

Blosd

Hande
Was’hiug
Irredeemable
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Task 2

@ CORRECT:

1. Lady Macbeths vulnerability in Act 5, Scene 1 chows
that thic ctafement ic corvect: Whereas earlier in the
play che ic both celf-cufficient and manipulative, here
che is in dire need of caving. She ic no longer in control
of hercelf or others and so reverte to traditional gender
stereotypec by becoming the weak and feeble character
audiences of the time might have originally expected her
to be.

2. Macbeth and (ady Macbhethe relationchip becomes
increacingly dictant. This becomes apparent in Act 3,
Seene 2, where Lady Macbheth relies on a servant to
tell her news of Banquo'e whereaboutc and to fefch
her hucband so che may cpeak with him. This ic not
reminiccent of how their relationship ha¢ Functioned
before. Ac the two grow apart, (ady Macbeth ic forced
inte a more submiscive rofe, one that answers to her
husband, whereas in Act 1 and 2, it could be arqued
that Macbeth answered to her.

@ INCORRECT:

1. Whilct Lady Macbeth may display signs of ‘feminine
helplessnese, che does not call upon Macbeth to cave
her. She submite at the end of the play, but che does
not submit to masculine power. Instead it ic her quilt
che submite to and che ctifl triec to cave hercelf

2. (ady Macduff in Act 4, Seene 2 ic a character

who embodies ‘feminine helplescnese] who bemoans

the abcence of her husband and protector. (ady
Macbeth does not do this. She does not call upon her
husband to profect her in Act 5, Seene 1. IF she needs
profection. from anyone or anything, it is God, yet this
ic not enough evidence to cuggest “proper” gender rolec’
have been restored.

Copyright of John Catt, do not replicate, distribute or copy without authors' permission.




100 FOR 100 - MACBETH: 100 DAYS. 100 REVISION ACTIVITIES

DAYRZS

Task 1

Revise the key vocabulary by completing the tasks.

prophecy (noun) is a term used to describe excessive pride, arrogance, or overconfidence, often resulting in one’s
downfall or defeat.

TASK ONE: READ IT TASK TWO: TRANSFORM IT

Read about the etymology (where a word originates | Transform the noun ‘prophecy’ into an image to help
from) of ‘prophecy’. you remember it.

‘Speak by divine inspiration, foretell future events,” mid-
l4c., prophecein, prophesein, from Old French profeciier,
prophecier (13c.), from prophecie, ‘the prediction of
future events’, from Greek prophéteia “gift of interpreting
the will of the gods.’

TASK THREE: DEBATE IT

‘The witches in Macbeth do not interpret the will of the gods. Instead, they share manipulative phrases
designed to cajole Macbeth into destroying himself.” To what extent do you agree? Answer in full sentences.

The witches manipulate Macbeths actions, using prophecies and ambiguovs ctatements to goad him into self-
destruction. While they act through the use of the cupernatural, their intentions ceem more focuced on provoking
chaoe and exploiting Macheth's ambition, rather than inferpreting divine will. The witches’ prophecies act as a
catalyst for Macbethc descent, and their freacherous worde push him to purcue power in a tyrannical way. Their
cryptic and manipulative language, such as the paradoxical predictione and equivocal phrases, doesw’t reflect a
genuine interpretation of divine will but rather a ctrategic manipulation to tempt Macbeth into fulfilling their
own malevolent agenda. Therefore, while their presence hints at a cupernatural world, their influence primarily
Functions to tempt Macbeth into a dectructive path of self-ruin, rather than reflecting any genvine divine

intentions.

TASK FOUR: USE IT TASK FIVE: LINKIT
Can you use the following words in a sentence? Explain in full sentences how the noun ‘prophecy’
prophecy links to Macbeth. Discuss characters and events in

your explanation.

prophetic
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1. Banquo'e second prophecy ic that he will be ‘wot <o
happy, yet much happier’ than Macbeth.

2. The wifches’ worde are prophetic; they reveal what
will later happen to Macbeth.

In Macbeth, the novn prophecy ic central to the plot,
a¢ the witches’ prophecies drive Macbeth's ambition
and subsequent downfall. The foretelling of his rice

to power and eventual demice cerves as o catalyst,
influencing Macbethe decicions and actions, leading to
his tragic trancformation into a tyramnical ruler.

Task 2

Prophecy

What does this mean?

Does this prophecy later come true? How?
When? Why?

‘Hail to thee, Thane of
Glamis’

Macbeth is Thane of Glamis

Macbeth ic already Thane of Glamis after
hic father Sinel'c death.

‘Hail to thee, Thane of
Cawdor’

Macbeth is the Thane of Cawdor.

Macbeth becomes Thane of Cawdor as a
reward from King Duncan following the
execution of the former, traitorous Cawdor.

‘All hail Macbeth, that
shalt be king hereafter.

Macbeth will be the king.

Macbeth commits regicide and, after
Maleolom and Donalbain flee, takes the
crown far himgelf
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Apparition

Prophecy - what does the
apparition tell Macbeth?

What does this mean?

How does Macheth
respond to this prophecy
and/or how does it come
true?

An armed head

‘Beware Macduff; Beware
the Thane of Fife.’

Macbeth should beware of
Macduff

Macbeth decides to kill
Macduffe family as a
warning to Macduff.
However, Macbeth should
have been aware of Macduft
ag it ic the Thane of Fife
who ultimately kille him.

A bloody child

‘None of woman born shall
harm Macbeth.’

No one born from

a woman can harm

Macbeth.

Macbeth’e immediate
agsumption (¢ that
everyone must have been
‘woman bore. and thus

he is escentially invincible.
However, Macduff was
bore. by caecarean cection
and thus didn’t have what
Macbeth might think of
ac a ‘natural’ birth. To
thic end, Macbeth realices
Macduff can destroy him.

A child, crowned, with a
tree in his hand

‘Macbeth shall never
vanquish’d be until

Great Birnam wood to high
Dunsinane hill

Shall come against him.’

Macbeth cannot be
removed from power until
Birnam wood moves to

‘high Dunsinane hill'

Macbeth believes that the
forest cannot move and thus
his reign is cecure. However,
Maleolm commande the
army to carry boughs of
the trees in front of them
to hide their numbers. To
Macbeth, thic lsoks like the

trees are moving.

A show of eight kings, the
last with a glass in his
hand; the ghost of Banquo
following

Banquo'e deccendante will
be king.

Macbeth realices that

hic efforte were in vain:
Banguo’s sons will become
king, and there is nothing
he can do to stop it:
C’antemlbomry avdiences
believed that King James
VI/T was deccended directly
from Banguo. Therefore, for
them, this prophecy does

come frue.
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DAYRZY

Task 1

1) Masculinity is presented in
Macbeth as a concept that ‘consists
wholly [of]... rampant self-seeking
aggression.

2) Masculinity is presented in
Macbeth as a concept that combines
the idea of someone being a

‘valiant soldier, ready to perform
“manly” deeds’, someone who is not
‘ashamed of “humane” feelings’ and

3) Masculinity is presented in
Macbeth as a concept that is hugely
desired. Lady Macbeth, for example,
‘deliberately forfeit[s] motherly
qualities [and]... betray[s] her own
sexuality by renouncing offspring...’

someone who is not ‘unaware of his
moral responsibilities.’

1. Find a quotation from the play that proves interpretation 1 correct:
MACBETH: The castle of Macduff I will surprise;/ Seize upon Fife; give fo th’ edge o’ th’ cword/ Hic wite, his babes,

and all vnfortunate sovle/ That trace him in hic line. (4.1)

2. Find a quotation from the play that proves interpretation 2 correct:
MACDUFF: He has wo children~All my pretty ones?/ Did you cay all?-0 hell-kite!=All7/ What, all my pretty
chickens and their dam/ At one fell cwoop? (4.3)

3. Find a quotation from the play that proves interpretation 3 correct:
(ADY MACBETH: Come, you spirits/ That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,/ And fill me, from the crown to

the toe, top-fulll OF divect cruelty! (1.5)

Task 2

1. Highlight the interpretation that you agree with the most. Explain why you have made your choice in
full sentences:

I think the character of Macduff demonstratec that thic ic the correct interpretation. Macduff ic a noble coldier;

we see af the very end of the play that he ic capable of commifting violence. fHe commits regicide by killing Macbeth

to leave Malcolm's claim to the throne untainted and his kingship free of corruption. Yet whilst he performe thic

manly’ action, he is alco a character who ctands out from Shakespeares other male constructs by shunning

cocietal and gender expectations to movrn the death of his wife and children in o humane way. He does not turn to

brutality as a firct recort: In a world steeped in violence, Macduffc display of vulnerability and fendernescs in Act

4, Seene 3 ctands out from the behaviour of other male characters, meaning Shakespeare clearly wants to use thic

moment to feach audiences that masculinity is co much more than brute cavagery.
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2. Now imagine someone disagrees with you and believes another interpretation is the correct one. Which
interpretation would they pick and why might they argue for this? Write your response in full sentences:

Someone elce might pick interpretation 3. Macculinity ic desived in the play and we see thic throvgh (ady Macbheth,

who calls on spirite to ‘unsex’ her. She wiches to rid herself of her femininity because masculinity ic acsociated with

brutality and cavagery, qualities (ady Macbeth will need if she ic to g0 throvgh with her murdersus plane to aid

her husband in committing regicide. Masculine traits will ensure she not only gete what che wante but alco that

che can navigate herself through a world where men dominate and women. play a more cvbservient role.
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DAYRIY

Task 1
Quotation How does this relate to the motif of illness and
infection? What does it suggest?
WITCHES

Hover through the fog and filthy air. (Act 1, Scene 1)

This imagery cuggeste pollution and infection that permeates
all of Seotland. Even af thic early moment there is already
& lack of purity in the play; thece words are cuggective of
infestation and the dark deeds of the witfches infecting the
actione of other charactere. The air that chould be life-
giving is fainted and corrvpted with filth, implying it has
been infected and changed for the worse.

MACBETH

Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood
Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather
The multitudinous seas incarnadine,

Making the green one red.

(Act 2, Scene 2)

Macbeth’e quift infects the entire scean. Shakespeare'
hyperbolic imagery demonstrates the magunitude of
Macbeth’e quilt, suggesting that he ic inconsolable following
the regicide. (ike the air, the water (s‘omeﬂ\ing that chould
be able to custain fife) has been ruined as a result of the
vislence demonstrated by Macbeth. The blood of Duncan
has corrupted it

LENNOX

Some say the earth
Was feverous, and did shake.

(Act 2, Scene 3)

Shakespeare here demonstrates that even the earth ic
infected and ill because of Macheth's actions. This cuggests
that his deeds have spread the poicon throughout society: it
ic no longer just the air that ic filthy, but the earth itcelf
ic il and infected. Thic ic reflected further in Act 2, Scene
q.

MACBETH

O, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife.
(Act 3, Scene 2)

By thic point in the play, Macbeth is deeply affected

by what he has done. By suggesting hic mind is ‘full

of scorpions] Shakespeare shows how Machethc mind

i¢ poiconed and pained. His quilty conscience is almost
attacking itcelf and the poison is spreading further not
only through Macbeths mind but also throvgh hic actions
towards othere.

MACBETH

Infected be the air whereon they ride;
And damn’d all those that trust them!

(Act 4, Scene 1)

Once again in reference to the witches, Shakespeare refers
to the pollution of the air. It ic as if the witches pollute
everything arovnd them. Here, Macbeth wiches infection
upon the air where ﬂuey ride co now it ic Macbeth using
imagery of illnese and infection against charactere he had
previously trusted. This csuggests a change of heart for
Macbeth who had previously believed what the witchee told
him.
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DOCTOR

Foul whisp’rings are abroad. Unnatural deeds
Do breed unnatural troubles: infected minds
To their deaf pillows will discharge their secrets.

(Act 5, Scene 1)

During Lady Macbeths epicode of sleepwalking, the Doctor
speaks of ‘infected minds’ in reference to the queen. This
demongctrates that the pollution, illnecs and infection ic
affecting a multitude of characters, chowing how deep
rooted the iccues are in society, caused by Macheth and
(ady Macbeth.

CAITHNESS

Well, march we on,

To give obedience where ’tis truly ow’d:

Meet we the med’cine of the sickly weal;

And with him pour we, in our country’s purge,
Each drop of us.

(Act 5, Scene 2)

In thic final quotation, Caithnecs explores the idea that
Macbeth ic the poison in the country and by defeating him,
the country can be healed again.

Task 2

Shakespeare includes imagery of illnescs and infection to symbolice the moral and cocial decay brought about by

Macbeth’e actions. The imagery cerves ac a metaphor for the contagion of evil and corruption that cpreade acrocs

Seotland and stands to demonstrate how quickly these ideas can spread through a population, damaging a covntry

and her people. Macbeth’s regicide Triggers a chain of dark deeds ac he frantically tries to retain hic position and,

in parallel to this, Shakespeare intensifies hic references to iflnese and infection, reflecting the moral deterioration

of Macbeth, (ady Macbeth and, ac a result, Scottich society. Macbeth's actions have infected the very fabric

of society, plunging it into chaos and darknecs. Hic moral sicknese is a plague that corrupts the kingdom; a moral

cickness of which Scotland must be cored.
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DAYREZY

Task 1
Morality Immorality
Aone:ty atrocity
bravery ambition
obedience temptation
affection vengeance
loyalty
love
modesty

Task 2

Now think about characters we could link these qualities to. Pick four and explain how each quality links to a
different character in the play. One has been done for you.

Quality

Character connection

Quality

Character connection

Aftection

Decpite their evil ambitions, Macbeth and
Lady Macbeth clearly love each other at the
beginning of the play. He willingly accepts
her counsel and acts upon her quidance
and advice, consulting with her to ensure
everything goes to plan. [He shares hic joys,
hic fears, hic worriec and hic cuccesces with
her. (ove is comething pocitive. Tt could be
arqued, however, that the Macbethe commit
immoral deede because of their love for one
another; they cpur each other on and fall
deeper into sin.

Obedience

Macbeth ic an obedient, loyal cervant to
King Duncan at the beginning of the play.
He Fights to protect Scotland from invaders,
ensuring King Duncan’s rule ic secure. This
obedience chows Macbeth ic moral becauce
it is the right thing to do; however, it is thic
obedience which alco makee him an immoral
character. By listening to Lady Macbeth,
Macbeth ic manipulated into committing
regicide; in a sence he is chowing hic lack
of strength to ctand vp for himself He ic
obedient, but he ic obedient o the wrong
person.

Quality

Character connection

Quality

Character connection

Temptation

Macbeth ic tempted by the worde of the
witches. Tempfation ic a cign of immorality;
it reveals Macbeth to be a weak character
becavse he cannot f:"gh?‘ a.gainrt the pron./‘g'e
of more power. The wifches lure Macbeth
away from hic morality. Banquo, however,

i¢ not tempted by what the witches promise
him. He recognises ‘instruments of darkness’
and ic cceptical of the witches’ worde. He ic
not Taken in by their promicec.

A Lrocity

Macbeth and (ady Macheth commit
unforgivable atrocities. Macbeth commite
regicide and ordere the murder of Macduffe
children. Hie willingnese to destroy children,
cymbols of innocence, ic just one indication
that hic cense of morality ic completely
non-existent. He will do what he mouct fo
get what he wants, even if that means
cuppressing hic moral compass.
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Task 3

I partially agree with this ctatement. I think that power ic a force that can corrupt but I do not believe that

there ic no morality where power is involved. The Macheths chow avdiencee that power can corrupt; the very

promice of it causes them to murder Duncan. Once they have power, they will do anything to keep it. Their

power causes further blsodehed and Scotland buckles under their tyranny. Yet it ic also power that helps to

restore law and order 1o Scotland, which is why I ouly partially agree with the ctafement. The power of go0d,

in the forms of Macdvff and Malcolm, helps them to vsurp the throne, leaving light to replace darkness. It is

their morality, their drive to aid Scotland back to it former glory, that helpe them succeed therefore there is

morality where power ic involved.
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DAYRLY

Task 1

Literal Symbolic

Fleance ic tavght fo cwordfight by his
father.

This covld reprecent Banquo's fears
about Fleancee cafety, based on
Macbeth’e suspected behaviour and the
witches’ prophecies.

The torch ic extinguiched just before
Banguo ic murdered, cymbolising the

Fleance qoes out riding with hic father death of Banquo.

and ic carrying a /a.m,b/torcA. In escaping, Fleance eymbolices
Macbeth'e fearc for the futvre and the
fact he cannot achieve happiness as the
monarch whilst the witches’ prophecies
might still come to pacs. e reprecentc
hope for the futvre of a Scotland
without the tyrannical Macbheth,
particvlarly as contemporary beliefc
would have perhape believed King James
VI/T who united the crowns of Seotland
and England, to be deccended from him.

Fleance escapes and avoids being
murdered.

Task 2

1. In stating that they must behave as ‘serpents’, what is Shakespeare suggesting Macbeth and Lady
Macbeth’s behaviour will be like?

Lady Macbeth ic ctating that their behaviour muct be poiconous and damaging to those around them, even though

they must appear outwardly ac kind, sweet and generous hoste. The reference to serpents alco conjures up the ctory

of Adam and Eve from the Book of Genesic in the Bible, and the role of the cerpent as manipulative, percuading

Eve to cin and eat the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge. In conjuring thic allvsion, perhaps Shakespeare suggeste

that Macbeth and (ady Macbeth'c behaviour is destined to be cimilarly poiconous to thoce around them.

2. Shakespeare uses serpentine imagery to describe both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth, but also for
Macbeth to describe Banquo and his son. Why does he do this? What does this suggest about Fleance,
and Macbeth’s fears considering him?

Macbeth believes that Fleance poces a real threat fo him and that Fleance is poiconove and will do him harm. The

audience can see Fleance ic a child and so Macbheth'e paranoia is clear here.
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DAY §-: [

Task 1

Maleotm and Doralbain - are a threat to Macbeth.
Maleolm especially represents what Macbeth needs.
Duncan announces hic infention to pase the crown
to Malcolm upon Duncan's death. This passing from

Macduff’e children — In Act 4, Seene 2 audiences are offered a cmall
glimpse of Macduff'c family life. MacdufFe children represent family unity.
They are also placed in the scene to make the evente that occor there even
more shocking. The fact Macbeth is willing o order their murder with no

apparent regrefc or hecitation shows how far he has morally fallen. With
.. the death of Macduff'e childven alco comes the complete death of innocence.
.. Infanticide ceems normal in this brutal Seotland that Macheth ic carving
for himself

father to con ic what Macbeth cravee. |

Children
in Macbeth

Apparitions of a bloody child and a child crowned with a tree in itc hand
- The ‘bloody child’ perhaps alludes to the attempted murder of Fleance or
even (ady Macbeths statement that she would have ‘dashed the braine
out’ of her own child had che sworn to do so. It could alco forechadow
the pedicide Macbeth will authorice in Act 4, Seene 2. It could alco be an
allusion to Macduff ripped From hic mother’s womb.

Fleance - of all children, it ic probably Fleance who represents
the biggest threat to Macbeth’s kingship. Fleance has been
positioned by Shakespeare to be an ominous, lingering presence
in Macbeth'e world. [He ic the character who can make the
prophecy given to Banquo come true. Fleancee very existence
causes Macbeth'e anguich.

Maleofm ic the divect fulfifment of the child crowned with a tree in ite
hand when he commande hic coldiers to cut down the branchec of frees in
Birnam Wood and hold them in front of them.

Each apparition precented as a child here is indicative of threat and the
ephemeral natore of power.

Task 2

« to emphasise qualitiec of innocence and purity and the fact these no longer exist in a Scotland infected with
wickednese and immorality.

+ to explore the ways in which morality and rightesuenese can ctruggle to curvive if evil remaine vnchecked by
those who have the power to do something about it.

« to expose Macbeth'c corvupt and evil thoughtc and the way in which he is ruthlecs when it comes to pursuing
the crown.

« to warn audiences about the extent to which ambition can drive people fo commit certain actions. Macbeth'e
willingnesse fo commit pedicide ic indicative of the way ambition hac completely corrupted hic mind; he does not
cee children as children, cimply obetacles which he must overcome if he is fo get what he want.
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DAYRIS

Task 1

1. What are the connotations of ‘stars’? Consider
Jacobean England’s beliefs in God in your answer.

Stare have connotations of God and heaven.
Jacobeans believed that stars covld control dectiny
¢o, here, it is as if Duncan is suggesting that the
desting of others ic To be heralded for their go0d
deeds.

2. What are the connotations of ‘shine’? What
does Duncan believe God’s light will illuminate?
What might it really show about Macbeth?

Duncan believes that God'e light will ifluminate the
good deeds of men like Macheth in caving Seotland
and defeating the enemy. However, it is likely to really
reveal Macbeth’s duplicity and his decires to commit
regicide — the worst of all crimes in Jacobean cociety.

‘Signs of nobleness, like stars, shall
shine on all deservers.’

3. King Duncan is alluding to Macbeth here. Why
does Duncan think Macbeth is ‘deserving’ of
praise?

Macbeth in Act 1, Scene 2 ic described as being
a formidable coldier who has not only defeated the

opposing army but alco deposed thoce who commit
treachery against their king.

4. What is the reality of Macbeth’s behaviour?

In reality, Macbeth is alveady considering regicide
even though thic makes hic hair stand on end (Act
1, Seene 3). He ic not the noble coldier Duncan
believes him to be.

1. What is Macbeth considering doing when he
utters these words? Why would this need to be
hidden?

Macbeth ic considering murdering the king. Regicide
was an unforgivable crime. In order to protect hic
place in heaven, Macbeth desires for God wot to cee
what he plans fo do.

2. What are the connotations of ‘black’? How does
this desire for darkness mirror Macbeth’s desired
actions?

The word ‘black’ has connotations of evil, death and
the supernatural. This mirrore Macbethc murderous
Intent.

‘Stars, hide your fires. Let not light
see my black and deep desires.’

3. ‘Stars’ are associated with heaven, and with
God. Why does Macbeth not want light to see his
actions?

Macbeth is fearful that his place in heaven will be
compromised and/or that he will be punished by God
if the ctare bear witnecs to his crimes.

4. What does his desire to be hidden convey about

Macbeth’s understanding of his desired crime?

Hic desire to be hidden demonstrates implicity that
he knows hic crimes are wrong — he ic abandoning
any morality he may have in order to pursue the
crown he may have in order to puruse the crown.
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Task 2

In Macbeth, the references to ‘ctare’ in two distinct contexts convey differing aspects of the characters’

beliefe and desivec. The firet reference, ‘Signe of noblenese, like stars, chall shine/ On all deservers, occure when

Duncan praisec the loyalty and nobility of Macheth and Banguo. Here, stars symbolice qualities of honour

and virtve. Duncan believee that deserving individuals, akin fo ctare in the night sky, will natorally radiate

brightuecs. This reflects a belief in a. just and orderly universe where goodnese is rewarded, choweasing Duncan'e

trust in the innate nobility of human nature and his optimistic outlook. Convercely, the second reference, ‘Stars,

hide your firecl/ (et not light cee my black and deep desires ic uttered by Macbeth as he contemplates regicide.

Here, ctare symbolice moral order and cosmic justice. Macbeth implores the ctars to conceal their light, implying

a belief that celestial bodies bear witness to hvman actions and desives. This reflects Macbeth'c inner turmoil,

mounting ambition, and fear of cosmic retribution, highlighting his deccent into darkness and hic belief that hic

desiree clach with the natural order.
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DAYRIY

Task 2

1. Who is the Porter? What is his purpose in the
play?

The Porter is a character who is ceen as light relief
for avdiences, ecpecially after they have juct witnecsed
the aftermath of Doncan's murder and Macketh and
(ady Macbeths further duplicity. Although he ic there
to make people laugh, he alco carriec a dark mescage
with him. The Porter imagines three cinnere that have
committed ¢in. Each of these cine has cent them fo
hell and yet Macbeth has committed all three, implying
that he ic dectined for the ‘everlasting bonfire”

2. What are the connotations of ‘hell’? What do you
imagine when you hear it? How has Macbeth’s
castle become a symbolic/metaphorical hell?

Connotations of hell include nightmarich micery,
affliction, cuffering and torment. Hell creates come
cort of Devilich imagery. Macbeth’e castle has become
a metaphorical Hell because of the cin that has been
committed there. By committing regicide, Macbeth has
become the ultimate cinner — he is pocitioned as far
away from God and holiness as it ic poscible to be.

3. The Porter pretends he is welcoming an
‘equivocator’ to the castle. Why would an
equivocator be sent to hell? What examples of
equivocation have we seen in the play so far?

An equivocator ic someone who uses vnclear and
ambiquous (open to more than one interprefation)
language to hide the trvth. By hiding the truth and
not being open and honect, an equivocator would tread

the path to hell.

In the play, we see examplec of equivocation through
the charactere of Macbeth and (ady Macbeth. They
use equivocal language to hide their plans reqarding
the murder of Duncan. The witches are infentionally
unclear too. An example of this includes ‘fair ic foul
and foul is fair’ They make the avdience question what
ic avthentic, and they blor the bovndary between
reality and fantacy.

4. Pick three words from the information you
have read that you can steal to use in your own
responses. Find their definitions if you are unsure
what they mean.

Ominous — menacing; giving an imprescion that

comething bad ic going to happen.
wicked — completely evil.

equivocator — to use unclear language in order to
mislead.
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DAYRLY

Task 1

Ambition is Macbethe hamartia, the thing that
drives the mistakes he unwittingly makes. Hie
excessive ambition, alongcide hic hvbris, leads

to his downfall because he cannst stop himself
From chasing his ultimate qoal.

Downfall and tragedy

Arguably, (ady Macbeth ic
more ambitious than her
husband and thus really it ic
her ambition and manipulation
which leade Macbeth to

commit regicide.

/

Macbeth’s rise to power Lady Macbeth’s manipulation

\ /

The catalyst for this ic arquably (ady Macbeths
manipulation of him — he resolves not fo
murder the king until che convinces him that he
deserves the crown and is not a man if he doec
not commit regicide.

Hie rice to power ic alco his
downfall: by acting as swiftly
ac he doe, he invites sucpicion
upon him. Ambition
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Task 2

Your annotations may include some of the following ideas:

1.

3.

In thic quotation, Macbeth reveals hic inner turmoil reqarding hic ambition to become king. The mefaphor
of Vaulting ambition’ illustrafec the vnchecked and incatiable nature of hic ambition, likening it to a horce
that overleaps itc infended target and falle on the other side. This quotation highlights the central theme of
ambition in Macbeth by depicting Macbethe ambition as a driving force that blinde him to moral and ethical
considerations. It also forechadows the tragic concequences that will result from his vnrestrained ambition, ac
it will lead him down a dectructive path of betrayal and morder. Despite having no ‘spur’ to prompt himself
forwards, he is still persuaded o follow hic ambitious thovghte by (ady Macbeth.

lady Macbheth cpeaks thece words. She acknowledges that Macbeth poscesces ambition but lacks the
ruthlessness or ‘illness’ to act on it without hesitation. This quotation underscorec the theme of ambition by
emphagicing that ambition, when unchecked and accompanied by a ruthlecs drive, can lead to extreme actions
which ultimately lead to the downfall of the character. It alo reveale Lady Macheth'c understanding of the
corrupting nafure of ambition, ac she encourages Macheth to embrace the darkness within himself to achieve
their goals.

Macbeth vtters these words upon hearing the witched propheciec about hic future. Here, he contemplates the
possibility of becoming king without faking any deliberate action. This quotation reflecte the theme of ambition
by iflustrating Machethe initial pascivity, ac he entertains the idea that fate might grant him kingchip without
his active pursuit: However, ac the play progresces, Macbeth'c ambition evolves from a pascive contemplation of
fate To a ruthlese and active pursvit of power. This trancformation demonstrafes how ambition can be ignited
and manipulated by external influences, ultimately driving individuals fo take extreme measures to achieve their
desire.

Task 3

Because... it leads characters like Macbeth and Lady Macbeth to commit horrifying acts, causing destruction and
chaos in both their livee and the kingdom of Secotland.

But... aleo portrays how ambition can be a motivating force that drivec individuale to achieve greatnece and fulfil
their desires, albeit at great perconal coste.

So... that we may reflect on the consequences of allowing ambition to override ouvr ethical and moral principles, serving
a¢ a cautionary tale about the corrupting nature of vnchecked ambition.
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DAYELL

Task 1

‘Fair’ ‘Foul’

- Macbeth ic made Thane of Cawdor throvgh honest | - Macbeth murders King Doncan in order to vsurp

means. the throne.

- Macbeth and Banguo win the battle againct the - Macbeth morders King Doncan’s guards.
invaders of Scotland. « Macbeth orders the murder of Banquo and Fleance.
Fleance eccapes hic attempted murder. Banguo is brutally killed.

 Macduff avenges hic familye murder by slaughtering | - Macbeth ic haunted by Banquoe ghoct.
Macbeth. o Macduff's family ic claughtered on Macbeth's
- Macbeth is removed from the throne at the end of command.
the play when Macduff kille him, leaving Malcolm to

restore law and order.

1. Macbeth’s reward of becoming Thane of Cawdor could be ‘foul’ becavce one of the witches prophecies have
come Trve. From Macbethe percpective, the witchee can now be trusted, which cavses him to believe that hic
greatest prophecy, his ascension to the throne, must also become reality. Hic impatience and hic ambition drive
him to commit regicide quickly, ending Duncan'e life and throwing Scotland info turmoil.

2. Macbeth is haunted by Banquoe ghost, a ‘foul’ thing for him as a character because his mind has become
corrupted with quilt. However, it covld be read in a ‘fair’ cense; Macheth'e actions are not remaining
unpuniched. He ic binally having to face up fo the consequences of something he thought he could ignore.

Task 2

‘When all is said and done, Shakespeare’s use of antimetabole in the line ‘Fair is foul, and foul is fair’, shows
that Macbeth is a play about good versus evil.” To what extent do you agree?

Macbeth’ic clearly a play about ‘0od versus evil] althovgh I do not think that ic all the play ic abovt. It is alco

about the dangere of ambition, the corruption of the soul, natural order; fate and desting and the inability of the

human mind to cope with unending quilt. Shakespeare veee the play to comment on how eacy it ic for humanity

to be taken in by evil and darbness; Macheth and (ady Macbeth are both tempted by the witches’ worde and

succumb to thic temptation quickly. Audiencee see them dectroy themselves in the name of ambition and they

become living embodiments of evil. Yet at the same time, Shakespeare is clear that hope survives. (Jeing the

charactere of Banguo, Macduff and Maleolm, Shakespeare conveys to audiences that good can always win if there

are people willing to fight for and defend it. Good vltimately wine but audiences are left with the knowledge of the

power of evil and the fact that it can appear in many quices. Evil thinge can appear as good.
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