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How To Take Fab Photos Of Your Cat 

 
Welcome to our beginner’s guide on taking pawsome photos of fur baby! In this brief guide we’ll 
give you some tips and tricks to take better photos of your cat than just the usual snaps. 
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A stunning portrait photograph tells the viewer something about your cat’s individuality! It will take 
a lot of practice and patience to do this, but we’re here to give you some pointers on taking shots 
that bring out the best in your cat - and to get that one in a million shot worthy of a framed spot 
on your wall!   
 
Most cat parents love taking photos of their cats – we know that we certainly do! A great portrait 
not only captures your cat’s likeness but also their attitude, personality, and any other traits or 
features that shape their unique character!  
 
So the question is, since cats have so many interesting and intricate behaviours, and amazing 
reflexes, how do you go about capturing the perfect cat photograph?  
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Shoot Candidly 
Candid shots are, of course, different from, 
posed shots. The former can add refreshing 
touch to the portrait while posed shots can 
sometimes be stiff and plain. Try photograph 
your cat while he/she is busy doing something. 
Shoot continuously or set your camera to a burst 
so that it continues to click, capturing different 
angles, which you can later choose your best 
work from. 
 
You cannot really expect cats to pose for you 
(although with practice, patience and treats you 
will get better at this), they are naturally active 
and highly temperamental. They rely on instinct 
all the time so you must expect distractions to 
come your way and for your cat’s attention to be 
diverted at a moment’s notice. It is rather tricky to 
teach your cat to take the pose you exactly want. 
 
So instead, you need to be like the paparazzi! 
Catch them doing something cute and clever and funny; or when you think they're about to do 
something very mischievous, sneak up on them and start clicking away. You'll be surprised at how 
good the pictures can be. 

 
 
Plan the Scenes 

Carefully plan your scenes. If your cat likes to play 
with toys, then make sure to have loads of them 
around.  
 
For an airier effect, adjust the brightness of your 
camera/phone, add a little contrast if you want to 
expose the light in their eyes. There are a million ways 
to catch your cat doing something cute. As they are, 
we're sure they're already fascinating to look at and 
that's exactly what you want to remember about 
them. Cat portraits are great keepsakes so practice 
on the techniques of cat portrait photography and 
experiment on other ways to add beauty to your cat's 
pictures! 
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Perspective 
Traditional rules say that 
you take pictures pointing 
your camera at an eye 
level while your cat looks 
at the lens to convey 
communication. If you 
can get yourself on the 
floor, in the right position 
while keeping enough 
distance between you 
and your cat, your efforts 
will be worth it.  
 
However, you could also 
achieve amazing photos 
if you can change that 
perspective and try adding some randomness by getting high off the ground then shooting down 
or going close to the ground and shooting up. Either way, it will create an angle that will produce 
an interest to your furry subject.  
 
 
Eye Contact 
The cutest photos are the ones that show the 
face. And because cats are smaller than 
humans, you might need to really get down to 
get a clear view of their eyes or get a close shot 
of their faces. Zoom lenses are very helpful for 
taking photos of pets – that is if you can't get 
close enough to them. 
 
Try to get your cat to either look away from the 
camera (the easiest option!) or look within the 
portrait's frame.  
 
The first one can create a sense of candidness 
as well as can elicit interest and intrigue as 
people will wonder what he/she is looking at.  
 
If your cat is looking within the frame, directly at 
you, it can create a story of the relationship 
between you and your cat that draws the 
interest from the viewer. 
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Lighting 
Using lights in randomness is a great way to play up with 
your photography. In fact, limitless possibilities can be 
created when you know how to play up with the light 
against your cat. Silhouetting, backlighting, and side-
lighting are some of the techniques to create drama 
and interest. You should try to steer your cat towards 
big window or patio doors, wherever there is the most 
amount of light. 
 
Try not to use the flash as this can scare some cats and 
it very rarely looks natural unless you’re an absolute pro! 
If the room is on the dark side, turn on all the lights and 
lamps. 
 
Aim to position your cat and/or yourself so the light is 
falling on the cat’s chest and at least half of its face.  
 
 
Props 
Props can add drama and flair to the shots. Use random things for the props, where they can 
serve as points of interest. Just remember to not take away the spotlight from your primary subject!  
 
You can also incorporate your cat’s favorite spot in your photos. If it’s a sofa, their favorite sleeping 
spot or cat tree, try to move it closer to the light source (window) and try to get your cat comfy.  
 

If you can get your cat in front of the TV (one that’s 
turned off) this can provide you with an instant black 
background. Cats’ eyes often look amazing against 
black backgrounds so it’s a great idea of focus on 
those and use some editing software to really make 
them really stand out. We use an amazing free photo 
editing website called www.photopea.com . 
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Moods 
You are probably 
familiar with your cat's 
behavior by now; as to 
whether they feel most 
sleepy after they're fed 
or if they're playful 
during the mornings 
when it's not too hot or 
too cold. If you want to 
take a photo of them in 
a specific mood, try to 
know the patterns when 
these moods are usually 
exhibited. 
 
 
Go Outdoors 
If you’ve got a nice outside space or balcony, why not try a few shots outside? Try to position your 
cat amongst any nice plants you might have – the greener and more colorful the better!  
 
Look for interesting things, colors and textures that you could include in your portraits. Don’t forget 
to still consider your background, angle and of course your camera settings. 
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Cat Treats 
Cats will also do things for treats so if you are struggling to get the photo you want, why not try 
some of her/his favorite treats and use them in your photographs to add interest to your shot. 
 

 
 
 
Use An Assistant 
An extra set of hands can be invaluable when taking photos of your cat. They can get him/her to 
look your way by squeaking a toy behind your head or holding out a treat. If you’re looking for an 
action shot, they can throw a scrunched-up piece of paper or their favourite toy, leaving you free 
to focus on composing your photo. 
 
An assistant can also help gently hold your cat in place if they keep roaming away. Keep in mind 
gentle is the key word here! Don’t force your cat to pose for a photo if they’re not feeling it. 
 
Making Your Cat Look Their Best 
And finally, a well-groomed cat always makes a great portrait so dig out that brush! 
 
 
 
 



How To Take Fab Photos Of Your Cat                         Ó 2021 Purrtastic Presents. All Rights Reserved 8 

Taking quality photos of your fur baby is not the easiest area of photography but you’ll feel so 
proud when you get it right. The best thing to do is practice, practice, practice! 
 
We hope you found this beginner’s guide useful for taking better photos of your cat. Here’s to your 
pawsome photos!  
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